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Barrel Racing:   Not Your Typical Sport
This may not be your typical sport, 

but to these girls it is still all about 
the competition, and they take it 
very seriously. Like other athletes, 

they train for their events and have special 
equipment – but that is where the similari-
ties end. Their training and equipment are 
just as unique as their sport. They are barrel 
racers.
     Barrel racing is a timed rodeo event 
where the fastest time is what matters most. 
Girls compete in the arena against each 
other and the clock.
     For the barrel racing event, the arena 
is cleared and three barrels are set up at 
different marked locations. The riders then 
enter the arena to begin their run. They take 
off at full speed, quickly rounding each bar-
rel in a cloverleaf pattern and then exiting 
where they entered. A stopwatch or timer 

is used, registering down to a hundredth of 
a second.
     Speed is what it is all about in this event. 
The riders steer their horses 
as close as they can to the 
barrels, trying to shave 
precious seconds off the 
clock. For each barrel they 
knock over (which happens 
sometimes) a five-second 
penalty is assessed to their 
total time. Leaving the bar-
rels standing and ripping 
through the course is every 
barrel racer’s goal.
     Under 15 seconds is 
generally a winning time in 
this event, but this will vary 
with the size of the arena, as 
not all rodeo arenas are the 
same.
     An arena located at the 
Portland Equine Park in 
Portland, N.D., is home to 
many aspiring barrel racers, 
and these three local girls are 
no exception. Shelby Braaten, 
Alyssa Eichhorn and Mackenzie Holkesvig 
are competing in their chosen sport, chas-
ing their dreams, one barrel at a time.

     Shelby, daughter of Randy and Michelle 
Braaten of Portland, is a 17-year-old senior 
at MPCG . She has been riding for over five 
years, starting out on a “loaner” horse at 
the Sliding Stop Ranch, rural Portland. “I 
started with Alias, a quarter horse gelding. 
He was my summer project,” she was quick 
to point out. They worked together, with 
private lessons and by attending barrel rac-
ing clinics, to get her started. “I have loved 
horses all my life. I learned a lot off their 
training horses,” Shelby said.
     She gained the knowledge and confi-
dence from that former roping horse, and 
during her freshman year, she acquired a 
horse she could call her own.
     Getting that first horse wasn’t easy. 
Shelby made a deal with her dad: She had 
to stay on the honor roll one whole year. 
Her hard work paid off, and her parents 
helped make her dream a reality. That 
horse was Cash, a red dun quarter horse 
gelding. He taught Shelby a lot, and from 
there, her “need for speed” increased, as 
did her desire to compete at the next level. 
So she upgraded her “equipment” and 
finally ended up with her current competi-
tion horse, Porscha, a 10-year-old tri-paint 
mare.
     Porscha was a seasoned barrel horse, 
originally owned by Amy Paul of Gales-
burg, N.D. Shelby has owned her for a 
couple of months, and things are working 
out well for the two. They compete at the 
MayPort Arena in the United Barrel Racing 
Association (UBRA) events, and she plans 
on competing with her at the upcoming 
Grand Forks UBRA event. The farthest 
Shelby has traveled to compete is Warren, 
Minn. Her fastest competition time, so far, 
is 17.83 seconds.
     All of her competing has come at a cost, 
as this can be an expensive sport. “I pay for 
most of it myself,” Shelby says proudly. She 
babysits and cleans stalls to help pay her 
boarding costs. Plus, she helps her dad at 
his business and will be working in the of-
fice at her high school. With help from her 
dad, Shelby even bought her first trailer this 
summer. “Everything has fallen into place,” 
she says.
     The expense of owning a horse is not 
only financial, but can also be social. “There 
are not a lot of girls doing this around 
here,” she says. She has given up a lot of 
the typical social aspects of a 17-year-old 

girl by choosing to own a horse, but was 
quick to point out that it was worth it. She 
gave up “traditional” sports like volleyball 
and dance, but still plays hockey.

     Shelby feels her horse experience has 
helped her be a better student, learn to open 
up and be more confident. When asked if 
horses would be a part of her life forever, 
she beamed. “Yes, they will definitely be 
there.” She added, “If your kid wants a 
horse, get them one. It opens up a lot of 
doors and opportunities.” Her favorite part 
of owning a horse? “They are never mad, 
they are always there no matter what and 
that makes for an awesome day.” Shelby is 
planning on at-
tending NDSU or 
University of Min-
nesota–Crookston  
after high school 
with the possibil-
ity of becoming a 
vet tech. 
 
     Another local 
barrel racer from 
the MayPort 
Arena Association 
(MPAA) is Alyssa 
Eichhorn, daugh-
ter of Alan and 
Karen Eichhorn 
of rural Portland. 
This 14-year-old 
eighth-grader 
has been around 
horses most of 
her life. Her dad 
rode when he was 
younger, and she 
wanted to follow in 
his hoofprints.
     Alyssa started 
her horse career 
a little differently 
than Shelby. Alyssa 
began riding a pony 
named Princess 
when she was eight 
years old. As her skill level – and confi-
dence – increased, so did the size of horse 
she rode. Starting on that first pony, Alyssa 
moved to a slightly larger 1/4 pony and 
then on to a full-sized horse, Cash, a 15.3-
hand black gelding that she has been riding 
for about seven months. 
     Alyssa works very hard with Cash, as 
he was not a seasoned barrel horse. With 
the help of trainer Krista Montgomery of 
Manvel, N.D., Alyssa and Cash are learn-

ing the specifics of this sport. “My 
mom thought we should learn 
together,” Alyssa said.    
     When asked if it made her mom 
a little nervous, she responded 
with a big grin. “Yeah, kinda.” 
She added, “The best thing Krista 
taught me was control and start-
ing out.” 
     As does Shelby, Alyssa realizes 
a lot of work goes into having a 
horse. She is responsible for help-
ing feed her horse twice a day, and 
likes to just “hang out” with him. 
She also felt that owning a horse 
has made her a better student. Not 
having a lot of horse friends out-

side of the arena association didn’t 
seem to be a big deal to Alyssa.  
Her favorite thing about Cash is his 
personality. “He likes the attention, 
and he’s very friendly,” she said.
     All of that attention and hard 
work with the trainer has been 

paying off. Alyssa is the proud recipient of 
two buckles, courtesy of her winning times 
in youth barrels and poles at the MPAA 
UBRA barrel series held this summer in 

Portland. So far, her fastest barrel time is 
19.3 seconds. 
     Not only does she enjoy competing at 
the UBRA events; she likes riding at home, 
trail riding with her dad and attending the 
local play-days sponsored by the MayPort 
Arena Association. Her favorite event is the 
barrel dash; her favorite thing about horses 
– bonding with them; her least favorite 
thing – falling off.
     Alyssa is looking forward to a lifetime 

with 
horses and 
maybe 
going to 
school to 
be a vet 
tech.

     Mack-
enzie 
Holksevig, 
daughter 
of Wendy 
and Jason 
Holkes-
vig, rural 
Portland, 
is another 
young 
girl with barrel fever. This 13-year-old 
Northwood eighth-grader is no stranger to 
horses. Like Alyssa, she has been around 
them all her life, riding as long as she has 
been walking, according to her mother. 
“My dad grew up on horses. He was able 
to teach me a lot,” Mackenzie said. “Having 
an indoor arena and a horse made riding 
easy for me.”
     Her horse life began on a little pony 
(now retired from active duty) named Com-
manche. That was at the early age of two. 
And just like the other girls, as Mackenzie’s 
abilities grew, so did the size of her horses. 
Mackenzie moved on to her dad’s old rop-
ing horse when she was just seven. From 
there, she rode a paint horse named Rain, 

Photo by Laurie Olson | Tribune
Above: Alyssa Eichhorn, Mackenzie 
Holkesvig and Shelby Braaten, all 
members of the MayPort Arena Asso-
ciation, share a common love of horses 
and competition. All three girls are 
competitors in the local UBRA circuit 
and plan on competing at an upcoming 
Grand Forks event.

Courtesy Photo
Shelby and her 15.2-hand, tri-colored paint horse Porscha show what it takes 
to compete at a local barrel racing event. Before a barrel run, Shelby tries to 
focus on the technical aspects of her sport. Afterward, she likes to review her 
performance through videos her parents take at her events.

Courtesy Photo
Wanting to be like the fast riders she has watched 
at other events, Alyssa has been busy with her 
horse, Cash, training for the local barrel races 
and play-days.  The MayPort Arena Association 
sponsors several events from spring through fall 
at the Portland Equine Park.

Courtesy Photo
Mackenzie, with her horse 
Angelica, is grateful to have the 
Portland Equine Park facility so 
close to home. She feels it has been 
vital to her being able to compete 
in so many local events.

Continued on pagd 9
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What's in This Issue?

Find the 
Valley Equestrian 

Newspaper
now at these NEW locations!

Heidelberger Farm 
Equipment

Pine City, Minn.

Patti's Trading Post
Braham, Minn.

See the complete VEN distribution list at:
www.theveonline.com

      The Valley Equestrian, printed monthly, welcomes free-lance 
articles, cartoons, artwork, poems, photographs, etc. that we might use 
in the publication.  We accept no responsibility for the material while 
in our hands. Materials will be returned if sent with a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope.  Photographs or graphics electronically submitted 
should be in color and must be at least 280 DPI resolution and four 
inches wide. 
     Copyright Notice:  The Valley Equestrian is copyrighted and 
protected by federal copyright law.  No material September be copied, 
faxed, electronically transmitted or otherwise used without our express 
written permission.  Requests for reprinting must be submitted in writ-
ing to the editor.
     Disclaimer:  Articles that appear in The Valley Equestrian do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the editorial staff, officers or employees 
and publication of any article does not constitute endorsement of the 
views expressed.  Accuracy of all information is the responsibility of the 
authors.
     Advertisements published in The Valley Equestrian do not consti-
tute endorsement or recommendation of such product or service. The 
Valley Equestrian does not condone the alteration of horses in any 
photograph that appears in advertisements in the newspaper and ac-
cepts no responsibility for the accuracy of the photographs used in the 
advertisements supplied by others than its own staff. The onus is on the 
reader to satisfy themselves about the appearance or conformation of a 
horse before making a financial decision.
     Errors: The Valley Equestrian Newspaper shall be responsible for 
errors or omissions in connection with an advertisement to the extent of 
the space covered by the error.  

