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Congratulations NFR Grand Champs!
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• BLM Ordered to Stop Roundup
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Attractions

Icy Contests & Tournaments

Festival Queens

Dinner & Dance

$1,250 FROSTY Contest sponsored by 
Culligan, Latham Place, iWealth, Dominos 

and Mediacom
$1,250 Medallion Hunt sponsored by 

Waseca County News, Charlie’s Hardware, 
Waseca Hy-Vee, First National Bank and 

KOWZ/KORN Radio

Squirts Hockey Tournament
FREE Youth Ice Fishing 
Sleigh & Cutter Ice Plunge
Kruger Vintage Snowmobile Race
Old Fashinioned Ice Harvest
Outdoor Ice Curling Bonspiel
Bridge & Euchre Card Tournaments
Snowmobile Trail Rides
Family Movie Night
Ice Sculpting & Ice Golf
Skydiving
K-4 Coloring Contest

Sleigh & Cutter Dinner: 
Feb. 8, 5 - 7:30 p.m. -- $12   

Dance 8:15 - midnight

Miss Waseca County Sleigh & Cutter: 
Drew Trahms

Miss Teen Sleigh & Cutter:  
Anna Burns

Miss South Central:  
Tiffany Buszta

Miss South Central Teen: 
 Corrina Swiggum

Check out the website for dates and times: www.sleighandcutter.org
Festival continues to focus on family winter fun! Most events free!

Festival Supporters:
Waseca Area T.V.B.

Local businesses & individuals
The City of Waseca

Waseca Area Foundation
Waseca Area C of C

63rd 
Waseca 
Sleigh & 
Cutter 
Festival

PARADE Feb. 9 Starts at noon: Open to sleighs, cutters, bobsleds, wagons, buggies and riders; 
animal units only 

Photos by Akorn Creations

Sleigh & Cutter  -  
CHILDREN’S DREAM CATCHER 

Annual fundraiser  -  March 23, 2013 at 2 p.m. at 
Katie O’Leary’s

Bingo, meat raffles, silent & live auctions

F e b r u a r y  1  t o  2 3  a n d  M a r c h  2 3 ,  2 0 1 3

JESSE JAMES GANG sponsored by Roundbank and Roundbank Insurance 
and CANNON OLDE WEST SOCIETY ENTERTAINERS sponsored by 

Wells Fargo, Suburban Furniture and McDonald’s

Waseca, Minn. Rolls out the Red Carpet for the 
63rd Annual Sleigh & Cutter Festival

Sixty-two years ago, four men in a 
Waseca, Minn. barbershop came 
up with the idea of holding a little 
winter parade in February. What 
started as a small winter parade 
has evolved into a multi- day 
event. In the third year, a winter 
pageant was added crowning Miss 
Sleigh Belle. Now this pageant has 
grown into crowning four queens 
in late summer.
 
The 63rd Annual Waseca Sleigh & 
Cutter Festival gets underway Fri-
day, Feb 1, 2013 and runs to Satur-
day, Feb. 23.  There are activities 
on all four weekends in February 
covering 12 days. We are proud 
to claim that we are the oldest 
continual Sleigh & Cutter Parade 

in the US. We allow only animal 
power to pull sleighs, cutters, 
bob sleds, wagons and buggies 
of all kinds. Many clubs ride their 
horses. No trucks, tractors or cars 
allowed; two years ago one unit 
was pulled by a 6-hitch team of 
humans!
 
The main event is the noon 
parade on Feb 9, which runs 
from the Waseca Fairgrounds 
through downtown and returns 
to the fairgrounds. Historically, 
the parade has 70-80 units with 
over 200 horses pulling units and 
being ridden. Participants in the 
parade receive a nice numbered 
medallion keepsake. We award 
cash and prizes to units who bring 

medallions from previous years 
plus several winners from this 
year’s parade.
 
Many of the events have a tradi-
tion of their own as they repeat 
year to year. We continue our em-
phasis to make the festival family 
oriented. You can push stones, 
pucks or golf balls on the ice; you 
can also jump in the icy water on 
Clear Lake in the 4th Annual Ice 
Plunge; harvest ice from Clear 
Lake; watch the parade as dozens 
of units ride the three-mile route. 
Other outdoor activities include 
two snowmobile trail rides and a 
vintage snowmobile race; indoor 
activities range from card tourna-
ments and a free family movie 
night. On Friday night, Feb 8th, 
we have our parade kickoff din-
ner/dance. This event draws huge 
crowds to enjoy a meal together, 
award $2,500 in prizes to winners 
of the medallion hunt and the 
Frosty Secret Identity Contest.  
The dinner costs only $12 and the 
dance is free. 
 
The ice sculpting display is return-
ing from its inaugural event last 
year. The sculpture is in a parking 
lot on the parade route 
in downtown Waseca. 
The sculptors use 15,000 
pounds of ice to create 
their chainsaw magic. Last 
year, the Valley Equestrian 
Newspaper had our sculp-
ture on the front cover of 
the March issue!
 
 We invite anyone who 
wishes to participate in the 
Festival to check our web 
site for a complete event 
schedule. We look forward 
to seeing some new faces. 
 
www.sleighandcutter.org 
 

Photos
courtesy

Akorn 
Photography

File photos 
above and 

left by 
Ley

 Bouchard 
for the 
Valley 

Equestrian 
Newspaper.

By Ken Borgman
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What's in This Issue?

Know What's Coming Up in 
Future Issues of the VEN!

February:  
Bridal Feature

Honeymoon Destinations

March: 
Plan Your Dream Barn/Pole Shed

 See the complete VEN distribution list at:
www.theveonline.com

      The Valley Equestrian Newspaper welcomes free-lance articles, cartoons, 
artwork, poems, photographs, etc. that we might use in the publication.  We 
accept no responsibility for the material while in our hands. Materials will be 
returned if sent with a self-addressed, stamped envelope.  Photographs or 
graphics electronically submitted should be in color and must be at least 280 
DPI resolution and four inches wide. 
     Copyright Notice:  The Valley Equestrian Newspaper (VEN) is copyrighted 
and protected by federal copyright law.  No material may be copied, faxed, 
electronically transmitted or otherwise used without our express written per-
mission.  Requests for reprinting must be submitted in writing to the editor.
     Disclaimer:  Articles that appear in The Valley Equestrian News do not nec-
essarily reflect the views of the editorial staff, officers or employees and publi-
cation of any article does not constitute endorsement of the views expressed.  
Accuracy of all information is the responsibility of the authors.
     Advertisements published in The Valley Equestrian do not constitute en-
dorsement or recommendation of such product or service. The VEN does not 
condone the alteration of horses in any photograph that appears in advertise-
ments in the newspaper and accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of 
the photographs used in the advertisements supplied by others than its own 
staff. The onus is on the reader to satisfy themselves about the appearance or 
conformation of a horse before making a financial decision.
     Errors: The Valley Equestrian Newspaper shall be responsible for errors or 
omissions in connection with an advertisement to the extent of the space 
covered by the error.  

Publisher's Clipboard

Newspaper

PG.6

PG.10 & 11

PG.2

PG.7

PG.9

PG.16 & 17

Cowboy Poetry with Orv

Industry News: USEF Award 
Winners Announced

Judge Orders Stop to BLM 
Roundup

Charles Wilhelm: 
Horsemanship - Part 1

PG.8

Waseca, Minn. Plans 63rd Annual 
Sleigh & Cutter Festival

PG.19

          Inside the pages of the January issue you will find im-
ages by Tammy Schefller, who for the second year, has cov-
ered for the Valley Equestrian Newspaper, the Wrangler 
National Finals Rodeo December 6-13, in Las Vegas, Nev.  
Tammy (left) is pictured with Mary Walker who earned top 
honors in barrel racing at this years' event. See more im-
ages and stories in the centerfold, pages 10-11, and inter-
spersed throughout the January 2013 issue.  On the cover: 
top background photo is all the Grand Champions: Cody 
Teel bull rider, Mary Walker barrel racer, Tuf Cooper, tie 
down roper, Jesse Wright saddle bronc rider, Jade Corkill, 
heeler in team roping, Chad Masters, header in team rop-
ing, Luke Branquinho steer wrestler, Kaycee Field bareback 
rider. Congratulations to all the NFR athletes!

NFR Hilites 

Western
 Saddles: 
• King Youth 
   Series 
• Weaver 
• Double T 
• The Rider
• Saddle King

New & Used 
Boots: 

• Montana 
West 

• Durango 
• Twisted X 

• Tony Lama 
• Ariat 

• Nocona

Halters: 
Cowboy 

• Stockman 
• Zebra print 

and more
• Headstalls 

• Bits 
• Clothing 
• Jewelry

www.gwtackshackinc.webs.com

Junction of US Highway 10 
and County Road 11

Audubon, MN
Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday – Sunday

On site Farrier: Call Koby for appointment: 

2 1 8 . 8 4 9 . 5 3 5 6

Corrections from the 
December 2012 

Valley Equestrian News

Photos on page 12 by Staci Grattan-
Fornshell, accompanying article, "Shifting 

Perspective:  A Horse Is  More Than A 
Horse, Of Course!"

Photos on page 13 by Staci Gratta-Forn-
shell, and Ruth Harper of Happily Ever 

After Photography, www.happilyeveraft-
erphoto.com, accompanying the article, 
"Why Horses? Experiencing Equine Expe-

riential Learning."

PG.14

PG. 12 & 13

PG.15    

NFR Photo Recap

 (Reno, NV) Federal Judge 
Miranda Du issued an emergency 
restraining order in a legal action 
filed in Reno Federal District 
Court against conduct at the Bu-
reau of Land Management (BLM) 
wild horse roundup operation in 
northern Nevada.
     The order states: Defendants 
shall immediately cease cease 
and halt all 
wild horse 
gathers at 
the Owyhee 
Complex, 
including 
the one 
currently 
ongoing at 
the Owyhee 
HMA, and 
the BLM 
shall not 
transport 
horses from 
the Owyhee 
HMA, until 
the court 
has had an 
opportunity 
to hear this 
matter.
     The case was filed on behalf 
of Laura Leigh, founder of Wild 
Horse Education, by attorney 
Gordon Cowan of Reno.
     “To protect America’s wild 
horses from inhumane conduct 
represents significant public 
interest” said Cowan, “as an 
attorney I am gratified to pursue 
that interest.”
     Over the course of the last 
two years BLM has been mak-
ing claims that a policy will 
be in place or creating opera-
tion “memorandums” that are 
ignored in practice. After a 
Restraining Order gained by 
WHE in August of 2011, after a 
pilot apparently hit a horse with 
the helicopter skids, BLM did an 
internal revue that revealed a 
host of inappropriate conduct. 
That case is still active in Federal 
Court with hearings expected 
early this year.
     “I have tried everything I can 
think of to have a reasonable 
conversation about addressing 
these serious issues and the re-
quests are ignored or dismissed,” 
stated Leigh “It is literal agony 
watching what I can only classify 
as a callous disregard for basic 

welfare go ignored. I felt there 
was no option but to file further 
litigation as I have every expecta-
tion the conduct will continue at 
Owyhee for the next decade.”
     At the Owyhee Complex 
roundup operation that began on 
November 26, Leigh continued 
to witness offensive conduct. In 
court documents Leigh states 

that inappropriate conduct 
was observed repeatedly in-
cluding: routine use of electric 
cattle prods, wild horses driven 
through barbed wire, operations 
in sub-freezing temperatures. In 
one instance wild horses were 
documented being driven into a 

barbed wire fence and four ani-
mals became entangled, two liter-
ally crashing onto their heads.
     “I can tell you that the effort 
to obtain the documentation and 
craft these cases is monumen-
tal,” Leigh stated “It really does 
seem insane to have to fight for 
a humane care standard with an 
agency tasked by Congress to 

manage animals 
humanely. That said, 
I will sleep better 
tonight knowing 
the wild horses at 
Owyhee are not be-
ing stampeded this 
weekend.”

