
Free - Please
take one
& pass it
around!

Where there are rivers,
There are valleys,
There are horses,

And…

All Breeds,
All Disciplines,

All the Time!

October 2012

Your resource for equestrian news, events and information

Inside this issue:
• Anna Twinney: 7 Things Your Horse Wants You to Know  
• The Scoop on Futurities     • Mn EquiFest Preview
• Big Sky Draft Expo  • Villa Louis Carriage Classic  • Libby Nordicfest

Drafts
Driving

&



The Valley Equestrian News    Page 2                                                   www.theveonline.com                                                                                                             October 2012

Images from the 2011 Dakota 50-50: top left: Darren Buckles on ZIPPIN ROMANCER owned 
by LAUREL ROHRER/AMY ENGEBRETSON, bred by DANIEL BERNSTEIN

Lower left:  Judges watch and score the participants at the Dakota 50-50 Futurity Horse 
Show at the NDSU Equine Center in Fargo, N.D>

What is a Futurity or Maturity?
Editor's Note:  The Valley Equestrian asked Nikki 
Medalen to explain the ins and outs of futurities 
for our readers. Below please find a Q&A 
conversation between Ley Bouchard and 
Medalen as a preview to the Dakota 50/50 Sale, 
Futurity and Maturity being held November 1-3 
at the NDSU Equine Center in Fargo, N.D.

VEN:  What is a futurity?
NM:  A futurity is a show that is limited to a 
specific group of horses whether that be an 
age group or some other criteria. In the Dakota 
50/50 the eligibility is based on the fact that 
they must go through the sale. A 2-year-old that 
is sold as a weanling at the sale is eligible for 
the 50/50 futurity. That colt always retains its 
eligibilty no matter how many times it’s sold. 
If I have a base price for my colt, if I purchase 
my own colt back I pay that amount of money 
and 50 percent is retained by the futurity.  
There is no such thing as a ‘no sale.’ That 50 
percent retained is the entry fee.
 
VEN:  How do you start one?
NM: The futurity was developed after a group 
of people in the Bottineau, N.D. area had been 
watching the Manitoba 50/50 for quite a while 
and admired the way it was run. They solicited 
other breeders from the area to see if they 
would be interested in starting a futurity.  The 
Dakota 50/50 was limited to a membership of 
25 at first; now we are at 35 and there are 10 
breeders on the waiting list.  People leave the 
futurity when they retire. Over time member-
ship has fluctuated; we have members  from 
South Dakota, Manitoba, Minnesota as well as 
North Dakota.

VEN: What are the benefits of a futurity?
 NM:  As a breeder the benefits are that you are 
able to promote your own breeding program 
with an opportunity to get your horses in the 
hands of other people that will work with them, 
train them and be shown to their full potential.
As a buyer, the benefits are that you are able 
to purchase a colt with an added value, you 

are able to bring a horse back to the show, and 
compete for that money. The total is $22,000 
this year. That is a great motivation to get them 
trained and started for their career. If you are 
going to buy a baby you might as well buy one 
you are going to make money on.

VEN:  How many years to get established?
NM:  We started in December 2001 and had 
our first sale in November 2003; we wanted to 
lay the groundwork. We wanted to be sure we 
had enough members and have enough draw 
that people would come; we wanted a good set 
of bylaws, and we wanted to get the word out, 
talk to people and promote the futurity through 
print material and word of mouth.  We were 
fortunate that the buy-in from the membership 
was very strong. They believed in the futurity 
and what we were doing. At the time it was 
started, it seemed that people felt they had to 
go south to get good horses; we wanted people 
to know the breeders in North Dakota were 
good and you could get want you wanted here 

and not have to go to Texas to get a good horse. 
The breeders thought this was a good tool to 
get buyers here. The breeders thought it was a 
good tool to be able to promote their breeding 
program. 

VEN:  Who was involved initially?
NM: Three breeders sat down to have coffee, 
they made a list of breeders they thought might 
be interested, and there were 16 breeders at 
the first meeting. They told others about it and 
we had 25 members for the charter member-
ship. Getting sponsorships is crucial. We could 
not put this on without good advertisers and 
sponsorships. We have been very lucky getting 
sponsorships from local businesses that benefit 
from the horse industry.  It is getting easier and 
easier as the futurity is more popular and the 
horse industry is coming back a little bit. 

VEN: Who is organizing it this year?
We have a core group of members who work 
very hard at that. Our officers do a very good 
job. Bill Cook is currently president; that is a 
3-year term. Janine Gustafson organizes the 
Main Event, which is our social event of the 
futurity. Joe HIckel is the vice president who is 
the chairmen of the rules committee.

VEN: Why did you add a maturity, and what is 
that?
NM:  The maturity is a new event added to 
include horses that are older than 2; the 
competition is based on ranch horse versatility, 
with more skills and a higher level of education 
which involves cattle work for horses 4 years 
and older; next year it will be 3 years and older 
– so this will include all ages of horses ever sold 
in the futurity.  That entry fee goes into a jack-
pot. The maturity will happen Thursday before 
the futurity.

VEN: Do breeders pay a membership fee?
NM:  Yes. There was a $500 charter member-
ship fee plus $150 fee each year and a waiting 
list fee of $100.

VEN: What is 
required of 
members? 
NM:  A 
member has 
to sell; they 
must be a 
breeder; they 
have to own 
the mare, 
that estab-
lishes them 
as a breeder.  
They can 
consign 2 
colts a year, 

at $75 per colt. Members are required to sell 
$100 of advertising; we ask every member to 
be involved in a committee; we don’t’ have a 
person to manage the show so every member 
has some responsibility. We are happy about 
the waiting list as it means people are excited 
about the futurity. We know what the market is 
and we know we can sell 70 colts. We have to 
be careful that we don’t have so many colts for 
sale that we dilute the market.  The horses con-
signed are what represent the program; we sell 
some of 
the best 
horses 
sold 
in the 
state; 
we 
aren’t 
going 
to give 
them 
away. 



The Valley Equestrian News               Page 5                                      www.theveonline.com                  October 2012

alley Equestrian
Vol. 6  No. 9

PO Box 64
Sabin, MN 56580

theVEnews@gmail.com
(320) 209-8523

Owner/Publisher/Editor
Ley Bouchard

leybou@gmail.com
(701) 361-8648

Regional Sales Manager/
Creative Consultant

Tammy Finney
RR3500@aol.com

(218) 790-6056

Advertising Consultants
Kari Hagstrom
(320) 766-2620

kari.venews@hotmail.com

David Olson
(701) 566-3704

Dave.VENews@gmail.com

Cover Art
Monkey Mind Studios

monkeymindstudios@gmail.com

Contributing Writers
Orv Alveshere

Katherine Grimes
Fran Lynghaug
Charles Wilhelm

The Valley Equestrian News
is published monthly.

Copyright © 2012
LeKreations LLC

All Rights Reserved
The Valley Equestrian

Newspaper

The    About the Cover

Editorial Information

The Valley Equestrian News    Page 4                                                                www.theveonline.com                                                                                               October 2012

What's in This Issue?

Find the 
Valley Equestrian 

Newspaper
now at these NEW locations!

Gartner Tack
Gartner Arena

Chatfield, Minn.

Murdoch's
Butte, Montana

 

See the complete VEN distribution list at:
www.theveonline.com

      The Valley Equestrian, printed monthly, welcomes free-lance 
articles, cartoons, artwork, poems, photographs, etc. that we might use 
in the publication.  We accept no responsibility for the material while 
in our hands. Materials will be returned if sent with a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope.  Photographs or graphics electronically submitted 
should be in color and must be at least 280 DPI resolution and four 
inches wide. 
     Copyright Notice:  The Valley Equestrian is copyrighted and 
protected by federal copyright law.  No material may be copied, faxed, 
electronically transmitted or otherwise used without our express writ-
ten permission.  Requests for reprinting must be submitted in writing 
to the editor.
     Disclaimer:  Articles that appear in The Valley Equestrian do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the editorial staff, officers or employees 
and publication of any article does not constitute endorsement of the 
views expressed.  Accuracy of all information is the responsibility of the 
authors.
     Advertisements published in The Valley Equestrian do not consti-
tute endorsement or recommendation of such product or service. The 
Valley Equestrian does not condone the alteration of horses in any 
photograph that appears in advertisements in the newspaper and ac-
cepts no responsibility for the accuracy of the photographs used in the 
advertisements supplied by others than its own staff. The onus is on the 
reader to satisfy themselves about the appearance or conformation of a 
horse before making a financial decision.
     Errors: The Valley Equestrian Newspaper shall be responsible for 
errors or omissions in connection with an advertisement to the extent of 
the space covered by the error.  
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Letter to the Editor;
      The North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame 
(NDCHF) was saddled up, and rarin’ to go this 
2012 tourism season. The chute gate was 
cracked wide open – and we gave 2012 a heck 
of a ride! This travel season, our award winning 
Center of Western Heritage & Cultures: Native 
American, Ranching and Rodeo was exposed 
to several thousand people experiencing North 
Dakota’s cowboy way – many for the first time. 
We want to thank the Theodore Roosevelt 
Medora Foundation (TRMF) for its clever incor-
poration of the North Dakota Cowboy Hall of 
Fame – Center of Western Heritage & Cultures 
in to this year’s production of the Medora 
Musical. We sincerely appreciate the efforts 
made in doing such a great program. The show 
was top notch entertainment. A cowboy is 
fortunate to have a good neighbor to share a 
fence-line. TRMF is our good neighbor, as we 
are to them. 
     TRMF was a vision of Harold Shafer, who 
would have been 100 years old this year, to 
preserve the legacy of the town Medora. The 
NDCHF is the reality of a vision by our founding 
president Evelyn Neuens, a vision shared by 
countless others across this state, to preserve 
North Dakota’s rich western heritage and 
culture. Currently, the NDCHF is updating our 

Powers of the IRS Commissioner
Cowboy Poetry with Orv

PG.12 See Where You Can Pick Up Your VEN: 
Distributed Now in 27 States

PG.17

Industry News

strategic plan as we move into a new era. We 
are addressing new opportunities for our orga-
nization as well as identifying enhancements 
and upgrades to our premier interpretive center 
– the Center of Western Heritage & Cultures: 
Native American, Ranching and Rodeo, in 
Medora. 
      As we acknowledge TRMF for this great 
partnership, we also thank the people of 
North Dakota who have visited our Center and 
have given to the North Dakota Cowboy Hall 
of Fame. We are very grateful to serve as the 
Trail Boss in sustaining North Dakota’s resilient 
western way of life, its cowboy culture and rich 
western heritage. Saddle up and let’s ride!

 Sincerely,

Raymond S. Morrell
Executive Director
North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame
Center of Western Heritage & Cultures: Native 
American, Ranching and Rodeo
www.northdakotacowboy.com
www.facebook.com/northdakotacowboy
701-250-1833 (Corporate Office)
701-250-1835 (fax)
701-623-2000 (Medora Center)

Top:  Dick Renfro's four fjords abreast; Middle:  
Samantha Finnoe with Deilig; Bottom:  Alan 
Zohner racing home with  with Varg and Arkin

       Michael Sabatini weaving in cones, driving his Norwegian Fjord team in 
the International Fjord Horse Show at the J Neils Memorial Park at the Libby 
Nordicfest held September 7-9 in Libby, Montana. The NW Pacific Promotional 
Group brings their Fjord horses each year to the celebration to hold an all-Fjord 
show for the attendees of the annual Nordic festival.  Other activities include: 
the Libby Fine Arts Show, a juried craft show, Viking Encampment, Hardanger 
Show, food booths, Bunad Parade, quilt show, outdoor entertainment, Nor-
dicfest Parade, Swedish meatball dinner and pancake breakfast, square dancing 
and more.  More about the Nordicfest on page 4.  

25th Annual Libby 
International Fjord Horse Show

The 25th Annual 
Libby Interna-
tional Fjord 
Horse Show 

sponsored by the 
Pacific Northwest Fjord 
Promotional Group was 
held September 7-9 in 
conjunction with the 
28th Annual Libby Nor-
dicfest at J Neils Park in 
Libby, Montana.
      According to their 
web site, the fjord 
horse has been the dar-
ling of Libby Nordicfest 
since the early days of 
the festival. … The fjord, a breed 
dating back to the time when 
Norse soldiers wore heavy armor 
and carried massive spears, was 
first introduced in the United 
States in about 1888. Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt's uncle Warren 
Delano is on record for importing 
a herd of the cream-colored gen-
tle giants in 1900. The most dis-
tinguishing feature of this breed 
is its mane. When trimmed, the 
mane stands stiff with a streak 
of black hair splitting the blond 
hair on either side. Fjords are 
small as far as draft horses go, 
standing an average 14 hands 
tall, compared to Clydesdales or 
Belgian draft horses, which aver-
age 18 hands. Another difference 
between fjords 
and other draft 
horses is their 
attention-
seeking nose. 
Fjords nudge 
and nibble at 
your hand until 
you give them 
the obliga-
tory rub on the 
snoot.  Draft 
horses are 
known to be 
highly agile like 
quarter horses 
or palominos. 
But fjords have 
competed and 
performed 
exceptionally well in reining and cutting com-
petitions. 
    Nordicfest includes reining competitions, a 
combined driving event and demonstrations of 
freestyle reining and farm equipment hauling as 
well as a number of riding and jumping events 
to show the versatility of the breed and the 
abilities of the riders. More information about 
the Nordicfest at: http://www.libbynordicfest.
org
     The Pacific Northwest Fjord Promotional 
Group (PNFPG) is organized as a non-profit, 
non-political, international organization.  This 
group's purpose is to promote interest, owner-
ship, and the safe use of Norwegian Fjord Hors-
es.  We are about the business and the pleasure 
of promoting the unique versatility and disposi-
tion of this wonderful, rare breed by members' 
participation in parades, horse shows, fairs, 
expositions, trail and mountain riding, as well 
as special functions wherever possible (driving, 
pulling, riding, halter, cow work, dressage, and 
even reining).  We advertise, by doing all of the 
above, the varied uses and positive traits for 
which the Norwegian Fjord Horse is known.

From Our Readers

Talking Horses with Kathy Grimes

Mn EquiFest Preview

PG.8 Villa Louis Carriage Classic
Big Sky Draft Horse Expo

PG.15 Upcoming Events

Gypsy Vanner Horses
Libby, Mont. Nordicfest

Pictured above: Teams pull hay skids at 
the Big Sky Draft Horse Expo - page 8

Pictured top left:   A two-horse cart at the 
Big Sky Draft Horse Expo - page 8.

Left:  Anna Twinney: More on page 17

Dear Readers,
     After a long, dry summer, fall is upon us; 
the show season is winding down and the fall 
events, harvest festivals, thrashing bees, driving 
and carriage festivals are being celebrated in 
this month’s Valley Equestrian News.