Publisher's Clipboard
Newspaper

PG.6

PG.10

Dear Readers, 
     I am pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of Charles Schaal to the position 
of National Sales Director for the Valley 
Equestrian Newspaper. In this role, he will 
be responsible for expanding national sales, 
developing sales campaigns, working with 
regional teams as new VEN branches are 
implemented, and formalizing sales forms, 
contracts and marketing specialist agree-
ments. As we implement branches of the 
Valley Equestrian News in other locations, 
Charles will assist in hiring and will pro-
vide supervision of interns and other staff 
in those regions.
     Charles and his wife Viki are both native 
Texans. They live near Rochester, Minn., 
where Viki is a cardiac-care RN with the 
Mayo Clinic. Charles is the founder and 
chaplain for Minnesota Cowboy Ministries. 
Charles and Viki own the registered paint 
“Partee-At-Six,” with whom they have 
competed in western pleasure, hunter/
jumper and dressage. Charles brings a 
strong history of successful sales experi-
ence in the newspaper industry, as well as 
experience with the western working horse, 
classical dressage and hunter/jumper 
events.
 . 
Olympic Recap
Nice Olympics, right? Did you love watch-
ing all the swimming, gymnastics, more 
swimming, volleyball and your other favor-
ite sports on the NBC coverage on your TV, 
cell phone or the internet? Yes, I did, too. 
But where were the equestrian sports? Why 
was there not more variety? I love to swim, 
but could that have been recapped a little? 
It was because Phelps garnered 22 medals. 
But really, are there no other sports? What 
other sport requires the willing coopera-
tion of two mammals?! Oh, yeah, the relay 
teams. 
      Well, maybe you were able to watch 
some equestrian events on your terrific 
internet connection; USEF Network had 
full coverage of the Olympics online. NBC 
did televise some equestrian events on 
the weekend. I was able to watch a couple 
events but was heartily disappointed, 
and our Facebook fans seemed to agree. 
Fortunately, if you have a good internet 

connection, you can still see the 2012 Olym-
pic equestrian highlights at http://www.
usefnetwork.com
     What to expect in this month’s VEN?
In this issue you will read about three 
young horsewomen heading off to col-
lege, each making the tough decision about 
how to deal with their horse. Some schools 
offer great programs where you can bring 
your horse along. Read on page 15 to find 
if they also were able to bring their special 
companions.
     The VEN sponsored a couple events that 
culminated in success this month. One was 
the annual Cowboy Up Ride Against Can-
cer, the proceeds of which go to the Roger 
Maris Cancer Center in Fargo, N.D. Read all 
about it and see some great photos taken by 
Fargo Commissioner Ken Pawluk.
     The Minnesota Hooved Animal Res-
cue Foundation (MHARF) also hosted its 
annual Trainers Challenge. They offer a 
rescued horse to each qualified trainer who 
accepts the challenge. The trainer takes 
the horse to his or her own stable for three 
months and trains it. You may remember 
reading stories about two of the trainers 
in the last couple issues of the VEN. Chris 
Vinson was featured in the July issue, page 
6.  Karen K. Lee was featured in the August 
issue, page 8.
     The MHARF challenge was a great 
success. We saw many wonderful horses, 
which were auctioned during the event via 
silent bids. The winning horses and train-
ers are featured on page 19 of this issue, 
where you will also find photos of the other 
talented and generous trainers who gave of 
their time and resources to help train these 
horses for a new job with a new “forever 
family.” Good luck to all the new owners, 
and thank you to Drew Fitzpatrick and the 
entire MHARF volunteer staff for the work 
they do each and every day to help the crit-
ters find their way to happiness. 
     There’s lots more packed in these pages. 
Thank you for picking up this issue of the 
Valley Equestrian News. Please patronize 
the advertisers on our pages, who make the 
paper possible.

Godspeed and happy trails always,
Ley Bouchard, Publisher

PG.10 The 8th Annual Cowboy Up Ride Against Cancer, 
held Aug. 18-19 in McLeod, N.D., raised thousands of 
dollars for the Roger Maris Cancer Center in Fargo, 
N.D.,  with the help of hundreds of volunteers and 
riders who make a point to come out year after year, 
rain or shine. Left: Riders gather around the big water  
trough in the Sand Hills. 

PG.2 Barrel Racing: Not 
Your Typical Sport

NDCHF: 
Building the Herd

PG.8 Dr. Getty on Manuka 
Honey

PG.9

PG.14

PG.12

Charles Wilhelm: 
Socializing A Horse 
Boarded at Home 

Kathy Grimes & Talking Horses 
is back with "Joker"

PG.13 Riding for the Brand, by New VEN 
columnist Charles Schaal

Hay Shortages and the Drought

PG.16 The Outhouse: Auf Wiedersehen

     This month’s feature is about 
difficult decisions.  If I have to leave 
home for college, do I cut ties with an 
animal that has become a part of the 
family and help it get a new job with 
a new rider, or move it into semi-
retirement?  The dilemma is com-
pounded if the owner does not have 
property and must pay a stable fee for 
care and upkeep. If they are able to 
stay at home, what changes do they 
see happening? Regardless, life will 
not be the same for anyone.
     Baihley Jorgenson of southern 
Minnesota is one of many young 
ladies whose love of horses has 
affected their life decisions. Baihley 
is photographed here with her sorrel 
overo Paint gelding, Toby.  Read 
more about Baihley on page 14.
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Cowboy Poetry with Orv
FILLING A THIRSTY STEAM ENGINE

THE THRESING CREW’S YOUNGEST MEMBER
At what age can a young lad join the threshing crew?
Depended upon the age and how fast one grew.
They needed ev’ry fam’ly member and hired hand
To make sure each threshing duty station was manned.
The huge steam engine was a very thirsty beast;
It held 500 gallons of water at least!
Some considered the youngest lad, as a flunky,
And when needed, they yelled for the ‘water monkey’!

THE WORKER WAS A PRIMATE, BUT, NOT A MONKEY
The youngest lad asked if the rooster was awake?
(Knowing it was 5 hours until the lunch break.)
His right hand was wrapped around a hand water pump;
It held 300 gallons to get “over-the-hump,’
But, surprise…it’s like ‘uphill’ for the last half tank,
And just a ‘swallow’ when the thirsty steamer drank!
The lad chafed at being considered a flunky,
A pumper or carrier but not a ‘monkey’.

PUMPED FROM THE NW CORNER OF THE WELL
A year before, he had a pony hitched to a cart
When he played a small but very essential part.
Hauling a cream can of fresh drawn, cold, well water,
A welcome sight, as the afternoon got hotter;
He passed the dipper to ev’ry hot, thirsty guy,
And ev’ry ‘thresher’ watched for the water supply!
This year, unappreciated, just a flunky;
They yelled for water, from the ‘water monkey’.

THAT WEEK WAS UNIQUE, IT SPRUNG A LEAK
There was a roaring sound coming through the trees;
It didn’t sound like a refreshing summer breeze.
The gruff and raspy sound of the Fireman’s voice
He was telling him, he no longer had a choice.
The bearer of bad news and with sad tones he’d speak,
“That monster of an iron horse had sprung a leak!”
Now he would pump faster and sweat like a donkey;
They needed more water, pumped by the ‘water monkey’.

GETTING POOPED FROM PUMPING
Luckily he’d fed, watered and harnessed two teams;
The big steam engine was dry, but the Fireman ‘steams,’
“Get the water pump handle, a side-to-side pull!”
It was 4 a.m. and the crew’s good mood was shot;
‘Cause the steamer was cold and the Fireman was hot.
By then, the early crew stood and watched this flunky;
Huffing and puffing, he was the ‘water monkey.’

NOT ACCUSED OF MONKEYING AROUND
It took four strong horses to haul the water tank;
And each of those gallons the thirsty monster drank.
This pumping job made him a few coins richer,
Than if he was a ‘spike’ or ‘bundle’ pitcher.
A center of attention made each muscle ache,
And that happened before the chickens were awake!
“A miserable day more scorned than a donkey,”
Was how my Dad recalled his work as the ‘monkey.’

Surprised, he found the 14-year-old lad,
 between horses, while harnessing them. 
Twenty-five cents an hour for pitcher, team and hayrack.