These cases, investi-
gations and support-
ing documentation, 
are supported solely 
by Wild Horse Edu-
cation, a registered 
Nevada non-profit.  
http://wildhorseed-
ucation.org/

Links of interest:
Current video of 

Owyhee wild horse roundup: 
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FK6WM1-xmv4
     History of the legal battle for 
humane care: http://wildhorse-
education.org/the-humane-care-
suit/short-history-of-the-humane-
care-suit/

Federal Judge issues Stop Order to BLM Wild 
Horse Roundup

Rescue Robbed of Hay Supply 
for Older Horses

AAEP Honors Retired Professor

Winter Warning: Hanging Chads!

Mary 
Walker 
running 
home for the 
third win in 
a row at the 
Thomas and 
Mack Arena 
at the 
National 
Finals Rodeo 
in Las Vegas, 
NV.

Animal Welfare Council Rolls Out 
Lessons about Unwanted Horses

How to Avoid Roof Collapses

Youth Profile: Annise Montplaisir

Amazing 
Youth:
Annise

Montplaisir:
Page 

9

Happy New Year, Dear Readers! 
     We made it! Many people 
were anticipating doomsday 
scenarios due to the end of the 
Mayan calendar Dec. 21.  It is 
rather the end of the world as 
we know, or as we knew it, at 
least it can be. With the New 
Year comes the opportunity to 
set new goals, change things 
that did not work and plan a 
fresh start.
     At the VEN (Valley Equestrian 
Newspaper) we are excited 
with some new features being 
added. 
     We start next month with a 
Bridal Guide featuring dresses, 
photographers, wedding cakes, 
invitations and all the accoutre-
ments that accompany wedding 
planning.  
     In March, we will feature 
Dream Barns and Pole Sheds 
as we begin to get Spring Fever 
and plan out new and spacious 
quarters for our horses and 
other critters. 
     We will plan for 2013 many 
fun ideas from which we will 
learn, even if we do not need or 
want to implement them. 
     One new regular feature will 
be 'DIT' or Do It Together. You 
have all heard of the new craze, 

DIY or Do-It-Yourself. Well, we are 
modifying it to include ways to 
do it as a family or with friends. 
There are so many projects on 
the farm, ranch or any place you 
live, and we can find ways to 
do things together, mentor our 
youth and learn patience and co-
operation working in unison. We 
welcome your ideas as we know 
you have already been doing it, 
so why not share! Oh course, 
you will get credit and a copy of 
the issue in which your ideas are 
featured, mailed to you.
     Inside the January issue you 
will see photos of many remark-
able young athletes who recently 
competed at the Wrangler Na-
tional Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas, 
Nev. For the second year running, 
Tammy Scheffler photographed 
this event for the Valley Eques-
trian News. She has also written 
an article about her experience, 
and met some of the athletes in 
person. 
     As always, we welcome your 
input in this community news-
paper. We hope you enjoy this 
issue. Call or email what you want 
to see on these pages.  We wish 
2013 brings you many blessings.

Happy Trails!
Ley Bouchard, Publisher

  Bridal Guide
in the Valley Equestrian Newspaper

February issue

                                    Jan. 21 (if we design)
                                      Jan. 25 (camera ready)

                            Call for
                                Great AD Rates

Advertising Consultants
Kari Hagstrom
(320) 766-2620

kari.venews@hotmail.com

David Olson
(701) 566-3704

Dave.VENews@gmail.com

Read our February issue for help planning your 
special cowgirl wedding and honeymoon. 

Ad Deadline:

PG.5
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Cowboy Poetry with Orv
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tyequinenutrition.
com , sign up for 
her informative—
and free—monthly 
newsletter, Forage 
for Thought, read 
articles, search her 
nutrition forum, 
enroll in upcoming 
teleseminars and 
purchase previously 
recorded events. 
Contact Dr. Getty 
directly at gettye-

Charles Wilhelm: Ultimate Foundation 
Training from Start to Finish

For me, horsemanship is 
being knowledgeable 
of and responsible for 
every aspect of the 
horse. There are many 

areas we need to understand 
and one of the most impor-
tant is hoof care. Next time I’ll 
discuss some other important 
areas.
     There is a good deal of 
discussion now whether 
horses should be shod or go 
barefoot. I’m sticking my neck 
out here but here goes; this is 
an area where we should use 
common sense, taking into 
consideration the health of 
the feet and the amount and 
type of activity of the horse. 
We also need to consider the 
type of feed and the supple-
ments the horse is getting. 
When a barefoot horse comes 
in for training and the feet 
are healthy with good confor-
mation, I don’t recommend 
having the horse shod. Some 
horses have very hard feet 
with good conformation and 
will never need to be shod. If a 
horse with iron feet is working 
a lot on terrain that is rocky 
or abrasive, shoes may or may 
not be needed. We usually ride 
over many types of terrain and 
not just rocks. So, here again, 
we use common sense. The 
decision is always based on the 
health of the foot.
     Some people say shoeing is 
not natural. Putting a rider on 
a horse’s back is not natural 
either. Plus, a rider adds more 
weight and that changes the 
dynamic of hoof care. 
Some people are ada-
mant that all horses 
can go barefoot but 
that is just not true. 
Most horses can go 
barefoot under the 
right conditions, such 
as not being worked 
and being a pasture 
pet. 
     Proponents - some, 
not all - of going bare-
foot have the philoso-
phy that all horses can 
go barefoot if given 
time to adjust. When 
a horse is going to go 
barefoot, time does 
need to be allowed for 
the feet to harden and 
adjust. If it takes a year 
to get a horse sound 
when barefoot, then 
I don’t think it is fair 
to the horse to leave 
it barefoot. There are 
special boots that can 
be placed on the feet 
to get them used to 
being unshod. These 
are similar to the Easy 
Boot that can be used 
out on the trail when 
a shoe is lost. These 
may help but the horse 

is still walking on a hard 
surface inside the boot. The 
more a horse is ridden by a 
rider who is paying atten-
tion, the more the rider 
is going to know if shoes 
are needed. The reality is 
that not every horse can 
always go barefoot.
     You also hear that 
it is good to pull the 
shoes in winter and 
there is some merit to 
this. Mud often sucks 
the shoes off anyway 
and we usually ride 
less in the winter. 
It is fine to pull the 
shoes if the horse has 
healthy feet and can 
handle it. For a horse 
with a narrow heel, 
going barefoot gives 
the foot a chance to 
spread and the heel to 
open up. Also, going 
barefoot increases the 
flow of blood and sup-
ports a healthy foot. 
The feet are stimu-
lated because there is more 
contact with the frog and 
the bottom of the sole.
     I like big shoes on a 
horse because a large 
shoe allows the hooves to 
expand. If a horse is shod 
with a shoe that is too 
small the hoof cannot ex-
pand and will be constrict-
ed. The bottom of the hoof 
wall will contract; it can’t 

expand because there is 
no place for it to go. As it 
contracts, the farrier puts 
on another smaller shoe 
and this can cause a horse 
to go lame. The bottom 
of the shoe should not be 
smaller than the coronary 

band. Farriers often keep 
the shoes as small as 
possible so that the horse 
does not lose a shoe. It is 
true that a horse can over 
reach with the back foot 
and pull the front shoe 
off. I still want the biggest 
shoe that fits the horse to 
have plenty of room in the 
hoof wall for the nail. From 
my perspective, it is a good 
tradeoff.

Horsemanship - Part I
A lot of the bad rap about 
shoeing is caused by 
improper shoeing. Much 
lameness is caused by 
poor trimming and shoe-
ing. A two-day class is 
not sufficient to gain the 
knowledge required to 
shoe properly. I have a lot 

of different horses come 
in for training. About 
90 percent of the time 
the horses are not shod 
properly because they 
are not balanced (the 
horse’s feet are not hit-
ting the ground evenly) 
or the shoes are too 
small. I can understand 
why there is so much 
discussion about going 
barefoot, but a horse’s 
natural conformation 
needs to be able to 
handle it.
     I don’t believe that 
all horses should be 
shod. I do believe that 
all horses that don’t 
have healthy feet 

should be shod. If they 
can’t stand up to a training 
program or go on a long 
trail ride without getting 
sore feet, they need shoes.
     Horsemanship is a 
complete package. It is 
doing what works for the 
horse. It is not saying that 
barefoot is the only way 
or that shoeing is the only 
way. It is being flexible and 

WEST FARGO AND SOLDIER’S MEMORY LANE
      EASTERN EXPOSURE OF FRIENDLY FLATLANDERS
Recently, my car and I hummed down Sheyenne Street for a treat.
My destination wasn’t old memories, but that’s what I’d meet.
In college days, we’d fill gas there and wave goodbye to flatland towns.
At the hills, my pony remembered me at the old stamping grounds.
Saddle up, breathe the clean Dakota air, and view the countryside.
Back to the flatlands, gas up at Sheyenne and 10 (it was a long ride).
We’d collected ‘great’ homemade buns and clean laundry, as our cargo,
When decades ago, we’re happy to see the lights of West Fargo.

      SOLDIER HITCHES RIDE AT STOCKYARDS
Decades ago during peacetime, a soldier flew to Hector Airport
From Heidelberg, Germany, needing a ride as last resort. 
He’s cold, broke, almost home and needing a job, and perhaps a loan.
Those were the days before night-vision goggles, CB’s, or the cell-phone.
I called a guy in West Fargo.  Could he find a northbound cattle truck?
We drove to the center of livestock trade, and I was in luck.
That night the airplane and an old GM cattle truck had a cargo;
Dressed in Army green and lugging a duffle bag to West Fargo

      CALLING ALL CATTLE TRUCKS (ROLLING FARMS?)
By coincidence the truck’s heater was in the shop.  The big hole
Where ‘it should have been’ brought bone-chilling air, taking it’s toll.
It was after harvest.  The corn was in the crib and grain in the bin.
We didn’t know beans about beans, or where sunseeds came from back then.
Before Golden Arches, Sunday shopping, I walked near a walking t-bone.
I’d saddle up, see relatives and enjoy sirloin that was home-grown.
I hung ‘round round steaks, stood eye-to-eye with standing rib-eyes.  My cargo
Held Army clothes.  Later with new clothes, I’d move to West Fargo.

      A SUNRISE COUNTRY DRIVE
Each morning, then, was a country drive past the barns and Holstein cows;
Locally made four-wheel drive tractors, pulling Ag implements and plows.
Flowing through my mind were overflowing riverbanks; packing plant crew;
New school buildings; State Championship teams…and how the city grew.
The friendly ‘little’ country town became a friendly ‘big’ city.
It had rodeos and car shows, and Big Iron, with ads so witty.
Trucks on I-94 haul locally assembled equipment as cargo
Past the Red River Fairgrounds and racetrack at West Fargo.

      ONCE WAS A WEST FARGOAN/BEEN THERE TO DO THAT
I once lived there, rode a train through town and got off a bus there.
I missed a station robbery by moments and sat in Doug’s Barber chair.
I recall graduations and memories.  The barn’s cows are now history.
It’s past…passed in review.  Some of it remains a mystery.
Knowing where a town ‘came from’ and it’s past, is not a ‘put-down’.
We’ll still watch the harvest activity on the outskirts of town.
Closer to sunup than sundown…I was once a cattle truck cargo.
This story is a tribute to the gifted home builders, of West Fargo.