See the Big Sky Draft Horse Expo and the 
Villa Louis Carriage Classic on page 8; learn a 
bit about Gypsy Vanner Horses on page 19, 
American Cream Draft horses on page 10 and 
draft events around the country throughout this 
issue.  

     Anna Twinney has tips for understanding 
your horse on page 17 and everyone will have 
a chance to meet her in person at Spirit Horse 
Center near Brainerd, MN later this month. 

     Page 2 features an article on futurities ex-
plained by Nikki Medelen who will be with VEN 
team members at the Dakota 50-50 Futurity 
and Maturity November 1-3 at the NDSU Equine 
Center in Fargo, N.D.  Come out and see some 
great quarter horse stock and meet the folks 
that make this a great event!
     
     Also be sure to check out the MN EquiFest 
October 13-and 14 at the St. Paul Fairgrounds. 
There will be some great performers, clinicians 

and an opportunity to start and finish your 
holiday shopping for that someone special on 
your Christmas list. Read more about the MN 
EquiFest on our preview on page 7 of this issue 
and a recap of this 6th annual event in the 
November issue of the VEN.  

     This issue is dedicated to my Uncle Irving 
Storsved who died September 28 after a long 
battle with cancer.  He will always be a favorite 
uncle; we shared a love of Norwegian Fjords, 
chickens and photography.  A world traveler, 
genealogist, engineer, and farm boy at heart, he 
was always supportive of me and my endeavors 
and never critical of my life choices, although 
there have been a couple questionable ones.  
He will be dearly missed in our family which 
now counts one less patriarch.

     We hope you enjoy this issue of the Valley 
Equestrian News' please support the advertis-
ers that make it possible. Check us out next 
month for Christmas giving ideas, a tribute to 
horse club secretaries (we didn’t have room this 
month as we hoped), and more event coverage 
around the region.

Happy Trails!
Ley Bouchard, Publisher/Editor

Got News?
Share it 
with the 

VE News Team

701.361.8648
thevenews@gmail.com

or snail mail:
The VE News

Box 64
Sabin, MN 56580

Reach Your Market
Advertise Your Business in the 
Valley Equestrian Newspaper

•  Reasonable & Competitive Advertising Rates
•  Reach thousands of dedicated readers monthly 
      in 27 states.

Contact:
Kari Hagstrom @ 320.766.2620

Tina Tamke-Boury @ 218.230.1156
Dave Olson @ 701.566.3704

Randy Isham @ 320.237.3831

Call today to get YOUR ad in
 the next issue!

Photos by Larry and Sarah Coles of Idaho
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Cowboy Poetry with Orv
SAILOR’S LETTERS TO/FROM HOME

Boot Camp, Then Out to Sea
Dear Mom,
It seems like only yesterday I was at home; I unsaddled my horse,
Patted my dog’s head, gave hugs, boarded a bus for a Navy boot camp course.
We rose early, trained hard and with extreme fatigue, flopped into bed.
Facts and concepts came so fast. I had trouble keeping them straight in my head. 
We’ve met and made Many friends. We gave our word to protect our great land.
We try to visualize the ship, the open seas and the life of a deck hand.
We’re physically fit, play sports on our off time and harmonize off-key.
Meals are prepared in huge proportions. They brew a barrel of coffee.

Missing and Reminiscing
Some fellow trainees attended schools with thousands in their enrollment.
Some rode a horse to a one-room school and enjoyed it to their heart’s content.
One left his mountain home and Herefords and his working cattle horse,
Went from working alone to a large group and will learn to do weather reports. 
We recall the days before indoor plumbing and the 50-yard dash
To the upright sanitation station. We laugh about it and rehash.
At night there are many card games, but they won’t get any money off me.
We boast of our fav’rite baseball teams and tip a cup of coffee.

7 Seas 4 Winds Same Sky & Sunsets/We’re Shipshape
Some of us rural youth wonder what life will bring & what’s in the cards?
We come from hamlets so tiny we’d spoof and call them the “Whole 9 Yards.”
That’s why we joined the Navy to see the world. We’re all Noah’s son’s;
We share the sky, clouds, and sunsets. We ask what’s over the horizons?
Another friend left his longhorn cattle and horse and hung up his rope
To defend our country, repel our enemies and to give us hope.
He trained thoroughbreds, but his favorite steed was an off-breed.
We share common ground. Guard duty tonight. Love, Gary P.S. I need some coffee.

Salt Water Toffee at Home/Tell us What You See at Sea
Dear Son, You gave us a burst of pride. Your grandfather would be so proud
That you stand on your own two feet and are not following some aimless crowd. 
His sailor’s cap still adorns our mantelpiece. Nations’ flags fly high.
The red sandstone mesas shine after the rain, as we watch the eagles fly.
Be true to your country.  We came from a different heritage.
We know we’re all Americans at heart. Respect each other but don’t burn one’s bridge.
Take time to practice your artistic talents. Please write on your off week.

Weigh Anchor (must’ve weighed a ton)/Sea Breezes/Salt Water and A Twist of Fate
Dear Mom, We shipped out to Midway Island. We joked of sharing the ride.
We now have our ‘sea legs’ while the waves and the storms we’ve taken in stride.
We’ve learned occupational skills, leadership and dependability.
Learning and efforts have a pro and con inevitability.
Most screw-ups are taken in stride. We follow orders; we just do it.
Some salty old sailors have salty language. As you’d guess, they just ‘chew it.”
Serious moments have a counterpart of light moments, perhaps off-beat;
Like the incident I'll describe to you, about making coffee. 

Like Stepping in it on the Poop Deck/Pickle Juice Flavored?
We’d not seen land for months. The sky and the sea go on forever.
Sharing duties, I volunteered to make a barrel of coffee, however,
In the world of supply and demand there are valuable commodities.
Quantities we take for granted can become short supply, scarce oddities.
For years, hot and cold spigots are right and left. I filled and percolated.
The boss “gulped’ and spit it out.  Salty language made me educated.
Salt water contaminated coffee! Scarce coffee founds out at sea.
Disappointed sailors and I’m the fall-guy, from the salt water coffee.

©  Orv Alveshere, Fargo ND 
(Thanks to Waya’ai Keene, acclaimed New Mexico artist, for the predicament story.)

      Wouldn’t it be nice if the horse 
industry had an advocate in the 
White House?  Ann Romney, horse-
woman, could be just such an 
advocate as First Lady.  Her horse 
competed in the Olympic event of 
dressage, and she has long been an 
advocate for the use of horses for 
physical therapy.
      The President has substantial 
power to implement policy within 
the IRS, and the IRS is the enforcer 
of tax laws.  The IRS Commissioner 
is appointed by the President, with 
the consent of the Senate, for a 
five-year term.  The Commissioner 
administers, manages, enforces, 
and supervises the application of 
IRS laws and related statutes.  The 
term of the present IRS Commis-
sioner, Douglas Schulman, expires in 
November, and a new appointee will 
be named by the President, subject 
to Senate confirmation.
      Section 183 of the IRS Code 
pertains to activities “not engaged in 
for profit.”  This provision is used to 
disallow deductions for horse own-
ers and all other farming-ranching 
activities as well as other ventures 
ranging from multi-level marketing 
to air charters.  How this provision is 
applied and interpreted is something 
that the IRS Commissioner can and 
does influence.
    The recent trend in audits has 
been to regard horse activities as 
hobbies.  A document relied on by 
auditors, referred to as the Mar-
ket Segment Specialization Audit 
Technique Program Guide (“MSSP”), 
encourages auditors to presume that 
taxpayers in the horse industry are 
motivated by personal pleasure and 
recreation.  
      The document directs auditors to 
inquire about business plans:  “The 
taxpayer should have a formal writ-
ten plan.  This plan should demon-
strate the taxpayer’s financial and 
economic forecast for the activity.  
The plan should show a short range 
and long range forecast for the activ-
ity.  The forecast should allow for 
changes due to potential unfore-
seen and fortuitous circumstances.”  
Auditors are asked to be on alert for 
“canned” business plan documents. 
     The IRS document also advises 
revenue agents to be on alert for 
bogus appraisals that show how 
improvements such as barns, arenas, 
pastures, fencing, breeding sheds, 
stalls, storage facilities, and land-
scaping help to increase the value of 
the taxpayer’s farmland.
      Revenue agents are also advised 
to challenge the taxpayer’s “material 
participation” in the horse activity.  
Under this legal test, you are permit-
ted to deduct losses relating to a 
horse partnership against your other 
income only if, among other things, 
you “materially participate” in the 
activity.  This is often a difficult stan-
dard to meet if professional trainers 
and other managers are hired to 
attend to important details such as 

The Powers of the IRS Commissioner
By John Alan Cohan, Attorney at Law

training and development.
      The IRS has a reputation for indif-
ferent customer service, long wait 
times on calls, and abuse towards 
taxpayers who are supposed to be 
served.  In situations where taxpay-
ers have a history of losses, revenue 
agents tend to view business records 
of such taxpayers with heightened 
scrutiny.  It is important is to keep 
hard copies of all evidence that 
shows your manner of keeping 
records and that might reflect your 
business motives.  For example, keep 
originals of magazine advertisement 
(including the entire magazines in 
which they appear).  If you update 
written business plans, it is important 
to retain the earlier versions (all of 
which should be dated) rather than 
superseding them in a computer 
generated update.  With respect to 
payment to vendors and trainers, it is 
often the case in the horse industry 
that some vendors and trainers do 
not issue formal invoices, but you 
should always insist on obtaining 
invoices from trainers and other per-
sonnel and vendors, and keep them 
as part of your permanent records. 
       You should maintain a dated cus-
tomer list consisting of persons who 
have contacted you regarding horse 
sales.  It is helpful to also keep dated 
memoranda of telephone conversa-
tions to memorialize phone conver-
sations with potential customers.  
All sales of horses, leases, breeding 
agreements, and other contracts 
should always be in writing.  All 
contracts should be completely filled 
out with the parties’ names and the 
name of the horses, and the date of 
the contract.  You should keep signed 
and dated copies of all such docu-
ments rather than keeping computer 
generated forms of them. 
      Audits are the “lifeblood” of col-
lecting additional revenue for the U.S. 
Treasury, but IRS philosophy has, for 
many years, made it difficult for tax-
payers to defend themselves.  In the 
event you are audited by the IRS you 
should seek legal advice at the earli-
est stage and work with legal counsel 
and your accountant to convince the 
IRS of your intentions. 
      Audits are always a difficult 
experience for taxpayers.  Changes 
in IRS policy depend on who the next 
IRS Commissioner will be, and in turn 
who the next President will be. 
  
       John Alan Cohan is a lawyer who 
has served the horse, livestock and 
farming industries since l98l.  He 
serves clients in all 50 states, and 
can be reached by telephone at (3l0) 
278-0203 or via e-mail at JohnAlan-
Cohan@aol.com, or visit his website 
at www.JohnAlanCohan.com.

Final Touch Proofreading & Editing
Need Grammar/Punctuation/Spelling directions to get to 

your writing destination?
I’ll gladly guide you along your journey. No funny, 

fake voices! Just genuine dedication to you and 
your project:

 • business communications/ads
• articles, books, blog posts

• resumes, cover letters

Heidi Mann
http://FinalTouchProofreadingAndEditing.com

Final.Touch.Proofreading@gmail.com

     Be sure to mark your calendar 
to attend the Minnesota EquiFest, 
October 13 and 14th at the Minne-
sota State Fairgrounds, St. Paul, MN.  
There will plenty to see and do at this 
year’s event.  
    This year will be the first time an 
eventing clinic will be offered with 
Ashlia O’Dell, Ridge Road Stables. 
Webster, MN.  Sign up for a class and 
hone in on your skill level.
   Justin Mundt, Ridgeland, WS is a 
horseman who brings his “No Shenan-
igans” approach to horse training in a 
step-by-step fashion.  Justin believes 
you gain a horse’s respect from the 
ground up.  It is his philosophy that 
almost any problem you have under 
the saddle can be fixed or improved 
by doing groundwork exercises to gain 
more respect and responsiveness.  
Justin will work with these methods 
at the EquiFest.
     Interested in Classical Dressage?  
Take a clinic with Karen Lee, Hay River 
Stables, Boyceville, WI.  Karen is a 
USDF Bronze and Silver Medalist and 
a dressage judging program L gradu-
ate with distinction.  She has ridden 
horses for over 30 years.  Karen be-
lieves that soft focus and consistency 
works best when teaching horses new 
skills.
     Another clinic one may want to 
sign up for is Western Dressage with 
Barb Anderson Whiteis, Caille Farm 
Equestrian Center, Monticello, MN. 
Barb is trained in Western (Pleasure 
and Reining) and Saddleseat styles 
of riding.  Her background in both 
Western and English styles of riding 
make the emerging sport of Western 
Dressage a perfect fit as well.  
     Several schooling shows will take 
place during the EquiFest; Western 
Dressage, Classical Dressage, Eventing 
and the Western Dressage of North 
America.
     Take on the Midwest Equine Agility 
Association Challenge with Chris Vin-
son at the helm.  Chris trains out of 3S 
Ranch in Boyceville, WI.  The process 
of mastering obstacles helps build 
confidence in both the horse and 
rider while enhancing their commu-
nication as well.   Chris is presenting 
a clinic using obstacles in her training 
program for over 15 years.  During 
the time spent with participants Chris 
will help horses and their human’s 
overcome their reluctance to attempt 
something unfamiliar.
     One of the highlights of this year’s 
EquiFest is the ADT Driving Competi-
tion.  Building on several years of 
driving clinics this will be the first 
Minnesota ADT (Arena Driving Trial).  
An Arena Driving Trial is a carriage 
driving event in which three phases 
of competition take place in an arena:  
dressage, cones and hazards/obsta-
cles.  For many baby boomers driving 
is an exciting way to stay connected 
with horses. 
     Cassie Sprenger, Complete Eques-
trian Company, will provide clinics 
on The Sane Speed Horse and the All 
Around Thinking Horse. Cassie is a 
very accomplished rider, trainer and 
clinician.  She has been teaching peo-
ple how to ride has been training for 
over 10 years.  She excels at providing 

her students, both human and horse 
with tools to be confident, safe and 
effective.  Her low pressure teach-
ing style leads her students to reach 
their goals in a timely manner and be 
proud of their accomplishments.
      Tom Tweeten, PhD, will give 
several presentations.  Dr. Tweeten 
has a PhD in Chemistry and is also an 
avid horseman from Minnesota.  He 
has developed a line of grooming and 
conditioning supplies second to none 
in the Equine World.   
     Deb Racheter, is owner and found-
er Crest Ridge Saddlery of Lowry City, 
MO.  Since 1998, Debra has been pro-
fessionally fitting horses which led to 
designing and manufacturing saddles.  
Her experiences led her to become 
a master saddle fitter, specializing in 
gaited horses and mules.  Don’t miss 
her demonstrations!  
     There will be other speakers and 
demo’s throughout the weekend 
offering many things to see and 
do along with shopping at vendor 
booths.   Consign your tack at the 
Tack Sale taking place both Saturday 
and Sunday.
     A Saturday evening Equine Extrava-
ganza will include, jousting, western 
dressage, roman riding, jumping, driv-
ing, drill teams, classical dressage.
      Sponsors of the Minnesota 
EquiFest are Horse Digest, Great 
Plains Foods, Dahl Graphics, Minneso-
ta School of Horseshoeing.  We thank 
them for their support in promoting 
the EquiFest.
     For booth of other informa-
tion please contact Nancy Duggan, 
763-421-5750 or nancyduggan@
rtduggan.com.  Website www.Min-
nesotaEquiFest.com.  For advertising 
information please contact Linda Dahl 
at Dahl Graphics,651-353-8188.