© Orv Alveshere, Fargo, ND  1995

Mandan, N.D. - The North 
Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame 
(NDCHF) board of directors was 
approached by Stan Hausauser 
(Dickinson), Jeff Kling (Halliday) 
and Bill Lowman (Sentinel Butte) 
about starting a new fundraising 
campaign; we have titled it the 
“Building the Herd” Campaign.
      The concept is similar to the 
days of old, drawing a connec-
tion with the Great Western 
Trail which brought millions of 
herds of cattle and horses to the 
Great Plains. We are very aware 
of the drought impact affecting 
the cattle industry, but to help us 
kick off this new program, we are 
asking you to help us build our 
herd.
     The launch of the NDCHF 
“Building the Herd” Campaign 
is to establish a virtual cattle 
herd for the NDCHF through the 
collaboration and partnership 

of North Dakota’s all-important 
cattle ranches. This idea is to 
promote North Dakota’s legend-
ary western heritage and cowboy 
culture, as well as to provide 
financial support to the NDCHF.
     As a North Dakota rancher, we 
ask you to gift one calf (or more), 
designating it as a NDCHF 
“branded” calf via special ear 
tag. It will be raised with your 
cattle, but will be affiliated on 
our website as part of a NDCHF 
“virtual” herd. At market time, 
the proceeds of that calf’s sale 
will be presented to the NDCHF 
Endowment Fund.
     Your contribution will be tax-
deductible, since the NDCHF is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
You will also be able to deduct 
the costs of raising the calf within 
your ranch operations.
     Please complete the form 
below and return to the NDCHF 

before September 15, 2012. We 
want to track the size of the 
herd, via the internet, as this 
trail nears the market. Feel free 
to contact me if you have any 
questions.

Happy Trails! 

Raymond S. Morrell
Executive Director – 
North Dakota Cowboy Hall of 
Fame
Center of Western Heritage & 
Cultures: Native American, 
Ranching and Rodeo
Corporate Office
105 3rd Avenue NW
Mandan, ND 58554
www.northdakotacowboy.com
www.facebook.com/northdako-
tacowboy
701-250-1833 (Corporate Office)
701-250-1835 (fax)
701-623-2000 (Medora Center)

NDCHF Launches 
"Building the Herd"  Campaign

Show Us Your Winners! Send Us Your Photos! 
Make the Valley Equestrian News your community horse paper. 

Call or email today! See it here next month! 320-209-8523  or  thevenews@gmail.com
Take it to the barn - Share with Your Horse - Spread the Pride!
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Charles Wilhelm: Ultimate Foundation Training from Start to Finish

We all have busy times when 
we can’t work with our 
horses as much as we would 
like. Family, illness, work 

and weather can prevent us from working 
our horses consistently. Particularly with 
young horses, it is important that they get 
some type of exercise. Whether you board 
your horse at home or in a stable, turn 
the horse out every day or so. Try to find 
someone to help you if you cannot do it. 
It is important that all horses get some 
kind of exercise. If you put a young horse 
in with other hand-picked horses, you can 
also socialize your horse. Being with an-
other horse will help him learn how to act 
around his own kind. Socialization with 
their own kind, another baby or an adult 
horse, is very important and should be 
part of a young horse’s training program. 
Socialization can affect the emotional and 
mental development of your horse and 
make for a more well-rounded horse. 

When I first bought my horse Tennison at 
18 months, he had never been exposed to 
any kind of socialization. It took him sev-
eral years to learn how to “be a horse”-- 
to romp and play and rear and bite and 
chase other horses in a pasture or corral. 
Horses are just like people in that if they 
are not socialized enough, they do not 
know how to act around their own kind. 
With socialization, a horse learns how to 
accept pressure and leadership. An adult 
horse will educate a youngster. Any time 
a puppy comes to the ranch, my dog Max, 
who is four-years-old, seems to think it 
is his job to teach the puppy manners. 
An older horse does the same thing. I use 
mares for this because they are usually 
good teachers.  

When you only have one horse and you 
board your horse at home, how do you 
provide the socialization? Try to get 
your horse out with others at trail rides 
or horse shows. Some of my clients have 

Socializing a Horse Boarded at Home

adopted or bought rescue horses with 
lameness problems to provide companion-
ship for horses boarded at home. This way, 
not only can you save a life by adopting a 
horse who normally wouldn’t be adopt-
able, but you can also make your horse 
happy. I have also had clients who have 
gotten a goat to provide companionship 
for their horse and have seen the two ani-
mals romp and play together.

Since not every horse is a good match 
and you don’t want your horse hurt, you 
do have to be careful which other horse 
you match your horse up with. When a 
horse comes to the ranch for training, we 
regularly match horses and I have never 
had any major problems or accidents other 

than a horse giving or getting a nip here 
and there. I actually have seen more 
horses get hurt by themselves than when 
they are with others. We try to match up 
two to three horses in the large turnouts 
so that they get plenty of socialization. 

If you board out, it is important to pay 
attention to what goes on and to speak 
up when the situation isn’t good. Even 
the most conscientious ranch or stable 
owner can get busy and not see every-
thing that is going on. You can’t assume 
that when you board your horse out, 
anyone but you is going to routinely see 
that everything is going well. Know your 
horse well in terms of behavior, sound-
ness and personality.

     Internationally known and respected horse 
trainer Charles Wilhelm is the creator of 
Ultimate Foundation Training which combines 
the best of traditional, classical and natural 
horsemanship. This method is applicable to 
every riding discipline. Charles is one of the few 
clinicians who is known for his superb skills in 
communicating with and motivating people as 
well as horses. His training methods reflect his 
motto, “It’s Never, Ever the Horse’s Fault”. 
     Charles’ warm and relaxed demeanor has 
made him a favorite at regional and national 
clinics and demonstrations. His training center 
in Castro Valley, California is among the top 
equine educational facilities in Northern Cali-
fornia. Charles offers extensive hands-on learn-
ing programs for every level of horsemanship. 

Greenwich, UK - It was an historic 
day at Greenwich Park. Less than 
24 hours after the British Show 
Jumping Team won it's first 
Olympic Team Gold medal in 60 
years, the British Dressage Team 
won it's first Olympic medal ever, 
and it was Gold. They finished 
on a score of 79.979 to win Gold 
over Germany. The Netherlands 
won Bronze. The U.S. Dressage 
Team made a valiant run at a 
Team medal at Greenwich Park 
with some strong performances, 
but it simply wasn't to be and 
they ended up sixth on a score of 
72.435, behind Great Britain, The 
Netherlands, Germany, Sweden 
and Denmark. Steffen Peters led 
the way for Team USA scoring 
76.254 percent to place seventh 
overall in the Grand Prix Special 
with Ravel.
      Peters (San Diego, CA) rode 
last for the U.S. Team and he did 
everything he could to fight back 
into Team contention. Together 
with Four Wind Farms' 14-year-
old Dutch gelding, Peters was 
fourth Individually at the 2008 
Olympic Games, he will look to go 
better than that in the Freestyle on 
Thursday, which will decide the 
Individual medals.
      One mishap marred an other-
wise lovely effort by the veteran 
pair in the Grand Prix Special, 
when Ravel stumbled at the end 
of the test after the first canter 
pirouette meaning he started 
his one-time changes late. Peters 
managed to pull off the movement 
despite the mis-step.
      "Without that (stumble) it 
would have been right around a 
78 percent which is right about 
where he has been (in this test) his 
whole life," said Peters.
      The rest of the test was text-
book Ravel. The veteran went to 
work and moved through the test 
with ease.
      "He was right on," said Peters. 
"The half-passes felt great, I 
pushed the changes a bit more 
than I did the first day and the 
pirouettes felt really good. The 
piaffe even felt better than it did 
the first day. I'm just so excited 
that he still wants to do it after all 
these years."
      Ravel has been undefeated in 
2012, but Peters knows that to win 
an Individual 
medal in the 
company 
they're keep-

ing at these Olympic Games will 
be no small feat. He also knows 
that Ravel is close to the end of 
his career although no official an-
nouncement of his retirement has 
been made. Peters has no expecta-
tion for the freestyle other than 
the hope that Ravel can put in one 

more test of a lifetime.
      "This might be the last time 
Ravel goes down centerline," said 
Peters. "I hope I can get one more 
really exciting freestyle out of 
him... he doesn't owe us anything, 
but we owe him everything."
      Tina Konyot (Palm City, FL) 
preceded Peters into the ring on 
Calecto V. This pair have had a 
long career together and although 
they have a great track record, 
a few small mistakes kept them 
from the scores of which they are 
capable.
      The 14-year-old Danish Warm-
blood stallion is co-owned by John 
Byrialsen.
      Their test suffered from a mis-
take in the one-tempi changes and 
a transition from piaffe to passage 
that wasn't as good as Calecto's 
capabilities. They scored 70.651 
percent for 25th place. 
      "We had some mistakes but 
there were some very nice things," 
said a visibly disappointed 
Konyot after her test.
     Jan Ebeling got the day started 
on Amy Ebeling, Beth Meyer and 
Ann Romney's 14-year-old Old-
enburg mare Rafalca. They put in 
another consistent effort, scoring 

69.302 percent for their lead-off 
test.
      "I'm really happy with it, I 
wish the scores were a little bit 
higher," said Ebeling after his ride. 
"She felt good - she's been really 
good all week, she's peaking and 
I'm really happy. She's given it 

her all."
      Because of the involvement of 
Romney, whose husband Mitt is 
making a presidential bid, Rafalca 
and Ebeling have been at the cen-
ter or a flurry of media attention 
for the sport of dressage. Ebeling 
is pleased with the fact that the 
profile is on the rise.
      "I think having Mrs. Romney 
and having a the visibility of the 
mainstream media report on our 
sport so much has really been a 
good thing," said Ebeling. "If just 
one young kid picks up riding and 
makes it to the Olympics, hey, I've 
done my job."
      The Freestyle is the last Eques-
trian competition of the Games. 
Peters and Ravel are one of 15 
combinations going forward to 
the freestyle.
       Times and results are avail-
able at http://www.london2012.
com/equestrian/. For more in-
formation about the U.S. Olympic 
Equestrian Team visit http://
usefnetwork.com/featured/
Olympics2012/

As any horse owner knows, 
horses get their share of cuts and 
scrapes. If you’re inclined to reach 
for something natural, consider 
honey. Honey has been used for 
centuries because of its antimicro-
bial properties. In raw honey, the 
enzymes are still active and work 
well as a topical first aid. Because 
of its high sugar content and low 
pH, honey kills microbes by mak-
ing the environment more acidic, 
while also drawing water out of 
cells.