© Copyright 7-2003, all rights reserved.  by Orv Alveshere, Fargo, ND
 (Written for and published in book: “WEST FARGO: A WORK IN PROGRESS”)

Diet affects 
behavior. 
This makes 
sense. A 

well-fed horse is 
healthy. And a 
healthy horse feels 
good. Conversely, 
a poorly-nourished 
horse is suffer-
ing. A variation in 
hormone levels, for 
example, can have 
a temporary effect 
on how the horse 
sees the world. Just 
as reaction to sugar 
intake varies in 
humans, so it does 
in horses. Horses 
may feel ill or “off” 
from an overin-
dulgence in sugar/
starch, and they 
certainly have been 
reported to exhibit 
“sugar highs and 
lows” caused by the 
sudden surge and 
subsequent drop in 
blood glucose from 
a high carbohydrate 
(sugar/ starch) 
meal. Although 
there is, in fact, little 
scientific evidence 
that proves a sugar/
starch-driven behav-
ioral component, 
many horse owners 
will attest to their 
own horses showing 
adverse behavioral 
responses and will 
therefore avoid 
feeding anything 
that contains 
starchy cereal grains 
or is sweetened 
with molasses. 
    There are plenty 
of good reasons 
beyond the scope of 
this article to avoid 

high sugar/high 
starch diets, but in 
terms of behavior, 
what alternative 
does a horse owner 
have if the horse 
simply needs more 
calories? Hay and 
grass simply cannot 
provide enough 
energy (calories) to 
support the addi-
tional requirements 
created by exercise, 
work, and perform-
ing. The answer is 
fat.
     Gram for gram, 
fat provides more 
than double the 
calories of carbohy-
drates or protein. 
And it is well di-
gested. But there’s 

an added bonus! 
Fat has a calming 
effect on horses' 
behavior.
     Researchers at 
Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute1 noticed 
that horses fed a 
high fat diet are 
less reactive to 
startling stimuli and 
had lower levels 
of excitability and 

anxiety 
than horses 
fed a more 
traditional 
grain-based 
diet. The 
horses 
in their 
experiment 
received 
15% of the 
total calo-
ries from 
fat, which 
is high 
for most 
horses. 
However, 
the study 
reveals that 
fat is worth 
trying if 
you have 
a sensitive 
horse who 
may be-
come easily 
excited by 
everyday 

activities.2 (Please 
note: Ponies, minis, 
donkeys, and mules 
should not receive 
high fat diets.3)

What type of fat?
All fat has the same 
number of calories, 
regardless of the 
source. But from a 
health perspective, 
it is best to steer 
clear of animal 
fats, as well as oils 
that are have too 
many omega 6s 
(which increase 
inflammation) in 
relation to omega 
3s (which have an 
anti-inflammatory 
effect). Oils high in 
monounsaturated 

fatty acids are a 
good source since 
they neither in-
crease nor decrease 
inflammation. 
    Below are some 
commonly fed oils: 
•         Flaxseed oil: 
Has a 4:1 ratio of 
omega 3s to omega 
6s, making it an 
ideal choice
•    Canola oil: 10% 
omega 3s and rela-
tively low in omega 
6s. Also contains 
monounsaturated 
fatty acids (no 
harmful impact on 
inflammation)
•    Rice bran oil: 
Only 1% omega 3s 
but low in omega 6s 
and high in mono-
unsaturated fatty 
acids
•    Soy lecithin: 
Only 4% omega 3s 
but also contains 
choline, a helpful 
component of neu-
rotransmitters
•    Soybean oil: 
Only 7% omega 3s 
and mostly omega 
6s (less desirable 
choice)
•    Corn oil: No 
omega 3s and 
higher in omega 6s 
than soybean oil 
(poorest choice)
 

Added Fat Improves Behavior
by Juliet M. Getty, Ph.D.

reasonable to meet the 
individual needs of the 
horse. It is paying atten-
tion and recognizing your 
horse’s needs, protecting 
your horse with good stalls 
and fences, knowing about 
nutrition and health care 
— a complete package of 
knowledge and action.  
More, next time.

Internationally known 
and respected horse 
trainer Charles Wilhelm 
is the creator of Ultimate 
Foundation Training which 
combines the best of 
traditional, classical and 
natural horsemanship. 
This method is applicable 
to every riding discipline. 
Charles is one of the few 
clinicians who is known 
for his superb skills in 
communicating with and 
motivating people as well 
as horses. His training 
methods reflect his motto, 
“It’s Never, Ever the Horse’s 
Fault”. 
     Charles’ warm and re-
laxed demeanor has made 
him a favorite at regional 
and national clinics and 
demonstrations. His train-
ing center in Castro Valley, 
California is among the top 
equine educational facili-
ties in Northern California. 
Charles offers extensive 
hands-on learning pro-
grams for every level of 
horsemanship. 

HoW mucH?
I prefer to limit fat 
intake to no more 
than 10% of the to-
tal calories, though 
some athletes are 
fed levels as high as 
20%. For the lightly 
exercised, mature 
1100 lb (500 kg) 
horse, the National 
Research Council 
recommends a 
minimum total diet 
of 20 Mcals per 
day to maintain 
body condition. 
Ten percent would 
be 2 Mcals per day 
from fat. One cup 
(8 fluid ounces or 
240 ml) of oil will 
meet this require-
ment. It weighs 240 

grams and 
at 9 kcals/g, 
provides 2.16 
Mcals. 
 
HoW to 
add?
 When adding 
any amount 
of oil to your 
horse’s feed, 
start with a 
small amount 
(say, one 
tablespoon or 
15 ml). Most 
horses do not 

like oily feed, but 
more important, it 
takes several weeks 
for the horse’s cells 
to become accus-
tomed to metabo-
lizing more fat.

Summary
Short attention 
span, spookiness, 
reluctance to work, 
excessive sensitiv-
ity and alertness 
to surroundings, ir-
ritability, and “hot” 
behaviors can be 
reduced by adding 
fat to the diet. Fat 
is high in calories, 
so limit the amount 
you feed based on 
the horse’s weight 
and his caloric 
need. Omega 3s 
need to be in bal-
ance with omega 
6s, so choose oils 
carefully. And 
finally, build up to 
desired intake by 
starting slowly and 
increasing over 4 to 
6 weeks.

Juliet M. Getty, 
Ph.D. is an interna-
tionally respected 
equine nutritionist 
available for private 
consultations and 
speaking engage-
ments. At www.get-
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 Source: Holland, 
J.L., Kronsfeld, D.S., 
and Meacham, T.N. 
1996. Behavior of 
horses is affected 
by soy lecithin and 
corn oil in the diet. 
J. Animal Sci. vol.74, 
no 6, 1252-1255. 
 2. .  Find more 
dietary approaches 

for improving horse 
behavior in “Feed-
ing and Behavior,” 
#13 in the series: 
Teleseminars on 
Nutrition Topics 
that Concern You, 
available at www.
gettyequinenutri-
tion.com.
3.  "Ponies, minis, 
donkeys and mules 
metabolize fat 

more economically 
than horses and 
are prone toward 
weight gain and the 
insulin resistance 
that results from 
obesity. There-
fore, it is best to 
avoid adding large 
amounts of fat to 
their diets.” 



Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame
 invites public to honor inductees Feb. 2
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The Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame 
& Western Heritage Center (MCHF & 
WHC) extends an invitation to those 
with an interest in Montana’s Western 
Heritage to join in honoring the 2012 
Hall of Fame inductees and kicking 
up their heels at the Black 
Tie & Blue Jeans Benefit Ball 
Saturday, Feb. 2 at the Great 
Northern Hotel Best Western 
Premier in Helena.
      “The past year has been one 
of revitalization and invigoration as 
we selected Big Timber as our head-
quarters,” said MCHF & WHC Presi-
dent DuWayne Wilson. “Two years 
ago, the MCHF & WHC members and 
trustees gave us clear direction that 
set us on a new path toward the ful-
fillment of our mission and vision. We 
have released a three phase develop-
ment plan for our new home and we 
will have much to celebrate and much 
to plan for in the coming year.”
     Brunch will be held on Saturday, 
Feb. 2 at 10:30 a.m. to celebrate the 
notable accomplishments and last-
ing legacies of the inductees to the 
Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame Class 
of 2012. Tickets are $30 per person. 
This year will be the second year the 

MCHF & WHC will honor living induct-
ees. The Black Tie & Blue Jeans Benefit 
Ball will kick off at 6p.m. with a social 
hour and auction preview. This event 
will feature a full buffet of appetizers 
and desserts along with an evening of 

great Western music and enter-
tainment. There will be both a 
silent and live auction featuring 
unique Western items.     
     Tickets are $45 per person.
The event registration deadline is 

Jan. 25, 2013. To download a registra-
tion form, please visit www.montana-
cowboyfame.org, call (406) 653-3800, 
or email cstensland@montanacowboy-
fame.com. A room block is available 
until Jan. 25, 2013 at the Helena Great 
Northern Best Western Premier and 
reservations can be made by calling 
(406) 457-5500.

The mission of the Montana Cowboy 
Hall of Fame & Western Heritage 
Center is “To provide a unique under-
standing of the cowboy way of life, 
Indian culture and roots of our western 
heritage by teaching others the colorful 
history that has shaped our state.” To 
learn more, visit www.montanacow-
boyfame.com.

By Larry D. Jacobson and Kevin A. Janni, 
University of  Minnesota Extension 

ST. PAUL, Minn. —It looks like 2012-13 
could be a year for the Midwest to get hit by 
heavy snow and ice storms, which can leave 
large amounts of  snow and ice on roofs 
of  agricultural buildings. The recent large 
snowfall left over a foot of  snow and ice on 
roofs in central Minnesota, but fortunately 
most of  that snow came off  roofs during 
the warmer temperatures that followed.  
With colder temperatures expected, we 
cannot count on future snowfalls sliding 
off. Trusses and rafters must support the 
increased weight, or roofs may collapse.

University of  Minnesota Extension advises 
that even agricultural buildings with well-de-
signed roofs cannot take excessive (greater 
than 4 to 6 ft.) amounts of  snow. What is 
a “safe” amount of  snow to have on your 
roof  over an extended period of  time?  
An educated guess for the upper Midwest 
(where snow loads are typically at least 20 
lbs. per square ft.) would be 4 ft. of  dry 
snow or 2 ft. of  wet heavy snow and ice. 

The following factors affect the amount 
of  snow that can build up on a roof. They 
include:
•    roof  pitch - snow will not easily slide 
off  flatter roofs (3/12 pitch or less)
•    drifting - wind blowing snow around 
other buildings and trees can create huge 
snow drifts and uneven snow loads
•    ”lean-to” or roofs on other lower build-
ings that “receive” snow or ice sliding off  
another roof  above it
•    shingled or roof  decks which do not 
shed snow and ice as easily as metal roofs
•    roof  valleys or roof  areas which collect 
a lot of  snow

What should be done if  your building 
exceeds the above mentioned “safe” snow 
depths? The simple answer is to get it off  
as soon as possible. Generally, there is 
some time between a large snowfall event 
and possible structural failure. One way to 
remove snow from a roof  is to physically 
get up on the roof  and shovel off  the snow.  
There obviously is a human safety concern 
of  falling off  the roof  when working on 
a snow covered and icy roof. Use ladders, 
safety ropes and take necessary precautions. 
Hire a professional if  possible. 

Other alternatives are the use of  snow rakes 
or specialty tools that can be used from 
the ground or from portable scaffolding. 
Use extreme caution when working near 
overhead electrical power lines. Also avoid 
excessive scraping on the roof  or trying to 
chip off  ice. These practices can damage 
the roof  and lead to leaks.  

There are other methods of  removing snow 
and ice from roofs. One involves warming 
the inside of  the building sufficiently with 
large heaters to melt the ice layer, and then 
waiting for the snow and ice to slide off. 
Obviously, a lot of  heat is necessary for even 
a moderately-sized building, and it must be 
an open-trussed structure (no flat ceiling), 
and have an uninsulated metal roof. Caution 
is necessary to prevent large chunks of  ice 
and snow that slide off  the roof  from falling 
on people, animals or equipment. For flat-
ceiling buildings, putting heaters in the attic 
is generally not recommended because of  
the fire danger and the possibility of  creating 
ice dams along the building's eaves.

A preventive measure to avoid excessive 
snow on building roofs in future years is 
to have effective snow fences and or tree 
(shelterbelts) windbreak for farmsteads and/
or agricultural buildings. Some of  the build-
ings’ roofs that have failed in past years were 
located either too close to shelterbelts and/
or windbreaks or there were no protections 
for the buildings at all.

When placing a snow fence or tree wind-
break, remember that the protected area 
downwind will generally be 10 to 15 times 
the height of  the shelterbelt or fence. Re-
search in Canada has shown that an 80-per-
cent solid fence distributes the snow more 
evenly and gives better protection downwind 
than a solid fence. (If  1 x 10” boards are 
used, you would vertically space them 2.5 
in. apart or with 1 x 8” boards the spacing 
would be 2 in.)  As an example, a 12-ft. high 
windbreak fence (80 percent solid) will pro-
tect from 120 to 180 ft. downwind. Most of  
the snow will drop within the first 30 to 40 
ft. immediately downwind of  the fence/trees 
or roughly within the first 25 percent of  the 
protected area.  

