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In the last two articles we have talked 
about preparing your horse for load-
ing into a trailer. Once your horse is 
solid with the go-forward cue and 
crossing objects, and he is comfort-
able near the trailer, he is ready to 
load.

No matter what type of trailer you 
have, make sure it looks as open 
and inviting as possible. Ensure any 
dividers are out of the way and win-
dows are open, anything to make the 
trailer appear less confining. Now, 
as you begin your line work, posi-
tion yourself so that as you ask your 
horse to go forward, he will need 
to go into the trailer to do so. If he 
only steps toward the trailer, reward 
him by releasing the pressure. Let 
him relax a moment and then ask 
again. Your goal is that he makes 
baby steps, if needed. Some horses 
may walk right in but baby steps 
are fine. One leg up, reward him. 
One leg up again, reward him again. 
Maybe the third time or so, ask him 
to stand there for a couple of seconds 
before rewarding him. Just keep 
asking for him to go forward a little 
more, incrementally. Let him know 
he is doing well by releasing (let-
ting him back down) when he gives 
you a little more. If your horse gets 
antsy, go back to the line work just 
outside the trailer for a few minutes, 
and then return to asking him for 
those few steps into the trailer. If his 
forward cue has been established and 
you have released the pressure at the 
right time to reward him, you should 
see him progress to both feet in, and 
then four feet in. Once he is solid 
with that, you can start to ask him to 
stand in the trailer for longer periods.

If your horse goes into the trailer and 
then turns himself around to walk 
back out, you can now make the next 
exercise teaching him how to back 
out of the trailer. We do this the same 
way as going in. Reward for little 
steps, releasing the pressure as he 
makes incremental tries. One thing 
to keep in mind as you are doing all 
these steps, is that you are also trying 
to teach your horse that the trailer 
is a good place to be. One way to do 
this is to make sure that in general, 
the horse gets rewarded for standing 
quietly in the trailer. Ask the horse 
to work outside the trailer, and then 
once he is in the trailer, let him just 
hang out (once he is okay standing 
there). Not asking a horse to move 
is a reward in itself. The horse will 
come to know that the trailer means 
he gets to rest.

In terms of teaching a horse to relax 
while being trailered, it is best to start 
with quiet, short trips and, whenever 
possible, on road conditions that are 
favorable to the horse. So for your 
first trip you don’t want to go up a 
lot of steep hills, around curves, or 
do a lot of stopping and starting. Just 
like teaching them to load, ideally 
you take the time and incrementally 
allow them to build their comfort 
zone of being moved around. And 

of course, the type of trailer you have 
can greatly increase or lessen the 
horse’s anxiety.

You may need to pick up a horse that 
you have bought or take a horse to a 
show or a trail ride and the horse just 
won’t load. At that point you may 
think that you don’t have the time to 
do all the pre-work we have been dis-
cussing. There are two things I would 
say to that position. First, no matter 
how trailer-broke your horse is, by 
going through the exercises you are 

helping to guarantee that he never has 
one of those “bad” days where out of 
the blue he just won’t load. And, with-
out proper training, those days can 
happen a lot. Second, even for those 
unexpected situations, these concepts 
are still effective. This is what I do 
for that “need 
to load in five 
minutes prob-
lem horse.”

Yes, I can do it 
in five minutes 
because I have 
truly come to 
understand 
the nature of 
the horse and 
because I have 
developed the 
timing and feel 
that a horse 
really under-
stands. This is 
my full-time 
job, I have 
learned when 
to release and 
when to push 
to get the best 
results quick 
for the times I 
need a horse to 
load very fast. 
But even then, I 
still go back and 
take the extra 
time later to go 

through all these exercises in more 
detail. And, even if I only have five or 
10 minutes, I still do line work. Cross 
objects if possible, move the horse 
closer to the trailer and then have 
the horse load from the forward cue. 
There is always time to do it right!

So the method is the same for the 
“emergency load” versus schooling 
the horse to trailer well. The only 
difference is in the application. I just 
won’t take as much time to make sure 
the horse is truly comfortable at each 

stage before moving onto the next but, 
as I said before, I will go back and do 
it right once I have the time.

Now to wrap up, let me mention 
some aggressive behaviors that may 
be seen in horses learning to load into 

a trailer. Rearing, cowkicking, using 
a shoulder to push into you, striking, 
bolting and biting are not uncommon. 
These behaviors need to be corrected 
within two seconds of occurrence. If 
you miss that window, don’t bother 
as the horse will not associate the cor-
rection with the action. If the behavior 
is likely to occur, have your dressage 
whip ready and correct by a single 
quick strike as follows.

If your horse rears, strike it below 
the front knee while the leg is still in 
the air. For a cowkick, strike below 
the hock. If your horse bolts, stop his 

feet and bring him back around 
with quick, decisive action. If the 
horse strikes at you or bites, also 
strike it once below the knee. 
Please note, these are corrections, 
not punishments. They should 
never be done in anger and they 
must be done immediately if the 
horse is to understand cause and 
effect. Continue with the correc-
tion for each behavior until the 
horse desists. Continue also to do 
change of direction line work as 
needed to allow the horse to use 
its energy productively and to 
stay focused.

Whether you have a problem 
loader, a sometimes won’t load, 
or even a horse that walks right 
into the trailer, by taking the time 
to do the exercises with your 
horse as I have outlined, you are 
ensuring that your horse will load 
easily under any circumstances. 

Having a horse that will load easily 
any time you ask opens up a whole 
world of activities you can do with 
your horse.

Charles Wilhelm

Trailering Your Horse -- Part III
    Third time is a charm for Barrel 
Racer, Jane Melby in go-round num-
ber three December 5, 2011 Las Vegas, 
NV.    
     Jane Melby of Backus, MN won the 
third go-round of the 2011 Wrangler 
National Finals Rodeo (WNFR) on 
Saturday December 3, 2011. Melby is 
competing in her first WNFR with her 
barrel horse RC Black in Black “Beau-
ty.” Melby and her horse Beauty 
turned in a run of 13.83 seconds to 
claim the coveted third go-round 
championship buckle and prize 
money of $17,885 over the weekend. 

Forget four leaf clovers! 
Gold Buckles are won by three quick 
turns in her sport known for the 
“cloverleaf” pattern. “I’d say qualify-
ing for the NFR was a big honor, but 
winning the round is just doubling 
it,” exclaimed Melby. 
    This is the first time in history a 
Minnesota cowgirl has competed at 
the WNFR dubbed the Super bowl of 
Professional Rodeo . Melby enthusi-
astically said, “It’s just an incredible 
feeling. First out on the ground, end 
up first. Have to sweat it out for the 
other 14 to run.” Melby in the third 
go-round on the third of December 
ended her run in 13.83 seconds. The 

number three is certainly her lucky 
number in Las Vegas. 
     Arena conditions are extremely 
important in the sport of barrel rac-
ing. The riders at the beginning have 
the best footing for their horses. Jane 
took full advantage of running at the 
top of the ground. The repetition of 
the horses digging into the dirt can 
be a disadvantage for riders further 
down the lineup. Each night the 
lineup changes for the contestants. 
     Melby is one of fifteen women 
from across the United States and 
Canada competing for the title of 
World Champion Barrel Racer in 
the Women’s Professional Rodeo 
Association. The Thomas & Mack 
arena on the campus of UNLV hosts 
the 53rd Wrangler National Finals 
Rodeo through December 10, 2011. 
     The opening ceremonies each 
night of the rodeo include a grand 
entry of all 119 contestants on horse-
back. Each performance Melby had 
the honor of carrying in the Min-
nesota State flag to a crowd of over 
17,000 rodeo fans. During her first 
interview in the WNFR Press Room 
she reflected on how exciting and 
emotional it was to carry her state 
flag. 
     The total payoff for the 2011 

Wrangler 
NFR is six 
million 
dollars. Per 
go-round, 
per event 
pays a total 
of $57,692.31 
with it bro-
ken down 
by 1st place 
$17,884.62, 
2nd place 
$14,134.62, 
3rd place 
$10,673.08, 
4th place 
$7,500, 
5th place 
$4,615.38 
and 6th place 
$2,884.62. 
Seven events 
make up the 
nightly rodeo 
performance. 
The aver-
age pays out 

$173,076.92 per event. 
      At the conclusion of go-round 
four on December 4, 2011 Jane Mel-
by had won a total of $23,942.31 in 
prize money at the WNFR making 
her yearend total reach $87,224.88. 
She split 4/5 place with Sherry 
Cervi in go-round number one 
with a time of 14.08 seconds and a 
paycheck of $6,057.69.

Melby makes history for Minnesota, claims $17,885 in 
prize money for 13.83 seconds of work in Las Vegas 

at the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo

NFR 
Photography 

by 

Tammy 
Scheffler 

for the 

Valley 
Equestrian 

News
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BS:  How is the 
ground here 
today?

LS: The ground 
has been so 
much better 
than in the past. 
I really can’t 
complain about 
the ground. You 
know, it’s so 
much the luck 
of the draw. 
When you’re 
on the bottom 
of the draw, it’s 
basic, it’s not as 
good, you’re at 
the bottom of 
the draw, you 
have to fight 
through the 
bottom and take 
advantage when 
you’re on top.

BS: Advice for 
upcoming barrel 
racers?

LS: Follow your 
dreams because you can 
only go as far as your 
dreams. Anything and 
everything you do has 
to stand for hard work. 
Those are the two things 
I’d have to say.

 BS:  Would you recom-
mend joining high school 
or college rodeo?

LS:  I high school rodeod 
and college rodeod; I 
think that’s a great thing 
to do and to receive an 
education, that’s such a 
great thing to remember 
because to get an educa-
tion and have something 
to fall back on; there 
are an elite few that 

get to have this honor, 
you know, it is such a 
vicious sport and you 
don’t know when it’s 
your time and when it’s 

NFR Champ Lindsay Sears Has 
Advice for Future Rodeo Hopefuls
Editor's Note: Tammy Scheffler (pictured right on opposite page and Bobbi Scheffler 
(pictured right, below) covered the National Finals Rodeo held in Las Vegas, NV. Dec. 
1-10, 2011 for the Valley Equestrian Newspaper.  Below is an interview Bobbi held 
with Lindsay Sears, the 2011 WPRA World Champion Barrel Racer fron Nanton, AB, 
Canada, who won $238.864.17 in 2011. The World Champion status is determined by 
money won at sanctioned WPRA barrel racing events. 

No Plea Deals for Jackson
For anyone following 
the story of a 15-year-
old sorrel gelding 
called “Credit Card” 
the details are difficult 
to accept and harder to 
understand; why would 
someone do this? How 
could a soured ro-
mance lead to such 
cruelty?

The Affadavit for 
the Warrant of 
Arrest for Jaci Rae 
Jackson from the 
Circuit Court of 
Columbia County 
Arkansas provides 
details of witness 
accounts for how 
this 19-year-old 
allegedly contrived 
and planned the 
theft and eventual 
slaughter of 'Credit 
Card' and four other 
competition horses from 
the Mulerider Stables 
at Southern Arkansas 
University.

The affidavit indicates 
that Jackson had staked 
out the Mulerider 
Stables speaking to the 
witness telling him that 
the owner of some of the 
horses “had made her 
mad.”

The affidavit says a con-
fidential informant had 
called the McCurtain 
County Sheriff’s office 
Nov. 7, 2011 saying 
Jackson called asking 
for help in moving some 
horses and that “Billy 

screwed it up” adding 
that the horses were in 
McCurtain County, OK 
and had to be moved. 
During a recorded 
phone conversation 
with Jackson, she said 
to the informant that 
she wanted Credit Card 
killed and watched as he 
was shot in the head and 
quartered.

The remains of Credit 
Card, the missing  four 
horses, and horse trailer 
were later found by law 
enforcement officers 
near the home of Jack-
son’s mother, Wendi 
Cox.

McCurtain County 
District Attorney 
Mark Matloff said 
there will be no deals 
for Jackson.  A pre-
liminary hearing has 
been set for March 13 
to deal with the theft 
and cruelty charges 
Jackson faces. 

According to KSLA 
News 12 based in 
Shreveport, LA, 
“The case has cap-
tured the attention of 
a large and outraged 
horse and rodeo 

community online. The 
group, which organized 
through Facebook com-
munity pages, has no 
legal standing on the 
case.  Yet many vowed 
to travel hundreds of 
miles to be there, just to 
demonstrate the rodeo 
community's interest 
and determination to see 
justice."

Shaun Smith, SAU Rodeo Team 
Member and "Credit Card" (Cour-
tesy: Southern Arkansas University)

Lindsay Sears, left, and Bobbi Scheffler, right, pose after the inter-
view at the National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas, NV., where Sears 
became the World Champion Barrel Racer in 2011.

Far right: Page 5   
NFR Champ, 

Lindsay Sears, 
Advice for 

Rodeo Hopefuls
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not, so you have to have 
something to fall back 
on. High school and 
college rodeo are a good 
start. 

Tanya 
Tucker 

performs 
the National 
Anthem at 
the open-
ing of the 
Wrangler 
National 

Finals Ro-
deo Dec. 1, 
2011 in Las 
Vegas, NV.

Above: Tammy Scheffler, left, photographer for the 
Valley Equestrian News at the NFR in Las Vegas, NV 
with Jane Melby, Backus, Minn. barrel racer. See more 
Jane coverage on page 10.

8  Running Scared Across the Prairie
 by Katherine Windfeather-Thompson

9  A Tongue-in-Cheek Observation of Minis
 by Faye Rudenske

10 & 11:  National Finals Rodeo Photo Recap     
12  Tax Case in Virginia, by John Alan Cohan  
b
        Dr. Julia Getty's Nutrition Tip

13   War Horse: A Review by Dawn Bolstad
 
        Cowboy Poetry with Orv

The National Finals Rodeo came Dec. 1-10 to the Thomas and 
Mack Center in Las Vegas, NV. Great cover photos include Cody 
DeMers riding bareback, coming out on the stagecoach is Trevor 
Brazile, steer wrestler Jason Miller, barrel racer Jill Moody, 
the trick riding flag carriers are Madison MacDonald and Niki 
Cammaert during the O Canada celebration and the sponsor's 
cowgirls line up to show the colors.  More photos may be found 
online at www.theveonline.com and on the Valley Equestrian 
Newspaper Facebook page.  

Photography by Tammy Scheffler

Happy New Year, 
dear readers. 
     2012 – The year 

of the dragon. An exciting 
time for us all. Twenty-
twelve -- it just has a good 
ring to it!
    We have plans for 2012, 
the first being a new web-
site where readers may vis-
it for breaking equestrian 
and industry news through 
RSS feeds from organiza-
tions like the American 
Horse Council, American 
Association of Equine 
Practitioners, the United 
States Dressage Federation,  
and other affiliates around 
the country.  
    Want to know what’s 
going on next weekend in 
your area? Come to our 
web site to use the scroll-
ing event calendar. Maybe 

you want to connect with 
one of our writers or ask 
them a question? You may 
link from our home page 
to their home page, blog, 
or Facebook page. We also 
have many and varied op-
portunities for advertising 
right on our home page. 
Visit us soon and often.  
       Tell us what you want 
to see on the website, in 
print, and how we can 
serve you better through 
this and our Facebook 
page.
      We start the New Year 
with coverage of the Na-
tional Finals Rodeo from 
Las Vegas, NV. Mother and 
daughter team, Tammy 
and Bobbi Scheffler, spent 
the week covering the NFR 
for the Valley Equestrian 
News.  This issue is full of 

images from the NFR and 
articles about barrel racer 
Jane Melby from Backus, 
Minn. Go online for more 
images of the rough and 
tumble rodeo action of this 
huge event where 119 con-
testants came from all over 
the country and Canada to 
compete. 
     Thank you for picking 
up this issue of the VEN. 
Please pass it to a friend 
when you are done and pa-
tronize the advertisers that 
brought you this issue.
     Stay tuned next month 
for more exciting news 
from the team at the Valley 
Equestrian News. 

Happy Trails!
Ley Bouchard, Publisher
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RIDINg ON ANgelS’ WINgS’ equINe THeRAPy PROgRAM BRANCHeS OuT
DriViNg wiTh Mickey

      Horses and ponies are commonly 
affected by a noninfectious respira-
tory disease known as recurrent airway 
obstruction (RAO) or heaves).  This is an 
allergic, inflammatory, and obstructive 
airway disease similar to human asthma.  
The term heaves is the oldest and most 
common used term, meaning to raise or 
lift, especially with great effort.  This term 
is directed toward the abdominal muscles 
that have to work extra hard to contract 
in order to force air out of the lungs.  
The “heave line” is the hypertrophied 
(thickened) abdominal muscle line you 
see running from the sternum to flank in 
chronic, severe cases.  So no, your horse is 
not doing ab crunches at night when your 
not looking!
       Heaves is more commonly seen in 
stabled horses, and may be initiated by 
inhalation of dusts containing allergens, 
endotoxins, and molds, from hay and 
bedding.  Obviously not all horses in the 
same environment will develop heaves.  
Several studies have confirmed that 
genetic susceptibility plays an important 
role in which the offspring of a horse with 
heaves were five times more likely to 
develop heaves as well.
      Airway obstruction happens as a 
result of bronchospasm, mucus accu-
mulation, and airway wall thickening.  
Mucus becomes more viscous, and mucus 
production is increased.  Airway walls 
thicken acutely, with signs of edema or 
swelling of the airways, or chronically 
due to airway remodeling.  Remodeling 
is a result of the repeated bouts of heaves 
and repetitive injury to the pulmonary 
tract.  The horse develops fibrous scar 
tissue around the airways, decreasing the 
elasticity of the lungs.
       Clinical signs, like human asthma 
can be anywhere from mild to severe. 
In severe cases the nostrils are flared, 
the respiratory rate is increased, and the 
abdominal muscles are contracting with 
every expiration.  In mild cases your horse 
may cough occasionally, often associated 
with exercise, or during feeding or sweep-
ing the barn, reducing exercise tolerance.
       The diagnosis of heaves is gener-
ally based on history and clinical signs, 
although it can sometimes be difficult to 
differentiate from an infectious respira-
tory disease.  A horse with heaves is 
treated with corticosteroids, which can be 
immunosuppressive at higher dosages, 
and may allow an infectious respiratory 
disease to worsen.  It is important to have 
a thorough exam by your veterinarian to 
confirm proper diagnosis and treatment.  
Horses with heaves may be more suscep-
tible to infectious diseases because of their 
compromised airway and immune sys-
tem, so you may have a mixed diagnosis 
with a need for treatment with antibiotics 
and corticosteroids.
       Management practices initiated for 
treating or controlling heaves include 
changing the horse’s environment to 
eliminate dust exposure.  Ideally, horses 
do better on pasture, but if required to be 
in a barn, improving ventilation, avoiding 
the storage of hay in the loft, and avoid-
ing sweeping/cleaning while the horses 
are inside can all be helpful measures.  
Bedding with chopped cardboard or 
paper produces less dust and allergens 
compared to straw and wood shav-
ings.  Second, the horses diet should be 
changed.  Round bales are typically more 
problematic with increased amounts of 
dust allergens, pollens and molds. Horses 
also tend to tunnel their head inside one 

for the majority of the day, creating a more 
severe environment compared to square 
bales.  It is also best to feed square bales 
on the ground, compared to the elevated 
stall feeders, due to the dust created by 
pulling the hay through the feeder bars.  
Soaking hay in water for thirty minutes 
prior to feeding will further reduce dust 
exposure.  Some horses require hay elimi-
nation and sole feeding of alfalfa cubes or 
pellets instead.
     Treatment beyond environmental 
changes usually requires corticosteroids 
such as dexamethasone or prednisolone 
to reduce inflammation.  Dexamethasone 
given orally is better utilized on an empty 
stomach.  Triamcinolone or depomedrol, 
a 2-4 week duration injectable steroid, can 
also be a more convenient option.   Most 
horses will respond to corticosteroids 
alone, but some will need concurrent 
administration of bronchodilators, such as 
clenbuterol syrup, to open the airways fur-
ther. Bronchodilators are usually used as a 
rescue therapy as needed for attacks.  Hu-
man albuterol tablets have not been shown 
to be efficacious, due to the lack of proper 
gastric absorption.  With corticosteroids it 
is necessary to start at a higher dose initial-
ly until improvement is seen, then gradu-
ally taper off to the lowest dose needed for 
normal respiration.  For pregnant mares it 
normally takes 100 mg of dexamethasone 
for 4 days in a row to cause abortion.  The 
average dexamethasone dosage for heaves 
is 5-20 mg.  So the use of dexamethasone 
on pregnant mares is safer and more 
humane than risking asphyxiation to the 
unborn foal.  Anti-histamines have shown 
very little if any benefit.
     Heaves is a chronic disease that will 
require a life-long change in the manage-
ment of the horse.  The earlier that heaves 
is recognized and diagnosed, and the 
more rigorously the horse’s environment 
is changed to avoid recurring respiratory 
attacks, the better the outcome, and the 
less irreversible scarring to the lung.

Does Your Horse Have Abs?
By Darin Peterson, DVM, CAC

Riding on Angels’ Wings
2nd Annual Mixed Stag Night

March 30, 2012
(must be 21 to attend)

  Hartl Ag Building-Red River Valley Fairgrounds
West Fargo, ND 

Doors open at 6:00 P.M.
Pork Roast Dinner
Cash bar available
1st Prize $200 cash                    

 2nd Prize $100 cash  
3rd Prize $75 cash    
4th Prize $50 cash
5th Prize $25 cash

Need not be present to win cash prizes
Many more prizes & raffles

Proceeds benefit Riding On Angels’ Wings Therapeutic 
Horseback Riding Program

Only 350 tickets will be sold - $25.00 each
Info on sessions is as follows:

Spring session dates:
March 19th thru May 12th  (8 weeks)

   Summer session dates:
June 4th thru August 23rd   (12 weeks)

Fall session dates:
September 17th thru November 10th (8 weeks)

Riding On Angels’ Wings 
(ROAW), Felton, MN, is a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization 
whose goal is to strengthen, 
empower and educate 

individuals with physical, cognitive, 
behavioral and emotional disabilities 
through partnerships with horses. ROAW 
was founded in 2002 by Bette Shipley, the 
mother of a child with Cerebral Palsy and 
Congenital Heart Defects. After seeing the 
physical benefits riding a horse had on her 
son DJ, she desired to offer therapeutic 
horseback riding to other children with 
disabilities.
     Here, 
Polly 
Thorsness 
shares the 
story of 
Mickey, 
a ROAW 
horse since 
2010, but 
who now 
has a new 
skill to offer.  
—Ed.

     Mickey 
is one of 
the horses 
at ROAW, a 
6-1/2-year-
old Haflinger 
gelding donated to the program by Dave 
and Heather Gilbert of Thompson, ND, 
in July 2010. Mickey was bred by CTL 
Haflingers in Warren, MN. Heather and 
Dave Gilbert had purchased him as a 
yearling. During their time with Mickey, 
they began some lunging, ground driving 
just walking behind him and desensitizing 
him. He was also hobbled along the way 
and did some basic riding.
     Dave and Heather’s first contact with 
Riding On Angels’ Wings was in June 
2006, when they donated an Appaloosa/
Thoroughbred cross gelding, ElRae, to 
the program. ElRae was a huge asset to 
ROAW for six years. 
     Such donations of horses benefit 
the program greatly, as the price of 
purchasing a horse reduces the money 
available for scholarships awarded to 
enable children to participate in the 
program.
      With Mickey’s early training and 
subsequent experience in ROAW’s 
Equine-Assisted Activities, we decided 
the next step was to train him to pull carts 
and “drive” people around. We were 
looking forward to using Mickey in our 
Hippotherapy program and beginning 

some driving classes for the students.
     Hippotherapy is a physical, 
occupational and speech-language 
therapy treatment strategy that utilizes 
equine movement as part of an integrated 
intervention program to achieve functional 
outcomes. Equine movement provides 
multidimensional movement, which is 
variable, rhythmic and repetitive. The 
horse provides a dynamic base of support, 
making it an excellent tool for increasing 
a child’s trunk strength, control and 
balance; building overall postural strength 
and endurance; and addressing weight 
bearing and motor planning issues. Equine 
movement offers well-modulated sensory 

input 

to vestibular, 
proprioceptive, tactile and visual channels. 
During gait transitions, the therapy patient 
must perform subtle adjustments in the 
trunk to maintain a stable position. When 
a patient is sitting forward astride the 
horse, the horse’s walking gait imparts 
movement responses remarkably similar 
to normal human gait. The effects of 
equine movement on postural control, 
sensory systems and motor planning can 
be used to facilitate coordination and 
timing, grading of responses, respiratory 
control, sensory integration skills and 
attentional skills. Equine movement can 
be used to facilitate the neurophysiologic 
systems that support all of our functional 
daily living skills.
     Mickey traveled to Barnesville where 
I began to teach him to pull carts. He was 
a gem to train, as he has had quite a bit 
of experience being handled through the 
ROAW program. We ground-drove him 
one night, hooked him to the cart the 
second night and, that same weekend, 
traveled to a harness club event where 
club members Barry Anderson (driving), 
Bob Feakes (outriding) and I (walking 
beside) took Mickey on a drive of more 

than four 
miles, along 
with several 
other rigs and 
outriders. ( See 
photo at right.) 
At first, Mickey 
was hesitant 
and not quite 
sure of the 
pressure the 
cart placed on 
his shoulders. 
Because the 
terrain was 
quite rough, 
he also became 

a little 
frustrated 
from time 
to time 
because 
the cart 
jerked a bit. 
Additionally, 
he had to 
master some 
tight turns, 
which can 
be difficult 
because a 
horse has to 
learn to side-
step within 
the shafts. 
Mickey also 
had to learn to push 
into pressure when 
driving because he 
was accustomed to 
“giving in” to pressure 
when being used for 
therapeutic riding. 
But he learned very 
quickly. He is a solid 
horse with a good 
disposition, and was 
calmly talked through 
his issues. By the time 
the drive was over, 
Mickey was driving 
really well, along with 
his turns, and I was 
able to spend some 
time riding in the cart.
     Mickey pulled the 
cart on the way back 
from his first real 
drive. He was very 
relaxed and comfortable by this time, and 
mostly tired.
     After that first long drive, Mickey was 
hooked up to the cart several times and 
went down the road like an old plow 
horse. He even moved to the side of the 
road when approaching a hill without 
being prompted, as if he knew he should 
be to the right in case a car was coming. 
Smart horse! Mickey’s size and draft-type 
body make him an excellent driving horse. 
He is strong enough to pull quite a bit of 
weight in a cart or wagon, yet because 
he is not so tall, he is easy to harness and 
handle. 
     At ROAW, Mickey is SO MUCH fun to 
have around because of his personality! 
He “talks” without words and has a 
“young heart.” He is the horse most will 
see bouncing around in the pasture, trying 
to get all the other horses to play, and 
yet the first one to check things out very 
carefully if something is wrong in the barn 
or pasture. Mickey’s love for driving is 

    
Dr. Darin Peterson was born and raised on 
a horse and cattle ranch in Rosholt, SD and 
received his B.S. in Animal Science from 
SDSU.  Dr. Peterson worked for Fort Dodge 
Animal Health for one year following gradu-
ation and then went on to VeterinarySchool 
at Ross University. He completed his final 
clinical year at Texas A&M in 2005 and came 
directly to us at Casselton Veterinary Service.
    Dr. Peterson enjoys seeing all species, 
but concentrates most of his time on large 
animals. Dr. Peterson has completed Options 
for Animals, Animal Chiropratic Course and 
is certified through the International Veteri-
nary Chiropractic Association. He joins Dr. 
Bartholomay as the only two certified animal 
chiropractors in the state.
    Dr. Peterson and his wife, Andrea,became 
proud parents to their daughter, Quinn, in 
2010. In his free time, he enjoys trail riding 
with his family, training horses, team-roping, 
and hunting. Dr. Peterson also enjoys 
spending time with his two dogs; Kenzie and 
Skeeter, six horses, and Elmer, their minia-
ture donkey. 

SD Native Part of Team USA to Place 4th at 
FEI Jr. and Young Rider World Endurance  

Championship in Abu Dhabi
From the USEF Communications Department

lexington, Ky - The u.S. finished fourth 
among 19 teams in Abu Dhabi, UAE, at 
the FEI Junior and Young Rider World En-
durance Championship despite an uphill 
battle that included an injured horse at the 
first inspection.  
      "What an exhilarating team effort and 
realistically an unexpected result - but 
privately hoped for," said Chef d'Equipe 
Emmett Ross.    
    Unexpected, in part, because Natalie 
Muzzio's horse Khalil Asam was not able 
to ship, resulting in the loss of Team mem-
ber Steven Hay. Then, at the first inspec-
tion on Friday, Kyle Gibbon's horse, Misu 
Koran, owned by Stephen Rojek, presented 
with a sore shoulder 
and was not able to 
start. There are five 
vet checks through-
out the race to check 
the horse's sound-
ness and metabolic 
capacity in order 
to be allowed to 
continue.
      The three remain-
ing Team members 
- 16-year-old Kelsey 
Russell (Willison, 
FL) on Gold Raven, 
17-year-old Mary 
Kathryn Clark (Eat-
onton, GA) aboard 
Cheryl Van Deusen's 
DA Al Capone, and 
18-year-old Kelsey 
Kimbler (Aberdeen, SD) 
on Kirsten Kimbler's 
Cody Canuck - would all 
need to finish the course 
to post a team score and rank as a team 
(aggregate total time of three riders score 
as a team). 
     All three U.S. Young Riders did just 
that, with Russell and Valerie Kanavy's 
Gold Raven, a 10-year-old Arabian mare, 
finishing sixth individually in 5 hours, 37 
minutes.
       Before the race I reminded our young-
sters that they had never raced as fast as 
they were going to be asked to, or under so 
much pressure," Ross said.
     The 120km race was represented by 76 
riders between the ages of 14-21 from 29 
countries. The course included deep sand 
for 12km out of the first 33km on the first 
loop - a concern for the U.S. Team, Ross 
said, "because of the lack of experience of 
our riders in sand."    
      "But everyone here - riders, mentors, 
families, crew, and staff were positive 
throughout," Ross said. "As Chef I had 
to try to have the riders understand that 

their task had many levels of responsibili-
ty for the team to accomplish a respectable 
team result - finish well with each horse 
giving it's all."
      Ross said that result did not material-
ize until the last loop. "And actually not 
until the last portion of the last loop," he 
said. "The USA team result started with a 
13th-place position for the first loop, and 
each loop improving two to three posi-
tions. I felt that our only chance to even 
finish a team well was to stick to a very 
closely monitored effort. Several of us who 
had worked here often saw how many 
strong looking and leading visiting horses 
simply crash on latter loops. We adopted 

the monitored plan 
and changed the 
goal for the horse/ 
rider combination 
after each loop." 
      Kimbler and 
Clark were sepa-
rated after the first 
loop by about 10 
minutes, but start-
ing with the third 
loop, Kimbler and 
Cody Canuck, a 
14-year-old Arabian 
gelding, caught 
up to Clark and 
DA Al Capone, a 
16-year-old Arabian 
gelding.
     "They essentially 
rode together the 
rest of way with 

Al and MK providing 
some last-loop energy to 
Cody and Kelsey who 

were tiring somewhat," Ross said. "In fact, 
these two team members and their won-
derful horses did each loop slightly faster 
than the previous, as planned, except for 
the third loop which virtually knocked all 
horses down somewhat off their previous 
pace or closing pace."
     The U.S. Team horses are doing well 
and will head home on Tuesday. 
     "It is a remarkable accomplishment for 
the Young Riders," said Vonita Bowers, 
director of endurance and reining at the 
USEF. 

Kelsey Kimbler on Cody Canuck and 
Mary Kathryn Clark on DA Al Capone 
walking in.

Quality Feed
Pays Off!

J & S Farmer’s Mill
104 5th Avenue SE

Barnesville, MN 56514

218.354.2247
1.877.521.0150
218.493.4574

Jim & Sue Heng, OwnersSee Jim for all Your Horse Feed!

written all over him as he heads off down 
the road. His perked-up ears show he is 
happy and very proud of his “job”! 

    Top left: Kirk Shipley and son Levi taking 
Mickey for a drive on December 11th.   It had 
been a while since Mickey returned to ROAW, 
and this was his first drive back on the farm. 
He didn’t miss a step!  Bottom left: Bette and 
Kirk Shipley posing with Mickey after a drive 
around the farm at ROAW.

Mickey is registered with the American 
Haflinger Registry as a pure-bred Haflinger. 
There are two distinct types of Haflingers: the 
old-fashioned, small, draft-type, like Mickey, 
and the lighter saddle-type found more in 
newer bloodlines. 
     Mickey is currently being used at ROAW 
in the Hippotherapy program and some 
Adapted Riding classes, and we are working 
with him to begin driving classes. 

Article and Photos by Polly Thorsness

"Look back at our struggle for freedom,
Trace our present day's strength to its source,
And you'll find that man's pathway to glory,

Is strewn with the bones of the horse."   
Anonymous

Happy Valentine's Day!
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A Tongue-in-Cheek Observation of the Miniature Horse

Like the Klondike ® 
television ad jingle 
“What would you 

do-ooo for a Klondike® 
bar,” I often hear, “What 
can you do-ooo with a 
Mini?”

Pooper Scooper Size
So what can you do 
with a Mini? A guy 
once told me that I 
only liked Minis be-
cause they didn’t poop 
as much! Whaaat? 
Apparently he never 
cleaned up after one. 
On our farm, we pre-
fer poop—the more 
the merrier because 
the alternative is not 
good…all astute horse 
owners know that. 
Who judges someone 
by the size of their 
pooper scooper any-
way?

Attitude
Another guy told me 
I like minis because 
they were easier to 
handle. Whaaat? Ap-
parently he never met 
my Mini stallion, Can-
terbury Gold Rush. 
The description on 
my website says: “If you 
could bottle “attitude,” 
you would have Gold 
Rush, and I’d be a multi-
millionaire!” Obviously, I 
am not [a millionaire], but 
there are some that could 
sure use an antidote for 
“attitude” and most know 
what I mean. I think Gold 
Rush’s next son will be 
named Trump!
     All kidding aside, Min-
is are tough and strong. 
Like their larger coun-
terparts, they can have 
their “moments,” but, in 
general, are sweet, loving 
and kind if handled con-
sistently.

Potato Chips
A popular saying among 
Miniature Horse owners 
is that they are like potato 
chips—you can’t have just 
one. That’s true. I seldom 
see a one-Mini owner. 
I say that sneeringly…I 
went from single digits 
to double digits in record 
time despite the fact that 
breeding is so curtailed at 
my farm the stud thinks 
he’s been gelded. It’s all 
in his head, of course, but 
why not let him think it? 
Presidential candidate 
Newt Gingrich recently 
took a “vow” in Iowa, I 
believe, so why not Gold 
Rush?

Looking for a Change
For those say they’ll never 
own one of the little bug-
gers, I say, “give it time.” 
Sooner or later, as age sets 
in, those little buggers 
look more inviting espe-
cially if you are afflicted 
with Equine Maniac Syn-
drome (EMS). For those 
medically challenged it’s a 
“blood disease” meaning 
horses are in your blood 
with no known cure. The 
only thing that helps is to 
own horses even if horse 
ownership sucks you dry 

financially (with the big 
horses, snicker, snicker), 
but at least your ailment is 
under control.
     When your joints get 
stiff, your body aches 
more and your reflexes 
aren’t what they used to 
be those little buggers 
start looking better all 
the time. Most of us pack 
on a few extra pounds 

and that Mini toughness 
comes in handy when they 
pack your ample girth 
around in the two wheeled 
cart—the one that’s easy 
to get into—the EZ entry 
cart. No more hopping 
about on one leg trying 
to get a foot in the stirrup 
or looking for something 
to climb onto while you 
attempt to straddle a horse 
that’s already a bit miffed 
because you added some 
extra poundage and then 
drop onto their back like a 
lead balloon because your 
little stilt like legs can’t 
hold up your back side like 
it used to.
     Mini ownership isn’t 
just for the seniors. They 
appeal to all age groups. 
I just happen to be in the 
earlier mentioned age 
group so I tend to know a 
bit more about that aspect. 
If you’re looking for a 
change, you came to the 
right breed.

Good for the Soul
Seriously, what can you do 
with a Mini? After all, they 
are “mostly” too small to 
ride. To me, there are more 
benefits than disadvantag-
es. They eat less, so your 
grocery bill is a quarter of 
the cost. Regular hoof trims 
are necessary of course, 
but shoeing is quite rare 
(don’t confuse with the 
expensive, cute, adorable 
sneakers). Minis require 
less space, therefore, you 
can have more of the little 
buggers (remember the po-
tato chip analogy). They’re 
like wooly teddy bears in 
the winter, and you can 
pick up, carry around and 
spoil the newborn babes. 
When they get older, they 
don’t understand WHy 
they can’t sit in your lap 
anymore!
     You can haul them in 
your van or the back seat 

of your car, but NOT in a 
cardboard box in the back 
of your truck (a forthcom-
ing story).
      They are good for 
grandmas and grandpas, 
little children, big children, 
teenagers and every age in 
between. They make good 
wedding gifts (another 
forthcoming story), preside 
over children’s birthday 

parties, offer comfort 
and support in times 
of turmoil, tragedy 
and crises. In other 
words, they are good 
for the soul.

It Takes Talent
But, other than pasture 
ornaments or lawn 
mowers, what can they 
do?
     Well, if you have 
never been to a Minia-
ture Horse show, GO! 
even if you’re a dyed-
in-the-wool horse rider 
who turns a disdainful 
eye towards the show 
ring, just go.
     In addition to halter 
(stop yawn-
ing) and color 
classes divided 
by age and 
height, these 
pint sized 
horses are 

incredible jumpers 
if you can keep up 
with them. Double 
dare you to try!
     If you’ve packed 
on some pounds, 
it’s a good way to 
take it off, that is, 
if you can keep up 
with them. It takes 
talent on both ends 
of the lead, and 
there are some 
mighty fine folks 
that are serious 
competitors.
     There are the 
harness classes 
with different divi-
sions ranging from 
speedy roadster 
classes to western 
pleasure and styl-
ish park.
     Like dressing 
up in costumes 
(whether you ad-
mit it or not)? Don’t 
have to wait for Halloween 
for that one. The shows of-
fer a class for that too.
     Enjoy racing? How 
about some chariot racing?
If you have ever had the 
opportunity to drive a 
well-trained mini, it is an 
incredible rush regardless 
of whether in the show 
ring or out and about. 
Drive a single, a pair, a uni-
corn/tandem hitch, four up 
or six up. (The Budweiser 
team of 8-up is certainly 
impressive, but I think 
they need to add a hitch 
of Minis too!) These little 
stinkers can road trot until 
the wheels hum. There is 
nothing quite like it.

Very Small Equine (VSE)
     Driving competitions 
abound for VSE (Very 
Small Equine) that com-
pete against each other in 
the obstacle classes. The 
American Driving Society 
(ADS) offers combined 
driving events (CDE), 

which include dressage, 
cross country marathon 
and cone driving as well 
as pleasure driving, which 
also includes obstacles, 
driving dressage, ride and 
drive, and a pleasure driv-
ing marathon.
     These events and classes 
are a testament to the skill 
of horse and rider as it tests 
the fitness, stamina, and 
obedience of the horses as 
well as the judgment and 
capability of the driver.
     If you think it’s easy—
try it—especially the water 
course or travel around a 
bunch of cones (at speed) 
without upsetting the deli-
cate balancing ball on top. 
It takes precision, balance, 
obedience and skill.
     Don’t like to show? Try 
ADS’s recreational driving 
program.
     If that’s not your style, 
there are driving clubs 
throughout the United 
States that have leisurely 
monthly carriage rides. 
Even Long Island New 
Yorkers get in the action. 

Paumanok Driving Club, 
their one and only driv-
ing club, was established 
in 1985. In the Midwest, 
the “Best of Iowa in Traces 
Society” holds events 
throughout the year.
     Enjoy parades? Be the 
center of attention. Just 
make sure your Mini is 
kid proof (and firecracker 
proof and fire engine 
whistle proof). If they do 
tricks, that’s another excel-
lent crowd pleaser.

Never-Ending List
Back to the show ring, 
there are also in-
hand obstacle classes. 
Designed like the trail 
classes for big horses, 
the only difference 
is that you lead your 
Mini through the des-
ignated obstacles.
     More and more 
open shows offer these 
in-hand trail classes. I 
have designed many 
courses, which include 

crossing plastic tarps, 
wooden bridges, cavaletti, 
small jumps, car washes, 
side passing, turn on the 
forehand, turn on the 
haunches (no touching al-
lowed) and a whole host of 
other obstacles.
     Showing is a GREAT 
venue for our youth and 
the Miniature Horse orga-
nizations have stepped up 
to the plate. Likewise, there 
are no social barriers when 
it comes to showing Minis 
just as there are no age 
or size impediments for 
people, that is. Miniatures 
make ideal companions for 
people and other horses. 
They also make wonderful 
therapeutic horses that vis-
it nursing homes, schools 
and, in some cases, hospi-
tals. They are even used as 
“seeing eye” horses.

Different Packages for
 Different People
     Minis come in many dif-
ferent packages—size and 
color-wise. They can be an 
overo, tobiano, Appaloosa 

or solid—palo-
mino, buckskin, 
cremello, perlino 
and a “hundred” 
variations of 
colors that aren’t 
seen in other 
breeds or so it 
seems.
     Just because 
Minis are a size 
breed doesn’t 
mean there are 
any less impres-
sive than the big 
horses. Their pedi-
grees read like the 
Who’s Who of the 
best. 
     Two regis-
tries, AMHA 
and AMHR, 
are devoted to 
preserving these 
little creatures. If 
your Mini is an 
R-registered horse 
(AMHR), then it 
can be either an A 
or B size. “A” is 34 
inches and under. 
“B” is over 34 to 
38. Go over those 
sizes, and you’re 

outta luck.
    If registered with AMHA 
and your horse is over 34 
inches (measured from 
the last hairs of the mane), 
you’re outta luck too. They 
don’t have a “B” size.
     If you’re still on the 
fence, visit a Miniature 
Horse farm. Most Minia-
ture Horse owners wel-
come the opportunity to 
show off their tiny tots. Just 
don’t call them “ponies” 
as the proper terminology 

really is Miniature Horse 
or Mini.
   For those that like foals 
and forget they grow up, 
these horses retain the 
“baby” size. Just don’t be 
fooled by their diminutive 
size. They have all the in-
stincts of the bigger horse; 
they just come in a smaller 
package, and they don’t 
recognize the fact that they 
are small…
     If you are thinking 
about becoming a new 
Miniature Horse owner, 
please be responsible. At 
the very least, learn Horse-
keeping101 from experi-
enced horse owners; edu-
cate yourself; ask questions 
and understand that horse 
ownership is a commit-
ment. These little equines 
depend on you for food, 
shelter and TLC. Con-
sider every aspect before 
purchasing. Choose wisely. 
Conformation, health and 
temperament are extremely 
important. Prices vary and 
you generally get what you 
pay for.
    The next time someone 
asks you what do you do-
ooo with a Mini, now you 
can tell them. I am sure 
there are many more things 
not covered in this article, 
so let us know what your 
Minis do.
    One last word of advice: 
just try to hold off on over 
consuming the potato 
chips…smirk…smirk…I 
double dare you!
   (You can visit the au-
thor’s website at www.
heartnsoularabians.com. 
Don’t let the name fool 
you, it’s over run with 
Minis).

     Faye Rudsenske has 
owned, bred, trained and 
shown horses for 45 years. 
She bought her first Arabian 
(after a succession of several 
breeds) in 1979 and hasn’t 
looked back. Today she is 
overrun with Miniature 
Horses as well. A former 
equine magazine editor, she 
continues to freelance for 
various publications, is an 
American Horse Publications 
Award Winner, wrote the 
book Khemosabi, Now and 
Forever, and is also an equine 
nutrition consultant, who 
spends an inordinate amount 
of time educating horse own-
ers, all over the U.S., about 
nutrition.
     Her website is www.heart-
nsoularabians.com

By Faye Rudsenske
Running Scared Across the Prairie

By Katherine Windfeather-Thompson

Ocala, FL (January 23, 2012) 
-- Chester Weber, the 
eight-time USEF National 
Four-In-Hand Combined 
Driving Champion, had 
a stellar 2011 on both the 
national and international 
field, ending the year 
with the highlight of 
being named a 2011 USEF 
Equestrian of Honor. As 
America’s most decorated 
combined driver, Weber 
also won the Becky Grand 
Hart Trophy, an awarded 
presented to international-
level non-Olympic athletes.

Weber was presented the 
Becky Grand Hart Trophy 
during the United States 
equestrian Federation’s 
Annual Pegasus Awards 
ceremony. The prior 
evening, Weber’s team 
of horses made a clean 
sweep of the National 
Combined Driving Four-
In-Hand Horse of the Year 
category. Splash, owned 
by Jane Forbes Clark, took 
home the Championship 
with Weber’s horse Reno 
W earning the Reserve 
Championship. Uniek, 
also owned by Clark, 
along with Weber’s horses 
Rolex W, Para and Boy W 
rounded out the Four in 
Hand Horse of the Year 
honors. 

The Becky Grand Hart 
Trophy also was awarded 
to Weber thanks to a 
banner year with his team, 
which included winning 
four CDEs in the United 
States and sweeping 

across Europe driving 
into the winner’ circle at 
some of the world’s most 
prestigious shows. Weber 
and his team won at CAIO 
Veces, CAI Altenfelden 
and CAIO Riesenbeck. 

Weber, who is well known 
for supporting the field 
of combined driving, also 
served as the chef d’equipe 
for the 2011 FEI World 

Pony Team Championships 
and the FEI World Pair 
Championships. “I was 
thrilled and very honored 
to win the Becky Grand 
Hart Trophy,” Weber said. 
“I was equally pleased that 
our horses took home the 
Horse of the Year titles. 
Everyone associated with 
Team Weber worked hard 
throughout the year and it 
was great to be rewarded 

for our effort.”

Weber added that 2011 
was enhanced by the 
addition of Clark’s horses 
to his team. “We competed 
Splash and Uniek 
throughout the year and 
it was great to see Splash 
end up on top, taking 
home the Championship 
in the Horse of the Year for 
Four-In-Hand horses.”

Weber, who was part 
of the winning Silver 
Medal 2010 Alltech FEI 
World Equestrian Games 
Combined Driving team, 
was also named a USEF 
Equestrian of Honor in 
2008 and won the Becky 
Grand Hart Trophy that 
year. Weber’s star horse, 
Jamaica, was also in the 
spotlight in 2008 when he 
won the USEF Farnam/
Platform Horse of the 
Year title. “I love the sport 
of Combined Driving, it 
truly is my passion, and 
it is always a great joy for 
me to be honored by the 
USEF. Part of my passion 
for Combined Driving 
includes promoting the 
sport and I am pleased 
to be involved in the 
USEF and the USET. I 
was named to the USET 
Foundation Board of 
Trustees early this year 
and that was certainly 
another fantastic moment 
in my career,” Weber said.

In addition to his 
outstanding competition 
accomplishments, which 
includes representing 

Combined Driver Chester Weber Drives Away With Becky Grand Hart Trophy, 
Equestrian of Honor and USEF Four-In-Hand Horse of the Year

 USEF President David O’Connor (left) and Chester 
Weber.  Weber, the eight-time USEF National Four-
In-Hand Combined Driving Champion, was named 
a 2011 USEF Equestrian of Honor and took home the 
Becky Grand Hart Trophy at the USEF’s recent Pegasus 
Awards banquet. Weber’s team of horses was also honored, 
sweeping the Four-In-Hand category in the race for Horse 
of the Year.   Photo courtesy of Geoff Oliver Bugbee/USEF)

the U.S. in three World 
Equestrian Games, 
Weber is a prime mover 
in the organization of 
three combined driving 
events, including the top 
rated CAI-B Live Oak 
International. Taking 
place on his own Live Oak 
Stud, 2012 CAI-B Live Oak 

International will for the 
first time include a grand 
Prix jumping division. 

To learn more about Weber 
and his combined driving 
team, visit their website at 
www.chesterweber.com.

     Ley Bouchard, Edi-
tor of the Valley Eques-
trian News, and her friend 
Karen were literally at the 
end of their ropes. They 
needed a quick solution 
to a frustrating problem 
that had the potential to 
be fatal. After tracking 
two geldings over plowed 
Western Minnesota fields 
for more than three hours, 
the two simply could 
not get them to stop long 
enough to be caught. 
One of the geldings was 
lame, but even that wasn’t 
enough incentive for him 
to slow down.
     Karen owns close to 20 
mares, foals and geldings. 
Some time in the earlier 
hours of the day, the whole 
herd had been spooked by 
a llama, which had broken 
through fencing between 
Karen’s ranch and a neigh-
bor’s. The herd spooked, 
stampeded through the 
fence and scattered out 
into the rural area, which 
is mostly agricultural. 
Terrified, they split off into 
two groups. The larger of 
the two was rounded up 
and contained in a pen by 
neighboring ranchers fairly 
quickly, but the remaining 
two geldings continued to 

flee in the opposite direc-
tion.
     Ley, her partner Bill and 
Karen tracked the horses in 
a truck loaded with feed to 
entice them, but that didn’t 
convince the horses to stop. 
Several times they drove 
out in front of the horses to 
try to stop them, but again, 
their efforts were thwarted. 
Every time they got close, 
the horses would bolt in 
a direction away from 
the truck. Several times, 
when the horses stopped 
long enough to catch their 
breath and face their pur-
suers, Karen would slowly, 
quietly get out of the truck 
and try to approach them 
but they always moved 
away and resumed their 
flight. 
     Realizing that this was 
getting them nowhere, Ley 
decided to forgo the risk 
of ridicule and employ 
another tactic. She called 
me in California, and asked 
if I thought I could do 
anything to help. I knew 
I could, and asked her for 
the two horses’ names, 
which is how I “zero in” 
on an animal or a person. 
According to Ley, Pal, the 
lame one, was a 23-year-
old palomino that had 

always been a gentle trail 
horse that anyone could 
catch or ride, as was his 
sorrel accomplice in this 
chase, named Max.  
     At the time, I was work-
ing in an office well over a 
thousand miles away from 
the stray horses. For once, 
it was quiet and I was not 
scrambling to accommo-
date a demanding employ-
er, so I immediately sat 
down to do a long-distance 
healing on these two terri-
fied horses. 
     It only took me a few 
minutes to access the emo-
tional bodies of the two 
horses and dispel the fear 
that I saw in them – fear, of 
course, being the obvious 
primary motivation for 
the fight-or-flight behavior 
typical of equines. Then, 
for me, it was back to other 
work at hand, and I more 
or less forgot about it for 
the rest of the day. I fig-
ured if anything significant 
happened, I’d hear about it 
later. I will let Ley tell you 
what happened in her own 
words, as she did in an 
email I received a day later:
 
     “Thank you so much for 
yesterday! Without your 
help, Kat, we would still 

be there, I am sure! They 
laughed at me when I told 
them what I’d asked you 
to do, and they dismissed 
both of us, saying that Pal 
and Max had just tired to 
a point where we could 
catch them. But I could tell 
right when you were doing 
the healing that something 
was changing in Pal, the 
leader. His eyes softened, 
and his body language 
relaxed. That told the tale. 
It was immediate! It is no 
coincidence that just at 
that moment, literally five 
minutes after we talked 
on the phone and you did 
the healing, he stopped 
and allowed Karen to walk 
over to him, put her arms 
around his neck and halter 
him.”
 
     You may be one of 
many scoffing as you read 
this. go ahead, I’ve de-
veloped broad shoulders. 
Karen and Bill laughed 
at ley’s suggestion and 
denied that what I had 
done had any effect. But 
the truth is, their conclu-
sions come from a simple 
lack of awareness and 
education. I’m not the only 
person able to do this. It is 

not only quite possible, but 
a scientifically documented 
fact, that such things 
happen with regularity. 
Volumes have been written 
on the subject, too numer-
ous to list in this article. 
     The simple truth is this: 
Many people have been 
scientifically proven to 
have so-called miraculous 
healing abilities after ex-
periencing an NDE (Near 
Death Experience). I am 
only one of a great many 
who have had an NDE, 
and after that experience, 
my life took an abrupt 
turn in a completely new 
direction. I have healing 
abilities, they have become 
an innate part of me and I 
have been applying them 
for well over 15 years. But 
that is only part of the 
equation. Most people, par-
ticularly those in the “horse 
business,” still believe, in 
spite of the evidence, that 
it’s a bunch of malarkey. 
What a ridiculous idea, 
right? 
     Well, this was not, from 
my perspective, a miracu-
lous event, so I make no 
such claim, nor expect any-
one else to on my behalf. 
It was simply a matter of 
bringing back into balance 

emotions that had become 
unbalanced. And it can be 
done in people as well as 
animals. There are humans 
also who are, figuratively 
speaking, “running scared 
across the prairie” through-
out their lives, and have 
no idea why, or how to 
change what they feel. 
Help is there for the asking, 
for many who need this 
kind of realignment. It’s all 
in a day’s work for me. 

Katherine Windfeather-
Thompson is a professional 
horsewoman with over 25 
years experience as a trainer, 
animal intuitive and certified 
clairvoyant healer. She has 
been a presenter at many of 
the major horse expos, is the 
author of one book, and is 
writing another. See her web-
site at www.katherinewind-
feather-thompson.com,email 
her at returnofthedove@gmail.
com or call 916-770-9376.
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December 10, 2011 Las 
Vegas, NV. - Jane Melby 
of Backus, MN won the 
final go-round of the 
2011 Wrangler National 
Finals Rodeo (WNFR) 
tonight in front of 17,720 
fans at the Thomas & 
Mack Arena on the cam-
pus of UNLV. She ran 
13.71 seconds to claim 
the performance win 
on her horse RC Black 
in Black “Beauty.” Her 
WNFR earnings totaled 
$59,712. 
     Melby exclaimed, 
“That’s a blessing itself 
to win that kind of mon-
ey. Where else could 
you go to run for it, 
not only win it.” Melby 
came into the WNFR 
with $63,283 and nearly 
doubled her yearend 
earnings 
this week. 
     On Sat-
urday De-
cember 3, 
2011 Melby 
turned in a 
run of 13.83 
seconds 
to claim 
the cov-
eted third 
go-round 
champion-
ship buckle 
and prize 
money. In 
the middle 
of the finals 
during half-
time she 
switched 
horses giv-
ing Beauty 
a break 
and rest. 
She rode 

her daughter’s colt in 
his debut at the WNFR 
during the fifth and 
sixth performances. A 
veteran barrel racer for 
years Melby showed 
courage riding a colt in 
the electric atmosphere 
of the WNFR. “That was 
his sixth rodeo,” she 
mentioned after her bar-
rel racing run. 
     While fellow Min-
nesotans were building 
snowmen, Melby was 
making her own in 
Round 8. She came back 
and won her second go-
round on Beauty. Mak-
ing the night memorable 
was having her brothers 
Todd and Troy in at-
tendance. Melby stated, 
“This is the first time my 
brother Todd has seen 

Melby wins $59,712 at the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo;
 first time three gold buckles come back to Backus, Minnesota

me compete.” 
    In a partnership sport 
between rider and 

equine athlete, Melby 
credits her horse Beauty. 
“She’s been outstand-
ing, I did the right thing 
by giving her those two 
nights off in round 5 
and 6, and she came 
back strong. When 
you’ve got that much 
money on the line, you 
hate to run the second-
string horse, but you 
also have to do what’s 
best for everybody 
involved.” 
    Gold Buckles are won 
by three quick turns 
in her sport known for 
the “cloverleaf” pat-
tern. “I’d say qualifying 
for the NFR was a big 

NFR 
Photos by 

Tammy 
Scheffler

honor, but winning 
the (first) round is 
just doubling it,” 

exclaimed 
Melby. 
     The tenth 
go-round 
buckle is the 
most precious 
considering it 
is the round 
that makes 
champions. 
     This is the 
first time in 
history a Minne-
sota cowgirl has 
competed at the 
WNFR dubbed 
the Super bowl 
of Professional 
Rodeo . 
     Melby was one 
of fifteen women 
from across the 
United States and 
Canada compet-
ing for the title 
of World Cham-
pion Barrel Racer 

in the Women’s 
Professional Rodeo As-
sociation. The Thomas & 
Mack Arena on the cam-
pus of UNLV hosted the 
53rd Wrangler National 
Finals Rodeo December 
1- 10, 2011. 
     The total payoff for 
the 2011 Wrangler NFR 
is six million dollars. 
Per go-round, per 
event pays a total 
of $57,692.31 with 
it broken down by 
1st place $17,884.62, 
2nd place 
$14,134.62, 3rd 
place $10,673.08, 
4th place $7,500, 5th 
place $4,615.38 and 
6th place $2,884.62. 
Seven events make 
up the nightly 
rodeo performance. 
The average pays 
out 173,076.92 per 
event. 
     Lindsay Sears of 
Nanton, Alberta 
won the 2011 
WPRA conclud-
ing at the NFR. . 

Prayers are an integral part of any sports competition, but none are more rife with dan-
ger than professional rodeo and other equestrian sports. Below, Bobby Welsh takes a mo-
ment of silence. Opposite page, counter-clockwise from top: Jane Melby makes a winning 
lap, Melby signs autographs, saddle bronc rider Seth Brockman, check out that mane on 
Angie Burton's mount, bareback rider Will Lowe. More photos from the National Finals 
Rodeo may be found throughout this issue of the VEN, online and at our web site: www.
theveonline.com
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Tax Case Holds In Favor of Virginia Couple
 By John Alan Cohan, Attorney at Law

Cowboy Poetry with Orv

Elizabeth Busch Burke: 
1935-2011

From the USEF Communications Department

Lexington, KY - Eliza-
beth Busch Burke, one 
of the country's most 
celebrated equestrian 
supporters and grand-
daughter of August A. 
Busch, Sr., co-founder 
of Anheuser-Busch, 
passed away on Decem-
ber 20, 2011, surround-
ed by her family and 
friends. Burke was 76.
     Over her lifetime, 
Burke's passion for 
equestrian sport and 
her involvement in the 
hunter/jumper disci-
pline were legendary. 
As one of the heirs to 
the Budweiser Empire, 
her commitment to 
financially supporting 
a long list of events and 
championships was 
a great benefit to the 
sport. A short list of her 
philanthropic support 
of such events includes 
the Budweiser Ameri-
can Invitational, the 
Budweiser AGA Cham-
pionship, the Budweiser 

Grand Prix of the Penn-
sylvania National Horse 
Show, the Budweiser 
Grand Prix of the Devon 
Horse Show, and the 
Budweiser World Cup 
qualifier at the Syracuse 
Invitational.    
     She also worked on 
the administrative side 
of the sport as a member 
of the Show Jumping 
Hall of Fame Board of 
Directors, and she was 
an inductee into the 
Show Hunter Hall of 
Fame.
     Her involvement 
extended as owner of 
some of the sports' top 
horses, as well. Burke 
was the proud owner of 
Olympic Games mount 
Authentic, ridden by 
Beezie Madden. She also 
owned many champion 
show hunters.
     Funeral arrangements 
were held December 
28 at Trinity Church 
in Upperville, VA. A 
reception followed in 
Cox Hall.

A MODEL “A” ON A SLEIGH

A FARMYARD AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING FEAT
Uncle Ollie rose early in the day;
As a youth, he fed livestock oats and hay,
Milked the cows and separated the cream.
More than a half-century ago, his dream
Was to have warm trips to the country school.
Anyone passing did a double-take.

HE PUT THE HORSE BEFORE THE CART!
He turned his wrench so many times that week, 
Bolting that car body down so unique.
A Ford body with windows, doors and top,
quiet … barely able to hear the clip-clop
Of the horses hitched out front who disliked
Being followed by the car that hitch-hiked.
Was this a sight to see for goodness sake?
The country students did a double-take.

TWO HORSEPOWER/MR. FORD, WHAT HAS HE DONE?
The horses easily pulled the bob sleigh.
They stayed in the country school barn all day.
Uncle Ollie drove his sisters to school,
That must have been the world’s first carpool.
Rode to the one-room school on a hay bale seat.
Driving with an open windshield through snowflakes
 And all the neighborhood did double-takes.

OllIe’S CAR WAS lIKe A TROlley CAR
So he goes tooling down the township road
With some noisy grade school kids for a load.
Not worried about a tire going flat,
(No wheels) but riders got the welcome mat.
For his immigrant Dad and Granddad had
Worked as blacksmiths, and made runners iron-clad.
Ollie’s ‘trolley’ slid smartly through snowflakes
Pulled by two ‘oat-breathes’ while folds did double-takes.

UNPRECEDENTED/ONE OF A KIND CURIOSITY
So when Ollie’s team trotted down the road
The neighbors hurried down and hitched a ride
Just to find out if it was warm inside.
They said he would be a blacksmith some day
Using the proof of the Model “A” sleigh.
He made this ‘rig’ after a few mistakes
That caused a record number of double-takes. 

© Orv Alveshere; All Rights Reserved

Director Steven 
Spielberg's 
War Horse 
follows Joey, 

a handsome colt with 
expectations of a luxu-
rious life.  In spite of 
or because of his good 
looks and spirited per-
sonality, Joey first finds 
himself in the farming 
fields of rural Britain.  
There he meets Al-
bert (Jeremy Irvine), a 
young boy, compelled 
to bring his alcoholic 
father's impossible 
promises into possibil-
ity. Unfortunately, lov-
ing admiration between 
the two does not keep 
the greedy landlord 
from the door.  As a 
result, Joey is drafted 
into service with the 
English army. Joey's 
new owner promises 
to return the horse to 
Albert if Joey sur-
vives the war. All too 
quickly, Joey becomes 
entrenched within the 
daily rigors and horrors 
of battle while suffer-
ing at the  whims of 
uncaring officers from 
both sides. Thus begins 
a horse's and boy's tale 
of survival, and their 
quest to find each other 
once again.
     This children's novel 
by Michael Morpurgo 
was adapted for 
the theater by Nick 
Stafford.   Following 
War Horse's five 2011 
Tony Awards includ-
ing Best Play, the film's 
expectations were high.  

In this regard, Spielberg 
delivers.  The director 
captures each character, 
both equine and human, 
through a close, per-
spective that tells more 
than words. We see the 
fear of a war fought face 
to face through mud 
and muck, mustard gas 
and barbed wire. We 
see the casual regard for 
casualities. We see that 
war is not about men 
and horses, but, in the 
end it is about finding 
common ground -- an 
easier accomplishment 

for those who fight in 
wars than those who 
declare them.  
     At the top of the 
movie's highlights are 
the amazing character-
izations of the lead hors-
es. Key to the feat is the 
use of 14 horses to play 
Joey, and four to play 
Topthorn, Joey's mate 
in the trenches.  A keen 
trainer's eye chose each 
actor/horse for specific 
qualities and abilities.       
Through Spielberg, Joey 
and Topthorn emerge as  
single-minded charac-
ters of depth and dig-
nity. The rest of the cast 
is likewise well-chosen.  
Most are veterans that 
are recognizable more 

for their talent than their 
faces.  Add beautiful 
pastoral views of Eng-
land and France contrast 
to the extreme with the 
wretched broken land of 
war.  All in all it is a cap-
tivating, moving film. 
      But before you go, 
there are a few things 
you should know. 
The conflict scenes are 
emotionally intense to 
watch, especially for 
horse lovers. (It was 
rated PG-13 for this rea-
son.) However, it helps 
to know that mechani-
cal animals and plastic 
barbed wire insured 
safety for all actors. 
With kids, a discussion 
about the weapons of 
war will help explain 
the plot so that gas 
masks are not perceived 
as aliens by younger 
viewers. In one scene, 
Albert's buddy is told to 
shoot on sight all those 
who retreat. A little 
forewarning might help, 
but this is a war story 
after all.
       This movie is worth 
your time as long as you 
keep a couple of things 
in mind.  Sometimes 
the best stories are the 
ones that are difficult 
to watch.  Good does 
triumph over evil.  Best 
friends can come from 
anywhere at anytime.  
And love -- well, it can 
get all of us through 
what we need to do.  
Here's a little hint, 
though.  Don't bother 
with a few Kleenex; 
bring the whole box.

War Horse: A Review
By Dawn Bolstad

Glucosamine is often 
the go-to supplement 
to ease the discomfort 
of osteoarthritis, but is 
it safe for the insulin-
resistant horse? A look 
at how glucosamine 
works may help you 
decide.
 
Glucosamine is a sugar 
(glucose) bound to an 
amino acid (building 
block of protein). It 
reduces inflammation 
and is a precursor to 
building blocks found 
in cartilage. Cartilage 
cells are able to pro-
duce glucosamine 
from glucose, but 
supplementation is 
often preferable if your 
horse is experiencing 
osteoarthritis. It can be 
supplemented orally or 
via injection.

Many horse owners are 
reluctant to give glu-
cosamine to their insu-
lin resistant horse that 
has joint pain. This is a 
valid concern. Insulin 
resistant people have 
experienced adverse 

effects when given high 
dosages of glucosamine 
(though the research 
results are mixed). But 
since glucosamine is 
not digested down to 
glucose, it should not 
cause a rise 
in insulin. So 
what causes 
the glucose 
and hence, 
insulin to rise? 
Evidently, 
glucosamine 
confuses 
the cells 
into think-
ing that they 
have enough 
glucose. So, 
glucose from 
other sources 
cannot enter the cells. 
The result can be in-
creased blood glucose, 
not from glucosamine, 
but from the diet in gen-
eral, leading to elevated 
insulin.

That’s what happens in 
people; we really do not 
know if the same thing 
happens in horses. So, 
use your judgment. If 

your insulin resistant 
horse has been taking 
glucosamine without 
any problem, continue 
using it. But if your 
horse is battling lamini-
tis or equine Cushing’s 

disease, 
consider get-
ting a joint 
supplement 
that does not 
contain glu-
cosamine. You 
can safely use 
ingredients 
such as MSM, 
chondroitin, 
hyaluronic 
acid, cetyl 
myristoleate, 
n-acetyl-l-
carnitine, 

and orthosilicic acid. 
Or start with two basic 
ingredients – vitamin C 
and omega 3 fatty acids 
-- especially in the older 
horse (who no longer 
produces the same level 
of vitamin C as when 
younger). Vitamin C 
is used for collagen 
production (which cov-
ers and cushions the 
surfaces of opposing 

bones) and omega 3s are 
potent anti-inflammato-
ry agents.

Dr. Juliet Getty has taught 
and consulted on equine 
nutrition for more than 20 
years. Her website offers 
helpful articles, a nutri-
tion forum and a calendar 
of her events, includ-
ing upcoming and past 
teleseminars to purchase 
and download. Her com-
prehensive reference book, 
Feed Your Horse Like A 
Horse, is available in hard-
cover and CD-ROM (pdf 
file) through her website or 
at Amazon.com. Sign up 
for her useful free monthly 
e-newsletter  “Forage for 
Thought” through the 
website.  Dr. Getty serves 
as a distinguished advi-
sor to the Equine Sciences 
Academy, and she is also 
available for individual 
consultations. For permis-
sion to reprint this article 
in whole or in part, please 
contact Dr. Getty directly 
at gettyequinenutrition@
gmail.com or (970) 884-
7187

Otis and Alma 
Jordan of 
Amissville, Vir-

ginia persuaded the Tax 
Court that their horse 
racing and breeding 
activity was engaged in 
for profit. The couple 
lived on a 20-acre farm 
on which they con-
structed a new barn and 
made other significant 
improvements.  They 
owned several thor-
oughbred race horses, 
and acquired their first 
race horse in l986.  They 
also owned six brood-
mares which they kept 
on the farm.
    
One of their race horses 
earned modest purses 
totaling about $6,000.  
They were planning 
on mating their brood-
mares with stallions 
owned by others, and 
wanted to produce foals 
that, after appropriate 
training, would develop 
into successful race 
horses.  They expected 
that their main rev-
enue would come from 
purses.

    
The Jordans bred one of 
their mares to a stallion 
that was the grandson 
of a Kentucky 
Derby winner, 
whose other off-
springs earned 
over $l million 
in purses.  A ca-
sualty occurred, 
however, when 
the foal ran 
into a fence and 
injured its leg.
    
The petitioners 
did not main-
tain formal 
books of ac-
count for their 
horse racing activity.  
They paid expenses out 
of their personal joint 
checking account or by 
cash.  Cash expenditures 
were sometimes noted 
on scraps of paper.  
They kept receipts of 
supplies such as hay 
and feed bought from 
vendors.  The race 
tracks provided them 
with a summary of their 
earnings and expenses 

incurred on a horse-by-
horse basis. 
    
The facts of the case 

were fairly weak, but 
the taxpayers won 
anyway.  Were they 
lucky or was the judge 
unusually sympathetic?  
It’s hard to tell.  The 
Court said that the test 
of whether a taxpayer is 
engaged in a horse activ-
ity for profit is whether 
he or she entered into, or 
continued, the activity 
with the actual or honest 
objective of making a 

profit. “The taxpayer’s 
profit objective must be 
bona fide, taking into ac-
count all of the facts and 
circumstances.” 
    
The court noted that 
the IRS had a strong 
argument against the 
taxpayers because they 
had a consistent pattern 
of losses, which usu-
ally suggests the lack 
of a profit motive.  On 
the other hand, given 
the nature of the activ-
ity involved, the court 
said that it was possible 
that their losses could 
be recouped if they 
had just one successful 
foal.  Many of the foals 
sired by the stallion to 
which they had bred 
ended up competing 
well as thoroughbreds.  
The judge noted that 
horse racing is a highly 
speculative venture but 
that  “An opportunity 
to earn a substantial ul-
timate profit in a highly 
speculative venture is 
ordinarily sufficient to 

indicate that the activity 
is engaged in for profit 
even though losses or 
only occasional small 
profits are actually gen-
erated.”
    
The court noted that 
the petitioners had very 
little affectionate at-
tachment to any of their 
horses, and they did not 
use their horses or farm 
for recreational purpos-
es.  The court concluded 
that it “simply can see 
no other reason why 
petitioners would have 
engaged in the activity 
and incurred the result-
ing expenses unless for 
profit.”
    
I think the petitioners 
were very fortunate 
to have a sympathetic 
judge, for not all Tax 
Court judges are quite 
this charitable with facts 
along the lines of this 
case.
    
The lessons from this 
case are:  (1)  Even if 
you have poor business 

records or commingle 
funds, you can win 
if you have a strong 
breeding program 
with carefully selected 
mating decisions.  (2) 
If you have a history of 
losses it is important to 
show that this activity 
has little or no recre-
ational elements.  (3) It 
is important to make 
improvements on the 
farm property consistent 
with sound practices 
of animal husbandry.  
If you are audited by 
the IRS you have many 
rights and should con-
sult an expert to discuss 
strategy.
 
[John Alan Cohan is a 
lawyer who has worked 
in the horse, livestock 
and farming industries 
since l98l.  He serves 
clients in all 50 states, 
and can be reached by 
telephone at (3l0) 278-
0203 or via e-mail at 
johnalancohan@aol.com, 
or visit his web site at 
www.JohnAlanCohan.
com.]
 

Dr. getty’s Tip: glucosamine and the Insulin-Resistant Horse
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Events for February and Beyond
Call before you haul -- contact information is included in each event listed.
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Do you have an old photo or a story to share?
If so, we’d love to 
hear from you! Send 
your old photo (with 
caption) or news 
story to us and share 
it with readers  
nationwide! If you 
wish to have your 
photo returned, 
please include a self-
addressed stamped 
envelope.

Please mail submissions to:

ST. PAUL, Minn. (1/23/2012) —How many people does 
it take to run your small town? How many people are 
available to fill that need?
     Starting with these simple questions, University of 
Minnesota Extension conducted a study in 2010 that 
revealed two significant trends in rural Minnesota leader-
ship: 1.) The number of community organizations, and 
thus the number of leadership positions, is increasing, 
and 2.) The number of people who are able and prepared 
to serve as leaders is declining.
     According to study author Ben Winchester, Exte  sion 
research fellow, organizations in the most rural counties 
require an average of one in 34 residents to serve in lead-
ership positions, compared with one leader required for 
every 143 residents of major metropolitan areas. So, the 
demand for leadership is up to five times more in rural 
counties than in urban areas, while the supply of leaders 
is diminishing. 
     Clearly, there's a leadership gap in rural Minnesota—
a gap made more problematic because the issues facing 
Minnesota's rural communities are more complex than 
ever. We have many people in rural areas who are ca-
pable of becoming effective leaders. But it won’t happen 
overnight.
     As an Extension educator and program leader for the 
Minnesota Agriculture and Rural Leadership (MARL) 
Program, I have taught leadership for more than a de-
cade. I think we need two key things to close the leader-
ship gap:
     New skills for current leaders. Successful leaders in 
rural Minnesota must think about the problems they 
face in new ways. Today, leaders need additional skills 
and new problem-solving frameworks in areas such as 
dealing with complex problems without easy answers, 
facilitating group decision making, and engaging citizens 
in issues that affect them. They also need to know more 
about themselves, such as their preferred leadership style 
and how they deal with conflict. 
     A more welcoming approach among current leaders to 
new community members. In another study, Winchester 
documents the in-migration of new, well-educated, 
30-to-49-year-olds to rural Minnesota communities. These 
newcomers are often well-positioned to assume leader-
ship roles in small towns, but rural communities must 
take steps to engage them. 
     If you live in a small town, you can help close the 
leadership gap by recruiting new leaders, rather than go-
ing back to the same leaders time and again. You also can 
help by supporting leadership training opportunities. 
     In addition to MARL, which is offered by Extension 
in partnership with Southwest Minnesota State Univer-
sity, Extension offers a variety of leadership education 
opportunities, often in partnership with other groups and 
organizations. 
     MARL is currently taking applications for its two-year 
training experience. The program includes nine seminars 
across the state and in Washington, D.C., as well as an 
international study tour. For more information and an 
application, visit www.marlprogram.org. 

To learn more about Extension leadership training in gen-
eral, including standard and customized offerings, visit 
www.extension.umn.edu/U-Lead. 

Mike Liepold is a leadership and civic engagement educa-
tor with University of Minnesota Extension.

Filling the rural Minnesota 
leadership gap

By Mike Liepold, University of Minnesota ExtensionJan. 26- Feb 4:  Black Hills Stock Show and Rodeo at the 
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center ahd James Kjerstad Event 
Center in Rapid City, S.D.

Feb. 3-4: Bulls and Barrels at the CEntrao MN R&J Arena 
and Event Center in Verndale, Minn. with dancing to 
Diamond Back at 7 p.m. Friday and October Road at 7 
p.m. Saturday
 
Feb. 4-5: Top Guns Team Roping at 8 a.m. the East Pa-
vilion of the Cam-Plex in Gillette, Wyo; contact Larry at 
307-290-0743

Feb. 10-11:  CAM-PLEX Winter Western Town and Coun-
try Trade show at the Central Pavilion in Gillette, Wyo; 
call 307-682-0552 for details.

Feb. 11: All breed horse and tack sale at 10 a.m. for tack 
and 2 p.m. for horses at Simon Horse Company in Can-
non Falls, Minn. (507) 263-4200

Feb. 17-19:  Catalog Horse Sale at R&J Horse Sales in 
Verndale, Minn. 

Feb. 18:  Tack Sale at 
noon at the Wash-
ington County 
Fairgrounds in Lake 
Elmo, Minn.  Contact 
651-214-3403

Feb. 18: RCM Barrel 
Race starting at 10 a.m. 
in the East Pavilion of 
the CAM-Plex in Gil-
lette, Wyo.; call Carey 
at 307-680-5105

Feb. 19: WRCHA Club 
Clinic at 9 a.m. at Barn 
3 of the CAM-Plex in 
Gillette, Wyo. Contact 
Kathleen at 307-682-
2646

Feb. 24-25:  Women’s 
Horse Industry 
Network Confer-
ence in Las Vegas, 
Nev. Contact whinboss@yahoo.com or see http://www.
womenshorseindustry.com/2012westernmeeting.html for 
more information. 

Feb. 25:  Tack Sale at 10 a.m. at by the Willow River 
Riders Saddle Club at the Roberts Elementary School in 
Roberts, Wis. Call 715-549-5416

Feb. 25: RCM Barrel Race at 10 a.m. at the East Pavilion of 
the CAM-Plex in Gillette, Wyo, contact 307-680-4105

March 2-4:  Illinois Horse Fair in Springfield, Il. More 
information at http://www.horsemenscouncil.org/
HorseFair

March 3:  Orchard Rangers Saddle Club Tack Swap at the 
Robert Boeckman Middle School in Farmington, Minn. 
Call 507-789-6676

Mar. 4: WRCHA Club Clinic at 9 a.m. at Barn 3 of the 
CAM-Plex in Gillette, Wyo. Contact Kathleen at 307-682-
2646

Mar. 9-11:  Rocky Mountain Horse Expo in Denver, CO. 
see www.coloradohorsecouncil.com/rmhe/ for more 
information

March 10:  Game Show at 10 a.m. at the Hi Circle Vee 
Ranch in Isanti, Minn. Call Kari at 612-803-5950

Mar. 10: RCM Barrel Race starting at 10 a.m. in the East 
Pavilion of the CAM-Plex in Gillette, Wyo.; call Carey at 
307-680-5105

Mar. 11:  4-H Beginners Horse Progress Show at noon at 
Barn 3 of the CAM-Plex in Gillette, WYO, contact Jessica 
at 307-682-7281

March 13:  All breed horse and tack sale at 10 a.m. for tack 
and 2 p.m. for horses at Simon Horse Company in Can-
non Falls, Minn. (507) 263-4200

Mar. 16-18:  Gillette College Rodeo at the East Pavilion of 
the CAM-Plex in Gillette, Wyo., contact Will at 307-686-
0254

March. 16-18:  South Dakota Horse Fair at the W. . Lyon 

Fairgrounds Expo Building in Sioux Falls, SD. See http://
www.sdhorsefair.com/ for more information

Mar. 16-18: Midwest Fjord horse Club winter meeting at 
the Leatherdale Center at the University of Minnesota, St. 
Paul. 

March 23-25:  MAHA Spring Fling at the MN Equestrian 
Center in Winona, Minn. Contact 507-452-5600

March 24:  Twin Cities quarter Horse Sale at 10 a.m. at 
Simon Horse Company in Cannon Falls, Minn. (507) 263-
4200

Mar. 25-27: MN Arabian Horse Association at the MN 
Equestrian Center in Winona, Minn. Contact 507-452-5600

March 26-29, 2012:  2nd International Summit of the 
Horse at the American Royal Livestock Facility in Kansas 
City, MO.

Mar. 30-April 1: Iowa Horse Fair at the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds in Des 
Moines, Iowa. See 
http://www.iowa-
horsecouncil.org/
default.htm for more 
information.

Mar. 31:  RCM Bar-
rel Race starting at 
10 a.m. in the East 
Pavilion of the CAM-
Plex in Gillette, 
Wyo.; call Carey at 
307-680-5105

March 31: Cowboy/
Cowgirl Gathering 
at the Hnckley, MN. 
contact randyisham@
yahoo.com

April 10: All breed 
horse and tack sale 
at 10 a.m. for tack 
and 2 p.m. for horses 
at Simon Horse 
Company in Cannon 

Falls, Minn. (507) 263-4200

April 12-15:  Equine Affaire at the Ohio Expo Center in 
Columbus Ohio. See http://www.equineaffaire.com/
ohio/ for more information.

April 20-22: Midwest Horse Fair in Madison, WI. See 
http://midwesthorsefair.com/ for more information.

April 21:  Horse Show at 8 a.m. at the Deadbroke Arena in 
Hugo, Minn.  Call Kari at 651-982-8495

April 21: Cowboy Up Cancer Dance at the American Le-
gion in Harwood, N.D. Contact: karen@gomoorhead.com

April 27-29:  MN Horse Expo, MN State Fairgrounds, St. 
Paul, MN. See http://www.mnhorseexpo.org/ for more 
information. 

May 5:  Cowboy Up Kickoff Pulled Pork Feed, Silent Auc-
tion, Dance at the Dilworth, MN VFW; contact karen@
gomoorhead.com

May 6:  St. Croix Riders Fuzzy 
Wuzzy Fun Show at 8 a.m. at 
the St. Croix Riders Arena in 
Baldwin, WI with a non-WS-
CA judge; call 715-781-1110 
for more information.

Editor’s Note: We love to feature equestrian art in the Valley 
Equestrian Newspaper.  With each piece displayed, we will also 
print the artist’s statement. Readers may submit their work 
for consideration following the editorial guidelines provided on 
page 4.
      The name of this piece is Sakakawea's Dream. This piece 
was contributed by Cathy Koenig of the Red River Valley near 
Moorhead, Minn. Cathy is one of a group of artist's that meet 
regularly to ply their skills and learn from each other. The fol-
lowing is what the artist says about her work and this piece.

     "I have always loved drawing horses, only now I do it 
a little better than I did way back then.  I am captivated 
by their beauty and motion,  which harmonizes like a 
symphony.  (In fact,   I often listen to music when I am 
being an artist.)  Who could not be mesmerized by their 
great power and speed.  I usually use soft pastels, which 
are chalk type sticks,  but very vibrant. They are more of a 
drawing than a painting tool and very easy to use.  When 
I am drawing horses, and trying to capture their spirit,   I 
find myself in another world, and almost feel like I am 
among them.
 
There seems to be a deep connection between horses and  
humans.  Sometimes horses are easier to love. I was fortu-
nate enough to share my life with a horse named Tiny for 
a summer long ago.  And when I think of him, I think of 
the wind.

Cathy Koenig

Equestrian Fine Art:
Sakakawea's Dream

By Cathy Koenig

P11D6_Wildmtnt_K

SUPERLOOPER MONTH NOV 06 BUILT BY KM IN HOUSE PROOF CRX’D

“COWBOY
LEATHER”

We Carry a 
Complete Line of

CODY LEATHER Products!
Wholesale and Retail Prices

Call Shari Today
218.385.3835
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www.emilysouthousebook.com  
Volume 2 Available at all

Mills Fleet Farms! 

The Valley Equestrian Newspaper loves older horses!
Tell us about yours!

Send a photo and description (short or long) of your old horse 
(age 25 or 30+) for publication in an upcoming issue

of the Valley Equestrian Newspaper.
Email: thevenews@gmail.com or

mail a photo (with stamped returned envelope) to:
The VEN, PO Box 64, Sabin, MN 56580

http://appaloosybook.blogspot.com/

Dusty’s Trail
A story about the Pony Express 
from the horse’s perspective by 

Mattie Richardson
author of ‘Appaloosy’

Contact Mattie at: 

redheadkid7@msn.com

A story about the Pony Express from 
the horse’s perspective by

Mattie Richardson
author of  Appaloosy

Contact Mattie at:

redheadkid7@msn.com

On Facebook:
Mattie Richardson, North Dakota Teen 

Author, Appaloosy Books

See more photos and content on the VEN Facebook page: 
T he Valley Equestrian Newspaper and online at : www.theVEonline.com
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From the Horse's Mouth: Industry News

Washington, DC (Decem-
ber 21, 2011) ... Today, in 
response to a lawsuit filed 
by a coalition of environ-
mental and wild horse ad-
vocacy groups, the Interior 
Department's Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) 
has agreed to postpone 
its plans to "zero out" 
(eliminate all wild horses 
from) the Jakes Wash Herd 
Management Area (HMA) 
in Nevada and to replace 
200 wild, free-roaming 
stallions with castrated 
males and return them to 
the range. These “scientifi-
cally unsound, controver-
sial, untested, and radical 
approaches” are part of the 
BlM’s proposed Pancake 
Complex roundup, which 
is set to begin on January 
12, 2011.
     The lawsuit was filed 
last week in U.S. District 
Court for the District of 
Columbia by the American 
Wild Horse Preservation 
Campaign (AWHPC), 
a national coalition of 
conservation, wild horse 
protection and public 
interest organizations, 
Western Watersheds Proj-
ect, a leading environmen-
tal group, and The Cloud 
Foundation, a wild horse 
advocacy organization.
     “The proposed actions 
are precedent-setting and 
permanent in nature - and 
we firmly believe the court 
will find them in violation 
of the law," said Katherine 
Meyer, of Meyer Giltzen-
stein & Crystal, who filed 
the complaint on behalf of 
the groups. “The agency's 
agreement to delay these 
radical management ac-
tions will avoid the need to 
seek an emergency injunc-
tion over the holidays and 
will allow the court time 
to review the considerable 
merits of our lawsuit.”
     At issue is the BlM’s 
decision to capture -- via 
helicopter stampede -- and 
remove 800-1000 wild 
horses from the 855,000-
acre Pancake Complex ev-
ery two to three years over 
the next six to ten years, 
with the first capture 
operation set to take place 
between January 12 and 
February 22, 2012. Spe-
cifically of concern to the 
plaintiffs is the agency’s 
plan to:
•Reduce the Pancake 
Complex wild horse popu-
lation, currently estimated 
at 2,200 wild horses, to 
just 361 wild, free-roaming 
horses and replace 200 
wild stallions with cas-
trated males over the next 
6-10 years. 
•eliminate all wild horses 
from the 154,000-acre Jakes 
Wash Herd Management 
Area (HMA), which lies 

within the Complex, “zero-
ing out” the area for wild 
horse use, while continuing 
to authorize thousands of 
sheep and cattle to graze 
the same public lands 
there. 
     
     Other plaintiffs include 
wildlife ecologist Craig 
Downer and photographer 
Arla Ruggles, who enjoy 
wild horse viewing in the 
HMAs and whose profes-
sional and aesthetic inter-
ests will be harmed if the 
BLM moves forward with 
its plan. A previous lawsuit 
filed in July 2011 by Meyer 
Glitzenstein on behalf of 
the plaintiffs prompted the 
BLM to withdraw a similar 
plan to release hundreds of 
castrated wild stallions in 
two HMAs in Wyoming.
     The complaint alleges 
that the BlM’s plan for the 
Pancake Complex violates 
the Wild Free Roaming 
Horses and Burros Act, the 
National Environmental 
Policy Act, and the Admin-
istrative Procedures Act. 
The complaint can be read 
here.

About the Plaintiffs
     The American Wild 
Horse Preservation 
Campaign (AWHPC) is 
a coalition of more than 
45 horse advocacy, public 
interest, and conservation 
organizations dedicated to 
preserving the American 
wild horse in viable, free-
roaming herds for genera-
tions to come, as part of 
our national heritage.
      Western Watersheds 
Project is a non-profit con-
servation group dedicated 
to protecting and restoring 
western watersheds and 
wildlife through educa-
tion, public policy initia-
tives and litigation. The 
group works to influence 
and improve public lands 
management in 8 western 
states with a primary focus 
on the negative impacts of 
livestock grazing 
on 250,000,000 
acres of western 
public lands.
     The Cloud 
Foundation is a 
non-profit organi-
zation dedicated 
to the preservation 
and protection of 
wild horses and 
burros on our 
Western pub-
lic lands with a 
focus on protecting 
Cloud’s herd in the 
Pryor Mountains 
of Montana.

BLM Postpones Radical Wild Horse 
Elimination and Castration Plan in 

Response to Federal Lawsuit

Environmental and Conservation Groups 
Fight to Stop Latest Government 

Plan to Destroy Wild Horse Herds

     Despite the acrimony 
and brinksmanship, 
Congress eventually 
passed an extension of the 
payroll tax reductions in 
late December maintain-
ing the 2% reduction in 
payroll taxes for workers 
and the self-employed.  
The relief is good for two 
months through Febru-
ary, 2012.  Negotiations 
are already underway 
between the House and 
Senate to find a way to 
extend payroll tax relief 
through 2012.
      But the bill ultimately 
passed by Congress did 
not extend the Section 
179 expense deduction or 
100% bonus depreciation 
at the 2011 levels.  Both 
provisions have returned 
to prior lower levels.  
 

Section 179 Expense 
Deduction

      The expense deduc-
tion has returned to 
$125,000 for 2012 and 
phases out dollar-for-
dollar once purchases 
of depreciable property 
reach $500,000.  The 179 
expense deduction ap-
plies to horses, farm 
equipment and other 
depreciable property used 
in a business and permits 
a horse owner or breeder 
to write-off up to $125,000 
in assets purchased and 
placed in service in one’s 
horse business in 2012.  
       The expense allow-
ance for 2010-2011 was 
$500,000 and phased out 
after purchases exceeded 
$2 million.

American Horse Council Explains 
Changes in Tax Benefits for 

Horse Owners
 Bonus Depreciation

      In addition, bonus 
depreciation has returned 
to 50% for 2012.  Bonus 
depreciation allows horse 
owners and other horse 
businesses to write off 
50% of the cost of “new” 
capital assets, including 
horses, when purchased 
and placed in service in 
2012.  To be eligible for 
bonus depreciation the 
original use of the property 
must commence with the 
taxpayer.  Any prior use 
makes the property 
ineligible.
       Bonus depre-
ciation was 100% for 
eligible assets pur-
chased and placed 
in service from 
September 8, 2010 
through 2011.
      Both provisions 
can be used together.
 

Retroactive Change is 
Possible

      “It is possible that the 
higher levels could be 
reinstated retroactively to 
January 1, 2012.  In fact, the 
House-passed payroll-tax 
bill extended 100% bonus 
depreciation through 2012, 
even though the Senate 
bill did not,” said AHC 
president Jay Hickey.  “The 
negotiations between now 
and the end of February 
on the one-year extension 
of the payroll tax reduc-
tion could include other 
changes to the tax code, 
such as the expense deduc-
tion or bonus depreciation.  
But this is speculation at 
this point.” 
 

     Despite the low ap-
proval ratings for Con-
gress, Americans are 
still interested in what 
Congress is doing.  Why?  
Because what Congress 
does - or does not do - im-
pacts the horse industry.  
This is true regardless of 
your breed or discipline, 
whether you are an indi-
vidual owner, run a track 
or show, own a horse busi-
ness, work in the industry 
as a service provider or 
ride for recreation.  
      It is important that we 
build relationships with 

our elected 
leaders in 
Washington 
and that they 
understand 
and appreciate 
the $102 billion 
horse industry’s 
contribution to 
the economic, 

sporting and recreational 
sectors of the U.S. and 
their states.  2012 is a ter-
rific opportunity to do this 
because it is an election 
year and so many mem-
bers of Congress and new 
candidates are running 
for federal office and they 
want to meet you.
      One of the best ways to 
build a relationship is to 
simply invite a member of 
Congress to your farm or 
ranch or to an equestrian 
event back in the district 
or state.  Invite other horse 
people so there is a built-in 
crowd of voters.  A per-
sonal experience with the 
horse community makes 
an impression.  
     All across the coun-
try there are farms and 
ranches getting ready for 
the breeding season, a 
great time to showcase the 
industry.  There are horse 
shows, large and small, 
races, rodeos, organized 
and disorganized trail 
rides, horse sales, etc. 
Each of these events is 

an opportunity to build a 
relationship with a member 
of Congress or a candidate 
and to help them under-
stand the horse industry a 
little bit better.  Remember 
that going to a horse farm 
or event is a pleasant way 
to spend a few hours.  
Having voters there makes 
it even more pleasant for 
those running for Congress.  
      Building relationships 
with members of Congress 
is more important now 
than ever. There are many 
issues before Congress such 
as taxes, federal spending, 
immigration reform and 
racing legislation, trails 
legislation and disease pro-
grams that could all have 
profound implications for 
the horse industry. Only by 
having personal exchanges 
with their constituents, who 
are involved with the horse 
industry, will members of 
Congress fully appreciate 
how these issues impact the 
industry.     
      If you would like to in-
vite a member of Congress 
to your facility or your 
organization has an upcom-
ing event you think would 
be appropriate for your 
Senator or Representative 
to attend, please contact 
the AHC.  The AHC will 
help you invite them and 
provide any guidance you 
might need.  You can call or 
email the AHC at (202) 296-
4031 or AHC@horsecouncil.
org  for help.  Ask for our 
brochure, Getting Involved 
in the 2012 Elections, which 
will give you some point-
ers.  
      Please get involved.  
You will be helping your-
self and your industry.  
And remember that while 
Congress’ approval rating 
as a whole is very low, 
polls still show that most 
people feel their Senator or 
Representative is doing a 
good job so you might even 
enjoy the visit.  They will.

American Horse Council Helps YOU 
to connect with Congress

January, 18 2012, Madi-
son, WI—After a three 
year hiatus, the Extreme 
Mustang Makeover will 
make a return appearance 
at the Midwest Horse 
Fair® held April 20, 21, 
22—2012 in Madison, WI. 
Trainers from across the 
country will pick up their 
wild mustangs at the end 
of January and will have 
approximately 80 days 
to gentle the wild horses 
in hopes of winning a 
share of $10,000 estimated 
purse at the Midwest 
Horse Fair® this April. 
The Mustangs competing 
in the Extreme Mustang 
Makeover challenge are 
mares that are virtu-
ally untouched until their 
January pick-up. Horses 
will be judged based on 
their body condition and 
their newly learned skills. 
Both horse and trainer 
will compete in a series of 
classes that include an in-
hand obstacle course and 
a horse course where the 
horse and rider team must 
maneuver over obstacles. 
The top 10 from the pre-
liminary rounds will have 
the chance to win the prize 
money during the freestyle 
finale on Sunday, April 22. 

All Mustangs competing 
in the Extreme Mustang 
Makeover will be available 
for adoption during an 
auction on Sunday follow-
ing the finale. Adoption 
fees will be set by com-
petitive bid. To qualify to 
adopt, individuals must be 
at least 18 with no record 
of animal abuse. In addi-
tion, adopters must have 
suitable facilities and can 
adopt no more than four 
animals. Adoption ap-
plications may be obtained 
and approved onsite by 
the Bureau of Land Man-
agement during the event.  

The purpose of the com-
petition is to showcase 
the beauty, versatility and 
trainability of these rugged 
horses that roam freely 

on public lands through-
out the West. The Bureau 
of Land Management 
(BLM) protects these iconic 
animals under federal law 
and periodically removes 
excess animals from the 
range to ensure herd health 
and protect rangeland 
resources. Thousands of 
the removed animals are 
then made available each 
year to the public for adop-
tion. More than 3,300 wild 
horses have been adopted 
through Mustang Heritage 
Foundation events and 
programs since 2007. 

The mission of the Mus-
tang Heritage Foundation 
and the goal of the Extreme 
Mustang Makeover events 
are to increase the adop-
tion of Mustangs across 
the country. The Mustang 
Heritage Foundation cre-
ated the Extreme Mus-
tang Makeover events to 
showcase the recognized 
value of Mustangs through 
a national training compe-
tition. The Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) is 
responsible for managing 
258 million acres of public 
lands, located mostly in 
the West. Wild horses and 
burros roaming public 
rangelands are managed in 
a manner consistent with 
BLM's overall multiple-use 
mission, as set forth in the 
Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976. 
For more information, visit 
www.wildhorseandburro.
blm.gov or call 866-468-
7826. 

The Extreme Mustang 
Makeovers are made pos-
sible through a partner-
ship with the Bureau of 
Land Management and 
the generosity of their 
sponsors: Ram Trucks, 
Western Horseman, Pfizer, 
Vetericyn, Roper Apparel 
& Footwear, Gist Silver-
smiths, Martin Saddlery 
and Smith Brothers. 

The weekend of the Mid-
west Horse Fair®, April 20, 

21 & 22—2012, 
will be full of 
events for all 
horse lov-
ers. Visit the 
Midwest Horse 
Fair® website 
at www.Mid-
westHorseFair.
com to stay up 
to date on all of 
the clinicians, 
competitions 
and shows that 
will make up 
the weekend. 
Tickets for the 
event are on 
sale now. 

Extreme Mustang Makeover 
Returns to Midwest Horse 

Fair® in 2012 Twenty one nations are 
celebrating their Olym-
pic qualification today, 9 
January, which marks the 
200-day countdown to 
London 2012 and 100 years 
of equestrian sport in the 
Olympic movement.

Eleven countries have 
now secured the oppor-
tunity to join the nine 
nations already qualified 
at the Alltech FEI World 
Equestrian Games™ 2010 
in Kentucky and hosts 
Great Britain at London 
2012 through a series of 
nail-biting qualifiers held 
around the world for their 
Olympic Group.

Australia, Belgium, Brazil, 
Canada, Chile, France, 
Germany, The Nether-
lands, Mexico, Saudi Ara-
bia, Sweden, Switzerland, 
the USA and Ukraine will 
join hosts Great Britain in 
team Jumping.

Australia, Canada, Colom-
bia, Denmark, Germany, 
Great Britain, The Neth-
erlands, New Zealand, 
Spain, Sweden and the 
uSA have qualified to 
compete in team Dressage.

Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, 
Canada, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, Japan, New 
Zealand, Sweden and the 
USA have also secured 
their opportunity to com-
pete in team Eventing.

The total number of teams 
competing at the 2012 
Olympic Games will be 
confirmed on 1 March 
when additional com-
posite teams in Dressage 
and Eventing made up of 
three individuals from the 
same nation are finalised 
through the FEI Olympic 
Riders Ranking.

Nations qualifying to send 
individual riders will also 
be confirmed on 1 March 
and riders then have until 

17 June to achieve the nec-
essary minimum eligibil-
ity criteria to compete at 
London 2012.

"We have had the most ex-
citing build-up during the 
qualification period, with 
Canada, Germany, Sweden 
and the USA qualifying for 
team places alongside host 
nation Great Britain in all 
three Olympic equestrian 
disciplines," explained 
Catrin Norinder, Olympic 
Director at the FEI.

"There are still compos-
ite team places for two 
disciplines to secure and 
of course it's all to play for 
with the individual riders. 
We're building up to a 
thrilling 100-year anniver-
sary for equestrian sport 
in the Olympics, when 
200 riders and horses will 
compete for individual 
and team gold, silver and 
bronze medals in Eventing, 
Dressage and Jumping."

The Opening Ceremony 
of the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad on 27 July will 
be followed by 12 days of 
equestrian competition 
and, for the first time in 
Olympic history, the final 
equestrian event will be 
the Dressage Grand Prix 
Freestyle to Music held on 
9 August.

Equestrian sport has been 
part of the Olympic move-
ment since the 1912 Games 
in Stockholm (SWE) and 
the FEI is working closely 
with the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
and LOCOG to maximise 
coverage of the competi-
tion in Greenwich Park.
the FEI is working closely 
with the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
and LOCOG to maximise 
coverage of the competi-
tion in Greenwich Park.

Two Hundred Days to Go 
to London 2012

January 12, 2012:  Equine 
rescue and retirement 
facilities are invited to 
apply for free vaccines 
through the Unwanted 
Horse Veterinary Relief 
Campaign (UHVRC), a 
program sponsored by the 
American Association of 
Equine Practitioners and 
Merck Animal Health. 
The deadline for applica-
tions for spring vaccines 
is Feb. 1.
     The campaign, which 
was established in 2008, 
provides free equine 
vaccines to rescue and 
retirement facilities in the 
United States. To date, 
more than 15,000 horses 
have been vaccinated 
through the program.
    qualifying facilities are 
provided with vaccines 
to protect against eastern 

Applications Now Accepted for Free 
Vaccines through Unwanted Horse 

Veterinary Relief Campaign
equine encephalomyelitis 
(EEE), western equine 
encephalomyelitis (WEE), 
rabies and tetanus, as well 
as equine influenza and 
equine herpesvirus. To 
qualify for donated vac-
cines, facilities must have 
501(c) (3) tax-exempt status 
and abide by the AAEP 
Care Guidelines for Equine 
Rescue and Retirement Fa-
cilities. Rescue and retire-
ment facilities are required 
to work with an AAEP-
member veterinarian when 
applying for vaccinations. 
     For more information, 
or to download an applica-
tion, visit www.uhvrc.org. 
For questions regarding 
the application process, 
contact Dana Kirkland in 
the AAeP office at (800) 
443-0177 or dkirkland@
aaep.org.

By the USEF Communi-
cations Department

Cincinnati, 
OH (January 
13, 2012) – For 
the first time 
ever, the USEF 
crowned two 
horses with its 
highest honor, 
one from an 
International 
Discipline 
and one from 
a National 
Discipline. 
Neville Bardos 
and Sjoerd 
were named 
2011 Horses of the Year 

at tonight’s uSeF annual 
Horse of the Year celebra-

tion. Honored 
for their ac-
complishments 
in 2011 their 
roads through 
the last 12 
months, while 
both exception-
al, have been 
very different.

Videos of all 
of the Horses 
of Honor are 
available here: 
http://www.
usefnetwork.
com/featured/

USEFAnnualMeeting2012

Neville Bardos and Sjoerd Named 
2011 Horses of the Year by the 

United States Equestrian Federation

Wellington, FL - January 
20, 2012 - Sixteen of the 
toughest warriors in the 
country will face off in a 
bone-crushing competition 
in Full Metal Jousting, a 
new one-hour series pre-
miering Sunday, February 
12, 2012 at 10 p.m. HISTO-
RY. James H. Fairclough II, 
of Cavalier Show Jumping, 
joined the cast for their 
inaugural season.
 
Renowned 
jouster 
Shane 
Adams 
will be the 
host for 
Full Metal 
Jousting. 
The 10-
part series 
features 
full-contact 
jousts with 
competi-
tors going 
head-to-
head on 
horseback 
in brutal tests of strength, 
endurance and cour-
age. High-speed cameras 
capture every punishing 
blow as jousters charge 
and collide at 30 miles per 
hour. The last man stand-
ing takes home a $100,000 
cash prize. 
 
Although some may have 
seen jousting at exhibitions 
such as the Renaissance 
Fair, the combat in Full 
Meal Jousting is not cho-
reographed at all-it is 100% 
authentic. There is a twist, 
however, the traditional ar-
mor is replaced with mod-
ern suits of steel weighing 
80 pounds, and 11-foot-
long, solid fir lances are 
used as weapons. 
 
"I wanted to show every-
one that show jumpers 
are just as tough as any 
other division," Fairclough 
explained. "After a rigor-
ous week of boot camp, 
we went right into full-on 
combat. It was an amazing 
experience, and something 
I definitely look forward to 
pursuing in the future."
 
Living and training 
together, the 16 Full 
Metal Jousting contestants 
prepared for battle. Their 
backgrounds vary from an 
ex-Marine stunt man and 
a professional polo player 
to a bull rider. Fairclough's 
show jumping experience 
is what made him a prime 
candidate, but each rider 
had to prove themselves 

worthy during an extensive 
week of training, All have 
a full contact background 
with nerves of steel to 
bring back history's oldest 
sport in its rookie season.
 
Fairclough has an extensive 
background of impressive 
wins on his riding resume. 
In 2008, he was the Cacchi-
one Cup Champion at the 
IHSA National Champi-

onships. He 
has also been 
the co-rider 
of Zealous, 
owned by 
Mary Chapot. 
The duo was 
2010 WEF 
Circuit Cham-
pion and 
2010 horse of 
the year for 
the Six Year 
Olds. In 2011, 
James rode 
Starquest, 
owned by 
Mary Chapot, 
to the 2011 Six 

Year Olds Circuit Cham-
pionship. He also was the 
co-rider of Zealous, who 
was awarded the 2011 WEF 
Circuit Champion for the 
Seven and Eight Year Olds, 
as well as Horse of the Year 
for the Seven and Eight 
Year Olds in 2011. 

Recently, Fairclough 
combined his inherent pas-
sion for horses and riding 
with his equestrian legacy. 
Recently, he opened Cava-
lier Show Jumping, based 
out of Seahorse Stables in 
Water Mill, NY, and looks 
forward to training Kira 
Kerkorian and Brooke 
Banks at the prestigious 
Winter Equestrian Festi-
val in Wellington, FL. For 
more information about 
Cavalier Show Jumping, 
please contact Fairclough 
by calling 862-686-0203 or 
e-mail cavalierjumping@
gmail.com.
 
For further information on 
History's Full Metal Joust-
ing, please contact Director 
of Public Relations Susan 
Ievoli at (212) 907-9447 or 
e-mail her at susan.ievoli@
aenetworks.com. To view 
a trailer of the show please 
visit http://insidetv.
ew.com/2012/01/04/full-
metal-jousting/. For biog-
raphies of the cast please 
check out http://www.
history.com/shows/full-
metal-jousting/articles/
about-full-metal-jousting.

James H. Fairclough II Announced 
as Cast Member in HISTORY's New 

Series Full Metal Jousting

Sign up to get a FREE copy of the Valley Equestrian Newspaper right to your email inbox each month.
Email us at: thevenews@gmail.com to get on the mailing list or see it online at:

www.theveonline.com

HIGH TAIL  
RANCH & RESCUE 

For horses
•	 Boarding,	training,	leasing,	lessons,		
trail	rides,	pony	rides	and	birthday	parties,	
all	ages,	your	place	or	ours.

•	 Homeopathic	consultations
•	 Farrier	services
•	 Vacation	care	of	your	house,	critters,	plants

For dogs and cats
•	 Boarding	and	day	care	services,	in	our	
home	or	kennel	facility

•	 Pet	grooming	services,	all	breeds	of		
dogs	&	cats

•	 Homeopathic,	nutrition,		
behavior	consultations

(701) 526-3734
28953 15th Ave N • Hawley, MN

Healing with Charlotte 
Flower Essence Therapy • Homeopathy

Energetic Healing • Muscle Testing

We	have	used	these	healing	modalities	to	
assist	with	behavior	problems,	mental	and	
emotional	problems,	and	physical	problems	
with	horses,	dogs,	cats	and	their	people	too!

We	also	specialize	in	using	food	and		
nutrition	to	help	dogs	with	chronic		
conditions	such	as	ear	infections	and	skin	
issues,	back	problems,	and	so	much	more!

If you are interested in these  
services, call or e-mail at:

701-526-3734 or 701-261-8249
chart@loretel.net
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Think that's a "Grade" Horse in your stall? 
Visit the American Horse Registry website, 

then look again! 
 Preserving an important historical 

companion; steady, enduring, 
a 13-15 HH powerhouse - 

a type not a breed.
www.indianhorse.com  
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ADVERTISERS'  INDEx   
NetPosse.com is 
eVeRy equestrian’s key 

resource, providing 
valuable information and 
assistance in recovering 
lost, stolen or missing 

equines, and by educating 
the public on equine theft  

and loss prevention.

The Outhouse, 
Life on the Farm with Emily.

Volumes 1 and 2 will keep you laughing 
until the cows come home!

Hilarious, true-life stories, written by a 
Midwestern farm wife.

www.emilysouthousebook.com

Standing at Stud: 
Tiny Bit of Luck 2004 Gray Stallion, Barrel 

and Rodeo Horses - 
$550 Proven Bloodlines. 
Nevala Ranch 
701-388-1069 

www.nevalarodeohorses.com

Standing Appaloosa Stallion
Beat Goes On ; Few Spot that  sires 100% 

Color That Halter and Ride. 
More  pictures and information 
hotspots@polarcomm.com  or 

www.riverbendappaloosas.com  
Red River Valley Futurity Nominated. 

Discounts for multi mares. 
Many come from Minnesota.

Joleen: 701-284-6974
www.riverbendappaloosas.com

FOR SAle TOP quAlITy gyPSy COlTS 
FROM TOP BLOODLINES DON'T MISS 
OUT ON YOUR DREAM HORSE -VIEW 

WWW.CREEKSIDEGYPSY.COM 
GYPSY AND DRUM HORSES

 IN MINNNESOTA

For Sale:   Miniature horses of all 
sizes and ages.  All are registered or 

can be registered.
Show quality available.  

701-786-3254, Portland, ND

Herd Reduction
Foundation quarter Horse Mares 

for Sale (Doc Bar, Three Bars, King, 
Leo and Poco Bueno) mostly used as 

brood mares, price negotiable;
 218-790-1790

Without the immune system we 
die! However it causes a lot 

of health problems when it is not 
working properly.  
     The immune system’s job is to 
protect us from and eliminate ex-
ternal pathogens (bacteria, viruses, 
yeast, parasites, and allergens) and 
internal pathogens (cancer cells, tox-
ins, metabolic waste, and damaged 
cells/tissues).  
     Approximately 70% of the im-
mune system is surrounding the GI 
tract, leaving very little to protect 
the skin, respiratory tract, and all 
other tissues.  An unhealthy GI tract 
leads to an overloaded stressed im-
mune system that can lose its ability 
to respond properly when chal-
lenged.  
     When it over responds, we see al-
lergies (hives, heaves-COPD), auto-
immune diseases, and/or inflamed 
tissues (laminitis, sore muscles & 
joints).  When the immune system 
is fatigued and can’t respond, the 

horse is more prone to all types of 
infections.  
     Products that stimulate the im-
mune system are not always ben-
eficial and may be more harmful in 
some cases.  Decreasing immune 
system stress by healing the GI tract 
while supporting the immune system 
and balancing its response is always 
good.  Vaccinating horses with im-
mune problems and over vaccinat-
ing can lead to more problems, so be 
careful and be aware.
      "Let food be your medicine and 
medicine be your food."  Hippo-
crates, 400 B.C.
     This tip was brought to you by 
KAM Animal Services, home of 
KAM’s “equine learning Circle” 
FREE webinars.  These webinars are 
an expansion of KAM’s weekly tips.  
Go to www.kamanimalservices.com 
to sign up for the next webinar.  Feel 
free to email gabrielesutton@aol.com 
with your nutrition questions.

Subscribe
to the

Valley Equestrian Newspaper
$28 for 12 issues

Send check or money order to:
PO Box 64 - Sabin, MN 56580

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

City, State, Zip: ______________________________

Phone Number: ______________________________

Email Address: ______________________________

Get the VEN to your door each month!

Mattie Richardson, 
ND Teen Author  

(701)-680-8855
redheadedkid16@msn.com

KAM Animal Services 
Tip of the Month

See more images of the NFR on our newly revised website at: www.theveonline.com

The National Finals Rodeo brought 119 contestants from all over the USA and 
Canada along with 17,700 spectators to the Las Vegas, NV location. The seven events 
included were tie-down roping, team roping, saddle bronc, bareback, barrel racing, 
bull riding and steer wrestling.  More photos and related content may be found on 
other pages of this issue of the VEN and online at: www.theveonline.com.

Photos by Tammy Scheffler    

For Sale 9 year old Russian bred registered 
arabian gelding. Well trained, and endur-

ance ready. This horse is capable of starting 
the endurance season as a front runner in 

50 mile races. $5500 701-526-3734

Hightail Horse Ranch and Rescue has many 
horses and ponies in need of new homes. 

Ask about our lease program too! 
701-526-3734

Check out theNEW 
VEN

website
with RSS Feeds,
scrolling event

calendar,
past issues 

online, links to in-
dustry contacts and 

more at:
www.theveonline.

com

Cowboy/
Cowgirl

Gathering
March 31, 

2012
Hinckley, 

Minn.
Expo, Hay,
Equipment
and Tack

randyisham@
yahoo.com
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Tina Tamke-Boury
218-230-1156

runaroundranch@hotmail.com

Kari Hagstrom
320-766-2620

kari.venews@hotmail.com

Shari Knudson
218-385-3835

cowboyleather2@yahoo.com

Pia Thuland
701-730-0335

eagletreehorsemanship.com
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New from Our Home Page: 

4Check Out Our Newly Redesigned Website!
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