Manuka honey is especially ef-
fective. Collected from the Tea 
Tree manuka bush native to New 
Zealand, manuka honey has a 
higher enzymatic activity, making 
it more potent than other forms. 
When eaten, it helps alleviate 
seasonal allergies that affect the 
skin and respiratory system. When 
applied to a wound, it has been 
shown to speed healing: When 
researchers at the University of 
Sydney’s Veterinary Science and 
Clinical Training Unit compared 
healing time of open leg wounds 
over a 12-day treatment period, 
they found a significant improve-
ment in the honey-treated group 
in reduction in healing time, size 

Dr. Getty Suggests Manuka Honey 
for  Its Healing Properties

Steffen Peters and Ravel 

2012 Team USA Equestrian 
Olympic Results

of wound, and amount of proud 
flesh produced.
Manuka honey can be applied in 
its natural state, but it is messy 
and attracts flies; therefore, it 
requires bandaging. Commercial 
dealers offer a medicinal gel form 
that also promotes healing while 
being easier to apply. Consider 
including it in your horse’s medi-
cine kit.
 
Dr. Juliet Getty has taught and 
consulted on equine nutrition for 
more than 20 years. The Getty Equine 
Nutrition website (www.GettyE-
quineNutrition.com) offers a library of 
helpful articles and previous telesemi-
nars as well as a nutrition forum. 
Subscribe on the website to her free 
and informative monthly e-newsletter, 
“Forage for Thought.” Dr. Getty’s 
comprehensive nutrition resource, 
Feed Your Horse Like a Horse, is 
available for purchase through her 
website or at Amazon.com. Dr. Getty 
serves as a distinguished advisor to 
the Equine Sciences Academy and her 
articles on equine nutrition are inter-
nationally published. She is available 
for individual consultations. Contact 
Dr. Getty directly at gettyequinenu-
trition@gmail.com or (740) 663-2333 
(Eastern time zone). 

By Dr. Juliet Getty

and eventually progressed to her current 
horse named Angelica.
     Angelica, a 15.3-hand, paint/appaloosa 
cross, was a seasoned, all-around horse 
for sale by Brianna Brock of Valley City, 
N.D. “I found the ad and bugged her about 
it,” said Wendy, knowing that Macken-
zie needed a horse to take her to the next 
level of competition. After the Holksevigs 
responded to the ad, Brianna agreed to haul 
Angelica to the Portland Equine Park for a 
test ride. 
      Mackenzie took her for a run. “She was 
a little ‘hot’ and I was very cautious,” re-
calls Mackenzie. Beaming with pride, Mom 
added, “They were just beautiful the first 
time they rode together.”
     They have been working together well, 
running barrel times in the 16.50s and 
claiming a winning buckle at the same 
MPAA UBRA event as Alyssa. Mackenzie 
has also competed with Angelica at a jack-
pot barrel racing event in Jamestown, N.D., 
and plans to attend the upcoming Grand 
Forks UBRA event, providing her cast is off 
– Mackenzie broke her arm at the Portland 
Equine Park a couple of weeks ago. She 
stressed that it wasn’t that big a deal, hav-
ing fallen off a few times before.  
Mackenzie’s social circle does include a few 
friends who share her interest of riding. 
And like Shelby and Alyssa, she thinks 
horses have made her a better student and a 
better person. It also keeps her in shape for 
cross-country and track.
     “I always see horses in my future,” she 
says. “I like being able to go out and ride 
and just be with [Angelica].” 
Wendy Holksevig is quick to point out, 
“These girls are all very talented riders. 
Being talented is enough to have fun, but it 
becomes more competitive than that.” She 
adds, “They need the right equipment to 
compete: a fast horse.”
     These three girls and their horses are 
not only talented athletes; they are genu-
inely wonderful young girls with goals, 

Barrel Racing
Continued from page 2

1/2 mile S of I-94 on Hwy. 29, Alexandria, MN 320-762-5664    
www.blairviewsaddle.com

Monday-Thursday 9 - 6 • Friday 9 - 7:30  Saturday 9 - 5 • Sunday 12 - 5

, Inc.

 

Come see us for all your  saddle and TaCk needs!

300 new and used saddles plus a complete 
line of clothing and boots 

Stop in today!
Now in Production - new online shopping 

at www.blairviewsaddleshop.com 



The Valley Equestrian News         Page 10                                              www.theveonline.com                                                                                September 2012

‘Roasted to Perfection’ available here

Jeff Springer
Feed Manager

Farmers Elevator
225 E. Hampden Ave. Fergus Falls, MN 56537

(218) 736-3301

Above right: A very unique 
double saddle: who custom-
made this? Who are the riders? 
Let the VEN team know, and 
we'll share in the next issue. 
Right: Gene Johnson rides 
in his 8th Cowboy Up Ride 
Against Cancer.   Middle: Rid-
ers of the 8th Annual Cowboy 
Up Ride Against Cancer am-
bling the Sand Hills of McLeod, 
N.D. 
Lower left:  A table of paints 
used by riders outside the 
Duner Saloon in McLeod, 
N.D., to decorate their steeds 
before the Cowboy Up Ride 
Against Cancer. 

Photos by Ken Pawluk

8th Annual Cowboy Up Ride Against Cancer in McLeod, N.D., Another Huge Success

Three hundred and thirty-nine 
registered riders, people who have 
ridden for many years, some rid-
ers coming out for their first time, 

and one family who drove eight hours 
from Wisconsin to take in the 8th Annual 
Cowboy Up Ride Against Cancer held 
Aug. 14-15 in the beautiful Sand Hills of 
McLeod, N.D. -- together they raised more 
than $52,000. 
      The volunteers fed 778 people a beef 
supper made by Cy Mauch; the potatoes 
were made by Paul and Leila Ptacek, and 
salads were made by the CU volunteers. 
The Duner Saloon hosted a dance with 
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Silverado performing Saturday evening. 
Many more actvities occurred during the 
two-day event.
      The annual Cowboy Up festivities have 
grown out of family tragedy, as cancer 
has impacted many of the volunteers and 
others who participate in this event.  They 
work year-round with various fun fund-
raising events with the proceeds benefiting 
the Roger Maris Cancer Center in Fargo, 
N.D.
Karen Haugen, a long-time volunteer for 
the speaks on behalf of the organizing com-
mittee, “A huge thank you goes out to all 
the sponsors, riders, people that came to 

town to play some bingo, 
buy a book, play some 
games at the kids' carnival, 
participate in the Extreme 
Race, or have dinner.  We 
could not do this without 
your support. Thank you to 
the 100plus volunteers that 
step up every year to help 
us out.  The event would 
not be what it is today if it 
were not for all your help.”
Even the weather cooper-
ated, for the most part.  
Haugan said, “We had a bit 
of rain during the supper 
hour on Saturday.  Our 
volunteers used garbage 
bags as rain gear and kept 
on serving.”
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Moorpark, CA (August 3, 2012) –Mitt and 
Ann Romney aren’t the only celebrities 
with a winning dressage horse.  New York 
Times bestselling author Tami Hoag’s 
string of upper level dressage horses are 
often headliners, but it is her youngest star, 
Highlife’s Aria that continues to steal the 
spotlight in the show ring in California 
where she is racking up very impressive 
scores. At the Spirit Equestrian Center 
Dressage in late July, Hoag’s five-year-old 
Oldenburg mare strutted her stuff and took 
the High Score of the Show honors with a 
74.06%.  Aria was shown and trained by 
Charlie Pinneo, a Grand Prix competitor 
and USDF gold, silver, and bronze medal-
ist.   

“Aria and I had a great ride this weekend 
at Spirit Equestrian Center,” said Pin-
neo.  “She’s a great young horse with an 
excellent mind and beautiful gaits.  Despite 
this being only her second show, she got 
down to business and proved herself to be 
a winner.”  Pinneo went on to say that he 
and Tami are aiming Aria at the 5-Year-Old 
Futurity classes during the California Dres-
sage Society Championships in October.  
“I’d like to thank Tami for the opportunity 
to train and show such a talented young 
horse.  I can’t wait to see what the future 
holds,” said Pinneo

Hoag purchased Aria as a three-year-old 
during a breeder’s auction in Florida. She 
was the horse that everyone thought was 
a “vodka purchase”.   While Hoag hadn’t 

planned on definitely purchasing a horse 
at the auction, a few had caught her eye, 
Aria included. “My decision to buy her 
seemed like more of a whim than it really 
was because I hadn't talked about buying 
anything at the auction,” said Hoag.  “But 
after seeing her again I decided to buy 

her.”  Maybe everyone else thought Hoag 
had too much free vodka, but she saw 
something very special in Aria, and the 
mystery writer’s hunch and her keen eye 
for dressage horses proved to be a winning 
combination.  

Hoag said she knew when she purchased 
Aria that she would send her to Pinneo in 
California. “As soon as I bought her I sent 
her to Frank Barnett in Ocala for a month 
to get started and handled, then I put her 
on a van and shipped her out to Charlie 
in Moorpark, California. Charlie has been 
bringing her along slowly and carefully for 
almost two years now,” she said.  “Eventu-
ally I plan to bring Aria back to Florida and 
show her myself.  I’m very happy with her 
progression under Charlie’s tutelage, and I 
am excited for her future.”

Hoag is a highly accomplished grand prix 
dressage rider who competes on the Florida 
winter circuit in the Grand Prix. She spends 
her summers riding in the mornings and 
writing well into the night at her home 
base in Wellington, Florida. When she is 
not horsing around, Hoag is known for her 
suspenseful page-turning novels and has 
16 consecutive New York Times bestsellers 
to her credit with more than 35 million in 
print in more than 20 languages worldwide. 
She has two equestrian themed novels that 
have thrilled the horse world, Dark Horse 
and Alibi Man. For more information on 
Hoag, visit her website at www.tamihoag.
com.

Riding for the Brand
By Charles Schaal

I tuned in to as many of the Olympic 
equestrian events as possible. Whether 
it was eventing, dressage or show jump-
ing, I saw the results of years of work 

and investment that both the rider and 
mount had made in each other.
     Horses and riders alike displayed great 
courage as they charged over jumps know-
ing there was a 10- or 15-foot drop directly 
on the other side. I was amazed watching 
the teams soar over multiple jumps and 
land, ready to do it again in 5 to 10 seconds.   
Dressage, which is my favorite because it is 
only one of the three that I can ever hope to 
do at even a lower level, left me speechless 
as horses elevated across the arena, floating 
from one expectation to the next. 
     But when you get to the level of horse-
manship that we saw in the Olympics, you 
begin to think that The Father gave horses 
a little bit extra in their DNA. Maybe dur-
ing the Creation, part of the glory of God 
leaked onto that first herd of horses.
      I spend many weekends at local horse 
shows. Many of the riders and horses 
travel the same circuit. Through the years 
I’ve enjoyed watching these equine teams 
mature and improve their skills. After a 
while, the fear of entering the arena to be 
judged is replaced with the fun of being 
there and sharing the time with their fami-
lies and their saddle partners.
     I think I often see some of the same 
courage, trust and desire for teamwork 
at these local shows as I witnessed at the 
Olympics. Maybe the level of artistry isn’t 
there, but the opportunity to see the glory 
of God expressed during those moments is 
just as real.
     The beauty of God’s plans for us is that 
He gives so many opportunities to discover 
who He is and how much He loves us. 
Sometimes the opportunities and expecta-
tions are clear. There are other times when 
the path appears a bit muddied and what 
we’re to get out of it is a bit confusing.

     Those difficult times often seem to work 
out, like when He told Martha, the sister of 
Lazarus, “Didn’t I tell you . . . you would 
see the glory of God?”
     In the show arena, unlike in life, only 
one person can get the blue ribbon. Isn’t 
it encouraging that just by entering the 
arena of life, we are promised that there is 
a way to see the glory of God? Each of us is 
entitled to a blue ribbon – not because we 
are better than someone else, but because 
we simply had the courage to ride into the 
arena and tell the judge, “Here I am. What 
do you have for me?”
     At that point it’s about a relationship. 
It’s not about how hard we worked or how 
much we spent on the saddle and outfit. It 
is about how much trust we put in God’s 
love for us.
     Love is at the heart of God’s DNA. When 
we finally break through and begin to expe-
rience a relationship with Him based on His 
love, then we will see the glory of God.

Charles Schaal is the founder of Minnesota 
Cowboy Ministries. This organization is based 
out of southeast Minnesota in Kasson, Minn.  
Charles is committed to partnering with the 
western and equine community of Minnesota 
to provide a wide variety of chaplaincy services 
to individuals and 
groups as 
requested. Since 
the beginning of 
2012, Charles has 
served as a chap-
lain for bull-rides, 
PRCA rodeos, 
open horse shows, 
horsemanship 
clinics, 
"Cowboy Church" as well as one-on-one and 
family ministry 
sessions. He can be reached at 
chas@mncowboyministries.org.

T he Father ’s  DNA

Bestselling Author Tami Hoag’s Youngest 
Dressage Star Wins High Score of the Show

 Highlife’s Aria, owned by Tami Hoag and rid-
den by Charlie Pinneo, were the high score of 
the Spirit Equestrian Center Dressage show in 
California with a 74.06%. 

 (Photo courtesy of Mitch Weiss)

Ta lk ing Horses
 - Joker -

It was a beautiful day for a ride, so I 
thought I would go out and see the 
new home of one of my clients. She had 
recently called and told me her dream 
had come true and she wanted to show 

it to me.
     Her new place was on three and a half 
acres. It had pine trees on one side and 
open space in the back. It had belonged to a 
woman who had died. As she was show-
ing me her new flower garden, I could hear 
and feel something coming up behind us. 
I turned and saw a horse. She immediately 
introduced me to Joker, her dream come 
true. Joker had belonged to the woman 
who had died. She had never ridden Joker. 
I knew my client was an animal lover. Over 
the last four years, I have worked with her 
three cats, two small dogs and a variety of 
fish, but I never knew she had wanted a 
horse. The subject had never come up.
     As I watched and listened to her, I could 
tell that she was in love with this beauti-
ful creature. However, Joker was not sure 
about her. He looked at me and asked me, 
“Do you know where Mimi is?” To his 
surprise, I asked my client, “Who is Mimi?” 
Mimi was his former human. I asked her if 
anyone had explained to Joker that Mimi 
had died. She had not, and did not know if 
anyone else would have even thought of it.
     My client decided to leave the two of us 
alone for a while so that we could talk. At 
first, Joker did not want to trust me or any 
other humans. He was angry that people 
came and took Mimi away. He was also 
mad that he could not protect her from 
them. I just stood there, sending him loving 
energy. Finally, he asked, “Do you know 
where Mimi is?” I said, “Yes, I do.” He ran 
around and came close enough to look me 
in the face. “Where is she? When is she 
coming back to stay?” 
     Explaining death to an animal is not an 
easy thing. I began showing him mental 
pictures of when she was sick and needed 
to go to her “human vet,” that she was ac-
tually very sick and that she died. Joker ran 
around, came back and looked at me, and 
then ran around some more. I just stood 
there and sent him loving energy. He was 
so sad. Finally, he came back to me and 

said, “Mimi is alive. I see her. She doesn’t 
feel like she did before. What did they do to 
her? I want her to stay.”
     Many people believe that when we die, 
or “cross over,” as some people call it, our 
souls or the divine part of us remains alive. 
For a time, our souls carry with them our 
human imprint, so often, people and ani-
mals feel or see their loved ones who have 
died. I often work with dogs and cats that 
see their former humans who have crossed 
over. They often just sit very still and stare 
out into space. It did not surprise me that 
Joker might see Mimi.
     My client came back to see what was 
going on. I asked if she ever noticed Mimi’s 
spirit around. Joker very nicely told me 
that my client did not know Mimi and, of 
course, he was right. My client decided to 
have me spend more time with Joker to 
help him adjust. My client, Joker and the 
dogs gave me the grand tour of the place.     
Joker pointed out to me one of the areas 
where Mimi appears to him. It was where 
her vegetable garden was and where Joker 
would be given treats. I asked him if he 
would like my client to give him treats here, 
and he said no. He wanted his new treats 
closer to the house because my client likes 
doing things around the house. Actually, 
the truth of the matter was that she had 
not had time to get out there. She was too 
busy with her other gardens. I told Joker 
that I would be coming back to talk to him 
and that he could tell me more about Mimi. 
Joker did not respond.
     I am so blessed to have horses like Joker 
in my life. He really cared for Mimi. Until 
next time, happy trails. 

 Kathleen Grimes has been doing both 
animal communication and energy work since 
1990.  She studied animal communication with 
Carol Gurney and Morning Star.  As an energy 
worker, she uses various techniques; among 
them are Quantum Touch and Healing Touch 
for Animals. Learn more about her work on 
her web site: www.brotherwolfandfriends.com.  
Direct questions to Kathy Grimes, anonymously 
if you wish, to (952) 270-4306 or email her to 
have your questions answered in the Valley 
Equestrian at: 
kgrimes@brotherwolfandfriends.com/

Reisenbeck, Germany (August 21, 2012) 
-- Combined Driver Chester Weber, the 
nine-time USEF National Four-In-Hand 
Champion, is sporting an Individual Silver 
medal around his neck following a success-
ful weekend at the 2012 FEI Four-in-Hand 
Driving World Championships. Weber took 
the Championships by storm, driving away 
with the Individual Silver while he and his 
US teammates, Jimmy Fairclough and Joe 
Yoder, captured the Bronze Team Medal.
     Weber made a name for himself in 2008, 
when he became the first American to ever 
win an individual medal in the Four-in-
Hand division at the World Driving Cham-
pionships. Weber won the Individual Silver 
that year, and returned this weekend intent 
on defending his title – which he did with 
brilliance.
     “It was great to be back on the medal 
podium,” Weber said. “The horses were 
fantastic the entire weekend. They had the 
best show of the year.”
     Weber spent the summer competing 
in Europe with his team, turning in one 
successful dressage test after another to 
become known as “Mr. Dressage.” Weber 
maintained his “Mr. Dressage” title at the 
World Championships, winning first place 
with a score of 33.41. Boyd Exell, of Aus-
tralia, placed second in dressage, although 
ultimately Exell took home the Individual 
Gold.
     “My team has really shown a remarkable 
improvement in dressage and it is thrilling 

that we continue to drive away with the 
best scores,” Weber said.
     During the World Championships, We-
ber went into the cones, the final phase of 
the competition, standing in second place. 
A nearly flawless cones test helped him 
secure the Individual Silver. During the 
cones, Weber drove his own Horus du Bois 
and Para along with Jane Clark’s Splash 
and Uniek. 
     “Michael Freund, Ed Young and the 
entire team of horses and people who par-
ticipated in the World Championships have 
clearly shown that the US driving program 
is becoming a force to be reckoned with.” 
Weber said, following the excitement of the 
weekend. “I am honored to be part of such 
a competitive group.”
     Weber said he and Clark are now 
working on plans to compete at the World 
Equestrian Games in 2014 in Normandy. 
“We will likely show in Kentucky this fall 
also,” he said. “We will be bringing Ringo 
and Boris along with that in mind.”
      As one of America’s most driven and 
decorated competitors, Weber entered 
unchartered territory earlier this year when 
he won the USEF Four-In-Hand Champi-
onship for the ninth time. The combined 
forces of Team Weber and Team Clark has 
also proven to be a brilliant move and a 
positive step for American four-in-hand 
combined driving. For more information on 
Weber and his combined driving team, visit 
their website at www.chesterweber.com.

Individual Silver, Team Bronze: 
Dual Medals for Chester Weber at Driving 

World Championships 

Photo: Chester Weber and his team take a victory lap following their success at the 
2012 Driving World Championships in Riesenbeck. 

(Photo courtesy of My Elisabeth Weber)

By Kathy Grimes
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Events for September and Beyond
Call before you haul -- contact information is included in each event listed.
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SUPERLOOPER MONTH NOV 06 BUILT BY KM IN HOUSE PROOF CRX’D

“COWBOY
LEATHER”

We Carry a 
Complete Line of

CODY LEATHER Products!
Wholesale and Retail Prices

Call Shari Today
218.385.3835
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Final Touch Proofreading & Editing
Need Grammar/Punctuation/Spelling directions to get to 

your writing destination?
I’ll gladly guide you along your journey. No funny, 

fake voices! Just genuine dedication to you and 
your project:

 • business communications/ads
• articles, books, blog posts

• resumes, cover letters

Heidi Mann
http://FinalTouchProofreadingAndEditing.com

Final.Touch.Proofreading@gmail.com

Above: A dried up pond is indicative of dry conditions throughout the Midwest 
as drought conditions continue to affect farmers, growers and livestock. 
Below:  CRP acreage has been opened for haying to fill the need for hay to feed 
livestock as many states plan ahead to a winter following the season's drought. 

Drought, Fires,  and the 
Economy Create High Hay Prices

By Ley Bouchard Bill Scebbi, Executive Director of the Colo-
rado Horse Council spoke about hay prices 
recently.  “They are high; drought is bad; 
it’s a phase we all are going through. All 
of us need to work together to find hay for 
each other.  I got a call from someone who 
can’t afford to buy hay but doesn’t want 
to give up their 3 horses.  The prices here 
vary between $12-15 a small bale. Some are 
finding hay at auctions; some hay dealers 
have been fair and keeping their prices 
same as last year.  The wild fires have 
not affected hay prices, fires happened in 
mountains where hay is not grown.  The 
prices run the gambit, they are different in 
every area; people with horses have to do 
the best they can and ask for help when 
they need it. The bottom line is next year 
when we have a great snowfall and wet 
spring it could all be history- no one has a 
crystal ball.”
     Dale Heidelberger of Heidelberger Farm 
Equipment in Pine City, Minn. holds a hay 
auction every Thursday. He said the hay 
quality has been very good  and he sees 
prices around $47. for an 800-pound round 
bale, or $4.75 for a small bale of mixed 
grass and alfalfa. “Guys call from No. Iowa 
or Illinois and we have sent a couple loads 
down there but not much. We sell out ev-
ery week.”  He added that most farmers in 
his area are getting two cuttings this year 
due to dry conditions.

Many people are finding their an-
nual hay bill increasing by more 
than 50 percent. It can make for a 

difficult situation if you feed a lot of head 
and don’t hay it yourself. We talked to 
people across the nation about how they are 
meeting their hay needs and what services 
are available in their region for this month’s 
article. 
     Minnesota and North Dakota are cer-
tainly in a better position than Missouri. 
A drive through Missouri in the middle 
of August showed dried up fields of corn, 
beans and hay crops. Much of the corn was 
being baled. Cattle were grazing on dried 
fields of grass. It was sad and beyond the 
point of where a couple rainfalls would put 
life back into the crops. 
     Mike Holte from the Red River Valley in 
Minnesota says “Price per ton has gone up 
quite a bit this year, because of the shortage 
of hay south and west of here. You get into 
South Dakota and the price will increase 50 
dollars a ton. We ship mostly to Waverly, 
Minn., and have local dairy farmers for 
customers. The quality of the hay tested 
was high; 180 relative feed value, 21 percent 
protein, on the first cutting; the price of al-
falfa is $160.  a ton.   The latter and last cut-
tings are 160 RFV and 21 percent protein.  
We don’t cut after Sept. 10 so the crop can 
grow a little more before winter sets in.”

Difficult Decisions
Difficult decisions – If I have to leave 

home, do I cut ties with an animal 
that has become a part of the fam-

ily and help it get a new job with a new 
rider or move it into semi-retirement?  The 
dilemma is compounded if the owner does 

not have property and must pay a stable 
fee for care and upkeep. If they are able 
to stay at home, what changes do they see 
happening? Regardless, life will not be the 
same for anyone.
     My brother Kenny sold his horse Poncho 
when he got his driver’s license; he re-
placed his hooves for wheels. I think many 
boys do this as they become men.  Girls 
leaving home for college are another deal 
entirely. For girls, it’s like leaving your best 
friend behind. How can you leave your pal, 
your buddy, your confidant? How can you 
let your horse know what’s going on with 
you so you and your horse can adapt to the 
changes to come?
     It was a busy summer schedule of show-
ing in 4-H and open shows, trail rides and 
moments of bonding for Baihley Jorgenson 
a senior at Kasson-Mantorville, Minn., high 
school but for more than a year Baihley 
said, “I have been taking PSEO classes at 
RCTC. I am currently taking some equine, 
business and psychology classes. I want 

to get my equine riding instructor degree 
along with my business degree and maybe 
even study Psychology.  My horse’s name 
in Timeless Eternal but I call him Toby; 
he is a sorrel overo Paint gelding and is 
six years-old. I have had Toby for two 

years now and I show him almost 
every weekend in the spring and 
summer. I show Toby in Halter 
Showmanship, Western Pleasure, 
Western Horsemanship, English 
Pleasure, English Equitation 
and this year we have even tried 
Western Discipline. I purchased 
Toby when he was four and I have 
done all of his pleasure training 
so we have spent countless hours 
together; I feel like I know him 
better than I know some people. 
Toby was not my first horse, but 
I do still have my first horse. His 
name is Socks and I have had him 
since I was eleven. He is the horse 
I would say I have the strongest 
bond with just because of how 
young I was when we got him. 
What really got my attention 
when we were looking to buy 
Toby was his personality. He was 
only four years-old but he was so 
laid back and seemed so comfort-
able around people. He is the 
kind of horse that would much 
rather spend time with a person 
than with other horses. He is such 
a trustworthy horse and I do not 
even hesitate to put little kids on 
him. This summer, two little girls 
showed Toby at an open show and 
he did wonderful for them. He 
even got a first place trophy for 
one of them. I am lucky enough to 
be able to keep horses at home and 
since I will be living and working 
from home while in school, I am 
able to keep my horse.”
     “I have always loved Minne-
sota and I don't think I could see 
myself anywhere else. I don't want 
to do one thing for the rest of my 
life and that is one of the reasons 
why I want to go into the horse 
industry, there are so many things 
I could do. I could go into train-
ing, breeding, therapy or even just 
keep teaching lessons. I am also 
getting multiple degrees so I have 
options. Horses have definitely 
affected my choice in a future 

degree. I have heard people say ‘don't mix 
business with pleasure’ when asked about 
why they did not get a job in the horse 
industry but for me, why wouldn't I want 
to work with horses for living? To me, it’s 
getting paid to have fun and help others 
learn more about horses. I have been teach-
ing lessons for a few years and I don't really 
think of that as working, I get to hang out 
with little kids and teach them about hors-
es; getting paid is a bonus. Horses have also 
made me much more confident and that has 
allowed me to try many new things.”
     Kirsten Nordstrom from Trabuco Can-
yon, California is studying Equine Science 
at Colorado State University where she has 
brought her quarter horse gelding, Cody. “I 
guess it was never really a question for me 
if I was bringing my horse or not. I knew I 
would find a way to make it work finan-
cially and I knew I needed to bring him. My 
horse’s name is Cody; he is a three-year-old 

Continued on  Page 15

quarter horse that I have had since he was 
a yearling. I'm going to Colorado State 
University.  It's so amazing up here in Fort 
Collins. I am planning on using Cody in 
versatility ranch horse this year while I 
pattern him on barrels and then hopefully 
make the rodeo team my sophomore or 
junior year. No one else will ride my horse; 
neither VRH or rodeo team require that 
you share your horse. There may be cir-
cumstances where I would have to lose my 
horse, but I don't see any of them happen-
ing, hopefully. I am an equine science and 
agricultural business double major.”
      Mattie Richardson, from Sheldon, 
N.D., started her second year at school 
in Nevada, MO. “I have two horses now. 
Spike, 22, a Standardbred, and Sunny, 
four, a buckskin quarter horse.  I've had 
him for about five years now. I am 18 now 
and going to school at Cottey College 
which is about 750 miles from where I live. 
I am mainly doing generals now, but I am 
thinking about becoming a high school 
English teacher or perhaps an English 
professor with more school. That's what 
I'm hoping to do after college, but I always 
want writing and horses to be a part of my 
life, too, and am thinking about being a 
part-time author and horse trainer.  
     “Spike and I do lots of things ... mainly 
just trail riding but also some shows in 
the fair and stuff. Spike is my first horse. I 
tried to sell him one time,” Mattie contin-
ued, “ before I went to college, because I 

was worried about having not enough time 
and money to keep the two horses, but I 
called the buyer, crying, before the meet-
ing, to tell him it was off. I love Spike too 
much and just couldn't sell him. My parents 
and I worked it out so that my siblings take 
care of him and help with expenses, and 
in exchange they are allowed to ride him 
whenever they want while I'm in college. 
I am one of the few lucky ones. With 7 
siblings at home, there is always someone 
around to care for the horses. I was lucky 

Difficult Decisions: continued from page 14

A younger Mattie Richardson with her horse, 
Spike, and some of the ribbons they earned to-
gether. To read more about this young lady see the 
Nov. 2011 issue of the VEN online at 
http://www.theveonline.com/issue-back.html

Above: Baihley Jorgenson with Toby; below: Kirsten Nordstrom with Cody.

Sept. 7-9:  MPtHA September Celebration 
at Red Horse Ranch Arena in Fergus Falls, 
Minn. www.minnesotapinto.com/shows.
htm

Sept. 7-9:  MPHA, MN Paint Horse Futurity 
Show at the MN Equestrian Center in Win-
ona, MN www.minnesotaequestrian.com

Sept. 8:  9th Annual Cancer Benefit & 
Houck Finals Weekend at 10 a.m. in North 
Branch, MN www.houckhorsecompany.
com

Sept. 8:  JJ Arena fun show (at 9:30 a.m.) 
and UBRA Barrel Race (not before 1 p.m.) 
at  Balsum Lake, WI; www.balsamlakewi.
com/Events_All.php

Sept. 7-9:  MN Pinto Horse Association at 
the Red Horse Ranch Arena in Fergus Falls, 
Minn.  www.redhorserancharena.com/
events

Sept. 9:  St. Croix Riders WSCA Game Show 
at 8 a.m. in Baldwin WI; www.stcroixriders.
com

Sept. 14-16:  MAHA, MN Arabian Futurity 
Show at the MN Equestrian Center in Win-
ona, MN www.minnesotaequestrian.com

Sept. 14-16:  JP Bell Cutting Horse Event 
at the Dirt Floor Arena in Proctor, Minn. 
www.proctorarena.com

Sept. 15:  Hay Creek Valley Saddle Club 
open show at 8 a.m. at Ellsworth, WI; www.
hcvsc.com

Sept. 15:  GF Jackpot Barrel Racing Series at 
Grand Forks Fairgrounds in Grand Forks, 
N.D. 218-791-8834 218-791-8835

Sept. 15:  3rd Annual WSCA Qualifying 
Show for 2013 at 10 a.m. at Houck Horse 
Company in North Branch, MN., www.

houckhorsecompany.com  

September 22 & 23 - Northern Prairie Shoo-
tout, Twin Valley Riders Club Arena, Twin 
Valley, MN; more infor at www.wildrice-
peacemakers.com.

Sept. 22 & 23: Hunter/Jumper and Eng-
lish/Western Dressage show at the North 
Dakota Horse Park, Fargo, ND. www.
aeerfargo.org

Sept. 28-29: UBRA Grid Iron Futu-
rity in Huron SD,  www.ubra.org/2012/
TourSchedule.html

Sept. 28-30:  Charmayne James Barrel Clinic 
Show at the MN Equestrian Center in Win-
ona, MN www.minnesotaequestrian.com

Sept. 29:  GF Jackpot Barrel Racing Series at 
Grand Forks Fairgrounds in Grand Forks, 
N.D. 218-791-8834 218-791-8835

Oct. 5-7:  MN Saddlebred Futurity at the 
MN Equestrian Center in Winona, MN 
www.minnesotaequestrian.com

Oct. 6:  GF Jackpot Barrel Racing Series at 
Grand Forks Fairgrounds in Grand Forks, 
N.D. 218-791-8834 218-791-8835

See the VEN website for their home page 
scrolling event calendar: theveonline.com.

enough to have a wonderful summer job 
as well, and so I send money home for hay, 
feed, and vet expenses. Spike has always 
taken wonderful care of me. He's my first 
horse and my best teacher in my whole 
horse experience! He may not be the best 
horse in the world, (as some people have 
told me) but he took care of me while I 
learned and taught me more about horses 
and horseback riding than any person ever 
had.”
     Mattie has just published her third 

book, “Golden Sunrise,” which is avail-
able for purchase by contacting her at 
www.facebook.com/Appaloosy7 or at 
(701)-680-8855. 
     Baihley owns and operates County 
Line Stables.  More information may 
be found at: http://www.countylin-
estables.blogspot.com/
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From the Horse's Mouth: Industry News

     The Minnesota Horse Council announces 
several funding programs available this 
year.  These are made possible by the suc-
cess of the Minnesota Horse Expo.
     Scholarships:  the twenty-sixth annual 
MHC/Tony Gasser Memorial Scholarships 
are offered for both high school seniors & 
undergrads, and for grad students (con-
sidered separately), to be used toward 
education that would further the applicant's 
career in and contributions to the horse 
industry in Minnesota.  Applications are 
due by November 1st.  At least ten $2000 
scholarships will be presented at the MHC 
annual meeting next January.  For more 
info, contact Trina Joyce at 612-729-7798 or 
TrinaJoyce@earthlink.net for questions.
     Grants: of a maximum of $7,000 are 
given to Minnesota charitable/non-profit 
equine-related organizations as 'seed 
money' to inspire new projects or capital 
improvements, or for expansions of existing 
projects or services.  Applications are due 
by October 1st.  Grants are presented at the 
MHC annual meeting next January.  Funds 
will be paid out as your project progresses. 
Contact Tim Bonham at 612-721-1007 or 
Treasurer@MnHorseCouncil.org for info.
      Direct Funding:  The Minnesota Horse 
Council offers direct funding assistance 
(up to $500) to any non-profit horse related 
organization that develops or organizes any 
public clinic, program activity, or publica-
tion that advances the goals of the Minne-
sota Horse Council.  Applications accepted 
at any time during the year, responses 

generally within 30 days.  Contact:  Mark 
Ward,  MarkWard@windyridgeranch.com,  
651-436-6557.
 Other Awards Available (different time 
schedules):
     Horse Person Award:  Each year, MHC 
honors someone as the "Minnesota Horse 
Person of the Year", and places his or her 
photo in the Horseman's Hall of Fame at 
the Minnesota State Fairgrounds.  The 
Council is seeking nominations of people 
for this award.  This person should be an 
outstanding person in the horse industry 
-- someone who stands above the rest for 
long-term contributions to many areas of 
equine activity.  Nominations are accepted 
all year, but must be received by November 
1st to be considered this year.  The person 
selected will be announced at the MHC an-
nual meeting next January. Contact:  Dawn 
Moore, dmoore834@comcast.net, or 952-
949-6659 with any questions.
     Pioneer Award:  This award is given to 
a deceased person who was a Minnesota 
horse pioneer – someone who led others 
to horses.  Nominations are due by March 
1st each year.  Contact:  Dawn Moore, 
dmoore834@comcast.net, 952-949-6659.
       Further info about any of these pro-
grams, including application info, is avail-
able from:
-        the Minnesota Horse Council web 
page at www.MnHorseCouncil.org.
-        by writing to Minnesota Horse Coun-
cil, P.O. Box 223, Plato, MN 55370-0223.

Minnesota Horse Council Offers Scholarships, 
Grants, Funding and Awards

LAKEWOOD, Colo. –The Colorado 
Department of Agriculture publishes 
the Colorado Hay Directory annually to 
help connect hay producers with buy-
ers. The 2012 edition of the directory is 
available to the public at no cost.
      “Demand for hay is especially strong 
this year with drought conditions na-
tionwide,” said Wendy White, market-
ing specialist for the Colorado Depart-
ment of Agriculture. “The directory is a 
great way for producers to market their 
hay and it is an important resource for 
buyers across Colorado and the nation.”
      The 26th edition of the Colorado 
Hay Directory features producers and 
brokers of hay as well as companies 
that provide hay-related products and 
services. Categorized by region, each 
listing includes the type and amount 
of hay available, bale type and size, 
whether or not laboratory analysis is 
available, certified weed free status and 
identifies organic hay.
     The Colorado Hay Directory is pub-
lished by the Colorado Department of 
Agriculture in cooperation with partici-
pating Colorado hay producers, Colora-
do State University Extension, and with 
support from Ag Biz Solutions, LLC, 
Colorado Hay Service, Green Colorado, 
Hutchison Incorporated, ProAG-Morris 
Industries Inc. and Scimetrics Ltd. Inc.

Find Hay in Annual 
Directory

All I heard from Ed for three solid 
months was “What were you 
thinking?”
     Well, gals don’t think twice, 

or for more than a split second, when it 
comes to horses -- especially when there’s 
one that needs rescuing. I told Ed I’d feed 
him up a bit, and if he ever made me mad, 
I’d find him a new home. 

     He was thin -- OK, really, really thin -- 
and had lost three of his four shoes. It was 
the eyes that got me. One look and I was 
toast -- and penniless. 
     Everyone needs a good old gray Arab 
gelding. I’d already had two in my life-
time, so this little guy was real easy to fall 
in love with. 
 
     When he arrived with the title of Jobe, 
I figured there was no way I could go 
wrong. 
      Making a few inquiring phone calls as 
to his history, I had a nice visit with the 
owner before last. Cindy said she picked 
him up at a horse sale down south when 
he was dropped off to sell “as is.” End of 
history. If only horses could talk! 
      I’m glad Cindy took a chance on him, 
though, as she found out he was well 
broke, and her family used him as a cattle 

Auf Wiedersehen

horse for a couple years. That was a good 
thing, as we had a few cows at the time 
and, believe me, if an older (especially Ara-
bian) horse has never seen a real honest-to-
goodness cow before, you better be hanging 
on tight but also have the nerve or common 
sense to bail off.
      Barrel racing was Jobe's second job/
family, and I think they overdid it just a 
bit. Note to that family: Feed horse before 
engaging in extra-stressful activities.  
      An extra-small blanket hiding ribs and 
hip bones gradually turned into a medium, 
and when spring arrived, Jobe made it 
known to the entire farm that he was the 
most beautiful horse from here to there.
OK, so maybe I overdid the feed a bit, as 
his coat was so 
slick and shiny it 
was hard to keep a 
saddle on him. Holy 
cats, was he fun to 
ride, though, and 
smooth as butter!
The fun thing about 
getting a new horse 
is finding out its 
personality and 
quirks. Jobe was 
scared to death of 
walking on dandeli-
ons but stared down 
a badger and backed 
him into his hole on 
one of our rides.
      A free-choice salt 
block in his pasture 
wasn’t used much. 
Instead, he would 
lick a person's hands 
and face for hours 
-- even Ed’s!  I re-
ceived some pretty 
interesting stares in 

town after petting my horse goodbye in the 
morning. Green-slime-tattooed cheeks just 
weren’t quite in yet.
      Obsessed with stall latches, that horse 
could outdo David Copperfield with his 
hooves tied behind his back. While taking 
care of a friend’s fancy-dancy thorough-
bred filly for a week while she went on va-
cation, I was horrified to see two open stall 
doors one morning and tracks leading out 
the driveway. I yelled for Ed, the dog and 
even the cat to help, and we followed the 
horse’s tracks for hours, around the section 
and down one dang steep ditch that Ed 
had a little malfunction with. I would have 
laughed harder as he flopped around in the 
water at the bottom if it wasn’t for two lost 

horses that could 
be in big trouble. I 
would be the one 
on trial if anything 
happened to the 
spendy filly!  
     As I was just 
about ready to 
call in an airplane 
search, here came 
Jobe, the dog, the 
cat and the filly, 
walking up the 
driveway to greet 
us, looking for their 
morning feed. Ed 
and I pretended it 
was just a normal 
day. 
      What happens 
on the farm, stays 
on the farm. 
      Getting to know 
him a little more, I 
found out Jobe had 
a fetish for trailers. 
Anywhere we went, 

The Outhouse

www.emilysouthousebook.com  
Volume 2 Available September 6 

Find at Mills Fleet Farms, too! 

that horse was like a two-year-old kid. Turn 
your back for an instant and he’d disappear 
into any open horse trailer around. One 
time he loaded himself up next to a donkey. 
Holy crap, was that hilarious! Jobe had seen 
cows but had never heard a donkey hee-
haw! That kind of cured him from wander-
ing into places he wasn’t supposed to. 
        Getting on in years and diagnosed 
with a heart condition, Jobe let me know it 
was time to let him go. That good old gray 

gelding carried me for many, many years, 
and I will carry him in my heart forever. He 
never once made me mad. 
    I let Jobe pick his own place and, 
wouldn’t you know it, there were no dan-
delions for acres around. 
     “So long, farewell, Auf Wiedersehen,” 
my friend…
 
Emilysouthouse@aol.com
www.emilysouthousebook.com
www.facebook.com/theouthouse

By Tammy Finney

The author, riding Jobe.

Do you enjoy 
meeting people in 
the horse world? 

Do you enjoy sales? 

Do you want to be 
a part of a growing, 

exciting, organic  
publishing venture?  

Call Charles Schaal
National Sales Director
The Valley Equestrian

(507) 319-2531
charles.schaal@gmail.com

Golden Sunrise 
the third novel by
Mattie Richardson

author of Appaloosy and 
Dusty’s Trail

Contact Mattie at:

redheadkid7@msn.com
(701)-680-8855

On Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Appaloosy7 
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Herd Reduction
Foundation Quarter Horse 

Mares for Sale
 (Doc Bar, Three Bars, King, 

Leo and Poco Bueno) 

 

218-790-1790

mostly 
used as 
brood 
mares, 
price 
negotiable

Join the VEN on
 Facebook for 

news during the 
month!

Brothers Zacharias Win the MHARF Trainer's Challenge in St. Paul 

October

Christmas Buyer's Guide
MN EquiFest Recap

Draft Horses Featured
Tribute to Horse Club Secretaries

November

Futurities, Part 1
Getaways - Dream Homes

Dakota 50/50 Recap
Christmas Buyer's Guide

December

Breed Registries
Futurities, Part 2
Winter Getaways

Looking Ahead in the VEN: 

Horse Boarding
3 Gems Tack & Stables

1175 85th Ave NW, Moorhead, MN
text/call 701-306-4478   
3GT@3GemsTack.com
www.3GemsTack.com

Offering indoor/outdoor boarding, 
lessons, indoor/outdoor arenas, round 

pen, trails, 4-H club and more.

Subscribe to  
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Crep/Chackotay.  Some of these 
horses were adopted by their train-
ers who will pay their adoption fee 
in trainers bucks (training another 
MHARF horse) valued at about 
$4,000.  As an added bonus, the 
trainers receive exposure and a 
chance to win cash prizes for the 
Champion and Reserve Champion. 
The Zacharias brothers won the 
top cash prizes in this year's event. 
     Two Lipizzaner horses were 
included in this MHARF Trainer’s 

Challenge.  Maryea 
was trained by Karen 
Lee and purchased by 
her for $1,000.  “Selee-
na, the other Lippy, is 
now in training with 
Karen Lee," explained 
Fitzgerald. Adop-
tion fees for the other 
horses that were not 
adopted on Saturday 
are starting at $650 
and will go up from 
there, depending on 
the individual horse. 
Colonel will stay in 
training with Sid Zach-
arias; his adoption fee 
is now 1,200.” 
     The day was 
packed with activity, 
including a silent auc-
tion of donated items. 
Proceeds of each event 
were as followed: Art 
Auction, just over 
$1,000; MHARF store, 
$1,100; admission, 
$1,000;  and three and 
a half, 55-gallon bar-
rels of food that were 
delivered to the Princ-
eton Food Pantry.  
     The event was 
sponsored by the 
Valley Equestrian 

What to do with 
the unwanted 
horses that 

herd into the Minne-
sota Hooved Animal 
Rescue Foundation? 
Drew Fitzgerald, the 
founder and director of 
MHARF, figured it out 
with the annual MHARF 
Trainer's Challenge.     
   Regional trainers are 
asked to sign up, accept 
the challenge, pick up 
a horse they select to 
work with and take it 
to their stable for three 
months of training.   All 
this activity concludes 
at the event Aug. 25 at 
the Leatherdale Equine 
Center on the University 
of Minnesota Campus in 
St. Paul, Minn. 
     The trainers bring in the horses and 
exhibit what they have accomplished 
in their training program.  During the 
various classes, including halter, pleasure, 
trail, freestyle and a vet and farrier check, 
audience attendees make silent auction 
bids on the horse(s) they wish to purchase. 
And voila!, each of the formerly unwanted 
horses gets a new home.  Well, at least 
that’s the way it is supposed to work.  In 
these economic times, it doesn’t happen 

that way necessarily.  However, on this 
Saturday, nearly half of the horses did find 
new, qualified homes. 
     Horses that were adopted that Saturday 
are listed with the trainer’s name first: Zeke 
Zacharias/Sangria, Tiahna Flemming/
Slippery, Karen Lee/Maryea, Chris Walz/
Gretski, Hannah Welch/Rojo, Brandon 
Pribula/Special Effects, Beth Ash/Kjor 
Sievert, Rachel Walker/Black Magic, Brit-
tany Langager/Houston, Brooke Teste/
Pia, Renne Walker/Phantom, and Melissa 

Newspaper and Cinch Chix. 
     MHARF would like to thank all 
who participated: trainers, volun-
teers, judges,  Jr's #19 BBQ and, of 
course, all who attended.  

Above: Zeke and Sid Zacharias, Grand and Reserve Champions at the 
MHARF Trainer's Challenge.   

Photo courtesy of MHARF webmaster

Left bottom: Brooke Teske riding Pia; 
Center left: Chris Walz on Gretski; 
Above: Tiahna Flemming on Slippery.

Photos by Ley Bouchard

1910 Antique Velie 2-seat Carriage 

Single or double
end hitch, 

original wooden wheels, 
leather-tufted seats.  

$2500. 
Call Karen at: 

(218)790-1790

Complete Equestrian Company. 
Training, Lessons, Clinics, 

40 Acres of Desensitizing Trails,  
www.completeequestriancompany.com 

(612) 414-7597

www.gigihillbags.com/laurahaugen
I am a rep for a new line of handbags based 
out of L.A. called Gigi Hill, I am looking for 

motivated women to join my team, most states 
don't have any stylists yet, so this is truly a 

ground-floor opportunity!! 
I'm also looking for hostesses that would like 

FREE or half-price designer purses, and to 
attend events and horse shows that have 

vendor space available. Please email 
laura.w.haugen@gmail.com

Nature's Edge Wound Treatment ™ is a 
100% natural wound salve for horses and 

other livestock.
We use only the highest quality herbs and 

oils for manufacturing Nature's Edge.
This product was developed by a horse 

owner to use on her own horses' wounds. 
She noticed how it seemed to soothe her 
injured horse when applied to the wound 

and how insects seemed to stay off the 
open cuts.

The word soon got out about how well 
Nature's edge works. People began using it 
for burns, bites, stings, pinkeye and  insect 

repellent. Contact:

Susie Olson 
218-926-5223 

for ordering information.

North Dakota TOBA 
(Thoroughbred Owners & 

Breeders Association) 
Your thoruoughbred horse and 

horse racing connection 
in North Dakota. 

www.northdakotatoba.org or 
northdakotatoba@yahoo.com