Leaving an area or space for snow to ac-
cumulate is very important when locating a 
machine shed or livestock building down-
wind from a shelterbelt. If  the building is too 
close it will be within this snow drop area, 
and if  too far from the windbreak it will be 
outside of  the wind protection zone.  

Hopefully, the 2012-13 winter will provide 
some opportunity for the accumulated ice 
and snow on roofs to melt or slide off, but 
if  we receive above normal snowfalls with 
cold temperatures, monitor the snow load 
situation on agricultural buildings and take 
appropriate action. Check high risks areas 
and please be extremely careful.   

For more information about protecting your 
home and landscape from winter damage, 
visit www.extension.umn.edu/extreme-
weather and click on “Winter Damage.”

Avoid roof  collapses from snow on 
agricultural buildings

     At both the Colorado Horsemen Con-
vention and the Coalition of State Horse 
Councils meeting last month, author Jill 
Montgomery presented a look at Les-
sons About the Unwanted Horse, the 
new program offered through the Animal 
Welfare Council for youth interested in 
horses. The reception was enthusiastic: 
Evaluation comments from participants 
included “Excellent materials for youth!” 
and “Need to get this to the kids.” The 
“Unwanted Horse” has become an all too 
familiar presence in today’s horse industry, 
as tough economic times and emerging 
cultural trends make rational decisions 
about the care and disposition of animals 
difficult for horse owners. The dilemma is 
complex, and engaging the next genera-
tion of horse owners is critical to realizing 
solutions. 
     The Animal Welfare Council is offering 
Lessons About the Unwanted Horse in a 
6-lesson curriculum that covers the issue 
from a factual and historical perspective. 
AWC is offering the program at no cost 
through its website; it is downloadable 
either as a package or in parts, at www.
animalwelfarecouncil.org. Also, look for 
your youth horse organization to post a 
link from their website to the program this 
winter. 
     Each lesson includes goals, background 
information, a teaching outline, and 
resources for further study, plus student 
activities meant to underscore the lesson 
in various entertaining, lively ways. The 
underlying message reinforced in all six 
lessons is the vital importance of con-
scious, responsible horse ownership. 

Program highlights include: 
• Differentiating livestock from companion 
animals 
• Cultural perceptions about horses 
• Defining and explaining the Unwanted 
Horse 
• The legislative process and pending laws 
affecting horses 
• Current options for disposition of un-
wanted horses 
• Challenges faced by horse rescues and 
sanctuaries 
• Specific costs and obligations of horse 
ownership 
• Evaluation “Jeopardy”-style game 

     Based on current research by acknowl-
edged industry experts, the curriculum is 
suitable for use in youth activity settings 
such as 4-H, Girl or Boy Scouts, or Pony 
Club as well as in traditional classrooms 
and home school programs. Lessons are 
designed for the 10-12 age group, but may 
be easily modified for older students. Each 
lesson is aligned with stated Common Core 
State Standards and may be used to teach 
such skills as mathematics, writing, vo-
cabulary building, reading comprehension, 
civics, understanding statistics, and more. 
Animal Welfare Council members support 
the use of animals in recreation, entertain-
ment, industry and sports. The organiza-
tion is dedicated to advancing the respon-
sible and humane use of animals in these 
activities. For more information about the 
AWC, visit www.animalwelfarecouncil.org 
or contact Jill Montgomery at 719-547-
7677 or Jill.Montgomery@Yahoo.com .

The Animal Welfare Council rolls out 
“Lessons about the Unwanted Horse” 

to Youth Leaders
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Youth & Horses: Annise Montplaisir 
By Ley Bouchard, Editor

     When you take a look around at happily 
successful people, you find people who 
have followed a life-long passion. They 
pursue a career doing what they know 
they enjoy; they start it early and set goals 
to accomplish what they want. 
     Annise Montplaisir knew from the time 
she was a little girl that horses would al-
ways be a part of her life. She is not certain 
about the moment she fell in love with 
horses, but it has been part of her DNA for 
a long time. The 17-year-old teen is certain 
about what she wants in life, how she is 
going to get it and the role horses will play. 
     “I’m not really sure exactly how I got 
into horses. When I was little before we 
moved to our current house we lived near 
a stable. I was always making my mom 
take me there to look at the horses. One 
of my favorites was a gray Arabian mare 
name Callie. I remember one day I was 
feeding her grass out of my hand and she 
bit my finger by accident, and even though 
I was bleeding I didn’t tell my mom be-
cause I was afraid she wouldn’t let me go 
anymore. Besides that I remember watch-
ing horse movies all the time. My favorite 
was the Black Stallion. Personally, I know 
that God has a plan for me and my life, and 
I think that horses were always meant to 
be a part of that plan,” said Montplasir.  
     “My parents have been incredibly sup-
portive in helping me with my horses, and 
I wouldn’t be able to do anything without 
them. I didn’t grow up with horses like 
some kids, but I’ve always loved them. 
When I was 8 years old I decided that was 
the year Santa was bringing me a pony, 
and that was that. My mom tried telling 
me that Santa doesn’t bring ponies for 
Christmas because they’re too big to carry 
in his sleigh. Well it turns out, Santa really 
doesn’t bring ponies, but mom and dad 
do. I really have to commend my parents 
for all that they did all so I could get a 
pony. My mom enlisted the help of her 
cousin who raises Quarter Horses to help 
her find the perfect pony, and my dad built 
a paddock and loafing shed, and eventually 
a barn. I love and appreciate them both so 
much.
     A benefactor of the 4-H horse program 
and former 4-H Ambassador, Annise 
admits, “Ever since I was a toddler I have 
been in love with horses. So naturally, my 
strongest personal interest led me to be 
involved with the 4-H horse program. I 
started out with Ginger, an adorable but 
devious little pony who taught me how 
to hold on tight. I learned from a couple 
of other horses until I ended up with my 
current horse, Misty.  Not only did my 
involvement in the horse project include 
horse shows, but countless horse-related 
projects, demos, speeches, and competi-
tion on horse bowl and hippology teams. 
Currently I am the coach of a junior 4-H 
Horse Knowledge bowl and hippology 
team. 
“My favorite thing that 4H has taught me 
regarding leadership is teaching other 
youth. If you are very knowledgeable and 
passionate about a particular subject or 
project area, it's important to teach oth-
ers about it and pass on your knowledge. 
When you love talking about a particular 
topic and you speak with obvious enthusi-
asm about it, people are going to want to 
listen and learn from you,” Annise contin-
ues. 

     “My leadership role of coaching a junior 
4-H horse bowl and hippology team has 
given me the opportunity to pass on my 
horse knowledge to a group of young girls 
and help them develop a better under-
standing and appreciation for their own 
horses.  Another important lesson that 
4H has taught me is that hard work pays 
off. When you start something-anything, 
whether it is a project, giving a speech, 
or teaching young kids, you'll get out of it 
what you put into it. The greatest rewards 
come only after hard work and dedica-
tion. To me, that is the meaning of 4H … 
Participation in 4H has helped me grow 
in many senses of the word. Not only 
have I grown from being a shy little girl 
into a confident young woman, but it has 
built my character and given me a strong 
work ethic,” said Annise.  “I began my 4-H 
career as a Cloverbud when I was about 5 
years old. I would go to meetings and play 
games with the other kids, and make cute 
little projects for the county fair. Over the 
years I became more involved, and took 
advantage of other opportunities that 4H 
offered, such as the Ambassador Program, 
attending leadership trainings, leading 
project day sessions as well as activities 
within my local club, and holding offices on 
the 4H Federation Board and in my club.”
     Horses have influenced Annise in many 
aspects of her life. “They are so beautiful 
and majestic and trusting. They rely on us 
to take care of them and be kind to them, 

and in turn they allow us to ride them; 
something that is completely against their 
nature and instinct. And they smell really 
good!
     “Horses are very calming and soothing 
to me. I tend to stress myself out quite eas-
ily, as I often times take on way too many 
projects at once and try to do it all per-
fectly. When life starts getting me down, 
I’ll sometimes head out to the paddock 
just to pet the horses and smell them and 
it relaxes me. I love riding bareback, so my 
favorite thing to do is sometimes when 
the gravel roads are wet and nice and soft 
on the horses feet, I just slip a bridle on 
Misty and head out and gallop as fast as 
we can down the road. It is so incredible to 
feel your horse stretching out underneath 
you and the power of their body moving 
so fast. It’s impossible not to forget every 
worry in the world!” 
     The newest member of her stable is 
an 8-year-old gray Quarter Horse mare.  
“Misty is my team-mate and my pride and 
joy. I don’t know what I would do without 
her in my life. She has taught me so much, 
and makes riding an absolute blast. She is 
not a push-button horse by any means, but 
that’s 
part of 
what 
makes 
her so 
fun,” 
contin-

ues Annise.  “Every time I hop on she chal-
lenges me, but this encourages me to be a 
better rider. She is also very athletic, and 
extremely smart. She has a pony mentality, 
always contemplating her next move.” 
     “Honestly, I don’t think that I could live 
without horses. They have been what has 
kept me grounded in life.  I most definitely 
plan on keeping horses in my life. During 
college I hope to compete on a collegiate 
hunt seat team, as well as continue to 
ride and compete with my own horses, 
since I will hopefully be close to home. I 
have decided that as far as a career goes, 
I won’t be happy unless it involves horses. 
I want to be able to go to work every day 
and love my job and be glad that I’m there. 
Someday I hope to find a great guy who is 
supportive of my horse addiction, or is into 
horses himself. Being that having horses 
is such a big venture, I feel that it’s really 
important for couples to share in the work 
and enjoyment, or at least be very sup-
portive to one another’s hobbies. I can see 
where someone who doesn’t exceptionally 
care for having horses would get burnt out 
really fast with all the work involved. And 
as far as my kids go, I actually just asked 

my mom a couple weeks ago 
what I’ll do if my kids don’t like 
horses, haha! My plan is to keep 
my POA pony Ginger (my first 
pony) and teach my kids to ride 
on her.”
      Annise plans to attend a local 
university in the fall of 2013 to 
major in Journalism and Com-
munications with a double minor 
in Spanish and Business. “I’ve 
had the opportunity to travel 
a great deal over the past few 
years, which I am very thank-
ful for, as my travels are part 
of what has made me a well-
rounded person. I believe that 
it’s very important to break out 
of the comfort zone of your own 
town and state and see what all 
the world has to offer you. For 
example, throughout elementary 
school I was educated in the 
Moorhead public school districts 
Spanish immersion program. 
Nearly all of my schooling was 
in Spanish, so I became pretty 
fluent. But I was never grateful 

for this asset until I went on a trip 
last year with my school Spanish 
class to Costa Rica. The experi-
ence was life-changing. Being im-
mersed in the language made me 
develop a great appreciation for 
the ability to speak it, and now 
I plan on continuing my Span-
ish studies in college. Another 
incredible trip experience for me 
was once, on a trip to Louisville, 
Kentucky, my mom and I had the 
opportunity to meet famed  for-
mer jockey Patricia (PJ) Cooksey. 
When I asked her if she could 
give me one piece of advice that 
I could use in life in my pursuit 
of a career in the racing industry, 
she told me to live with compas-
sion. These words of advice have 
served me in all aspects of my 
life, as they are relatable to most 
everything; horses, volunteer 
work, and just people in general.”
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NFR Hilites: Stall, Walker & More National Finals Rodeo
Bareback Go-Round - J.R. Vezain - 86.5
Bareback Gold Buckle - Kaycee Feild
Steer Wrestling Go-Round-Gabe Ledoux-3.30
Steer Wrestling Gold Buckle-Luke Branquinho
Team Roping Go-Round -Driggers/Corkill - 4.0
Team Roping Gold Buckle - Masters/Corkill
Saddle Bronc Go-Round - Cody DeMoss - 86.0
Saddle Bronc Gold Buckle - Jesse Wright
Tie-down Go-Round - Cody Ohl - 7.00
Tie-down Gold Buckle - Tuf Cooper
Barrel Racing Go-Round - Carlee Pierce - 3.57
Barrel Racing Gold Buckle - Mary Walker
Bull Riding Go-Round - Shane Proctor - 86.50
Bull Riding Gold Buckle - Cody Teel

Bareback Riding: Kaycee Field #5
Steer Wrestling:  Luke Branquinho  #52
Team Roping Header: Chad Masters #14
Team Roping  Heeler:  Jade Corkill #17
Saddle Bronc Riding: Jesse Wright  #7
Tie Down Roping: Tuf Cooper #12
Barrel Racing:  Mary Walker #10
Bull Riding:  Cody Teel #21
All Around:  Trevor Brazile #1
     Mary Walker was the winner of the 
Ram Truck Top Gun Award and will 
receive a one-of-a-kind wrapped Ram 
truck, a custom buckle from Montana 
Silversmiths and one-of-a-kind Ram 
Truck Top Gun - branded rifle from Com-
memorative Firearms.