Mn EquiFest: Fall Festival of Horses
Something for Everyone at this Celebration of the Horse
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A little girl with a love of horses 
before her first rocking horse, 
Barb Anderson Whiteis has 

ridden since she was 4 years old. 
Find her a pony at the fair, a birthday 
party or nearby boarding stable, 
riding horses is her passion and 
a lifestyle she has worked her life 
perfecting. 
     We have an op-
portunity to see and 
hear Whiteis in action 
at the 6th Annual MN 
EquiFest October 13 
and 14 at the State 
Fairgrounds in St. 
Paul, Minn. 
     Whiteis will 
demonstrate Western 
Dressage, one of 
the newest equine 
disciplines.     
     Although dres-
sage and western 
pleasure have been 
practicing disciplines 
for centuries, putting 
the two disciplines 
together is a rather 
new innovation. 
     ”I ride pleasure 
and reining and also 
dressage horses.  I 
had horses at the 
dressage place and 
rode at the west-
ern place – so that’s 
where I was getting the 
dual thing of western 
and dressage,” said Whiteis.  “I was 
using the western saddles to ride 
dressage. We are doing a lot of the 
same things with a different style 
i.e., loose reins and tight reins. Even 
though you are moving the horse 
body on the same principle you do it 

Living the Dream:  Barb Anderson Whiteis to 
Hold Clinics at the MN EquiFest

with different bits and rein contacts.”
     Western dressage term took hold 
on the last 3-4 years. According to 
the web site Midwest Western Dres-
sage, at: http://www.midwestwest-
erndressage.com. 
     "Western Dressage’s primary goal 
is to bring the training benefits of 
dressage movements like shoulder-

in, haunches-in, and half-pass to the 
lightness and spirit of the western 
horse.
     “I did take a Jack Brainard clinic in 
the early 70s and it wasn’t called that 
at all, but he was having a dressage 
person riding with him and they 

thought it was interesting. But I 
rode my dressage horse in a western 
saddle because I liked it and I could 
do the same thing, something to 
hold onto so I didn’t get bucked off!” 
Whiteis said. 
     “They are starting to design 
saddles for western dressage. I just 
saw some in a magazine,” Whiteis 

continued.  “I 
like the saddle 
and I feel  I can 
do better in it.” 
     “Right now, 
a couple of the 
organizations 
are putting out 
rules and it is 
just verbatim 
as for western, 
classic western 
saddle, silver 
is not required 
or added value, 
the headstall, 
reins, you 
cannot use 
training devices 
in a class, like 
a martindale 
or tie-downs.  
It’s not much 
different than 
western as I can 
see right now. 
It will change 

as they start to 
have classes at rec-
ognized shows.”

She has a regular training barn.  “I 
have been showing on the dres-
sage circuit and a few Arab national 
shows but because of my western 
background, it is very appealing to 
me. I start the horses in western 
because I am comfortable doing 

that. I feel like I can go, go, go not 
whoa, whoa, whoa - because of 
my western background.”
     “Some dressage folks feel that 
western is so mean with the big 
bits and how can you feel the 
horse with a big saddle,” said 
Whiteis, “but you can do it very 
well in a western saddle. The bulk 
of it does not inhibit the horse 
being sensitive to the aids. 
“I’ll be giving three clinics, lesson 
times: one is softness or supple-
ness, developing that in your 
horse.  One is riding with one 
hand versus two hands and dif-
ferent reining techniques.  Using 
dressage movements to control 
your horse – moving the horses’ 
body and what you can achieve by 
doing it.” 
     Participants will pay a fee to 
attend. It is free to audit with the 
MN EquiFest admission fee.

By Ley Bouchard

Western dressage with Crimson Rose at the 2011 MN EquiFest at the 
state fairgrounds in St. Paul, Minn.

The Valley Equestrian: Local Wherever Distributed!
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Charles Wilhelm: Ultimate Foundation Training from Start to Finish
The Influence of Natural Horsemanship

Twenty years ago when I was 
doing round pen training, 
few people knew what a 
round pen was. If you were 

working in a round pen, you looked 
like an idiot that didn’t know what 
you were doing other than run-
ning a horse around in circles. Ten 
years ago, more people were aware 
of natural horsemanship and it 
started to have an influence in the 
horse world. Five years ago, it really 
started taking hold and now you see 
natural horsemanship techniques, in 
some form or another, used widely 
everywhere in training programs. I 
remember at Horse Expos I attended 
ten years ago, I was the only guy out 
there with a blue tarp and people 
were wondering what in the world 
I was going to do with it. People did 
not understand the concept that 
the tarp represented a scary object 
and the benefit of getting a horse to 
accept that kind of pressure. There is 
always something out there that will 
raise the emotional level of a horse. 
A tarp is an object that will raise 
pressure and help a horse learn to 
accept it. To “accept it” meaning the 
horse will walk onto a tarp and stand 
there on its own, paw it and pull it 
around its feet. A lot of people think 
that “accepting” is when a horse will 
walk over a tarp. I remember being 
told five years ago that, “Oh, my 
horse goes over a tarp” meaning the 
horse would trot or run over a tarp. 
That is a start but that is not total 
acceptance. Acceptance is dropping 
the nose and recognizing the tarp, 
standing on it and being quiet and 
soft in the body and the eyes. I like 
a horse to start pawing on a tarp 
because when they paw it and start 
gathering it around themselves they 
are truly relaxed.  
Ten years ago when I would travel to 
the east coast, they would say, “Oh, 
you’re the blue tarp guy.” Now when 
I go to Horse Expos, every trainer 
has a blue tarp.  We are starting to 
see that natural horsemanship has 
influenced training in that there is 
a recognition that horses do have 
emotions (the flight instinct), and 
that the way that we handle that 
emotion is to introduce a horse to 
scary objects and work with the 
horse to accept the objects instead 
of bucking or bolting away from 
them. The result of this training is 
that ground manners are better and 
horses are more emotionally sound 
and safer under saddle.  
     Unfortunately, I am also seeing a 
negative side of this picture. Most 
of us in the business use a string or 
rope halter, what I call a cowboy hal-
ter. People see us get the desired re-
sults and buy a cowboy halter, take it 
home but do not get the continued 
magic. The reason is that it is not the 
equipment that trains the horse. We 
use that type of halter because it has 
a little bit more bite or feel than a 
web or leather halter that is wider. 
A string halter definitely catches the 
attention of a horse and a horse will 
be more willing to come off it. Peo-
ple buy these halters and for the first 
week the halter works like magic. 
Then suddenly, the magic is gone. 
The horse doesn’t have any more 
respect for the string halter than it 

had for a web halter.  Also, because it 
is not the equipment that trains the 
horse, the horse is not going to care 
if he is worked on a six, 12 or 14-foot 
line. It isn’t the equipment but how 
we use it. An individual may think 
that he or she is following natural 
horsemanship but, because the prin-
ciple of pressure and release is not 
really understood, no change is made 
in how the equipment is used and 
the horse just becomes dull. If the 
exercise is done properly, it doesn’t 
matter if a leather or web halter is 
used as it is really what we do with it. 
In the last five years, I have had many 
horses brought to the ranch for issues 
with ground manners. Because of the 
improper use of a string halter, these 
horses are really dull and it is very 
hard to get them light again. When 
a horse has learned to lean on that 
type of halter, there is not much I can 
do to apply additional pressure that 
can then be released when the horse 
responds.  
     The equipment has influenced the 
market but what I see is that the tim-
ing and feel in the use of the equip-
ment have not influenced the market. 
Timing and feel are things that can 
only be taught through trial and er-
ror. One thing I tell my clients at the 
ranch is if it feels ugly in your hand, it 
feels heavy and uncomfortable, then 
you are not using the equipment 
properly. If you are riding a horse and 
you pick up a rein, you don’t want the 
horse pulling on you. You want the 
horse to respond to a light cue but if 
the horse doesn’t respond, you must 
increase the pressure. The horse is 
resisting because it is a horse’s basic 
nature and make up to resist. Some 
horses resist more than others, just 
like people, because each horse is 
an individual. The problem is that 
people use equipment without either 
the knowledge or understanding of 
pressure and release. For example, 
when a person continually uses a 
stud chain to control a horse, it is 
hard to get that horse soft again. Be-
cause the horse has learned to lean 
on the chain, getting the horse to be 
obedient and give to pressure around 
the face is difficult.  
     Any piece of equipment, including 
a stud chain has a place but there is a 
problem when we rely solely on that 
equipment to train a horse. If I am 
backing up or leading a horse that is 
pulling on me, I will not release the 
pressure until I get the desired action 
from the horse, even if it is only one 
step. That is the way a horse learns 
and that is a basic principle that I 
teach. The only exception to that rule 
is in a situation where I will get hurt 
or the horse will get hurt if I don’t 
release the pressure. Until that point, 
I will not release the pressure until I 
get some kind of give from the horse.
     Another principle of natural horse-
manship that has become accepted 
is the practice of de-spooking. Back 
when I first talked about de-spooking 
a horse, it was an unknown concept. 
Now it is a common term and simply 
means we are taking the spook out of 
the horse. All horses have the flight 
instinct and de-spooking is getting a 
horse to accept pressure. What I see 
now is that people are trying to make 

their horses safer by desensitizing or 
de-spooking them. They often end 
with dull horses because they are 
not willing to increase the pressure 
until the horse gives. The same is true 
when doing ground work; a horse will 
become dull when he has not learned 
to give to pressure. A lot of us are 
not willing to get out of our comfort 
zone and add more pressure as it is 
needed to get the horse to move his 
feet, move sideways or do whatever 
it is we are asking the horse to do. 
Also, it is just as important to release 
immediately when the horse does 
give or accept for even a moment.
       Someone recently asked me 
about the Extreme Mustang Make 
Over Challenge. I think it is actually 
a good program but it has gotten 
really competitive in 
that the horses are 
pushed to do a lot 
in a very short time. 
Twenty five years 
ago when I started 
working with prob-
lem horses, I found 
that people were 
moving way too fast 
with their training. 
Even a horse that 
shows real talent 
who is moved too 
fast will, six or eight 
months down the 
road, start showing holes in the train-
ing such as bucking, rearing or be-
coming dull to the training aids. What 
I see in these events is, no matter the 
breed of horse, and I don’t care if it 
is wild or domestic, a horse is a horse 
and each horse has its own personal-
ity and learning curve. Some horses 
get it more quickly than others. Some 
Mustangs do really well but the train-
ing has been really fast. They are put 
into bridles too soon and are asked 
to do a lot of things too soon. There 
are a lot of good trainers out there 
doing really good things but to get 
these Mustangs to do what they do 
in so short a time, requires that the 
horses be pushed. I would rather see 
a trainer take a little more time and 
establish the basics.  Years ago I pat-
ted myself on the back when I would 
get a horse in the round pen and 
work with it and by 
the third ride I was 
out on the trail. But, 
I had to be cautious 
about where my 
legs were, the horse 
was not relaxed and 
my safety was at 
risk. What I found 
was that I might be 
riding the horse in a 
walk, trot or canter 
but I couldn’t lead 
the horse quietly. 
I couldn’t pick up 
his feet and he was 
spooky and edgy. 
Taking the time 
to do each step is 
worth the effort.
     Someone may 
say, “Well Charles, 
you participate in 
the colt starting 
contests.” Yes, I 
do but I start with 

the very basics and if the horse does 
not accept the very basic training, 
I don’t move on. If the horse won’t 
let me ride him, there is no way that 
I can manipulate him to let me get 
on, no matter how good a rider I 
am. In some contests I have had a 
horse that was nervous and jumpy 
and because of my expertise and by 
taking several sessions to work with 
him, I have been able to get a saddle 
on and I have won the contest. It may 
take me three sessions to get a horse 
to let me put the saddle on and be 
relaxed. A horse I worked with up in 
Canada did really well when working 
to the left but anything attempted on 
the right side was a problem. Even 
touching his face spooked him and 
he wanted to go up in the air. A horse 

like that is just going to take longer 
to work with. I rode that horse in the 
competition but obviously it didn’t 
do well. The point is, the horse is only 
going to let me get done what I get 
done. I can only move onto the next 
level of training when the horse has 
accepted and learned the current 
lesson.
     Someone asked me a couple of 
years ago about my favorite breed. 
My favorite breed is a good minded 
horse. I’ve had Arabs in here that 
I have loved and had a great time 
working with because they have good 
minds, they want to learn and they 
have a good work ethic. I’ve had won-
derful Quarter horses and a few years 
ago we rescued a National Show 
Horse that just loved to work and 
was really good minded. I’m not picky 
about the breed. I had a Mustang in 

here that was willing and responsive 
and a fun horse to ride. It was one of 
my favorite horses to ride in training 
each day.
      The point really is that the equip-
ment doesn’t train the horse and 
neither does the exercise. It doesn’t 
make any difference who is working 
with the horse, you or any of the 
clinicians, including me. I do a lot of 
clinics here at the ranch and I teach 
the exercises that I find work well 
for me. They work because I build a 
foundation of training doing the exer-
cises correctly and looking for a soft 
response, with the horses learning 
to give. When a horse is brought to 
the ranch for training and that horse 
is stiff as a board on the ground and 
under saddle, it ends up taking more 
time in training to get the horse soft 
again. Years ago when I started work-
ing with problem horses I might have 
a horse that was a little pushy but no 
one had dulled it by pulling, pushing 
or using a training stick. Now I see 
horses that are quiet and easy to be 
around but they do not listen and 
move off pressure. I use a dressage 
stick or a training stick and when I 
bump a horse with my leg, a spur 
or a stick, it has to move off my leg. 
If it doesn’t, I’m going to increase 
the pressure. This is a really tough 
concept for some to accept but this 
is how horses learn.
     Natural horsemanship has really 
gotten a foothold. We see it more 
with hunters and jumpers and even 
in the discipline of eventing. We are 
starting to see it more in the dressage 
barns where they are expecting the 
horses to be more obedient on the 
ground. They are finding that when 
a horse is more emotionally relaxed 
the horse will give a better perfor-
mance. Natural horsemanship has 
been a positive movement but there 
is a down side. It comes down to two 
things. One, it is not the equipment 
that trains the horse, it is how we 
use that equipment. Two, it is not the 
exercise that trains the horse, it is do-
ing the exercise correctly, increasing 
pressure when needed and immedi-
ately releasing the pressure when we 
get the response we are looking for.