Grand 
ChampionsMy name is Tammy Scheffler and I 

went to Las Vegas to photograph 
the National Finals Rodeo for The 

Valley Equestrian Newspaper. This is what I 
saw and did…
      The National 
Finals Rodeo 
was held at the 
Thomas and Mack 
Center December 
6 – 15, 2012 in Las 
Vegas, Nev. The 
National Finals 
Rodeo (NFR) is the 
culmination of a 
year-long run of 
rodeos through-
out the country. 
But the NFR is 
more than rodeo: 
it is Vegas in the 
winter, Christmas 
shopping at its 
best with The 
Cowboy Christ-
mas Gift Show 
that runs the 

entire length of the National Finals Rodeo. 
Cowboy Christmas is the “longest running 
and only original gift show of the Wrangler 
National Finals Rodeo.”  It is free and open 
to the public and according to the web site 
there are enough wares to keep even the 
most avid shopper entertained all ten days 

and consists of over 300,000 square feet 
of show floor and hosts 300 plus vendors 
from across the United States and Canada. 
In addition, other venues have a Cowboy 
Christmas, too.
      Over at the Sands Expo and convention 
center they had Stetson Cowboy Christmas. 
Covering the entire ground floor you could 
find whatever western items you would 

By Tammy Scheffler

Continued on Page 12

2012 NFR Final 
Standings

Left: Brett Stall, 
Detroit Lakes, 
Minn.;  top left: 
Mary Walker 
rounds a barrel;
Above right: 
Team Roper Turtle 
Powell riding his 
favorite horse, Ve-
gas, who is back 
to health after 
suffering a long 
bout of laminitis. 
 Opposite page: 
Jesse Wright 
from  Milford, 
Utah, number 
one in the PRCA 
World Standings 
with earnings of 
$226,886 going 
into the Wran-
gler NFR, riding 
Saddlebronc; far 
right: Bareback 
rider Steven 
Peebles from 
Redmon, OR.

A Q&A with Mary Walker, 
World Champion Barrel Racer
Editor's Note: The VEN team asked Mary 
Walker for a comment on her recent win 
at the Wrangler National Final Rodeo. 
THat conversation follows: 

VEN:  What was it like riding in the back 
of the truck you won with all the people 

waving and applauding your suc-
cess? 

MW: They told me I had won the 
truck and to get off my horse and 
get in the rear of it so they could 
drive me around the arena. When 
we got into the arena I saw every-
body standing and screaming.  I 
was so excited first for winning the 
truck then to see everybody so 
excited for me ... made me a little 
teary eyed.  I know many of these 
people had followed me through-
out the year and it was for them, 
also.

VEN: Do you have any advice for 
young girls wanting to follow your 
path? 

Continued on Page 12

All NFR Photography by Tammy Scheffler
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For more NFR images by  photographer Tammy Scheffler, go to The Valley Eques-
trian Newspaper Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/VENews.  For 
more information about the contestants, go to: http://www.prorodeo.com/NFR

want or need. Also the South Point Hotel 
and Arena had vendors.  They also had a 
bucking horse sale and roping events hap-
pening during the 10 days of the NFR.  So I 
did a lot of shopping during the days. I also 
would go over the South Point Hotel and 
catch one of the free shuttle buses to the 
Thomas and Mack Center for the rodeo.  
       The Mandalay Bay Convention Center 
has Roper Cowboy Marketplace. In the 
Bayside Hall D there were hundreds of 
exhibitors and demonstrations going on. 
At the Sands Expo and Convention Center 
they had Stetson Cowboy Christmas cover-
ing the entire ground floor you coud find 
whatever western items you would want 
or need. The South Point Hotel and Arena 
had vendors, too, and a bucking horse sale 
and roping events going on during the 10 
days.  
     So I did a lot of shopping during the 
days, then I would go over the South Point 
Hotel and catch one of the free shuttle 
buses tor the Thomas and Mack Center for 
the rodeo. The shuttle buses would bring 

us back to the hotels after the rodeo was 
over, too, and was a great way to get there 
and back.
     I used a Canon EOS 50D with a Canon 
EF 70-200mm f/2.8L IS II USM Telephoto 
Zoom Lens ready to shoot for the 10 days 
coverage of the NFR. The media have a 
room where we meet, get the daily sheets, 
and can set up interviews. 
     Credentialed photographers have a 
place, a stand, like a perch, where we may 
be and take our photos. When the rodeo 
was over I would go back the media room.  
After each performance they had the 
buckle ceremony at the South Point Hotel. 
I did go to that a couple nights. It is open 
to the public, too.  
     Brenda Mays won the average title for 
barrel racing but Mary Walker won the 
world title. The grand champions are the 
ones that won the title of an event for the 
whole ten days which is pretty much the 
same as the final standings. 
     Brett Stall was asked: How gratifying is 
it   to pick up your first win at the NFR, and 

how much pressure 
is off you now that 
you have the first 
buckle?
     Stall said: “It 
takes all of the 
pressure off my 
shoulders; my 
dream has 
come true and 
my goal was 
to win a round 
this year at 
the Finals and 
I did it. And 
that is some-
thing that sets 
itself up for 
my next set of 
goals.”

Bottom left: Khadafy Skoal was the first Wyoming-born-and-raised horse to be voted 
PRCA Bareback Horse of the Year in 1990 and went on to win the award twice more for 
Powder River Rodeo in 1995 and 1996. Starting in 1989, the blue roan gelding went to 
the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo 16 consecutive years and was voted Horse of the NFR 
in 1994, 1996 and 1999.

He also competed in 15 Dodge National Circuit Finals Rodeos (being named top bareback 
horse at the DNCFR a record five times) and 12 Mountain States Circuit Finals Rodeos 
before being retired with his lifelong friend Skoal’s Frontier at the 2004 Wrangler NFR to 
the grassy fields of Riverton, Wyo.

Powder River Rodeo owners Hank and Lori Franzen credit Khadafy Skoal with putting 
their company on the map, helping a relatively new stock contracting firm establish itself 
in the PRCA after buying him from Ray Sanborn in 1989 as a 6-year-old.

“He was electric, he was different, he was amazing, and people wanted to see him,” Lori 
Franzen said. “Hank and I owe an enormous amount of our success to him.”

The Valley Equestrian Newspaper loves older horses!
Tell us about yours!

Send a photo and description (short or long) of your old horse 
(age 25 or 30+) for publication in an upcoming issue

of the Valley Equestrian Newspaper.
Email: thevenews@gmail.com or

mail a photo (with stamped returned envelope) to:
The VEN, PO Box 64, Sabin, MN 56580

All NFR Photos by Tammy Scheffler

Above: Winning Bareback, Wes Stephenson, Lubbock, Texas, on J Bar J Incs. Freckled 
Doll. Below:  Tieing for first in Team Roping Brock Hanson, Casa Grande, AZ, and Ryan 
Motes, Weatherford, TX. 
Bottom left: Kadafy Skoal (story on page 13); bottom right: Charlie Daniels sings for 
the NFR. Page 13. top left: Jade Corkill; middle: Chad Masters; far right: Trevor Brazille;  
left center: shopping at Cowboy Christmas; the bull gets too close and friendly;  bot-
tom right: Luke Branquinho

Mary Walker Conversation 
Continued from pag 10

MW: Get with someone who has been 
down the road.  They can tell you which 
arenas will be best for you and your horse
. 
VEN: What are you doing after the NFR?
MW: We went to the Bahamas for Christ-
mas and had a much needed rest.  I will 
go to the Texas Circuit Finals the 3-5 of 
January then to Odessa.  That will be the 
beginning to the new year.

National Finals Rodeo Photo Review
Continued from page 10

Wrangler National Finals Rodeo Excitement!

Photos
by

Tammy
Scheffler



The Valley Equestrian News        Page 14                                                          www.theveonline.com                                                           January 2013       The Valley Equestrian News        Page 15                                                          www.theveonline.com                                                             January 2013

Appreciation 
in value of a tax-
payer’s farm or 
ranch property 

is often a significant issue 
in the context of the hobby 
loss rule.  Although a “rea-
sonable” expectation of 
profit is not required, the 
profit objective must be 
bona fide.  It is the expec-
tation of gain, and not the 
gain itself, which matters.
     While the maintenance 
of complete and accu-
rate books and records 
is important, it is equally 
important to consider the 
effect that repairs to and 
development of farmland 
has on the growth and suc-
cess of an operation.
      In Fields v. Commis-
sioner, 42 T.C.M. 1220, 
involving a cow-calf activ-
ity, the Tax Court said that 
the taxpayers’ losses were 
explainable in part because 
of costs incurred in devel-
oping the property.  This 
case is important for both 
horse and cattle activities.
      The taxpayer had a 74-
acre farm with residence.  
Various improvements 
were made to the land, 
including pastures, ponds, 
fences and land clearing. 
      The Tax Court held that 
the future resale of the 

developed farmland for a 
profit must be considered 
in evaluating the taxpay-
er’s overall profit motive.
      The Tax Court also 
noted the poor market 
conditions for the sale of 
livestock, and said that 
the taxpayer’s losses were 
“unsurprising” given the 
poor economic climate.  
Moreover, the taxpayer’s 
pastureland was bur-
dened by a drought that 
curtailed the planned 
expansion of the cattle 
herd, and reduced the 
availability of cattle for 
sale.
      This principle applies 
to any horse or livestock 
venture under the hobby-
loss rule:  If the taxpayer’s 
primary intent is to breed, 
sell and/or race horses, or 
to operate a cattle ranch, 
then unrealized apprecia-
tion of the land may be 
considered as part of an 
overall intent to profit 
from activity, irrespective 
of the actual profits.
      This principle is set 
forth in IRS Regulations 
section 1.183-1(d(1):
      “The term `profit' 
encompasses apprecia-
tion in the value of assets, 
such as land, used in the 
activity.  Thus, the tax-

payer may intend to derive 
a profit from the operation 
of the activity, and may 
also intend that, even if no 
profits from current opera-
tions is derived, an overall 
profit will result when ap-
preciation in the value of 
the land used in the activ-
ity is realized since income 
from the activity together 
with appreciation of land 
will exceed expenses of 
operation.”
      In most instances, 
where the land is integral 
to overall operations, the 
holding of the land and 
the horse or livestock-
related activities are con-
sidered a single activity.  In 
such cases the argument 
is that the taxpayers hope 
to reap an eventual profit 
from the resale of the 
farmland, even though 
there might be a history 
of losses on the horse or 
livestock activity itself.
      The IRS will attempt to 
refute this by contesting 
the taxpayer’s valuation of 
the property.  It is there-
fore important to have an 
expert appraisal to sup-
port the valuation.  Also, 
the IRS will argue that the 
holding of the land and 
the horse or livestock op-

Unrealized Appreciation:  
Farmland Value and the Hobby Loss Rule

By John Alan Cohan, Attorney at LawThe country went over the 
"cliff," but, like a bungee 
jumper, after a short fall 
it was pulled back up to 
the precipice.  Congress' 
passage of the American 
Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 
in 2012 and the President's 
signing it in 2013 broke 
the Congressional impasse 
and got the country past 
the Fiscal Cliff for now.  
We now sit on the bench 
next to the sign indicating 
a "Scenic Overlook."  But 
we can relax and enjoy 
the view for only a few 
months, until the delay 
of the across-the-board 
budget cuts expires and 
it comes time to raise the 
U.S. debt limit.  

The following is a summary 
of some of the provisions 
in the new law that will 
affect those in the horse 
industry.  All threshold 
figures assume that the 
taxpayer is married and 
filing a joint return.  A 
taxpayer filing in a different 
status changes the thresh-
olds.  The new law: 
• Permanently extends the 
"middle class tax rates" 
at 25percent, 28 percent, 
and 33 percent for mar-
ried taxpayers earning less 
than $450,000 for 2013 
and thereafter.  For those 
families making over that 

amount, the marginal tax 
rate increases to 39.6 per-
cent,  a 4 percent increase.  
• Extends the Section 179 
expense deduction at 
$500,000 with a phase-
out dollar-for-dollar once 
investment reaches $2 
million.  It applies retroac-
tively for 2012 and extends 
through 2013.
• Extends the current 50  
percent bonus depreciation 
for qualifying new property 
purchased and placed in 
service through 2013.
• Makes permanent the 
capital gains and dividends 
tax rate for married couples 
with incomes below 
$450,000 at zero or 15 
percent.  For those with in-
comes above $450,000 the 
rate for capital gains and 
dividends is set permanent-
ly at 20 percent rather than 
taxing dividend income at 
the same rate as ordinary 
income, now 39.6 percent. 
• Makes permanent 
alternative minimum tax 
relief by increasing the 
exemption and phase-out 
amounts to $78,750 for 
married taxpayers filing 
jointly, both figures indexed 
for inflation.
• Permanently repeals the 
itemized deduction limita-
tion for married taxpayers 
making less than $300,000.  
For families earning more 

than that, deductions 
would still be reduced.  
There was a concern that 
any itemized deduction 
limitation might adversely 
affect taxpayers who 
wager on horseracing, but 
thanks to industry friends 
in Congress who realized 
the unfairness of such a 
limitation, the new law 
exempts wagering losses 
from the overall limitation 
on itemized deductions.  
In other words, wagering 
losses can still be de-
ducted up to the amount 
of wagering winnings on a 
taxpayer's return.
• Makes perma-
nent the estate 
tax exemption at 
$5 million with a 
top tax rate of 40 
percent, indexed 
for inflation.
• Permanently re-
peals the Personal 
Exemption Phase-
out for married 
taxpayers filing 
jointly making 
below $300,000.  
Continues the 
phase-out for oth-
ers. 
• Extends for two 
years the increased 
contribution limits 
and carryforward 
period for contri-
butions of ap-

Congress Moves the Fiscal Cliff - An AHC Washington 
Update:  Existing Tax Changes Made Permanent

preciated real property for 
conservation purposes.

Extends the current Farm 
Bill through September 30, 
2013.

The bill delays for two 
months the automatic 
across-the-board budget 
cuts that were to take 
effect on January 1, 2013 
under "sequestration."  
This means that govern-
ment agencies will continue 
to operate at current levels.  
This also sets the next 
Congressional showdown 

It was New Year’s Eve 
2012 when Rachel 
Spry of rural Milacs 
County Minnesota 

left the farm at 8 a.m. to 
take a run into the city.  
When she returned, the 
entire winter supply of 260 
bales of soft, nice grass hay, 
that was earmarked for 
her older horse stock, was 
gone. 
     The thieves brazenly 
drove into the farmyard, 
through their big, black, 
wrought iron closed gates, 
drove to the hay, took what 
they wanted and left. 
     Spry estimates the value 
of the hay to be between 
$2,060 and $2,600, with 
current hay prices between 
$8-10 a bale in Minnesota 
for small square, 80-pound 
bales.  In other parts of 
the country, hay prices are 
higher because of cur-
rent drought conditions 
throughout North America. 
(See the December issue 
of the Valley Equestrian 
Newspaper for more infor-
mation on the hay shortage 
across America, online at 
www.theveonline.com.)

     Spry owns and operates 
“Miracles of Motion” or 
“MOM,” a 501 (C)(3) horse 
rescue in  Milaca, Minn. 
The stolen hay was intend-
ed for her stock of older 
horses as it was nice and 
soft and would be easier 
on their digestive systems. 
“Sometimes it seems more 
insulting for 
them to take 
from a rescue,” 
Spry said.
     “I left at 8 
a.m. – the sign 
says it is a horse 
rescue – it was 
actually the end of the hay 
for that use – it was the 
hay we use for the older 
horses because it was soft-
er. There have been other 
places that have had hay 
stolen,” indicated Spry. “I 
don’t know how (to make 
up the shortage); I started 
calling around this morn-
ing. It was a lot of hay; we 
usually go through six bales 
a day. We use chopped hay 
on the older horses, too, 
but they need the other all 
day. I don’t know what we 

are going to do.” 
     Spry called the Milaca 
County Sheriff's office who 
responded by coming to 
the scene of the theft. The 
sheriff took the details, 
made a report, took 
photos of the gate, and 
said their office has three 
pending cases of similar 

hay theft. Then 
he told Spry 
about some 
horses and 
asked, “Can you 
take in those 
horses?” and 
told her about 

three horses in need of 
rescue.  Spry said, “Give 
me a couple days to see if 
I can find some hay,” never 
wanting to turn away a 
horse in need. 
    The horses and other 
animals at Miracle of Mo-
tion come from varying 
places. “Animals come 
from humane cases or 
individuals will call us and 
we go to see if the owner 
would want to surrender 
their horse. We met some-
one at the feed store who 
had an old horse she felt 

Rescue Robbed of 'Older Horse' Hay Supply
By Ley Bouchard, Editor

Western
 Saddles: 
• King Youth 
   Series 
• Weaver 
• Double T 
• The Rider
• Saddle King

New & Used 
Boots: 

• Montana 
West 

• Durango 
• Twisted X 

• Tony Lama 
• Ariat 

• Nocona

Halters: 
Cowboy 

• Stockman 
• Zebra print 

and more
• Headstalls 

• Bits 
• Clothing 
• Jewelry

www.gwtackshackinc.webs.com

Junction of US Highway 10 
and County Road 11

Audubon, MN
Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday – Sunday

On site Farrier: Call Koby for appointment: 

2 1 8 . 8 4 9 . 5 3 5 6

she had to put down; it had 
a body condition of one 
and the owner surrendered 
him.  She did not know he 
was as starved as bad as he 
was; she was elderly and 
didn’t know he was in such 
bad shape.” 
     Miracle of Motion has 
been in operation since 
2005 and been incorpo-
rated as a non-profit since 
April of 2012.
     There are reports of hay 
theft all over the country 
due to the shortages and 
high prices. 
     If you or someone you 
know has information 
about the hay theft, please 
contact Milaca Sheriff’s 
Department at: 640 3rd 
Street, Southeast, Milaca, 
MN 56353 or call (320) 
983-8248.  
     If you have hay to 
donate or would like to 
donate to MOM, please 
call 320-369-4747 or email 
info@miracleofmotion.
com.

erations are two separate 
activities--in other words, 
the land was purchased 
primarily for the purpose 
of deriving a profit from its 
appreciation, and that the 
farming activity was collat-
eral to that purpose.  This 
argument will usually fail, 
because in most instances 
the land is integral to the 
horse or livestock venture.
 
John Alan Cohan is a lawyer 
who has served the horse, 
livestock and farming indus-
tries since l98l.  He can be 
reached at: (3l0) 278-0203, 
by e-mail at johnalanco-
han@aol.com, or you can 
see more at his website: 
www.johnalancohan.com.
 
 

J & S Farmer’s Mill
104 5th Avenue SE

Barnesville, MN 56514
218.354.2247

Toll Free: 1.877.521.0150
Home: 218.493.4574

Jim & Sue Heng, Owners

See Jim for all your 
horse feed!

Quality Feed
Pays Off!

for March, when the 
sequestration cuts 
again loom and the 
U.S. will again reach 
its debt limit.  

As always, taxpayers 
should check with 
their personal tax 
advisors to see how 
these changes will 
affect them.  But 
expect to be back at 
the overlook bench 
in 60 days.
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“COWBOY
LEATHER”

We Carry a 
Complete Line of

CODY LEATHER Products!
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Call Shari Today
218.385.3835
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Harlin J. Atkinson, age 90 
of Willow City, passed away 
Wednesday, December 26, 
2012, at his ranch. Funeral 
services were held at 10:00 
A.M. on Saturday, Decem-
ber 29, 2012 at the First 
Lutheran Church in Willow 
City. Burial will be at the 
Memorial Park Cemetery 
of Willow City in the spring. 
Visitation was held on 
Friday beginning at 10:00 
A.M.at the Nero Funeral 
Home in Bottineau. 
     Harlin James Atkinson 
was born June 19th, 1922 
on a farm in Ostby Town-
ship near Willow City, a 
son of Robert Atkinson and 
Freeda (Liebelt) Atkinson. 
He attended the "Semler 
"country school for 8 years, 
and graduated from Willow 
City High School in 1940. 
On November 7, 1942 
he enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corps. 
While at Camp Pendleton, 
Oceanside, California, 
he married Bernice Ruth 
Hanson on April 25th, 
1943. While in the Marine 
Corps, he served in the 
South Pacific. On the way 
to Japan, he flew over the 
ship where the signing to 

end World War II was held. 
He then served with his 
unit in Occupied Japan. He 
was honorably discharged 
November 27th, 1945. He 
returned to North Dakota 
and began farming and 

ranching. 
      He and Bernice raised 4 
children together. He was 
involved in many activities 
throughout his life. Harlin 
enjoyed breeding, training, 
and showing Appaloosa 
horses. He was a charter 
member and president of 
the Rough Rider's saddle 
club. He was past president 
of the North Dakota Ap-
paloosa Horse Association 
and member of the 
Souris Valley Breed-
er's Association. 
Among the many 
trophies, awards 

and ribbons that line the 
arena on his ranch is the 
World's reserve cham-
pion reining horse award 
received at the World's 
Championship Competition 
held in Oklahoma City. 
     He also served on the 
Willow Creek Township 
water board and was a 
member of the American 
Legion and Presbyterian 
Church. 
      He is survived by his 
wife, Bernice Atkinson, 
daughter, Jacqueline 
Fecho (Loren), son, Brian 
Atkinson, (Jodi), son. Van 
Atkinson (Susie), daughter, 
Lisa Atkinson, 10 grand-
children, Renata Prellwitz 
(Gary), Brandon (Lori) 
and Blaine (Dawn) Fecho, 
Tyler (Krystall), Burton 
(Erica) Charles and Spen-
cer (Miranda) Atkinson, 
Cole (Gretchen) and Casey 
Atkinson, Max Peterson 
and 16 great grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death 
by his parents and brother, 
Howard Atkinson. 

Harlin James Atkinson
Retired professor Jill John-
son, DVM, whose inven-
tive teaching and testing 
methods encouraged 
critical thinking and curios-
ity among the veterinary 
and graduate students she 
trained at the Louisiana 
State University College of 
Veterinary Medicine for 
34 years, has received the 
2012 American Association 
of Equine Practitioners’ 
Distinguished Educator 
Award. 

The Distinguished Educa-
tor Award recognizes a 
teacher or mentor who 
has played an integral role 
in the educational and 
professional development 
of veterinary students 
through exceptional skills, 
character, leadership and 
knowledge. Dr. Johnson 
was honored Dec. 4 during 
the President’s Luncheon 
at the 58th Annual Con-
vention in Anaheim, Calif. 

Known for asking ques-
tions to probe her stu-
dents’ minds, Dr. Johnson 
promoted curiosity and 

problem-solving in the 
classroom, in the research 
lab and during examina-
tions in the clinic. Veteri-
nary students, residents, 
interns and younger faculty 
members learned from her 
practical, yet progressive, 
approach to equine medi-
cine. In addition to dissemi-
nating her vast knowledge 
of equine health, Dr. John-
son served on a committee 
charged with improving the 
workplace for women at 
LSU and used her knowl-
edge of computer software 
to build a testing program 
for the American College of 
Veterinary Internal Medi-
cine. 

Dr. Johnson retired from 
LSU in 2011 but continues 
to pursue research projects 
on blood typing/immuno-
genetics, GPS technology 
for racehorses and hospital-
acquired salmonella infec-
tions in horses. 