Charles Wilhelm

PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, WI – Over 100 spectacu-
larly turned out drivers competed in the 32nd 
installment of the Villa Louis Carriage Classic 
on September 7-9, 2012; this horse-drawn car-
riage event has become a destination for the 
Midwest’s most elegant carriage competition. 
The 2012 show featured drivers from Wiscon-
sin, Iowa, Minnesota, Illinois, Michigan, Mis-
souri, Kansas, Nebraska and South Dakota. The 
competition took place upon the grounds of 
the Villa Louis Historic Site, which is owned and 
operated by the Wisconsin Historical Society.
     Horse-drawn carriages competed in a series 
of events including arena and obstacle com-
petitions that were judged by officials of the 
American Driving Society. Competitors were 
divided into divisions that were suited to their 
and their equine skill, the size of their equine, 
and divisions for multiple hitches. The 2012 
show featured 13 such divisions. A very popular 
division and one that has some of the show’s 

brightest stars was the Junior Driver division. 
Luke Dahlberg, of Solon Springs, Wisconsin, 
took home the championship despite some very 
stiff competition from other young drivers.
      Kicking off the event in 2012 was a popular 
“Sporting Day of Traditional Driving.” This event 
was judged in three sections where competitors 
were judged on the presentation of their turn-
out; the judges inspect the cleanliness and neat-
ness of the horse(s), vehicle, harness, driver, 
and passengers Then the carriages embarked 
upon a country drive, around the Saint Feriole 
Island, wherein they encountered five “driver’s 
tests”. The tests were intended to assess skills 
in driving and preparedness for actual events 
along the road. Following the country drive, the 
competitors drove a cones course and attempt-
ed to not dislodge any of the tennis balls from 
atop the traffic cones. The winner of the class 
was David Dunn, of Shell Lake, Wisconsin.
       The Saturday and Sunday programs were 

similar in that arena competition took 
place alongside obstacle competitions.   
     The obstacle competitions proved 
to be loads of fun as competitors took 
turns driving courses designed to test 
their skills in negotiating a pattern of 
traffic cones in the mornings. Mid-
mornings brought the very popular 
cross country obstacles which featured 
obstacles that one might encounter on 
a country drive like mailboxes, bridge 
crossing, and even a water crossing. Af-
ternoons were occupied with gambler’s 
choice obstacles in which competitors 
had two minutes to complete as many 
obstacles as they could during a two-
minute run.
     Some of the highlights of the show 
included the Picnic class which featured 
11 entries. These entries completed a 
short run around the arena and then 
were allowed to set up their picnic 
lunches on the lawn of the Villa Louis. 
Terry Hooten, from Waterville, Iowa, 
was the winner of the class. Her picnic 
entry was comprised of herself and her 
two grandchildren driving a small pony 
to a governess cart. Their picnic fea-
tured old-fashioned lawn games. The 
Carriage Dog class was another crowd 
favorite and the judges took audience 
applause into consideration when the 
named Lucy Fur, the top carriage dog. 
Lucy Fur was driven in the class by her 
owner, Michelle Blackler, of Mount 
Vernon, Iowa. Another popular class 
was the Antique Turnout class, where 
only antique carriages both restored 
and those in original condition were 
shown. Cynthia Lawrence, of Oxford, 
Michigan, was the winner of this class, 
and she went on to win the coveted 
Concours d’Elegance championship. 
The Concours d’Elegance Award is 

Drafts and Driving Around the Region
Big Sky Draft ExpoVilla Louis Carriage Classic

Top: Karen Arkebauer, from Dodgeville, Wisconsin, 
is driving her antique wicker phaeton, made in 
1905 by A.T. Demarest, put to her American Draft 
Pony, Dash. Above center: Candis Hankins, of Cable, 
Wisconsin, drives her quarter ponies, Juneberry 
and Sugarbug as a tandem on the cross country 
obstacle course. Right: Kriss Timpe, of Maple Plain, 
Minnesota, is driving her Friesian gelding past the 
judge, Mickie Bowen. Riding on the Harewood 
Sporting Gig, is Terry Shaw. Bottom: The Villa Louis 
mansion is the backdrop for the arena competition, 
the Club Tent in the background is the site for ca-
tered meals and social events at the show. Photos 
by Rob Puls. 

Deer Lodge, Mont.  – The first draft horse event 
in Deer Lodge, Montana started in 1996 as a 
parade down Main Street from the Museum 
to the Fair Grounds. Several of the Montana 
Teamsters were there as the Grant Kohrs Ranch 
was performing in Montana Frontier Days and 
had performed farming displays to an audi-
ence, sharing our history. At the Fair Grounds 
they drove a few rounds and returned to the 
Grant Kohrs Ranch which is just across the 
street. There may have been a dozen specta-

tors at the fair grounds watching.  We had the 
same program for 1997 but nearly 50 people 
came into the Fair Grounds to watch; some 
were disappointed even though a few more 
teamsters had participated.   
     The Museum did not feel they were pre-
pared to continue this program and several 
people were called in to see if it could become 
a larger event. There were quite a number 
of people that showed up for the first plan-
ning meeting and of course all were excited 

about producing a show. 
Fortunately, in the group 
were teamsters Kent and 
Mary Lou O'Conner to 
advise what to do and not 
do. The 1998 Draft Horse 
& Mule Show was most 
exciting to plan, the end 
result was great and we 
had several hundred peo-
ple in the stands enjoying 
it. When we began the 
plan for 1999 we changed 
the name to THE BIG SKY 
DRAFT HORSE EXPO. The 
production committee 
had grown by several and 
many great ideas were 
shared and a growing 
show was developing to 
show city folks how our 
pioneers truly did do so 
much work with horses 
and mules. In 2003 we 

Villa Louis Carriage Classic
2012 Division Champions

Division Champion Reserve Champion
Country Vehicle  Derrick Dupler  Anita Meinert
Draft Horse  Debra Sauer Charlene Wade 
Junior   Luke Dahlberg  Abigail Toppen 
Large Pony Open  Marilyn Day Zaetta  Amy Hartwig
Multiples  Mark Dahlberg  JJ Markham 
Novice Driver Horse  Laura Kunze  Renee Jimison 
Novice Driver Pony  Karen Arkebauer  Jessica Hunt 
Novice Horse/Pony  Joe Boeser  Deborah Bevan 
Pair Horses  Dean Achenbach  Melissa Achenbach 
Pair Ponies  Dr. Robert Long  Phillip Odden 
Single Horse Open  David Dunn  Howard Kietzke 
Small Pony Open  Mallory Gorman  Pat Smith 
Very Small Equine  Diana Hill  Katie Diemer 

Other Classes 
Antique Turnout Cynthia Lawrence 

Carriage Dog Michelle Blackler & Lucy Fur 
Concours d'Elegance Cynthia Lawrence 

Drive & Ride Laura Kunze Picnic Terry Hooten 
Picnic - Spectator's Choice Jessica Nehs 

Sporting Day of Traditional Driving David Dunn

Continued on page 18

given to recognize the most elegant entry of 
the event.
     The comradery of the driving world was on 
full display the weekend after Labor Day. From 
having a lunch or dinner together under the 
tent, to helping each other during harnessing 
and hitching, the carriage-driving community 
displayed outstanding sportsmanship and 
enjoyed a grand pleasure-driving event in 

Villa Louis Carriage Classic Conclusion
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‘Roasted to Perfection’ available here

Jeff Springer
Feed Manager

Farmers Elevator
225 E. Hampden Ave. Fergus Falls, MN 56537

(218) 736-3301
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The American Cream Draft is a rare 
cream colored horse that most people 
know little or nothing about. This is 
amazing since it is the only draft horse 

native to America. It is similar in type to the 
original drafts that worked on farms in the 
breadbasket of America before the age of 
mechanization, yet it is distinct among the 
draft horses.
  Though it is cream colored with white mane 
and tail, it is not a palomino, albino, or cremel-
lo, but has traits and blood type specific 
to itself. Its cream color is one of three 
main physical characteristics expressed 
through the “champagne” gene. The 
other two obvious characteristics are its 
pink skin and amber eyes. These three 
defining traits result from the cham-
pagne gene and make the breed unique 
compared to other drafts. 
   It also possesses all the beauty and 
movement of a top athlete and projects 
a graceful power that is easily directed. 
This gentle giant has come a long way 
toward being the ideal draft of today 
and is used not only for heavy work, but 
also riding, driving, and show. Because 
of their excellent disposition and color, 
owners consider them the “cream of all drafts”. 

History
   Those who see American Creams for the first 
time usually ask about where the breed origi-
nated. There was one special horse credited 
with the foundation of American Creams – an 
outstanding mare born in the early 1900s 
in central Iowa. “Old Granny” was a cream 
colored draft of unknown ancestry, but her 
progeny consistently resembled her in beauti-
ful color and type. By breeding her offspring to 
other well established draft breeds, the devel-
opment of her line of descendants improved in 
quality while the cream color was maintained. 
Everyone who saw these horses admired not 
only their distinctive color, but also their supe-
rior characteristics. 
   Around 1935 a few breeders began line-
breeding and inbreeding them with the hopes 
of establishing a new draft horse. In 1944, a 
group of breeders in Iowa formed the Ameri-
can Cream Draft Horse Association and in 1950 
the association was recognized as standard by 
the Iowa Department of Agriculture. This gave 
American Cream Drafts all the privileges grant-
ed to older established breeds in the state. 
   However with the advent of tractors, all 
drafts as well as American Creams declined in 
numbers. Members of the Association trea-
sured the breed and pledged to develop and 
improve their Creams through careful study, 
yet maintain the breed as it had existed for the 
past century rather than yield to producing a 
more modern “hitchy” type draft. 

   Blood typing began in 1982, and gene marker 
data proved that in comparison to other drafts, 
American Creams are a distinct breed within 
the group of draft horses. The association 
became proactive for testing registered horses 
for junctional epidermolysis bullosa (JEB) ever 
since the disease was discovered in draft horses 
and test procedures were developed. (This dis-
ease is an inherited, soft tissue, terminal defect 
found in some drafts and other horses.) 
   By 2008, the number of registered American 

Creams reached 402. Currently the breed is 
listed as critical, meaning there are only 100 to 
300 active adult mares, which is a dangerously 
low number. Though Creams are rare, they can 
be found all over the United States with the 
highest concentration still in the Midwest.

Characteristics
With their calm, willing demeanor, Creams are a 
good choice for amateurs who are new to draft 
horses. They are not so tall that a stepladder is 
needed to put on a collar and harness or a stool 
is needed for mounting to ride. Almost anyone 
can learn to drive Creams and several shows 
now hold classes where they can compete.
   David and Nancy Lively were new to draft 
horse competitions when they entered their 
two-year- old Cream filly team in the Billings 
Farm Plowing Contest and placed fifth out of a 
field of 40 plus teams. Their young American 
Cream horses displayed calm behavior toward 
the crowd, the cows (oxen), and the many other 
teams and teamsters. David commented, “They 
made me look good, though I had never plowed 
with a team of horses prior to this. They stood 
dead still when asked and showed no nervous-
ness or uncertainty, listening to the quiet com-
mands and cues from me sitting behind them. 
These young horses are built for power. When 
we measured them for a harness as two year 
olds, their girths were longer than their length. 
They have  thick chests and sturdy legs…and 
they work unshod.”
   These same characteristics are sought after 
in horses used for jousting, a newer sport that 

typically uses draft horses. Probably the most 
popular Cream today is the horse used in Full 
Metal Jousting on T.V.'s History Channel. One 
of the knights and the team’s captain, Shane 
Adams, rides an American Cream Draft named 
Crispin, who is a crowd favorite and who Adams 
claims “has the patience of a saint and plenty 
of heart”. He is a true companion and one of 
five horses Adams uses in the event. Crispin 
was found and rescued from meat buyers at an 
auction by a fellow competitor knight before 
Adams first noticed and later purchased him. 

Standards
   The American Cream is a 
draft animal that possesses 
a cream coat, pink skin, and 
amber eyes. It is strictly of 
draft breeding and must not 
be confused with palominos 
or other light breeds. The 
American Cream Draft Horse 
Association’s records trace 
back to the beginning of the 
20th century and indicate no 
other breeding other than 
draft. 
   Creams are medium-heavy 
draft horses. 
Mature height 
(at five years) of 
mares is 15 to16 
hands and weight 
is 1,600 to 1,800 
pounds. Mature 
stallions are 16 to 
16.3 hands and 
weigh from 1,800 
to 2,000 pounds. 
   They exhibit a 
light, medium, or 
dark cream color 
on pink skin, have 
white manes and 
tails, and amber 
or hazel eyes. 
Foals’ eyes are 

The “Cream” of Heavy Horses, the American Cream Draft Horse
By Fran Lynghaug

almost white during their first year, but darken 
as they mature until they are amber. White 
markings on the face and legs are desirable. 
The Association doesn’t allow roaching of the 
manes or dockng of the tails. All Creams must 
have long manes and tails to be registered. 
  Creams have refined heads that are well 
proportioned to the body, wide-set, large, 
intelligent eyes, small expressive ears, and a 
flat nose profile.  They are short coupled with 
well muscled hindquarters, wide chests, good 

Continued on page 13
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Arizona       
Convention & Visitors Apache Junction AZ
Buckeye Feed  Buckeye  AZ
Triple D Feed  Buckeye  AZ
Vista Feed & Supply Corona De Tucson AZ
Marlin's Saddle Shop Douglas  AZ
Equine Voices Horse Rescue Green Valley  AZ
High Noon Feed & Tack Sonoita AZ
Heart of Tucson Rescue Tucson AZ
OK Feed and Pet  Tucson AZ
Old Town Feed  Tucson AZ
Vaquero Feed & Livestock Tucson AZ

Arkansas
Hempsteads Farmers Association, Nashville AR

California
Sierra Saddlery and Mercantile Auburn  CA
Everything English Saddlery Davis  CA
Double Diamond Ranch Sply. Diamond Springs CA
Higbee's Feed and Farm Dixon CA
Wind Rider Tack El Dorado    CA
Sheldon Feed Elk Grove  CA
Elverta Feed Pet & Tack Elverta CA
A Bit Used Tack Shop Fair Oaks CA
Douglas Feed Granite Bay CA
Douglas Feed Granite Bay CA
Christiansens Saddle & Supply Loomis CA
Scotts Corner Newcastle CA
Clifton & Warren Placerville CA
River Valley Feed & Pet Rio Linda  CA
Bradshaw Feed Sacramento CA
State Line Tack  Sacramento CA
The Horseshoe Barn  Sacramento CA
Gold Country Bootery  Shingle Springs CA
Lee's Feed & Wstn. Wear Shingle Springs CA
Hayes Feed  Woodland CA
TackWarehouse  Woodland CA
Windmill Feed  Woodland CA

Colorado
Craig Veterinary  Craig CO
Murdoch's Ranch & Home Supply, Craig CO
Latigo Trails Hertiage Centre Elbert CO
Big R Store  La Junta CO
Meeker General Mercantile Meeker CO
Big R Store  Peyton CO
Big R Stores  Pueblo CO
Big R Stores  Pueblo CO
Pueblo Feed & Supply Pueblo CO

Florida
Parrish General Store,  Parrish FL
Come See Come Save,  Brandeton FL

Hawaii
Horses R Us  Kahului HI

Idaho
A to Z Tack,   Salmon ID

Iowa
Stall's Farm & Home Esterville IA
Jester Equestrian Center Grainger IA
Natural Gait Harpers Ferry IA
Town and Country Grooming Osage IA
St Ansgar Saddle & Wool Saint Ansgar IA
Bomgaars  Spirit Lake IA

Kentucky
Blue Grass Boot & Saddlery Georgetown KY

Louisiana
Circle C Farm & Ranch,  DeRidder LA

Maine
Hemphills Inc. North  Vassalboro ME

Michigan
Johnston Elevator  Clare MI

Minnesota
Ada Feed & Seed  Ada MN
Aitken Feed Supply  Aitken MN
T&M Express  Akeley MN
Albany Roller Mills  Albany MN
Fleet Supply  Albany MN
Albert Lea Seed House  Albert Lea MN

Country Tack Western Store Albert Lea MN
Geneva Grain Ranch & Supply Albert Lea MN
Blairview Saddle Shop, Inc. Alexandria MN
Viking Saddlery  Anoka MN
Kuehn Motors & Featherlite Trailer, Austin MN
33 Ranch & Saddlery Backus MN
Farmers Feed Mill  Barnesville MN
Tesoro C-Store  Barnesvillw MN
Battle Lake Coop  Battle Lake MN
Ben's Bait Shop   Lake  MN
Bemidji Coop Assoc. Bemidji MN
Gander Mountain  Bemidji MN
L & M Fleet  Bemidji MN
Reichert Saddlery  Bemidji MN
Snow Goose Gifts  Bemidji MN
Patti's Trading Post  Braham MN
Spirit Horse Center  Brainerd MN
Blazer Express Breckenridge MN
Breck Amoco Breckenridge MN
Herzog's Trailer Sales & Tack Brook Park MN
Out West Arena  Buffalo MN
Hiawatha Farm Service Byron MN
Cannon Falls Trailer Sales Cannon Falls MN
Twin Cities Horse Sales Cannon Falls MN
Gartner Tack Shop  Chatfield MN
Twin Valley Ag  Chatfield MN
Cologne Milling  Cologne MN
U of MN-Crookston Equine Studies Crookston, MN
Ron's BP Station  Dassel MN
Waconia Farm Supply Dayton MN
Delano Farm Supply Delano MN
2nd Go Round Tack & Feed Detroit Lakes MN
Fleet Supply  Detroit Lakes MN
Centeral Ag Services Eagle Bend MN 
Lake Region Veterinary Center Elbow Lake  MN
Tractor Supply Company Elk River MN
Pamida   Ely MN
Widdes Feed & Farm Supply Esko MN
Walk On Leather Shop Fairmont MN
All About Animals  Faribault MN
Faribault Animal Center Faribault MN
Lost Spur Trailers  Faribault MN
Palma Feeds  Farmington MN
Country Store  Fergus Falls, MN
Farmer's Elevator  Fergus Falls, MN
Red Horse Ranch  Fergus Falls, MN
Northside Express  Fertile MN
Larry's Service & Bait Floodwood MN
Houle's    Forest Lake MN
Oasis C-Store  Glyndon, MN
Itasca County Farm Service  Grand Rapids MN
Hamburg Farm Supply Hamburg MN
Tony's Super Valu  Hawley MN
Woodward Tack  Hayfield MN
L & M Supply    Hibbing MN
Pump N More  Hitterdal MN
Woodland Hills Equestrian Ctr. Holdingford MN
Hugo Feed Mill  Hugo MN
Iron Horse Tack & Stable Iron MN
County Line Stables  Kasson MN
Ori Feed Store  Kasson MN
Turncrest Stables  Kasson MN
Cowpokes Western Shop Kellogg MN
Cenex C-Store  Lake Park MN
Old West Country Supply Loretto MN
Hartley Woodward, Inc. Maple Plain MN
Schatzlein Saddle Shop Minneapolis MN
Corcell Inc  Minnetonka MN
Bray Saddlery  Monticello MN
Moorhead Center Mall Moorhead MN
Richard's Tesoro  Moorhead MN
USPO    Moorhead MN
Tractor Supply Store Moorhead MN
Berga's Feed Store  Motley MN
Western Consolidated Coop Murdock MN
Stephens Saddlery         New Richmond MN
Vollmar's Harness & Saddle Shop Nisswa MN
Houck Horse Company North Branch MN
Peterson's Country Mill  North Branch MN
Stockman's Farm Supply Osseo Mn
Let's Ride Tack & Apparel Owatonna MN
L&M Fleet Supply  Park Rapids, MN

Seed House LHKP, Inc.  Park Rapids MN
Lakeland General Store Pelican Rapids MN
J&B Western Stores   Pillager MN
Rock Solid Arena  Pillager MN
Heidelberger Farm Equipment  Pine City MN
MN Horse Council   Plato MN
Federated Coop Country Store  Princeton MN
Cleary Lake Veterinary Hospital Prior Lake MN
Dirt Floor Arena    Proctor MN
Anoka Ramsey Farm Garden Ctr. Ramsey MN
MN School of Horseshoeing Ramsey MN
Eagle Square           Red Lake Falls MN
Cenex   Remer MN
Rochester Feed & Country Store Rochester MN
Tractor Supply Store Rockford MN
Pleasant Hills Saddle Shop  Rogers MN
Sabin C-Store  Sabin MN
Tak Shak   Sanborn MN
Mimbach Fleet Supply Sauk Rapids MN
Goldmount Veterinary Ctr.  Sherburn MN
I90 Expo Center  Sherburn MN
RCC Western Store  St. Cloud MN
Horses & Hounds  St. FrancisMN
Silver's Equestrian Outfitters St. Joseph MN
St. Croix Saddlery  St. Paul MN
Ernie's   Staples MN
Featherlite Trailers,  Stewartville MN
Houle's Farm Garden & Pet Stillwater MN
Dan's Feed Bin  Superior MN
Diamond Royal Tack Superior MN
Farmers Coop Country Store Thief River MN
Fleet Supply  Thief River MN
Cenex   Ulen MN
Vergas Country Store Vergas MN
Waconia Farm Supply Waconia MN
Fleet Supply  Wadena MN
Holiday Station 093  Wadena MN
Woodloch Stable & Tack,   White Bear Lake MN
Dahlberg Boot & Trailer Sales Willmar MN
Runnings Farm and Fleet Windom MN
MN Equestrian Center Winona MN
MN Hooved Rescue          Zimmerman MN
Monica Anderson Perf. Horses Zumbro Falls MN

Missouri
Wild West Arena  Miller, MO
Vehigie's Entewrprises,  Foristell MO

Montana
Billings Livestock Comm Billings MT
Western Ranch Supply Billings MT
Broadus Boot & Tack Broadus MT
Corner Store Farm & Ranch Broadus MT
Murdoch's  Butte MT
River Crow T. P.      Crow Agency MT
Quality Supply Marketing Dillon MT
Fruit Service and Repair Ekalaka MT
Quality Supply Marketing Hamilton MT
Can-Am Distributing Miles City  MT
Kum and Go 820  Miles City  MT
Miles City Saddlery  Miles City MT
Quality Supply Marketing Missoula MT

Nebraska
Luckt D Tack & Feed,  Gretna NE

New Mexico
Cowtown Feed & Livestock,  Gallup NM

Nevada
Western Big R,   Fallon NV 
Sunset Saddlery,   Henderson NV 
Western Big R,   Love Lock NV
Shadow Mountain Feed Pahrumd NV     
Western Big R,   Winnemucca NV
  New York
Ward & Van Scoy Inc Owego NY
Endicott Feed & Tack Endicott NY

North Dakota
Cenex   Beulah ND
K.T. Animal Supply  Bismarck ND
Runnings Farm and Fleet Bismarck ND
Runnings Farm and Fleet Carrington ND
Casselton Veterinary Clinic Casselton ND

Gordy's Travel Center Casselton ND
Cenex East C-Store  Devils Lake ND
Home of Economy   Devils Lake ND
General Store Cenex Dickinson ND
Pump Systems  Dickinson ND
Runnings Farm and Fleet Dickinson ND
Steffan Feeds  Dickinson ND
Woody's Feed & Grain Dickinson ND
Country Store  Dodge ND
Edgeley Cenex  Edgeley ND
Cenex Ampride  Ellendale  ND
Jay's Food Pride  Enderlin ND
Black Building  Fargo ND
Busy Bubbles  Fargo NDd
Carlson Library   Fargo ND
Essentia Hospital  Fargo ND
Essentia Clinic, South Univ. Fargo ND
Jefferson Lines Bus Station Fargo ND
MAT Bus Station  Fargo ND
Nodak Supply  Fargo ND
Northport Shopping Center Fargo ND
RCC Western Store  Fargo ND
Red Wing Shoes  Fargo ND
Stop N Go Univer. & 19th Fargo ND
Tesoro Station downtown  Fargo ND
The Old Mill  Ft. Ransom ND
Ft. Ransom General Store Ft. Ransom, ND 
Big Sioux Travel Plaza Grand Forks ND
Simonson Travel Center Grand Forks ND
Tractor Supply Store Grand Forks ND
Supervalu & Tesoro Gas Station Gwinner ND
Cenex   Halliday ND
AA Tack Shop  Harwood ND
Hatton Ampride  Hatton ND
Cenex   Hazen ND
Cenex   Hebron ND
Agri-Valley Cenex C-Store Hillsboro ND
Home of Economy   Jamestown ND
Tractor Supply Company    Jamestown ND
Cenex   Killdeer ND
Cenex Harvest State Kindred ND
Tesoro   Lamoure ND
Tumbleweed  Larimore ND
Cenex   Leeds ND
M&M Convenience Store & Off Sale Leonard ND
Gas Plus   Lisbon ND
Super Value  Lisbon ND
Litchville Cenex  Litchville ND
Circle Diamond Ranch Supply Mandan ND
Horsin' Around Tack & More Mandan ND
Interstate Western Works Mandan ND
Kist Livestock  Mandan ND
Neuen's Tack Leather Shop Mandan ND
Runnings Farm and Fleet Mandan ND
Stockman's Supply  Mandan ND
Gordy's   Mapleton ND
Convention and Visitors Bureau Medora ND
ND Cowboy Hall of Fame Medora ND
Bison C-Store & Motel Milnor ND
Behms Truck Stop   Minot ND
Farmer's Union  Minot ND
Farmers Union - Berthold Cenex Minot ND
Home of Economy   Minot ND
North Country Mercantile Minot ND
Schatz Econostop Trucks Minot ND
 Super Pumper      Minot ND
Tractor Supply Company Minot ND
Tractor Supply Company  Minot ND
Backhus & Sons  New Salem ND
Farmers Union Elevator    New Salem ND
Tesoro   New Salem  ND
Farmland Ampride  Oakes ND
Portland Credit Union Portland ND
Cenex   Richardton ND
Coffee Cup Fuel Stop Steel  ND
Dakota Plains Coop/Cenex    Valley City ND
Marketplace Foods                 Valley City ND
ND Winter Show              Valley City ND
Sherven's                            Wahpeton  ND
SweetPro Premium Feed Supplements Walhalla ND

 Pick up your 

    of the alley Equestrian Newspaper at the following businesses!

Free Copy
Cenex   Washburn ND
Stockman's Supply  West Fargo ND
Stockyards  West Fargo ND
Urban Ranch  West Fargo ND
Cenex   Wilton ND
Livestock Supply   Wishek ND
Cenex Farmers Union Oil   Wyndmere ND

Oregon
Western Big R,   Burns OR

Pennsylvania
W R Enterprisers,   Belleville PA  
JR's Harness & Saddle Co Narvon PA

South Dakota
Runnings Farm and Fleet Aberdeen SD
Tractor Supply Company Aberdeen SD
Bell Fouche Livestock           Bell Fourche SD
Carl's Trailer Sales           Bell Fourche SD
Runnings Farm and Fleet  Brookings SD
Heartland Feeds  Hot Springs SD
Y-L Saddlery  Hot Springs SD
Double D Western Store Huron SD
Moody's Western Wear Mitchell SD
Tractor Supply Co  Mitchell SD
Tina Tamke-Boury  Newell SD
Runnings Farm and Fleet Pierre SD
Runnings Farm and Fleet Rapid City SD
Shorty's One Stop  Selby SD
Haegle Western Wear Sioux Falls SD
Horse n Hound Feed Supply Sioux Falls SD
RCC Western Store    Sioux Falls SD
Tractor Supply Company Sioux Falls SD
Sisseton Farmers Feed & Supply Sisseton SD
Corral West Ranchwear Spearfish SD
Sturgis Livestock  Sturgis SD
Midwest Ag Supply Lic - Watertown  SD
Tractor Supply Company Watertown  SD
Tractor Supply Company Yankton SD

Texas
Jackson Brothers Feed Abilene TX 
Commerce Hardware & Feed Commerce TX
Hwy 24 Lumber & Feed Cooper TX
Wind Dancer Ranch Cooper TX
Lone Star Farm & Supply,  Henderson TX
B J's Horsegoods   Houston TX
Caldwell County Farm & Ranch Lockhart TX
Livengood Feeds Mill Store Lockhart TX
Smith Supply Co  Lockhart TX
Smith Supply Co  Luling TX

Utah
Country Flair,   Attomont UT    

Wisconsin
The Model Horse Store Hudson WI
Horse and Hound   LaCrosse  WI
Osseo Stockman's Supply Osseo WI
15 Hands    River Falls WI
Racks N Riggins Tack Shop  Saint Croix Falls WI
RM Tack & Apparel  Somerset WI
Spooner Country Store Spooner  WI
Stockman's Supply  Wilson WI

Wyoming
Mountain View Conoco Casper WY
Noland Feed Inc  Casper WY
Pilot Travel Centers Store 402 Cheyenne WY
All-Around Western Superstore Cheyenne WY
Valley Mart  Farsom WY
Three Forks Cenex  Rawlins WY
Dan's Western & Work Wear Sheridan WY

Contact us if you want your business to be on 
this distribution list:

The Valley Equestrian Newspaper
PO Box 64, Sabin MN 56580

thevenews@gmail.com
320.209.8523
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sloping shoulders, and short, strong backs. They 
are deep throughout the heart girth. Ribs are 
well sprung and they have good strong legs 
that are in proportion to the body and set wide 
apart with strong, sure feet.
   Their movement is smooth and easy, picking 
up their feet and setting them squarely on the 
ground.
   One characteristic of Creams that makes a 
lasting impression on those who have handled 
them and is probably their most 
important feature is their excel-
lent disposition. They are best 
described as amiable, easygo-
ing, willing, ready to please, and 
trustworthy. 
   Creams can be fully registered 
if both parents are registered. 
Cream foals that have one 
registered parent and another 
registered draft horse parent 
can qualify for the appendix 
registry if they meet certain 
requirements. From that point 
there is an upgrade system to 
ensure offspring will be bred 
to fully registered Creams. The 
Association believes this will 
strengthen, rather than dilute 
the genes, and enable the 
breed’s numbers to increase 
more rapidly.

Credit: American Cream Draft 
Horse Association;  Condensed 
from The Official Horse Breeds 
Standards Guide by Fran Lyn-
ghaug

American Cream
Continued from page 10
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Events for October and Beyond
Call before you haul -- contact information is included in each event listed.
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.As if aging isn’t hard enough! Creaky joints, 
sagging backs, loose teeth, increased infections, 
poor digestion, and embarrassing gassiness 
-- just a few of the problems associated with 
getting older (for your horse, not you!). But 
what was once a given in youth now turns into 
a deficiency – vitamin C must now be added to 
the diet. Young horses are able to produce all 
the vitamin C they need for every-day health; 
this is why you typically do not see it added 
to commercially fortified horse feeds. But as 
horses get up in years, they are less able to 
manufacture vitamin C. Decreased liver function 
is the main reason, but it can also be due to a 
decline in hindgut microflora and an increased 
propensity for pituitary dysfunction.

Why is vitamin C so important?
Vitamin C prevents oxidative damage to your 
horse’s tissues and organs. In other words, it is 
an antioxidant. Antioxidants donate electrons 
to highly volatile, damaging molecules known 
as free radicals. Free radical production is ac-
celerated during any type of physical or mental 
stress, muscle and joint inflammation, allergies, 
illness/injury, or exposure to toxins and pollut-
ants. But once free radicals receive their missing 
electron from vitamin C, they are neutralized – 
calmed down – and are no longer harmful.

Vitamin C has two other major roles
 While its antioxidant capability is paramount to 
your horse’s overall health, vitamin C protects 
your horse in two other significant ways:
•  Collagen synthesis. Collagen is a protein 
that creates a matrix within bones and joints 
to which minerals and other substances can 
attach. It is also part of connective tissue and 
maintains blood vessel integrity. Therefore 
enough vitamin C is important for keeping 
bones and joints healthy, reducing tooth loss, as 
well as preventing ruptured capillaries than can 
lead to abscesses.
•  Natural antihistamine. Horses that suffer 
from respiratory or skin allergies will benefit 
from additional vitamin C. As an antihistamine, 
it reduces the histamine response, making your 

horse more tolerant to allergens and hence, 
more comfortable.
Finding the right supplement

Vitamin C is known as ascorbic acid. It can be 
derived from food or flowers (e.g., rose hips) or 
can be made in a laboratory. Regardless of the 
source, they are chemically identical, so there 
is no need to spend more on natural vitamin C. 
Ascorbic acid comes in several different forms, 
all similar in absorption and efficacy:
•  Buffered mineral ascorbates. These are less 
acidic. Horse preparations typically mix vitamin 
C with calcium or magnesium to ease digestive 
upset. These forms may be beneficial for horses 
with digestive ulcerations or chronic diarrhea.
•  Ester-C. Ascorbic acid is chemically esterified 
(attached) to calcium. It also contains vitamin 
C metabolites that may be better absorbed, 
and easier on the digestive tract lining. In cases 
where a horse is suffering from gastric ulcers, it 
may be helpful, although there is little scientific 
basis for this.
•  Ascorbic acid with bioflavonoids (such as 
quercetin, ruin, and hesperidins). This complex 
may allow for better vitamin C absorption. 
Bioflavonoids are also beneficial for respiratory 
allergies.
•  Ethyl cellulose coated ascorbic acid. This 
coating helps improve shelf life, especially when 
mixed with minerals that can promote oxida-
tion.

Dosage
Since vitamin C is water soluble, excess 
amounts are easily excreted in urine. There-
fore, it is best to divide dosages between meals 
to avoid urinary losses. It also tends to be 
bitter-tasting, so less at one time will be better 
received.
     I routinely recommend vitamin C supplemen-
tation for all horses in their late teens (unless 
they are grazing on healthy pasture for at least 
8 hours each day). Start by adding 3 to 5 mg per 
pound of body weight per day. Once your horse 
is over 20, give him 10 mg for every pound 
of body weight. For more intense needs, the 

National Research Council (NRC) sug-
gests an upper safe limit of 44 mg of 
vitamin C per kg of body weight. For 
an 1100 lb (500 kg) horse, this can be 
as high as 22,000 mg per day.

Protect your supplement
If you have a container of vitamin 
C sitting in your hot barn, protect it 
from a cruel fate — keep it in a cool, 
dry place where the container is 
sealed shut. Refrigeration is fine. Pur-
chase small sizes unless you are feed-
ing it to several horses and replace it 
after six months.
     Remember, your older horse 
needs vitamin C to replace what 
he no longer produces on his own. 
Therefore, he should be supplement-
ed indefinitely, for the remainder of 
his life.

For permission to reprint this article, 
in part or in its entirety, to arrange for 
a private consultation, or to schedule 
Dr. Juliet Getty as a speaker, please 
contact her directly at gettyequine-
nutrition@gmail.com. Dr. Getty is 
an internationally published equine 
nutritionist. On her website, www.
gettyequinenutrition.com, sign up for 
her informative—and free—monthly 
newsletter, Forage for Thought, read 
articles, join her nutrition forum, 
enroll in upcoming teleseminars and 
purchase previously recorded events.

Older Horses Need Supplemental Vitamin C
By Juliet M. Getty, Ph.D Ta lk ing Horses

 - Joker, Part Two -

It                                          was time for another visit to see my 
client and her horse Joker. It had been 
two weeks since I had met Joker.  I had 

to tell him that Mimi, his human, had died and 
that Gina is now his new human. When I left 
that day, Joker was very sad.  He had really 
cared for Mimi. As I drove, I wondered how he 
was doing with his grieving. (Yes, horses, like all 
beings, do grieve. Like people they each have 
their own way of grieving.)  

One of the habits that Gina had started with 
the move was to give treats as a way to stop 
the animals from barking. Their barking was 
annoying to Joker. For the last four years it 
was only Mimi and him, now there are three 
dogs, two cats and Gina, and for Joker, that was 
three dogs and two cats too many. 

Gina and I walked around and looked at her 
gardens.  Joker came running up to the fence 
to see what was going on.  Since the last 
time that I was there, Gina had repaired the 
fence.  Joker was not happy with the fence. 
Some nights Joker would kick the fence until 
one night he was able to break the gate area. 
Gina, in a few days, was going to repair it.  She 
was hoping that I could get him to stop this 
behavior. I said that I would see what I could 
do about it but I had a feeling that there was 
something important about this fence. Sure 
enough there was.  Joker told me that Mimi 
had the gate part of the fence taken down so 
that he could go by the house. He got really 
mad at Gina for putting the gate back up, for 
not spending time with him and for not giving 
him apples. According to Joker, Gina was not 
spending any time outdoors.  “What is wrong 
with her?” 

I asked him if Mimi spent a lot of time with 
him. Oh yah! He showed me pictures of the 
two of them at the garden. We walked over to 
the garden area.  You could see that this was a 
nice rose garden and there was a tall post with 

a board on it. Joker showed me cut up apples 
on it. While she worked in the garden, he would 
eat the apples.  Then we went to the back of 
the field. We stopped and he layed down. He 
told me to sit so I did. I began to look around 
and I saw a nice lawn chair. I got up, went over 
to it and sat in it. Then Joker got up and came 
over to the chair. He knew just where to lie 
down so that his head would rest in my lap.  He 
was so sad. I asked him if he and Mimi came 
here often and they did. We sat there for awhile 
in silence. The birds sang and something kept 
running around in the tall grasses. I am not sure 
if Joker even noticed them. I told him how sorry 
I was that Mimi had crossed over. I asked him 
what he wanted to tell me about her. Normally, 
I get lots of pictures but this time I got emotions 
of love, happiness, calmness and a big sigh. It 
felt like he was crying inside. His eyes were very 
sad looking.  At this point all I could do for him 
was to send him loving energy. I gently put my 
hands on him and allowed love energy from my 
heart to flow from my hands to him.  After he 
had had enough, he got up and ran around for a 
few minutes.  We were finished for today. 

As Gina and I had a cup of coffee we talked 
about what she could do for Joker. She decided 
to wait to repair the fence.  She also agreed 
to do a heart exercise at 9:30 p.m.  where she 
will sit quietly with her hands on her heart, 
smile and repeat the following statement: ‘I 
am love (breathe deeply). I love my animal 
family (breathe deeply). I send my love to 
my dogs (breathe deeply). I send my love to 
my cats (breathe deeply). I send my love to 
Joker (breathe deeply).  Before I left, we made 
another appointment for me to come out and 
visit again.

I invite you to do the heart exercise for yourself 
and if you don’t have animals, send your love to 
the animals and birds that share your neighbor-
hood.   Happy Trails to you!  Kathy Grimes  
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Oct. 5-6:  CO Draft Horse and Equipment Auc-
tion at Brighton CO. 970.785.6282

Oct. 5-6:  Kingman Draft Horse and Mule Sale, 
Kingman KS. 620.538.2333

Oct. 5-7:  MN Saddlebred Futurity at the MN 
Equestrian Center in Winona, MN www.min-
nesotaequestrian.com

Oct. 6:  GF Jackpot Barrel Racing Series at 
Grand Forks Fairgrounds in Grand Forks, N.D. 
218-791-8834 218-791-8835

Oct. 12-14:  Championship Cutting at Red 
Horse Ranch Arena in Fergus Falls, Minn.

Oct. 12-14:  Incentive Fund Futurity at Red 
Horse Ranch Arena in Fergus Falls, Minn.

Oct. 12-14: UBRA Barrel Racing Show at the 
MN Equestrian Center in Winona, MN www.
minnesotaequestrian.com

Oct. 9-13: Mid-Ohio Draft Horse Auction at Mt. 
Hope, OH, 330.674.6188

Oct. 12-13: 4-State Draft Horse and Mule Sale 
in Cartage, MO, 918.542.6801

Oct. 13:  Iowa State Fair Clydesdale Show at 
the Amana Colonies, IA, 641.919.2042

Oct. 15-16:  Kalona Special Work Horse Sale at 
East Lansing, MI, 319.656.2222

Oct. 17-21:  NCRHA Reining Horse Show Show 
at the MN Equestrian Center in Winona, MN 
www.minnesotaequestrian.com

Oct. 18-21:  WPRA World Finals in Lincoln, NE  
www.wpra.com/

Oct. 27:  4th Annual Halloween Costume Fun 

Show at 11 a.m. at Houck Horse Company in 
North Branch, MN www.houckhorsecompany.
com

Oct. 27:  JJ Arena Open Halloween Game Fun 
Show at Balsum Lake, WI; www.balsamlakewi.
com/Events_All.php

Oct. 27:  2012 Western Dressage Symposium 
at 8 a.m. at the Leatherdale Equine Center in 
St. Paul, Minn. featuring Kate Phillips and Jim 
hatch; http://wdamn.org/ for more information 

Oct. 27:  Hightail Horse Ranch and Rescue Open 
House/Fund Raiser from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. with 
Dr. Kathy Seifert,  horse and pony rides, ranch 
tours, horses for sale, Charlotte Tuhy on endur-
ance and competitive riding, animal communi-
cator Tara Argall, silent auction and more; for 
more information go to www.hightailhorseran-
chandrescue.com or call 701.526.3734

Oct. 27-28: POA, Pony of the America’s Show 
Show at the MN Equestrian Center in Winona, 
MN www.minnesotaequestrian.com

Oct. 27-28:  SD Heartland Futurity in Huron, SD  
www.ubra.org/2012/TourSchedule.html

Oct. 27-28:  Central MN Team Penning at the 
Red Horse Ranch Arena in Fergus Falls, Minn.  
www.redhorserancharena.com/events

Nov. 1-3:  CA Draft Horse and Equipment Sale in 
Visalia, CA, 559.334.7731

Nov. 2-4: Cham;pionship Cutting at the MN 
Equestrian Center in Winona, Minn. www.min-
nesotaequestrian.com

Nov. 17:  TDMHA Field Day in Huntsville TX; 
936.291.6325

Nov. 24-25:  Arizona Draft Horse & Equip-
ment Sale in Queen Creek, AZ; troy@
adhma.com

There’s a certain slow grace
To winter chores.
The steady, balanced walk
On the slippery trodden snow path
Delivering water buckets,
Cold water steaming
In sub-zero sunshine.
The creak and squeak
Of snow under the horses’
Hooves, cracking sap
In the tree branches.

The one-leg-at-a-time
Climb through the fence:
Bend and swing and duck
And plant and swing
And stand, after
The solid  thunk
Of a firm bale hefted
Over the fence.
Whiffling nickers welcome, 
Slow contended munching, 
Searching out 
Tasty, delicate 
Alfalfa leaves.

Kari Hagstrom

Slow Grace
Winter Chores, January 2, 2010

West Central Minnesota

Sedan, Kan. – Jessica Knaus of Wichita, Kan., 
has found her paradise in “Miss Pairadise” 
(a.k.a. Cheyenne) at Rainbow Meadows Equine 
Rescue and Retirement, Inc. Cheyenne is a 
sweet, friendly 
mare that 
came to Rain-
bow Meadows 
when she was 
in danger of 
neglect due to 
a “he said, she 
said” contro-
versy between 
her caregivers. 
She quickly 
found, like the 
other unwant-
ed horses who 
are fortunate 
enough to 
come to the 
southeast 
Kansas horse 
rescue, that Rainbow Meadows is a bit of para-
dise itself for its equine residents as they await 
their loving, forever homes.

Sold as a weanling from a Kansas breeding 
operation and sold again as a 4-year-old, 
Cheyenne has been lightly used in ranch work, 
having been started shortly after turning four 
in the summer of 2011. She will continue her 
education and experience under Knaus’s own-
ership as she is boarded at Ace’s High Boarding 
Stables in Derby.

“The horses that come through our gates have 
seen and been through so much,” said Karen 
Everhart, Rainbow Meadows’ executive direc-
tor. “Yet they still have so much to give as com-
panions, riding partners and even just pets.”

Dedicated to the rescue of abused, neglected 
and unwanted horses, Rainbow Meadows is an 
IRS-designated 501(c)(3) public charity located 

Paradise Found in Rescued 
Horse for Local Adopter

in Sedan, Kan. It currently houses nearly 40 
rescues, all of which are available for adop-
tion through a process designed to ensure that 
the horse goes to a safe and caring “forever” 

home. Rainbow 
Meadows also 
actively works to 
educate current 
and potential 
horse owners on 
how to provide 
quality care for 
their horses.

Rainbow Mead-
ows was estab-
lished in 2005, 
and in addition 
to its rescue 
services it also 
offers a retire-
ment program for 
individuals wish-
ing to retire their 

horses to the ranch. All services provided by the 
rescue are funded entirely by gifts and dona-
tions. For more information, call (620) 725-3402 
or visit www.rainbowmeadowsranch.com.

Right out of Currier & Ives.  Join us at the Winter Carnival Sleigh & 
Cutter Festival Sunday the 27th of January, 2013 on the beautiful 

scenic golf course at Eagle Valley Golf Course in Woodbury, MN.  All 
breeds of horses and ponies and all types of sleighs are welcome.  
Ribbons awarded in multiple classes. Current equine health rules

 apply.  For your personal invitation, call John Block at 651-433-5312 
or email johmar1@frontiernet.net

“We’ve Got You Covered!”

People all over the 
USA are reading the  
VEN online as you 
are reading this in 

print!

The Valley Equestrian Newspaper
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From the Horse's Mouth: Industry News
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
Lander Field Offices has released a finding of 
no significant impact (FONSI) and decision 
record (DR) for a wild horse gather in the 
North Lander Wild Horse Herd Management 
Area (HMA) Complex, located east of Riverton 
in Fremont County. The gather is scheduled to 
begin in early November.
Based on a July 2012 census flight to inven-
tory the population, it is estimated that there 
are approximately 900 wild horses in the 

North Lander Complex, which encom-
passes the Conant Creek, Dishpan 
Butte, Muskrat Basin and Rock Creek 
HMAs. The appropriate management 
level (AML) for the complex is 320-536 
horses.
     The BLM will gather, treat with fertil-
ity control, release and remove wild 
horses. The gather is necessary to bring 
the population of the complex back to 
its AML and slow the growth rate of 
the population that is returned to the 
North Lander Complex to help achieve 
a thriving natural ecological balance 
and a multiple use relationship with 
other resources within the HMAs.
     The revised environmental assess-
ment, FONSI and DR are available at 
www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/info/NEPA/
documents/lfo/N-Lander-gather.html. 

The decision is subject to administrative review 
through the appeal process, which is outlined 
in the DR. 
     Wild horses that are removed will be avail-
able for adoption to qualified applicants. For 
more information about adopting a Wyoming 
wild horse, visit www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/pro-
grams/Wild_Horses.html.

I am privileged to work with people and horses 
from all over the world. As a Natural Horse-
woman and Animal Communicator, I often hear 
the same requests – not from the humans, but 
from the horses.

1. Before you enter 
their stall or paddock, 
find out what is hap-
pening in their world. 
In an ideal world we 
would spend all of our 
time with our horses, 
but life often seems to 
get in the way.  Because 
we don’t see them all 
the time, we cannot al-
ways be aware of their 
experiences throughout 
the day. Maybe they 
woke up on the wrong 
side of the stall, or their 
companion passed 
away, or was sold. 
Perhaps something 
spooked them or they 
feel under the weather.

2. Horses prefer joy and 
serenity and it’s from 
this place they wish you 
to visit. How often have 
we gone to the barn 
to cry on our horse’s 
shoulder? Some horses willingly accept their 
role as “healer,” while others prefer you to leave 
your baggage outside the stall.  Being masters 
of reading energy, they pick up on emotions 
and are immediately affected by your thoughts. 
Some feel put upon, while others feel it’s their 
fault. It can be challenging for them to under-
stand what you are going through.

3. Make a plan, but be flexible. Many times 
we have goals and lesson plans in mind when 
“training” horses; this doesn’t always allow 
the horse to have a voice. Listen to your heart, 
your intuition and, above all, your horse. Maybe 
today you sit with your horse as he eats and 
experience the magic of togetherness.

4. Let your horse show you how to be in the 
now. So often we fill any silence with noise. 
It’s time to put the cell phone down, stop the 
constant chatter with our 
riding buddy, and instead 
be present, connect with 
your horse and nature.

5. Consider your horse’s 
wishes. How would you 
feel if you couldn’t fol-
low your dreams or your 
destiny? Trapped? Lost? 
Stuck?  Maybe you would 
act out or fall into depres-
sion. Horses also have a 
personal path, a destiny 
to follow. Your horse’s 
dreams may not fit per-
fectly with yours but, as 
you would with any part-
ner, try to understand and 
respect his wishes too.

6. You are family and your 
home is their home. Un-
like our canine compan-
ions, horses are often sold 
when they no longer fit 
in, are discarded when 

the show is over, or are let go at the first sign 
of pain or lameness. Remember, they trust 
you. Retire them with ease, considering what 
makes them happy. Repay them with the same 
unconditional kindness and devotion they gave 
you for their entire life. 

7. Grant them dignity in death. You may feel 
it’s “time for your horse to cross over.” Before 
you make any decisions, connect with your 
companion and listen to his last wishes. Horses 
may share where, when and how they wish to 
cross over; who they wish to have present; the 
time they need to visit, say their “good byes” 
and share their messages. Remember to give 
them this final chance.

Anna Twinney is an international Equine Spe-
cialist, Natural Horsemanship Clinician, Animal 
Communicator, Reiki Master and the Founder of 
Reach Out to Horses®.  Working in the horse’s 
own language, she teaches people of all disci-
plines the art of creating a trust-based partner-
ship with their horses.  For more information 
visit reachouttohorses.com

Listen To Your Horse
 Here are seven things your horse would like 
you to know.

1.    The horses speak in a silent language 
unique to them, namely the language of Equus.  

Through 
intricate body 
language 
gestures they 
communicate 
within their 
herd and 
often the 
whisper can 
be captured in 
their eye.  The 
energetic con-
nection and 
inter-species 
communica-
tion cannot 
necessarily 
be seen, but 
can be felt 
and received 
by us. Learn 
to listen to 
your horses’ 
whisper.

2.     As a 
social species 
horses live 

naturally in herds to feel safe.  For the herd to 
run smoothly they all have specific roles be 
it to; learn, grow-up, play, nurture, protect, 
reproduce, guide etc..  Friendships and bonds 
form with other animals, but there is no real 
substitute for their own kind.  Consider your 
horses’ need to bond and connect with other 
horses.

3.     Its not about the destination, its about the 
journey.  Enjoy the process of learning about 
your horses’ needs.  Embrace every oppor-
tunity to watch, listen and learn.  Your horse 
wants you to be an active participant in his ev-
eryday care from exercise, hoof care, nutrition, 
dentistry, healthcare through to a personal 
exercise program.  For the good of your horse 
be “present”.

4.     Like us, horses express themselves through 
their actions.  Actions often speak louder than 
words.  In order to be understood and heard 
many will show their physical limitations, fears, 
concerns and pain through behavioral challeng-
es.   When the whisper is not caught, these ac-
tions appear to us through evasion, resistance, 
anxiety, anger and “acting out”.   Realize when 
your horse is not himself he may be in pain.

5.     As humans we are able to release our 
emotions through tears.  We are able to cry to 
the extent of sobbing.  We can lean on others 
to help us through the hard times and they 
are willing to take on our heart-ache and pain.  
Horses can also shed tears, but are unable to 
cry to the same extent that we can.  When you 
feel yourself about to cry and you know the 
tears are not your own, let the tears flow for 
you can become a conduit.  You may experience 
releasing tears for the horses.

6.     Our thoughts can be picked up by our 
horses. Our riding posture and imbalances can 
be reflected in our horse’s movements.  Our 
emotional challenges can be reflected in our 
horses’ behavior.  Our physical issues can be 
taken on and manifested by our horses.  Horses 
are our mirrors, be sure to look at the reflec-
tion.

7.     There is no such thing as a coincidence.  
Each animal crosses our path for a reason and 
your horse is no exception!  Open your mind 
and listen to your heart to discover the lessons 
brought to you by your horse – the life lessons.  
The horses remain your best teacher.

Anna Twinney is the founder of Reach Out to 
Horses® - the most unique and comprehensive 
equine training program in the world. She is 
known around the globe for her highly ac-
claimed work as an Equine Specialist, Natural 
Horsemanship Clinician, Animal Communicator 
and Karuna Reiki Master.   Her work has been 
featured on U.S. and international television, 
radio and internet programs, including Martha 
Stewart's Living, the BBC fly on the wall docu-
mentary Living in the Sun and the French TV 
Program, Echappées Belles. 

Seven Things Your Horse Wants You to Know
by Anna Twinney

 <<<<<<<<
World reknown

 clinician 
Anna Twinney, 

LIVE, 
Oct 12-14, 

Brainerd, MN. 
<<<<<<<<

WY BLM to Begin Wild 
Horse Gather in November

Congress Passes Six 
Month Funding Bill

     On September 22, Congress passed, and 
the President is expected to sign, a six month 
Continuing Resolution (CR) to fund the govern-
ment through March of 2013.  This bill ensures 
government agencies and programs will 
continue to operate for the next six months 
including those important to the horse industry 
like the U.S. Department Agriculture (USDA) 
that plays an important roll in combating conta-
gious equine disease. The CR also prohibits the 
Department of Labor (DOL) from implementing 
a new H-2B wage rule opposed by the AHC.  
Additionally, the CR would continue to fund 
USDA inspections at horse slaughter facilities if 
any were to open in the next six months. 
Normally, Congress debates and approves 
several separate appropriation bills for each 
federal agency.  This year, Congress failed 
to pass a single appropriations bill.  The FY 
2012 appropriations bills that currently fund 
government agencies and programs will expire 
at the end of September.  The CR will continue 
funding for almost all programs and agencies 
slightly above FY 2012 spending levels.  
      The CR will continue to prohibit the DOL 
from implementing a new wage rule for the 
H-2B program.   The new wage rule is opposed 
by the American Horse Council (AHC) and 
other H-2B users because it would significantly 
increase the cost of using the program.   More 
information on the wage rule can be found on 
the AHC website.
     Additionally, while no horse slaughter faciliti-
ies are currently operating in the U.S. the CR 
would provide funding for USDA inspections if 
any facility were opened.  For several years be-
ginning in 2005 the USDA was prohibited from 
funding inspections at horse slaughter facilities.

     On September 13, Congressmen Ed Whit-
field (R-KY) and Steve Cohen (D-TN) introduced 
the Horse Protection Amendments Act of 2012 
(H.R. 6388) in the House of Representatives.  
The bill would amend the Horse Protection Act 
(HPA), which prohibits the soring of a horse or 
the showing, exhibiting, transporting or sale at 
auction of a horse that has been sored.  Soring in-
volves the use of any device or the application of 
any substance on a horse's leg and as a result it 
suffers pain or distress when moving.  Horses are 
generally sored to produce a more pronounced 
gait. 
     The bill would make it unlawful for a Tennes-
see Walking Horse, a Racking Horse, or a Spotted 
Saddle Horse to be shown, exhibited, or sold 
at auction with (1) an "action device," or (2) "a 
weighted shoe, pad, wedge, hoof band or other 
device or material" if it is constructed to artifi-
cially alter the gait of the horse and is not strictly 
protective or therapeutic.  There is no such 
prohibition in current law.  This new prohibition 
would not apply to other breeds.  Other breeds 
could continue to use such devices while showing 
subject to the current overriding requirement 
that any devices not actually sore the horse.
    The bill defines an "action device" as any boot, 
collar, chain, roller, or other device that encircles 
or is placed upon the lower extremity of the leg 
of a horse in such a manner that it can rotate 
around the leg or slide up and down the leg, so 
as to cause friction, or strike the hoof, coronet 
band, fetlock joint, or pastern of the horse.  
     The bill would end the horse industry's ability 
to self-police with industry-selected inspectors 
by creating a new licensing process requiring the 
U.S. Department Agriculture (USDA) to appoint 
inspectors for shows, auctions and other HPA-
regulated venues that seek to hire an inspec-
tor.  The decision to hire an inspector, however, 
would still be up to the show, sale or auction.  In 
addition, the definition of event management 
would be expanded to include "sponsoring 
organizations" and "event managers" making 
them potentially liable for HPA violations.  These 
changes would apply to all shows regulated 
under the HPA.
     The bill would increase the maximum fine for 
violations from $3,000 to $5,000 and the maxi-
mum prison sentence from one year to three 
years.  Individuals with three or more violations 
could receive a lifetime ban or "disqualification" 
from participating in shows, exhibitions, or auc-
tions.  These changes would be applicable to all 
breeds.    
     Under the bill any horse found to be sore 
could be suspended for 180 days for the first 
offense, one year for the second, and three years 
for the third.  This applies to all breeds subject to 
the HPA.  
     The Bill has been referred to the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

Horse Protection Act 
Amendments IntroducedFrom the USEF Communications Department

Lexington, KY- The United States Equestrian 
Federation mourns the loss of a great competitor 
and advocate for para-equestrian sport. Jonathan 
Wentz passed away September 30, 2012.
      Wentz had recently returned from London 
where he was a member of the U.S. Team that 
earned seventh place at the 2012 Paralympic 
Games. At those Games, Wentz also finished 
fourth in the Individual Test and fifth in the 
Freestyle Test in Grade 1b competition riding 
Kai Handt's NTEC Richter Scale. These strong 

results earned Wentz the distinction of being the 
highest-placed American equestrian at either the 
London Olympic or Paralympic Games.
      Wentz enjoyed an extremely successful career 
with NTEC Richter Scale a horse that carried him 
to the World Championships, Paralympic Games 
and a National Title. In 2010, the pair repre-
sented the U.S. for the first time at the Alltech 
FEI World Equestrian Games and the following 
year they claimed the USEF 2011 USEF National 
Para-Equestrian Championship. In 2012, the 
combination earned Reserve Champion hon-
ors at the 2012 USEF National Para-Equestrian 
Championships and Paralympic Selection Trials 
prior to travelling to London. Wentz also finished 
in sixth place with Silvano at the 2012 National 
Championship.
      As well as competing at the highest level, 
Wentz was a tireless advocate for his sport. He 
served on the USEF Youth Council representing 
para-equestrian and was a member of the USEF 
Para Equestrian Technical Committee. Additional-
ly, he served as an ambassador for hippotherapy, 
therapeutic riding, and para-equestrian dressage 
from an early age.
      Wentz was also a student at Southern Meth-
odist University in Dallas, TX with a keen interest 
in political science, history and the law.
      "The Federation sends our deepest sym-
pathies and condolences to the Wentz family. 
Jonathan was great competitor and outstanding 
role model for all in equestrian sport. He will be 

greatly 
missed," 
said John 
Long, 
USEF CEO.

Jonathan Wentz 1990-2012

1910 Velie 2-seat Carriage
 For Sale

Single or double end hitch, original 
wooden wheels, leather tufted seats.

$2,500.  Contact: 
Karen 218.790.1790
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during the month!

Horse Boarding
3 Gems Tack & Stables

1175 85th Ave NW, Moorhead, MN
text/call 701-306-4478   

3GT@3GemsTack.com
www.3GemsTack.com

Offering indoor/outdoor board-
ing, lessons, indoor/outdoor arenas, 
round pen, trails, 4-H club and more.

Complete Equestrian Company. 
Training, Lessons, Clinics, 

40 Acres of Desensitizing Trails,  
www.completeequestriancompany.com 

(612) 414-7597

Hay for Sale
Clean grass hay, large square and 

rounds, 750-900 pound bales, 
no rain, $55-$60 per bale.

(218) 790-1790

North Dakota TOBA 
(Thoroughbred Owners & 

Breeders Association) 
Your thoruoughbred horse and horse 

racing connection in North Dakota. 
www.northdakotatoba.org or 
northdakotatoba@yahoo.com

 By Joyce M. Christian

    I am excited to share with 
you the story of a new horse, 
the Gypsy Vanner Horse. 
Less than two decades ago 
this beautiful animal was 
unknown, unrecognized 
as a breed, and unnamed. 
The story began shortly 
after WWII. A small group 
of Romani breeders began 
selectively breeding for a new 
horse - their goal, to create a 
horse as colorful as their bow-
top caravans. Forty years into 
their breeding program they 
achieved their vision horse.
     In a serendip-
itous moment, 
while return-
ing to London 
from Wales, 
an American 
couple, Den-
nis and Cindy 
Thompson, 
encountered 
one of these 
horses run-
ning in a field. 
They stopped 
their car to get 
a closer look. 
They learned 
that this horse 
belonged to 
a Gypsy who had a band 
of mares just like this little 
stallion. Intrigued that this 
might indeed be a new 
breed they began a four year 
study into the Gypsy culture 
and breeding practices. A 
prominent Romani horseman, 
Fred Walker, became their 
friend and mentor. Known 
to his kinsmen as the "King 
of the Coloured Horses", Mr. 
Walker had during his lifetime 
owned many of the mares 
and stallions creating the 
breed. While most all Gypsies 
in the United Kingdom breed 
horses, not all were involved 
in creating the breed. Most 
Gypsies have what are called 
"common" or “indiscrimi-
nately bred” herds.  For herds 
like this there are no breeding 
plans. It is simply breed what 
you have to what you can 
find. Many of these horses 
are sold to the European 
meat market. Therefore, the 
typical British and Irish eques-
trians simply view horses 
bred by Gypsies as mongrels. 
This prejudicial attitude led to 
no one in England or Ireland 
recognizing that an incredible 
breed had been created right 
in their own backyards.
     During the breed's devel-
opment process as undesir-
able horses were culled, they 
ended up in the "common" 
herds. Over time those herds 
began to take on some of the 
characteristics of the selec-
tively bred herds. By the time 
the Thompsons discovered 

The Gypsy Vanner Horse 
Society Presents...The Vanner!

the little stallion there were 
approximately three thou-
sand colored horses bred 
by Gypsies, however, only 
about three to five hundred 
of those were selective, 
breed worthy animals. 
Those horses were consid-
ered family treasures. For 
years these horses were not 
sold outside the family. Each 
of these families took great 
pride in breeding a horse 
unique to them. Among 
Gypsy breeders they could 
identify the breeding family 
by simply looking at the 
horse. Some of those family 

names are: Walker, Evans, 
Price, Connors, Watson, 
Pratt, Harker, and McCann. 
     The Thompsons learned 
it finally came down to two 
stallions respected as the 
founding sires of this new 
breed - The Coal Horse and 
The Sonny Mays Horse. 
While no written records 
had been kept the Thomp-
sons had to rely on what 
Fred Walker and the other 
breeders had shared. Now 
with a new breed realized 
a name was needed. One 
day after sharing several 
ideas, Cindy Thompson and 
Fred Walker settled on the 
name, Gypsy Vanner Horse. 
Mr. Walker had said, "After 
all that is what they are....a 
Gypsy's Vanner Horse." Until 
that moment in time all 
horses bred by Gypsies were 
known by a variety of labels: 
gypsy cobs, coloured horses, 
coloured cobs, gypsy horses, 
tinkers. These are not breed 
names but rather suggest 
types of horses. Among 
the Gypsies they knew the 
selective horses that were 
breed worthy. For them that 
horse was a Proper Cob. 
Now that special horse had 
a name to establish it as a 
breed - Gypsy Vanner Horse. 
     The ideal Vanner stood 
fourteen to fifteen hands. 
It possessed the endur-
ance and calmness of a 
draft, with an abundance of 
mane, tail, and feather. The 
head was elegant and in no 

HIGHTAIL HORSE RANCH & RESCUE
OPEN HOUSE/FUND RAISER

OCT 27 11 AM TO 5 PM

MINI SEMINARS
*11 a.m. - Dr Kathy Seifort on holistic veterinary care
*1 p.m. - Jordanne Bruns from Hooves in Motion Farrier  
      service on natural balance trimming
*2 p.m. -  Charlotte Tuhy on endurance and competitive   
     trail riding
*1 - 3 p.m. - Animal Communicator Tara Argall from  ↑ 
     Quantum Wonderworks will be doing mini ↑animal 
      communication sessions  

*Silent auction and tack sale *ranch tours  
*horse and pony rides throughout the day 

*rescue horses and horses for sale   
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A DAY OF FUN AND LEARNING
AND HELP SUPPORT OUR RESCUE EFFORTS!

www.hightailhorseranchandrescue.com
701-526-3734  -- 28953 15TH Ave N. Hawley, MN

DONATIONS FOR SILENT AUCTION AND TACK SALE
 GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED

were able to create 
our welcome sign 
to Deer Lodge with 
a large Clydesdale 
on top and only by 
the generous sup-
port of Thompson 
Distributing. 
     In 2006 the 
'Expo' became an 
Incorporated En-
tity of Montana; in 
2011 we acquired 
our Federal I.D. to 
operate as a non-
profit business.     
     Every year we 
seem to learn 
something new 
about our business, 
meet more people, 
enjoy new horses, 
never forget the 
old ones and share 
history with our 
young ones.

Big Sky Draft Horse Expo
Continued from page 8

Gambler's Choice
1 – Paul Gibson
2 – Jerry Johns
3 – Dick Renfro
4 – Bob Tomaskie
5 – Russ Anderson
Obstacle
1 – Rob Henrekin
2 – B J Morgan
3 – Ty Morgan
4 – Loren Tucker
5 – Laun Cook
Cultivating  
1 – Lisa Morgan  
2 – Loren Tucker  
3 – Russ Anderson  
4 – Jerry Johns
5 – Ken Kuhlmann
Youth Cultivating
1 – Brand Morgan
2 – Ty Morgan
3 – Gabby Smart
Log Skidding
1 – Rob Henrekin
2 – Dick Renfro
3 – Ray Williams
4 – Loren Tucker
5 – Bonnie Morgan
Feed Team Race
1 – David Harper
2 – Jessica Henrekin
3 – Bill Blomeley
4 – Dick Renfro
5 – Loren Tucker
4-Abreast
1 – Russ Anderson
2 – Rollie Hebel (Jack Eden)
3 – Bob Tomaskie
4 – Dick Renfro
5 – Carrie Hahn
Antique/Unique Vehicle
1 – Ken Kuhlmann
2 – Loren Tucker
3 – Jerry Johns

4 – Von White
5 – Kate Hollands-
worth
Open 6-Horse or-
Mule Driving
1 – Russ Anderson
2 – Bob Tomaskie
3 – Rob Henrekin
4 – Paul Gibson
5 – Dick Renfro

Pleasure Cart
1 – Bob Tomaskie
2 – Russ Anderson
3 – Carrie Hahn
4 – Judy Robertson
5 – Kathy DeGreve
Street Class
1 – Trevor Anderson
2 – Jessica Henrekin
3 – Claudia Hrebicek
4 – Carrie Hahn
5 – Heather Hollandsworth
Senior Street Class
1 – Rollie Hebel
2 – Bill Horne
3 – Bev Tomaskie
4 – Kathy DeGreve
5 – Don Coutts
4-Up Driving–Horse or Mule
1 – Russ Anderson
2 – Bob Tomaskie
3 – Dick Renfro
4 – Jessica Henrekin
5 – Dick Blakeley
Junior Team
1 – Ty Morgan
2 – Rhett Thornley
3 – Gabby Smart  
4 – Cora Harper
5 – Sidney Gibson
6 – Triston Andrews
Junior Cart
1 – Gabby Smart
2 – Sidney Gibson
3 – Triston Andrews
4 – Cora Harper
Hitch Team
1 – Wareing
2 – Young Living
3 – Rees
4 – Eagle Rock
5 – Barney
Unicorn
1 – Young Living
2 – Wareing
3 – Rees
4 – Eagle Rock
5 – Barney
4-Horse Hitch   
1 – Young Living   
2 – Eagle Rock   
3 – Rees    
4 – Wareing   
5 – Barney   

way drafty. Its conforma-
tion and movement set it 
apart making it suitable 
for a variety of disciplines. 
The horses' colored coats 
were mostly black and 
white (piebald), but brown 
and white and red and 
white (skewbald) and com-
binations of those colors 
were welcomed.  Today 
the GVHS registers some 
horses with odd color pat-
terns to include palomino 
and buckskin recognizing 
that those colors did not 
come from the original 
breed genetics.

     The Thomp-
sons painstak-
ingly chose two 
stallions and 
fourteen mares 
as the founda-
tion to start the 
registry. The first 
registry for the 
rare and wonder-
ful new breed 
was established 
in 1996 - The 
Gypsy Vanner 
Horse Society. 
Sadly, we lost 
Cindy Thomp-
son in 2002. 
Since then the 

GVHS has suffered many 
organizational and political 
growing pains. However, 
in 2008 the Board of Direc-
tors took the reins, went 
back to the foundation, 
and began to build the 
organization again. Our 
breed standard was clari-
fied for equine profession-
als and an educational 
seminar and evaluation 
program was begun. 
Today the GVHS is proud 
to be serving the owners 
and breeders of over two 
thousand five hundred 
Gypsy Vanner Horses. We 
invite any and all that are 
interested to, "Come and 
share the dream with us!"

Joyce M. Christian is a 
member of the Gypsy 
Vanner Horse Society's 
Board of Directors. She 
also serves on the Board of 
Directors for the Louisiana 
Equine Council and is the au-
thor of, "Dreams..Promises..A 
Vanner Horse Journey". 
Comments and questions can 
be sent to her at vannerlife-
style@yahoo.com 

6-Horse Conformation  
1 – Young Living   
2 – Rees    
3 – Wareing   
4 – Eagle Rock   
5 – Barney   
6-Horse Driving
1  - Barney
Ladies Cart
1 – Katie Cook, Young Living
2 – Amy Thornley, Eagle Rock
3 – Crystal Murdock, Wareing
4 – Bev Rees - Rees
5 – Kim Barney, Barney
Men's Cart
1 – Freeman Yoder, Young 
Living
2 – Wade Thornley, Eagle Rock
3 – Wayne Wareing, Wareing
4 – Terry Rees, Rees
5 – Nich Barney, Barney
Canadian Maze I   
1 – Paul Gibson   
2 – Jessica Henrekin  
3 – Claudia Hrebicek  
  
11 entrants @ $20 = $220  
9 entrants @ $20 = $180
BSDHE 25 percent hold out 
paid by sponsor $55 
Sponsor made up to guaran-
teed minimum $200
1st 50 percent of $220  = $110 
   
BSDHE 25 percent hold out 
paid by sponsor $50
2nd 30 percent of $220 = $66  
1st 50 percent of $200 = $100
3rd 20 percent of $220 = $44  
2nd 30 percent of $200 = $60  
3rd 20 percent of $200 = $40

Class Winners – 2012
Big Sky Draft Horse Expo

Discovery Horse offers a variety of op-
tions to assist you in your journey to 
personal awareness through a horse’s 
innate ability to bond with humans 
on a deep and powerful level. Our 
services include Equine Assisted: Life 
Coaching, Corporate Team Building 
and Personal Development Retreats. 
Join us on October 28th for our 
Women's Personal Discovery Retreat 
and reconnect with your inner source 
of strength and wisdom. In November, 
Discovery Horse will host a workshop 
for those that have struggled with 
addiction and are looking to deepen 
their sobriety. Additional workshops 
scheduled  include Stress Manage-
ment in December and Personal 
Empowerment in January. Our equine 
work will add a whole new dimension 
to your personal growth process. All 
workshops are on the ground and 
no horse experience is necessary; all 
activities are challenge by choice. Dis-
covery Horse offers a FREE 30-minute 
Discovery Call to see if our coaching 
services are a fit for you.  Discovery 

Horse operates out of the beautiful Spirit 
Horse Center in Brainerd, MN. We invite 
you to join us. Call today at 218-232-2495 

or find us online and register for one of 
workshops at www.discoveryhorse.com. 
See you soon! 

Discovery Horse
Announcing a series of wellness-related 

workshops presented by Discovery Horse

The Valley Equestrian Newspaper loves older horses!
Tell us about yours!

Send a photo and description (short or long) of your old horse 
(age 25 or 30+) for publication in an upcoming issue

of the Valley Equestrian Newspaper.
Email: thevenews@gmail.com or

mail a photo (with stamped returned envelope) to:
The VEN, PO Box 64, Sabin, MN 56580