She received her master’s 
degree and veterinary de-
gree from the University of 
Minnesota. She started her 

veterinary career special-
izing in surgery and internal 
medicine at the newly 
formed LSU veterinary 
school in 1977. Dr. Johnson 
became the first veterinar-
ian at LSU to perform an 
arthroscopy surgery and a 
kidney dialysis, as well as 
the first female veterinar-
ian in the college to be pro-
moted to a full professor. 

The American Association 
of Equine Practitioners, 
headquartered in Lexing-
ton, Ky., was founded in 
1954 as a non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to the 
health and welfare of the 
horse. Currently, the AAEP 
reaches more than 5 mil-
lion horse owners through 
its nearly 10,000 members 
worldwide and is actively 
involved in ethics issues, 
practice management, 
research and continuing 
education in the equine 
veterinary profession and 
horse industry.

AAEP Honors Retired LSU Professor Who Inspired Curiosity 
in Future Veterinarians
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From the Horse's Mouth: 

Oklahoma City, OK - The National Reining 
Horse Association (NRHA) Million Dol-
lar Owner list is small but exclusive and 
includes Lance Griffin (2007), Tim Mc-
Quay (2007), Arcese Quarter Horses U.S.A 
(2008), Rosanne Sternberg (2010) and Ran-
cho Oso Rio (2012). Officially, David Silva, 
Sr. wrote his name on that elite list during 
the 2012 NRHA Futurity 
when his reining horses 
helped push him over 
the million dollar mile-
stone. David Silva, Sr. is 
the sixth NRHA Million 
Dollar Owner.
 
At the NRHA Futurity, 
Nuthin But Hollywood 
(Hollywoodstinseltown 
x Nuthin Chic by Smart 
Chic Olena) and Chex 
From Tinseltown (Hol-
lywoodstinseltown x Le-
nas Ruby Chex by Smart 
Peppy Lena) earned 
money in the NRHA Fu-
turity Prime Time Open 
along with Gunners Tin-
seltown (Gunner x Miss 
Tinseltown by Great Red Pine) who took 
the title of NRHA Futurity Open Reserve 
Champion and Prime Time Open Champi-
on. All three entries were ridden by NRHA’s 
newest Three Million Dollar Rider and Hall 
of Fame inductee Tim McQuay. David Silva, 
Sr.’s entries won nearly $146,000 raising 
Silva’s NRHA Lifetime Earnings as an owner 
to over $1,057,000.
 
Top NRHA money-earning horses currently 
owned by David Silva, Sr. include:
  
•   Hollywoodstinseltown 
(Hollywood Dun It x Miss 
Tinseltown by Great Red Pine): 
$185,000 NRHA LTE, bred by 
David Silva, Sr., 2007 NRHA Fu-
turity Prime Time Open Cham-
pion and Open finalist ridden 
by Tim McQuay, 2009 National 
Reining Breeders Classic (NRBC) 
Intermediate Open Champion 
ridden by Marco Ricotta, 2009 
NRHA Derby Open Reserve 

Champion and Intermediate Open Champi-
on ridden by Marco Ricotta, 2010 Alltech® 
FEI World Equestrian Games Team U.S.A. 
Gold Medalist ridden by Tim McQuay
•   Gunners Tinseltown: $152,000 NRHA 
LTE, bred by David Silva, Sr., 2012 South-
west Reining Horse Association Futurity 
fifth place, 2012 NRHA Futurity Open 

Reserve Champion 
and Prime Time Open 
Champion ridden by 
Tim McQuay
•   Miss Tinseltown 
(Great Red Pine x Ms 
Holywood Showtime 
by Docs Showtime): 
$114,000 NRHA LTE. 
1997 NRHA Futurity 
Open fourth place rid-
den by Tim McQuay, 
1998 NRBC Open Re-
serve Champion ridden 
by Tim McQuay, 1999 
NRBC Open Champion 
ridden by Tim McQuay
 
David Silva, Sr. and his 
wife Bonnie own Silva 
Reining Horses in Pilot 

Point, Tex.
 
Incorporated in 1966, the National Reining 
Horse Association is the standard-setting 
body for the sport of Reining. NRHA, with 
their International Headquarters in Okla-
homa City, is responsible for promoting 
the sport of Reining and working to ensure 
the highest standards of competition. To 
learn more about the NRHA, its programs 
and family of corporate partners, visit 
nrha.com.

Lexington, KY- The United States Equestrian 
Federation (USEF) is pleased to announce 
the names of three equestrians who have 
been selected to receive the year's most 
coveted awards. Awarded by the USEF, 
the Lifetime Achievement Award, Junior 
Equestrian of the Year, and the Pegasus 
Medal of Honor will be presented dur-
ing the Pegasus Awards gala on Saturday, 
January 19, at The Henry Clay in Louisville, 
Kentucky. The winner of the Equestrian of 
the Year Award will be announced at the 
Pegasus Awards. More information is avail-
able here:  http://www.usefnetwork.com/
featured/2013USEFAnnualMeeting/
 

Lifetime Achievement Award
- Joe Fargis -

      Joe Fargis of Middleburg, Virginia has 
been a leading figure in the sport of jump-
ing for more than 40 years. Fargis' influ-
ence spans the entire scope of the sport as 
he has
      Joe Fargis (USEF Archive/Tish Quirk)
served as a competitor, trainer, administra-
tor, and leader. For his undying support 

and incred-
ible legacy, 
Fargis 
has been 
awarded 
the 2012 
USEF 
Lifetime 
Achieve-
ment 
Awarded 
and will 
receive the 
Jimmy A. 

Williams Lifetime Achievement Trophy at 
the Pegasus Awards gala.
      Fargis has a long list of accomplish-
ments in the competition arena. He made 
his first of more than 30 FEI Nations Cup 
appearances in 1970 in Lucerne, Switzer-
land, beginning his legacy as a stalwart on 
U.S. teams. In 1975, Fargis helped the U.S. 
secure Team Gold at the Pan American 
Games in in Mexico City, Mexico. Nine 
years later at the 1984 Olympic Games in 
Los Angeles, Fargis won Team and Indi-
vidual Gold with Touch of Class. The pair's 
epic performance set an Olympic record as 
they faulted only a single time throughout 
the competition (they jumped clear over 
90 of 91 obstacles). Fargis furthered his 
legacy in the 20th century winning Team 
Silver at the 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul 
and representing the U.S. at the FEI World 
Equestrian Games in Stockholm in 1990. 
Additionally, he twice topped the North 
American East Coast League in qualifying 
for the FEI World Cup Final.
      Fargis' legacy, however, is more than 
just as a competitor. His Sandron Farm is a 
renowned training facility that has helped 
shape the careers of many of the best 
horses and riders in the country. 
 

Junior Equestrian of the Year 
- Hunter Chancellor -

      At just 17-years-old Hunter Chancel-
lor is already epitomizing the dedication, 
skill and sportsmanship that are required 
to reach the top of equestrian sport. As a 
junior at Mater Dei Catholic High School 
Chancellor, an Evansville, Indiana native, 
actively participates in American Saddle-
bred competitions while maintaining a 3.99 
GPA. For her talent, integrity and contribu-

tions to the equestrian world, Chancellor 
will be awarded the Ruth O'Keefe Meredith 
Memorial Trophy as the 2012 Junior Eques-
trian of the Year.
      Chancellor already boasts an extensive 
resume that includes 145 career wins and 26 
World Championship titles. In 2012 she has 
earned 
victories 
at the 
National 
Horse 
Show 
Saddle 
Seat 
"Good 
Hands" 
Finals 
Champi-
onship, 
and the USEF Saddle Seat Medal Finals, a 
competition she won reserve honors at in 
2010 and 2011. Chancellor is a National 
Honor Society member and is currently in 
Parys, South Africa competing as part of the 
U.S. team at the Saddle Seat World Cup.
      Hunter is also an active participant in 
numerous extra-curricular and philanthropic 
endeavors. She is a member of the Mater 
Dei High School Cheer Team, Pep Club, 
Service Committee, and Prom Committee. 
Additionally, she spent time in 2012 as an 
intern for John Boehner, Speaker of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. Chancellor is also 
the founder of the non-profit organization 
Horses Against Hunger, an organization that 
has strived to get young riders, farms, and 
stables involved in the fight against hunger 
since 2011.
 

Pegasus Medal of Honor 
- Linda Zang - 

The Pegasus Medal of Honor was created 
as an annual award to recognize individuals 
who have exhibited outstanding service to 
horses and equestrian sport. These dedi-
cated individuals have engaged the commu-
nity in their passion for horses through their 
work in the industry. This year's winner, 
Linda Zang, has been inspiring and educat-
ing for more than 30 years.
      Zang, of Davidsonville, Maryland, has 
been a prominent figure in the sport of dres-
sage in the U.S. and Europe. As a competitor, 
she rode on U.S. 
teams at the 1978 
World Champion-
ships, 1979 Pan 
American Games, 
and 1980 Alternate 
Olympic Games. As 
an official her influ-
ence has been far 
reaching. She has 
judged at numer-
ous FEI World Cup 
Finals as well as at 
the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympic Games 
and throughout 
the world. As a Technical Delegate, Zang 
officiated at the 1999 Pan American Games 
and the 2004 Athens Olympic Games. She 
has also paid great service to the sport in 
administrative roles as a former member of 
the USEF Board of Governors, USEF Hearing 
Committee, and FEI Dressage Committee. 
She currently serves as a member of the 
USEF Licensed Officials Committee and Ad 
Hoc CDI Committee. Zang is also a renowned 
trainer, having coached many prominent 
horses and riders.

David Silva, Sr. is
NRHA’s Sixth Million Dollar Owner

USEF Award 
Winners Announced

Parys, South Africa - On Saturday, De-
cember 8, the Saddle Seat World Cup 
sponsored by Impondo Mining and Live 2 
Learn concluded with second round per-
formances from the Three-Gaited sections 
of the Saddle Seat World Cup teams. After 
a stellar presentation of rail work, the U.S. 
Three-Gaited team set the stage for lead-
ing pattern work scores in both groups. 
With strong performances all week, hopes 
were high that both the U.S. Three- and 
Five-Gaited sections would bring home 
the Gold medals.

The official results were announced at 
the Closing Ceremonies that evening, and 
since the rail work scores had not been 
posted, there was much anticipation of 
who would claim the Saddle Seat World 
Cup titles. The U.S. riders claimed the 
Gold medal in the Five-Gaited section, 
solidifying all of the hard work and sup-
port the riders had received over the past 
year. Coached by Sandra Currier (Belville, 
TX) and Brent Jacobs (Georgetown, KY), 
Hunter Chancellor (Evansville, IN), Angela 
Darrow (Hartland, WI), Drew Taylor Hewitt 
(Bermuda Run, NC), Ali Judah (Louisville, 
KY), and team captain Nick Maupin (Sus-
sex, WI) took the podium to receive their 
Gold medals and the Five-Gaited World 
Cup trophy, sponsored by Saddle & Bridle 
magazine. The Republic of South Africa 
was awarded the Silver medal and Canada 
received the Bronze, while the teams from 
Germany and Sweden, in its first appear-
ance at the World Cup since the 1990's, 

The U.S. Five and Three-
Gaited Section Gold medalists

received honorary awards for their partici-
pation in the event. 

 The dominance of the U.S. riders was evi-
dent as the U.S. Three-Gaited section also 
claimed the Gold medal. With the guid-
ance of coaches Cindy Mugnier (Belcher-
town, MA) and Kristen Cater (Dunbarton, 
NH), and support of David Cater, Kent 
Swalla, and alternate Kristen Smith (Crest-
wood, KY), riders Brooke Boyer (Johnston, 
IA), Emily Chapman (Tucson, AZ), Brooke 
Jacobs (Georgetown, KY), Alexandra Law-
son (North Salem, IN), and team captain 
Abigail Muturx (St. Louis, MO) boosted 
the team to a Gold medal and the Three-
Gaited World Cup trophy, sponsored by the 
Republic of South Africa. The Silver medal 
went to the Republic of South Africa and 
the Bronze medal went to Canada. 

In this first year under USEF, the U.S. 
Saddle Seat World Cup team won both 
Gold medals for the first time since 2006. 
Special thanks to the extended team of 
U.S. including the parents of the team 
members and the team supporters who 
made it possible for this team to achieve 
such excellence. To see our valued sup-
porters, please visit: http://www.usef.
org/_IFrames/breedsDisciplines/discipline/
allsaddleSeat/TeamSupporters.aspx

For more information, please contact Lori 
Nelson, USEF Assistant Executive Director, 
National Affiliates, at lnelson@usef.org.

Above: The U.S. Five-Gaited Section Gold medalists. 
Below: The U.S. Three-Gaited Section Gold medalists (Photos by R. Millin)

Lexington, KY - The United States Eques-
trian Federation (USEF) is pleased to 
announce the winners of two prestigious 
awards in the discipline of Endurance, 
the Maggy Price Endurance Excellence 
Award and the Brunjes Junior/Young 
Rider Trophy. The awards will be present-
ed at the USEF Horse of the Year Awards 
gala and dinner on Friday, January 18, 
2013 at the Louisville Marriott Down-
town in Louisville, Kentucky. 
     The Maggy Price Endurance Excel-
lence Award, sponsored by Gold Medal 
Farm, and 
Larry and 
Valerie 
Kanavy, is 
in memory 
of Maggy 
Price, 
who was 
the 1992 
FEI World 
Endurance 
Champion-
ship Silver 
medalist 
instrumen-
tal in the 
develop-
ment of in-
ternational 
endurance 
in the U.S. 
The award 
is present-
ed to the 
Endurance 
Rider Ranking List athlete with the most 
points earned in the competition year. 
     Heather Reynolds had a remarkable 
year claiming top honors at numerous 
endurance races in 2012. She began her 
year with a win at the Goethe Benefit 
Challenge CEI2* aboard her own Ta 
Tiran. Reynolds finished first with her 
husband Jeremy Reynolds' Stirgess at the 
FITS 160 km race and came in fourth a 
month later at the CEI3* USA Team Trial 
riding her own Riverwatch. At the Zone 
Team Endurance Challenge, she finished 
first in two races on her own horses - in 
the CEI2* with Bound for Honor and the 
CEI3* with Chanses. Reynolds finished 
out her year of strong performances by 

Reynolds and Kimbler to Receive Top Endurance 
Awards at Annual Meeting

 
From the USEF Communications Department

representing the U.S. aboard Riverwatch at 
the Longines FEI World Endurance Cham-
pionship, where the U.S. team claimed 
fourth place. 

McCamey Kimbler
Aberdeen, SD

     The Brunjes Junior/Young Rider Trophy 
is presented to the Endurance Rider Rank-
ing List Junior/Young Rider athlete with 
the most points earned in the competition 
year. The Trophy is awarded in memory of 
Kathy Brunjes, who was a successful endur-

ance athlete and an active 
supporter of the Junior/
Young Rider program.
     Seventeen-year-old Mc-
Camey Kimbler had a stel-
lar year, starting off with 
a win in February at the 
FITS CEIJY2*, riding Jeremy 
Olson's Noslo's Banjara. 
Her success continued with 
an impressive showing at 
the CEI3* USA Team Trial, 
finishing in 19th place on 
Samantha Sandler's Elliptic 
among the nation's top 
endurance riders. Kimbler 
had additional wins at the 
Spruce Woods CEIJY2* 
on Kelsey Kimbler's HV 
Cimmarons Goliath and at 
the Zone Team Endurance 

Challenge 
CEIJY2* 
on Kirsten 
Kimbler's 
Fringant.
     For 
more in-
formation 
about the 
2013 USEF 
Annual 
Meeting 
visit http://
www.usef.
org/con-

Heather Reynolds (left) riding Riverwatch at the 
2012 Longines FEI World Endurance Champi-
onship (Merri Melde)

Industry News

McCarney Kimbler by SusanJStickle

The Valley Equestrian Newspaper
Box 64 • Sabin, MN • 56580

thevenews@gmail.com

Do you have an old photo or a story to share?
If so, we’d love to 
hear from you! Send 
your old photo (with 
caption) or news 
story to us and share 
it with readers  
nationwide! If you 
wish to have your 
photo returned, 
please include a self-
addressed stamped 
envelope.

Please mail submissions to:

J & S Farmer’s Mill
104 5th Avenue SE

Barnesville, MN 56514
218.354.2247

Toll Free: 1.877.521.0150
Home: 218.493.4574

Jim & Sue Heng, Owners

See Jim for all your 
horse feed!

Quality Feed
Pays Off!
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Horse Boarding
3 Gems Tack & Stables

1175 85th Ave NW, 
Moorhead, MN

text/call 
701-306-4478   

3GT@3GemsTack.com
www.3GemsTack.com

Offering indoor/outdoor 
boarding, lessons, 

indoor/outdoor arenas, 
round pen, trails, 

4-H club and more.

At some point in 
time, most horses 
have experienced 
colic. Some horses 

are prone to it; some 
aren’t. However, there are 
several mitigating factors 
that contribute in whole 
or part to whether colic 
visits a horse. Broadly, they 
include nutrition, envi-
ronmental conditions and 
management—all of which 
may, in some ways, be 
intertwined meaning some 
portions can be a result of 
all the subheads or indi-
vidually based. All three, 
can, in some ways, also 
help prevent colic as well as 
contribute to it.

Environmental 
Stresses
     Environmental stresses 
may include, but are not 
limited to, transportation, 
training and weather. Ex-
ternal stimuli have a great 
influence during transporta-
tion and training, yet small 
modifications can make 
big differences. Comfort, 
lack of stress and routine, 
which can also come under 
management, can be a 
preventer.
     Weather, of course, is 
another story. When the 
atmospheric pressure 
changes (as it is prone to 

Winter Warning: Hanging Chads
do) and sudden dips in hot 
and cold fluctuate rapidly, 
colic can run rampant as 
most veterinarians will 
testify. While weather is 
certainly not manageable, 
there is a degree of predict-
ability and certain steps can 
be taken to help minimize 
the impact.

Nutrition
     Another major compo-
nent, in colic prevention, 
is nutrition. Water is, first 
and foremost, the most 
important element of a 
horse’s diet, regardless of 
the weather. Contrary to 
some beliefs, horses simply 
cannot get enough water 
from eating snow in the 

winter. In many states, in-
cluding Minnesota, the law 
states that horses must be 
provided with water. 
In part, MN state statute 
346.38. Equines, Subd. 3., 
says: “Equines must be pro-
vided with clean, potable 
water in sufficient quan-
tity to satisfy the animal’s 
needs or supplied by free 
choice. Snow or ice is not 
an adequate water source.”
Not only is providing water 
important, but the temper-
ature of the supplied water 
also plays a crucial role in 
preventing colic.
     Feed, of course, also 

plays a major part and 
supplements containing 
prebiotics and probiotics 

like HS-35, nutraceuticals 
like 911 Emergency Crisis 
Care paste, Performance 
Equine Gel and DFM’s 
(direct-fed microbials), for 
example, all play a signifi-
cant role.
     Another common and 
popular product that horse 
owners use is pure Apple 
Cider Vinegar (ACV). Many 
feed ACV on a daily basis 
for its many attributes, but 
some naturalists recom-
mend feeding two ounces 
of ACV (not distilled) when 
temperatures take a sud-
den drop, especially during 
a cold snap, to help balance 
the pH in the horse’s gut. 
Interestingly, horses seem 
to like ACV although it can 
also be an acquired taste so 
it is best to slowly acclimate 
with a small amount mixed 
in the feed with a gradual 
increase. Yet, others add it 
to the water.

Management
     Management includes 
many things in addition 
to water and forage/fiber 
(the two things that are 
required for a horse’s diges-
tive system to function 
properly), such as stabling 
conditions, overcrowding, 
inoculations, de-worming, 
trauma, injury and many 
other risk factors too 
numerous to list. However, 
the goal of this article is to 
look at a lesser known evil 
that lurks on every bale 
of hay—a “winter” warn-
ing tale that encompasses 
anyone who feeds hay, 
regardless of the time of 
year, with a focus on the 

small square bales.
Obviously hay quality is 
extremely important—no 
dust, no mold, no blis-
ter beetles, no noxious 
weeds, etc. But what else 
is there to look for?

The Hanging 
Chad

     Beware of the hanging 
“chad!” Say what? Isn’t a 
hanging chad some sort 
of political fiasco? Yes, of 
course, but the “hang-
ing chad” also pertains 
to a fragment of twine 
that is left behind when 
the hay baler knots and 
cuts the twine after the 
bale is complete. These 
little pieces lurk on nearly 
every hay bale. Some are 
partially attached; some 
are not. Those that fall off 
easily get mixed in with 
the rest of the hay and 
are consumed. So, why is 
that important? Won’t the 
digestive system handle 
it? Not all of them pass 
through. Some may, in 
fact, accumulate and form 
a wad, which leads to 
impaction, which leads to 
extreme pain, surgery (if 
the horse is lucky), which 
leads to prohibitive costs 
in many cases, not includ-
ing the pain and suffering 
of both horse and owner 
as well as an uncertain 
future for the animal.
      This “hanging chad” is 
not attached to the twine, 
but it is attached to the 
hay and would be con-
sumed if not removed.
    Case in point: a 12 year 
old purebred Arabian 
mare coliced for an un-
known reason. After sev-
eral days of being treated 
by the local veterinar-
ian, she was transported 
to Bullock’s Veterinary 
Hospital, a surgical facility, 
in Sac City, IA. Dr. Bullock, 
who specializes in equine 
care, performed surgery 
and, fortunately, was able 
to “massage” the obstruc-
tion through the intestines 
without cutting them 
open (thus removing the 
likelihood of future scar 
tissue).   The obstruction? 
Several pieces of wadded 
up, “hanging chads” of 
nylon twine that had ac-
cumulated over the winter 
feeding season! The 
result? The mare aborted 
her 45 day old fetus, but 
carried four more foals to 
full term and is now 26 
years old and still going 
strong. She has never had 
a re-occurrence of any 
type of colic. Needless to 
say, the owner is zealous 
about hunting down these 
small pieces of twine be-
fore feeding and does not 

Reach Your 
Target Market

For Reasonable and Competitive Rates 
Contact:

Dave Olson @ (701) 566.3704

Kari Hagstrom @ (320) 766-2620

Advertise  Your Products 
and Services in the
Valley Equestrian 

Newspaper 
and

purchase bales with nylon 
twine anymore.

Twine Removal
In addition to being vigi-
lant about hanging chads, 
twine removal is an inte-
gral part of clean up. Just 
because they are several 
feet long doesn’t mean 
the horse won’t pick up 
them either inadvertently 
with their hay or through 
boredom or curiosity. In 
most cases, they may not 

By Faye Ahneman-Rudsenske
Photos credit: Jennie’s Equine Photography

swallow it; but why take 
the risk? In addition to colic 
impaction, choke is another 
hazard. The small amount 
of time that it takes to pick 
up hanging chads or twine 
not only aborts suffering, 
heartbreak and financial 
worry, but could save a life 
of a favorite horse.

Oftentimes small pieces of twine 
are missed and taken out to
 unsuspecting consumers. 

Complete Equestrian Company 
* Lessons-Training-Clinics * Horse 

* Education & Adventures * 
Lakeville, MN 612-414-7597

Watch our Facebook page for free
classified ads in print and online in our 

scrolling event calendar!

Top left: 
Hanging Chad; 

MIddle Left: 
 Disaster

 waiting to 
happen. 

Bottom left: 
Hay pieces get 
dropped, twine 
gets lost, bored 

horses play 
with it.  

'this “hanging 
chad” is not 

attached to the 
twine, but it is 
attached to the 

hay and would be 
consumed if not 

removed.'
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  Bridal Guide
in the Valley Equestrian Newspaper

February issue

                                    Jan. 21 (if we design)
                                      Jan. 25 (camera ready)

                            Call for
                                Great AD Rates

Advertising Consultants
Kari Hagstrom
(320) 766-2620

kari.venews@hotmail.com

David Olson
(701) 566-3704

Dave.VENews@gmail.com

Read our February issue for help planning your 
special cowgirl wedding and honeymoon. 

Ad Deadline:




