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BreyerFest Rocks the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington
BreyerFest Denim & Diamonds Sparkled!

Breyer’s 24th annual gathering 
of model horse fans and horse 
lovers was a resounding success 
with thousands of guests traveling 
from all over the world to enjoy 
fantastic equine performances, 
pony rides, dock-diving dogs,  an 
exotic petting zoo, and to cel-
ebrate the world of model horses. 

BreyerFest Denim & Diamonds, 
July 19-21 at the Kentucky Horse 
Park, Lexington, KY,  Celebration 
Horse was Smart and Shiney 
owned by musician Lyle Lovett 
and shown by his trainer, re-
nowned reining champion Tim 
McQuay. The gorgeous palomino 
was hugely popular with guests 
who thronged around Tim at 

every possible chance for an au-
tograph. (See cover image lower 
right.)

Other top performers included 
Australian Dan James of Double 
Dan Horsemanship, winner of 
the 2012 Road to the Horse 
competition.  Dan thrilled the 
audiences with his liberty and 
fire acts as well as his quick wit 
and horsemastership!  Another 
top champion was Russell Dilday 
with Topsails Rein Maker, three-
time World Champion working 
cow horse who demonstrated his 
cow skills with a human target, 
Didday's nine-year-old son, Colt.  
Mary Miller Jordan, mustang ad-
vocate and horse trainer brought 

her Lindsay’s Faith (who has a 
Breyer portrait model) as well as 
Flying Colors, the mustang she 
will compete with in this year’s 
Mustang Million.  Her ring work 
was complemented by her theme 
song written and sung by country 
star Templeton Thompson.  Trick 
horse trainer Sue DeLaurentis 
featured Lady C, a flat-shod Ten-
nessee Walking Horse, formerly 
owned by Sheryl Crow, in fun per-
formances that the crowd loved!  

Rounding out the guest horses 
were Appaloosa champion Lil 
Ricky Rocker,  champion Welsh 
Pony Stallion Brookside Pink Mag-
num and miniature donkey Ten-
nessee Titan, all Breyer portrait 
models, along with Lady C.

With model 
horse shows, 
the hands-on-
hobby booth, 
workshops, 
seminars, and 
more, there 
were lots of ac-
tivities for both 
model horse 

collectors and fans to participate 
in.  BreyerFest hosted the Eastern 
Regional Splash Dogs Champion-
ships for dock-diving dogs to the 
great delight of spectators!  

Two other endlessly popular 
areas were the Craft Activity Tent 
featuring Stablemates painting, 
face painting and jugglers as well 
as the Kids Jumping Area where 
kids competed against each other 
over a jumping course with time 
and faults to count.  With a cham-
pionship round held for prizes 
each day, kids raced round and 
round the course every day!

Next year, in 2014, Breyer will 
host its 
25th an-
niversary 
BreyerFest 
at the 
Kentucky 
Horse Park 
from July 
11-13, 
2014.  So 
mark your 
calendars 
for our 

Photos:  1.  Russell Dilday aboard 
Topsails Rien Maker shows off his 
skills using son Colt as his ‘cow.’
2. Wee Ones Farm’s Tennessee 
Titan was popular with everyone.
3. Splash Dogs Eastern Regional 
Championships were held at 
BreyerFest
4. 2012 Road to the Horse winner 
Dan James of Double Dan Horse-
manship
5.  Mustang advocate and horse 
trainer Mary Miller Jordan 
and country singer Templeton 
Thompson
6. Sue De Laurentis’s trick horse 
Lady C
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FREESTYLE MEDALS GO TO UHLIR AND TETREAULT AT 2013 ADEQUAN/FEI NORTH 
AMeRiCAN JuNioR & YouNG RiDeR CHAMPioNSHiPS PReSeNTeD BY GoTHAM NoRTH

By Jennifer Wood

Lexington, KY – on Saturday, June 
20, dressage riders competed for 
their Freestyle Individual medals 
in the Rolex Stadium at the 2013 
Adequan/Fei North American 
Junior & Young Rider Champion-
ships presented by Gotham North 
(NAJYRC). Ayden uhlir (Region 
6) and Sjapoer won their second 
Individual Gold medal of the week 
in the Young Rider division. Lau-
rence Blais Tetreault and Lowelas 
also won another Gold medal in 
the Junior division. Endurance 
riders competed in their 75-mile 
race yesterday, and it was Cassan-
dra Roberts (Team USA Southeast) 
who won the race for the Gold 
medal with Viktory Banner. The 
USA Southeast team took Gold in 
endurance.
      The top 15 Individuals ad-
vanced to the Freestyle Champi-
onship today and were judged by 
Bernard Maurel (FRA) at e, Linda 
Zang (uSA) at H, Jane Ayers (uSA) 
at C, Martin Richenhagen (GeR) 

at M, and Annette Fransen-iaco-
baeus (SWE) at B.
      The highest score of the day 
went to Ayden uhlir (18, Kirkland, 
WA) and Sjapoer, her 14-year-old 
KWPN gelding by Contango. They 
had judges’ scores of 74.000% at 
e, 68.375% at H, 73.625% at C, 
73.625% at M, and 71.250% at 
B for a total of 72.175% and the 
Gold medal.
     Uhlir showed no loss of con-
centration when her music went 
out as she did tempis down the 
diagonal. She continued with her 
test without a hiccup and when 
the music came back on again, 
she was in time and finished as 
her music ended. “i'm pretty hap-
py with it even though my music 
went out,” she smiled. “Two years 
ago I probably would have had a 
conniption, but i think it shows 
progress that i kept my cool.”
     She explained, “i was on time 
with my music when it went out. 
I just stayed on my exact pace. I 
knew that when the music would 
come back on, i'd be where i was 

supposed to be. I didn't 
let the music affect me in 
any way. I knew my pat-
tern, i just rode it, and it 

Photos 
by 
Ley 

Bouchard

all worked out in the end.”
     Uhlir revamped her Freestyle 
music for Sjapoer since last year 
and this was the first time they 
performed it in competition. 
“This year I wanted to do some-
thing that was maybe a little 
bit classier. i really think it fits 
Sjapoer really well,” she said. “He 
just has that special quality about 
him that makes him so fancy. We 
needed to find the music that fits 
his personality and not the music 
that I just wanted to get. I'm re-
ally happy with my Freestyle.”
Although she won Gold Friday, 
Uhlir “didn't have any expecta-
tions at all” for today. “i had to 
forget about yesterday and I was 
riding a completely new day. It 
worked well because I didn't feel 
as much pressure and was focus-
ing on what we had to do at that 
moment,” she related. “i was very 

happy and it was a good end to 
our last Young Riders year.”
    Jamie Pestana (20, Livermore, 
CA) and Winzalot had another 
Silver medal performance with 
a score of 70.975%. Their scores 
were e: 66.625%, H: 70.250%, 
C: 70.750%, M: 74.750%, and B: 
72.500%.
     She said of her test, “i was 
pretty happy with my test. There 
were a few things that could have 
gone better, but overall i was 
really happy with his attitude. 
He really likes his extended trots, 
so those were fun. Some of his 
tempis were good today. He felt 
really rideable.”
     Her pop rock music included 
tracks from Nickelback, Pink, and 
the Slumdog Millionairesound-
track. “It really clicked with Win-
zalot; he kind of picked the music 
for me,” she said.

     After this success, they are 
“taking it slow and seeing” what 
future plans will be. “Usually 
when I try to make plans with 
my horse, they go awry,” she said 
wryly. “We'll see how the year of 
training goes.”
     The Bronze medal went to 
Tanya Strasser Shostak (18, St. 
Adele, QB, CAN) on Action Tyme, 
a 13-year-old oldenburg stal-
lion by Aktuell with a score of 
70.500%. Their judges’ scores 
were e: 68.500%, H: 72.875%, 
C: 70.250%, M: 73.000%, B: 
67.875%.
     Action Tyme has been com-
peting at the Grand Prix level for 
years with Tanya's mother, evi 
Strasser, and it took time and con-
vincing for Tanya to get the ride 

Jamie Pestana (USA) riding 
Winzalot

Contessa Wise riding
 Gaberdeen (Canada)

uSA Jumping team from left: Kate Morrison, Lillie Keenan, 
 Charlotte Jacobs.

Canadian Jacqueline Steffens Canadian Jumping Team 

Riders frolic in the heat with water pistols after the jumping com-
petition Saturday afternoon, July 20 at the NAYJR Championships.

Guila Cohen, Reg. 8, riding Lasserre

Talia Hershaft, Reg. 5, riding Westfalia at the Class 4 Young Rider 
individual Championships of the NAJYR in Lexington Kentucky.

Stephanie Thomson sliding 
stop with Jacs Docsan

Continued on page 19

Left: Hannah Von 
Heidegger Reg. 10
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     Cover clockwise from top: A view of the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington, 
Kentucky, that hosted the Adequan/Fei North American Junior Young Rider 
Championships presented by Gotham North July 17 -21. The VeN team covered 
the reining, jumping, and dressage events July 19-20. See more photos and the 
story on page 3. 
     Lower right: Musician Lyle Lovett’s Smart and Shiney was the BreyerFest 
Celebration Horse whose Breyer model was received by every three-day ticket 
purchaser.  Smart and Shiney was presented at BreyerFest by reining legend 
Tim McQuay.
      Lower left:  Welsh Pony stallion Brookside Pink Magnum shows his mild side 
with a young lady. More BreyerFest info on page 2. 
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What's Inside?
Above:  Lil Ricky Rocker with fans holding his 

Breyer portrait model. More BreyerFest on page 2.

Dear Readers,
    We are excited to be 
the first to announce 
Ginger Kathrens, founder 
and director of the Cloud 
Foundation, will be involved 
in helping find homes for 
the approximately 100 wild 
horses from the North Da-
kota Badlands Horses that 
have lived in the Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park 
near Medora, N.D., that will 
be auctioned September 
28, 2013 at the Wishek, 
N.D. Livestock Auction. Ac-
cording to Marylu Weber, 
volunteer for the NDBH, 
they are working with 
Kathrens and other groups 
to ensure the horses from 
this sale will all find good 
forever homes.  Eight of 
the horses from the last 
sale of approximately 78 
horses (October 2009) from 
these Badlands herds were 
purchased by a kill buyer. 
These groups want to be 
sure this does not reoccur.  
     The other groups in-
volved are Lisa Friday and 
Jamie Dodson of Legacy 
Mustang Preservation, 
Brogan Horton of Animal 
Rescue Unit and Jill Starr 
of Lifesavers Wild Horse 
Rescue. Please read the 
full article on page 6 of this 
issue and stay tuned next 
month for a follow-up arti-
cle to learn how the groups 
are working together. Read 
more on page 10. 
     It was great to be in 
Lexington, Kentucky at the 
fantastic Kentucky Horse 
Park. it is an amazing team 

of volunteers and work-
ers who change out the 
obstacles/jump/dressage/
freestyle and cross-country 
course and maintain the 
grounds. Young men in 
tractors race around the 
arena after the water truck 
to be sure all the tracks are 
removed and the ground 
reworked. They hold smiles 
on their faces as though 
they were little boys with 
new toys. And the arena is 
ready once again. 
     The days were sunny, 
bright and quite hot but a 
mild breeze made it toler-
able in the shade of the 
gazebos for journalists and 
photographers with media 
credentials.  Many media 
personnel remain at their 
computers in the media 
area and follow the winners 
that come in after their 
wins for the interviews 
and winning photographs.  
It felt good to be back in 
Kentucky, seeing the rolling 
green hills and horses dot-
ting the landscape.
     Waiting for dinner in a 
restaurant/sports bar in 
Lexington, KY after cover-
ing the Adequan/Fei North 
American Junior/Young 
Rider Championships, we 
observed all the television 
sets were set to golf and I 
wondered, what will it take 
for one of those television 
stations to run the world-
class championships I 
photographed today?     
     How come watching 
people hit a little ball across 
a field of obstacles occupies 

more air time than watch-
ing young people maneuver 
a horse 10-15 times their 
weight through a field of 
obstacles or careen a pat-
tern in a dressage ring or 
through a cross-country 
field?  See coverage of this 
event on page 3. 
     While eating dinner we 
met a mother and daughter 
from Toronto, Canada, with 
two horses. Well, Breyer 
Horses, anyway.  They had 
been at BreyerFest.  The 
girl was bubbly and so ex-
cited to show us her horse: 
Smart and Shiney along 
with a blanket, halter and 
lead rope they had pur-
chased at the event. 
      The next day, we met 
another mother/daugh-
ter team who had driven 
from Idaho for the Breyer-
Fest. When speaking with 
Kathleen Fallon, director of 
communications for Breyer 
Horses, i learned that 
this event was their 24th 
annual and people come 
from as far as Hawaii every 
year!   See more coverage 
on page 2. 
     Thank you for reading 
this issue of the Valley 
equestrian Newspaper. 
Please patronize our ad-
vertisers who have made 
this issue possible.  Check 
out our Facebook page for 
breaking news and updates 
during the month. This and 
previous issues of the VEN 
can be found online at: 
theveonline.com.  Till next 
month,  Happy Trails!

Ley 
Bouchard

Got News?
Share it 
with the 

VE News Team

701.361.8648
thevenews@gmail.com

or snail mail:
The VE News

Box 64
Sabin, MN 56580

Pg. 6
Ginger 

Kathrens 
Announces 

Alliance with 
North Dakota 
Wild Horses
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Charles Wilhelm: ultimate Foundation Training from Start to Finish
Working With a Blind Horse

Adopt - a - Horse!

A VEN Unwanted Horse Project

For more info on Hans please contact the 

Minnesota Hooved Animal Rescue 
 Po Box 47,  Zimmerman, MN 55398 

(763) 856-3119 or
 info@mnhoovedanimalrescue.org

100 + New and Used Saddles
Working-Show-Pleasure

Genuine Billy Cook • Big Horn • Dakota 
Saddlery • Big D • Dale Chavez • Weaver 

Leather • Cody
Impact Gel Pads • Diamond Wool Pads

Large Inventory of Used Tack
Progressive Nutrition Horse Feed

Premium Cleaned Horse Oats • Shavings
Trades Welcome
Gift Certificates 

• Lay-A-Way • Visa/MasterCard

Just Off Hwy 59 No. on the 
Cozy Cove Rd.

Detroit Lakes, Mn. 
218-847-7085

Diamond - Saddlebred

Over the last 15 years I have 
worked with many blind horses, 
probably three or four dozen. 
Most have been blind in one 
eye, and some totally blind. 
Through practical experience 
I’ve found that when a situa-
tion like this happens, the horse 
wakes up one morning and 
can’t see and life goes on. Un-
like the human reaction where 
we, with our mental processes 
and rational minds, understand-
ably fall apart until we come to 
terms with it. We must become 
familiar with what we have 
and with our space. We must 
learn to accept and cope with 
life. With a horse, blindness 
comes much easier. They don’t 
have the trauma of the loss of 
something and they don’t have 
the emotional stress. i think 
with horses that are blind in 
both eyes, they learn to rely on 
other senses just like humans, 
hearing and smell and a level of 
acuity. Like humans, they utilize 
their other senses to adapt to 
the best of their ability. Obvi-
ously, it is easier for a horse 
that is blind in only one eye but 
I have worked with horses that 

were blind in both eyes. I could 
take them out on the trail, do 
arena work and do probably 99% 
of the normal activities. The only 
difficulty would be with cutting 
because a horse has to be able to 
see to cut. Once you put a horse 
on a cow, the horse must start 
tracking that cow. That would be 
the only activity limited by blind-
ness.  

With a horse that is blind in 
one eye or both eyes, it is really 
important to establish a foun-
dation. With a foundation you 
establish consistent cues and 
they start trusting those cues. We 
have two horses here now that 
are blind in one eye. One used to 
be a cutter. Now we use him as a 
reining cow horse and take him 
down the fence. We have to show 
him when to cut into the fence 
but that is the only help that he 
needs. Both horses are fine on 
the trail and doing arena work. 
One is actually more calm and 
relaxed on the trail on his blind 
side. With his sighted eye he 
starts seeing things that he wants 
to react to.

I treat both sighted and blind 
horses the same. I sack them 
both out with objects and train 
them both to do round pen work 
with inside and outside turns. The 
thing to remember is that when 
you approach a horse that is 
blind in one eye or both eyes, it is 
important to let the horse know 
that you are approaching. Eventu-
ally, they gain a perceptual sense 
of where you are at. For example, 
we use a golf cart to pony our 
horses from one end of the ranch 
to the other. The blind horses 
that we have here now had to 
learn to gage their distance from 
the cart on their blind sides. We 
helped them learn this by teach-
ing them to move off pressure 
with  ground work first. When, 
at first, they got too close to the 
cart, i just reached out with my 
arm and bumped them away. I 
also used a dressage stick which 
gave me more length to tap them 
on the shoulder to move them 
away and show them where they 
needed to be. We no longer need 
to do this. They have learned to 
gage the distance from objects 
through sound and feel.  

When working with a blind horse, 
most people want to placate 
and protect it. in other words, 
they want to help the horse by 
limiting him. We are not help-
ing the horse by making him feel 
handicapped. I don’t treat a blind 
horse differently than a sighted 
horse. I treat them just like a 
sighted horse when I am doing 
ground work. I start teaching 
concentrated circles and teaching 
them to back up on both sides. 
The only difference is that when 
i step over there, i cluck and let 
the horse know. With the horses 
i have now, i no longer need to 
cluck because they have learned 
to feel and sense my presence.  

A horse that is blinded can still be 
very functional. We are teaching 
one of our horses to do ranch 
versatility since he has only one 
eye. A horse that is blind in both 
eyes can certainly do arena work 
and go on the trail. A totally blind 
horse can be turned out to pas-
ture and can certainly be turned 
out alone in a corral. You have to 
let the horse 
know where 
the boundar-
ies are. The 
horse can also 
be turned out 
with other 
horses and can 
benefit from 
a buddy but 
you have to 
make sure the 
other horse is 

not aggressive. You need to watch 
them closely at first to make sure 
they get along as a blind horse 
is easily bullied and can get hurt 
easier than a sighted horse.

The only things that may hinder 
the learning of a blind horse or 
determine how quickly he learns, 
are the horse’s personality, his 
emotional level and your consis-
tency. if you have a willing horse, 
a horse that likes to learn and 
moves off pressure easily, he’s go-
ing to learn quicker. if you have a 
horse with a high emotional level, 
it will take a little longer for him 
to understand the lesson. How 
quickly the horse learns and how 
successful you are will depend 
on your consistency. Consistency 
means doing things in the same 
way each time. Treat the horse 
like a sighted horse but just be 
aware that he can’t see.

Stories From YOUR Valley!
4H, WSCA, IHSA, Collegiate, Saddle Clubs, Breed Organizations, and more ... 

send us your NEWS!

thevenews@gmail.com

Diamond is a 14 year old 
grade saddlebred geld-
ing, a nice, stout horse, 
standing 15.2 hands 
tall.  He is well-trained 
under saddle, and is an 
in-your-pocket pasture 

horse.  He absolutely 
loves attention and will 
demand it.  He follows 
you like a dog in the pas-
ture (or anywhere else for 
that matter).  Diamond 
will test a new rider, and 

his naughty is to 
hit reverse and 
back up, a lot.  
Our cure for this 
is simply to keep 
him backing, well 
after he is ready 
to quit.  Then 
back some more.  
When you finally 
ask him to move 
forward, he will 
walk off willingly.  
Once you get 
past this test, he 
is an excellent 
trail horse.  He 
is gaited and is a 
really fun ride!

P.A.W. Event
August 17, 2013
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

at Tractor Supply Company in Moorhead, Minn.
Coggins, vaccines & wellness checks for horses.

Discounted vaccines & wellness checks for dogs and cats. 

You Are Cordially Invited ...

Lookit is a beautiful black 
and white pinto gelding 
we believe was foaled 
in 1995. He has spent 
the last five years doing 
WSCA events and is now 
ready to retire from that 
and be a good trail horse. 
He is a sweetheart and 
is always the first at the 
gate to claim the atten-
tion of anyone coming 
out to visit. He is a lot of 
fun to ride and would do 
best with an advanced or 
intermediate rider since 
he has a lot of "go." For 
more information, or 
to meet Lookit, please 
contact The Minnesota 
Hooved Animal Rescue 
Foundation at

 (763)856-3119 or info@mnhoovedanimalrescue.org.

By Ley Bouchard

      Ginger Kathrens, found-
er and executive director of 
the Cloud Foundation, Lisa 
Friday and Jamie Dodson 
of Legacy Mustang Pres-
ervation, Brogan Horton 
of Animal Rescue Unit and 
Jill Starr of Lifesavers Wild 
Horse Rescue will be work-
ing alongside North Dakota 
Badlands Horse (NDBH) 
to see that all the Theo-
dore Roosevelt National 
Park wild horses find good 
homes. 
      It was recently an-
nounced that approxi-
mately 100 horses will 
be culled from the North 
Dakota Badlands and made 
available for sale Septem-
ber 28, 2013 at the Wishek 
Livestock Sale barn in 
Wishek, N.D.  

     Marylu Weber said the 
North Dakota Badlands 
Horse is comprised of a 
team of enthusiastic people 
from around the US who 
are working together to 
make this happen.  They re-
fer to themselves as TEAM 
NDBH.  Having connected 
with haulers who will be 
able to haul horses to vari-
ous parts of the country for 
a fair fee, they have contact 
information on their Face-
book page: North Dakota 
Badlands Horse.  Once the 
sale is over, new owners 
can register their horses 
with our organization and 
receive a 5 generation pedi-
gree, but more importantly,  
we provide a network of 
support for owners where 
they can come for encour-
agement, training tips, and 
even place a horse with 
someone who will take it 

if things don't go well with 
the original buyer.
     Weber has been a vol-
unteer with the Badlands 
horses since 1999. She and 
her husband started work-
ing with Tom Tescher who 
watched them for 40 years.  
Weber created a database 
of color, sex, sire, dam, and 
other data going back to 
1999. “A horse bought and 
registered will get a 5-gen-
eration pedigree,” says 
Weber; “with wild horses it 
is a guesstimate. We have 
also worked with Colorado 
State university (CSu) do-
ing the research since 2009 
on the birth control study. 
During the study the horses 
are observed for injection 
site reaction, behavior, 
mare condition, pregnancy 
status, and condition of 
the foal. Those horses are 
watched during the breed-

ing season in March-April 
through September.   We 
do a fecal sampling where 
we collect fecal samples in 
November and determine 
which mares are pregnant. 
These horses are watched 
more closely than ever 
in the past. So we know 
who is out there, who is in 
which band, and who has 
which foal.  The park does 
not track this data.”
     Weber said there are 
now 20 bands, but not all 
have mature mares, and 
there are some bachelor 
bands attached to the 
harem bands. There are 19 
bands that have mature, 
reproducing males and 
females. 
     Weber has ridden in the 
park for 30 years, and loved 
horses from the time she 
was 4. She has kept track 
of the people who have 

bought the horses at the 
past sale and try to keep 
a registry or a network to 
support buyers and help 
them with training tips and 
emotional support as they 
go through this process of 
gentling the horses.  “We 
trade ideas and support 
one another,” Weber said. 
“We know of people who 
have trained the horses and 
had wonderful results.  We 
have a Reunion Ride Sept.  
7-8 in Medora and are 
inviting anyone that has a 
horse that has come out of 
the park.” 
     “The other thing that 
this organization does is to 
help people that are strug-
gling with the wild horse 
they purchased. We take 
them back and help find 
other homes for the horses 
so they don’t end up in a 
slaughter situation. Buyers 

must have space facilities 
with high fences, must have 
the time and patience to 
gentle the horses, and must 
have experience them-
selves or someone who is 
experienced with gentling 
wild horses,” says Weber. 
“The biggest issue with 
these horses is trust. If the 
horse does not trust you, 
you can’t do anything with 
them.  What our group is 
working toward is trying to 
educate people to not buy 
our horses if you don’t have 
the space, facility, time and 
patience to work with the 
horses.” 
“Legacy Mustang Horses 
wants to outbid the kill 
buyers so nothing goes 
to slaughter.  Eight from 
the last sale went directly 
to slaughter. I happened 

Ginger Kathrens Lends Help and Support to the North Dakota 
Wild Horses To Be Auctioned Sept. 28

Continued on page 10

High Tail Horse Ranch & Rescue
chart@loretel.net

ranch # 701-526-3734 
Hawley, Minn.
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GRANDMA’S BOYS CARRIED HER
 A MOUNTAIN TOP PASTURE HIGH
We often contemplate the life of ida, a young Norwegian girl,
Who immigrated and literally became the ‘mother-of-Pearl.’
Early years were spent working in summer mountain pastures way up high.
They were called ‘seters.’  it was an old Norse tradition, as the reason why.
Young girls stayed and milked by-hand, cows and goats in the A M and at night.
That lonely process began again as soon as it became daylight.
Such self-reliance training prepared her for later life, as it were.
Lots of time to think and hopes of going to America carried her.

 CouNTRY LiViNG iN ANoTHeR CouNTRY
The trip across the sea was long and troublesome, enduring the storm.
We hear of voyages lasting longer than food they packed, as the norm.
Relatives assisted to bring her here and she continued to work.
The benefits of room and board were definitely a welcome perk.
Working domestic jobs, long and hard, to pay back the costly voyage fare.
She was poor in Norway.  Years passed and yet she had few dollars to spare.
Working in cities and towns, her past rural life is what she would prefer.
An opportunity to work in rural Dakota came to her.

 A PeRK, A GiFT, A FAVoR? 
Her employer, the family, had homesteaded on the James River bank.
Again she viewed the countryside with pleasure, watching as livestock drank.
one special benefit stood out, their young son was a single man.
Before long, they fell in love.  ida was pleased with their marriage plan.
He was an inventive blacksmith and built a house with running water.
Life involved father-in-law, mother-in-law, and then their last daughter
Departed, so there was more privacy.  Better grain crops did occur.  
So, before their children arrived, there was more time for him and her.

 THE REALITIES OF RURAL LIFE
They had a fireplace-warmed house with a wrap-around porch.  They planted rows of trees.  
He built clever livestock feeding systems, everyone agrees.
By horse and wagon or sleigh, a trip to the big town took a whole day.
Again she milked the cows, canned fruit in jars and put garden produce away.
They were blessed with eight children who drove horses to attend their country school.
They chopped wood, but during The Depression they burned cow chips for fuel.
Widowed, her loving spouse had passed on early, so they did inter,
And the duties of both parents and all duties of the farm fell to her.

 EXTRA EFFORT DURING LEAN YEARS
The dry, dusty Thirties caused severe hardships of the distressing kind.
Literal survival of the homestead was uppermost in her mind.
Her clever son bolted a Model T body on the winter bob-sled.
inventive like his Dad, he had a full set of tools at the homestead.
The four youngest girls were lost in a white-out blizzard while coming home
Through a dangerous windy, wintry white-out as thick as shaving foam.
By instinct, teams of horses brought them safely home through a vertigo blur.
They were ever grateful to the Lord, as her girls were returned to her.

 ADDiTioNAL WoRK, ADDiTioNAL PRoBLeMS
Three eldest daughters married and her only son was called off to war.
She drove a horse-drawn binder, then shocked grain bundles ‘til she was footsore.
under the hottest sun the youngest daughter dragged a grain bundle;
Twine-tied wheat stalks as large as little Pearl, but with effort she did trundle.
A blessing to have crops, as in the Thirties, livestock nearly starved.
Their large family had been fed, as there were tame geese to bake and carve.
Four young girls left and worked as ‘Rosie the Riveter.’  Lean times did recur.
So then ida sold the farmstead and moved, as then it was only her.

 SADLY SAYING GOODBYE
Back to domestic work, remarried and moved to a western stock ranch
Where it was dry and there was only one tree with no leaves on its branch.
Widowed again, she lived alone in a mobile home for a while.
We remember her excitement and how she greeted us with her big smile.
“oh my, oh my, oh my,” she’d gush.  How she loved her many grandchildren.
We loved her and her stories, and think of her passing now and again.
We were pallbearers.  She rests between husbands under tall trees of fir.
Auntie succinctly said, “Grandma would be proud. Her boys carried her.”
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Cowboy Poetry with Orv

      You’ve just bucked a 
couple of month’s supply 
of hay into your barn—or 
maybe an entire season’s 
worth—and now it’s time 
to get acquainted with 
it. You made sure it was 
green and attractive, fresh-
smelling and free of mold. 
You’ve stored it under 
cover and away from the 
incursion of any damag-
ing moisture. Now you’re 
ready to find out what it 
offers your horse in the 
way of nutritional 
value.
      Keep in mind 
that when you 
take fresh healthy 
pasture and you 
cut it, dry it, and 
store it to make 
hay, it loses most 
of its vitamin 
content as well as 
its omega 3s and 
omega 6s fatty 
acids. It no longer 
has vitamins e, C, D or beta 
carotene (which is used to 
make vitamin A). There-
fore, if the horse is getting 
predominantly hay and 
is not getting a commer-
cial feed fed according to 
directions, then you really 
need to supplement the 
diet with a good vitamin/
mineral supplement. But 
you’ll want to know what’s 
in your hay before you 
start making up for what’s 
not.
      Hay analysis gives you 
the starting point from 
which to evaluate and bal-
ance your horse's whole 
diet. If you purchase at 
least two or more months' 
worth of hay at a time, it 
is worth having it ana-
lyzed. Your local county 
extension service may 
offer analysis services, or 
consider sending a sample 
to equi-Analytical Labo-
ratories (www.equi-ana-

lytical.com). Follow their 
directions for selecting and 
submitting samples. 
 
What does the hay analysis 
tell you? Typically, it will 
return the following infor-
mation: 
      Crude protein (CP)—an 
estimation of total protein 
based on the amount of 
nitrogen in the hay. It does 
not tell you anything about 
the amino acid composition 
or the protein quality. To 

create a high quality pro-
tein, one that will help your 
horse maintain and repair 
tissue, combine a grass hay 
with a lesser amount of a 
legume (typically alfalfa). 
Most grass hay contains 
8 to 10% CP whereas le-
gumes (e.g., alfalfa, clover, 
perennial peanut) can 
range from 17-20 percent. 
Grain hays (oat, rye) gener-
ally have a lower CP than 
grass hay.
      Acid detergent fiber 
(ADF) and Neutral Deter-
gent fiber (NDF)—both 
measure fibers (there are 
5 types). Since fibers are 
digested by the microbes 
living in the hindgut (cecum 
and large colon), a healthy 
microbial population is im-
portant to allow your horse 
to derive calories from 
fiber. However, there is one 
type of fiber that is indi-
gestible—lignin; the lignin 
ends up as manure. Lignin 

How Well Do You Know Your Hay? 
Hay analysis is the foundation of your feeding plan

By Dr. Juliet M. Getty

content increases as the 
plant matures. The higher 
these two values (ADF 
and NDF), the more lignin 
the hay contains, the less 
likely that your horse can 
thrive on this hay. The 
ideal ADF is less than 35 
percent; ideal NDF is less 
than 45 percent. However, 
most hays have values 
10 points or more higher 
than these desired levels. 
To compensate, more hay 
needs to be consumed. 

This can be easily solved 
by allowing your horse to 
have free access to hay 24 
hours a day. 

      Non-Structural Car-
bohydrates (NSC)—total 
amount of sugar, starch, 
and fructan. To obtain 
%NSC, add together per-
cent WSC (water soluble 
carbohydrates) plus 
percent Starch. If your 
horse needs to have a low 
sugar/low starch diet, the 
percent NSC should be 
below 12.

      Water-soluble carbo-
hydrates (WSC)—simple 
sugars and fructan levels. 
Simple sugars are digested 
in the foregut and raise in-
sulin levels. Too much can 
lead to laminitis because 
of elevated blood insulin. 
Fructan for the most part 
is digested in the hind 
gut, though some shorter 

chain fructose molecules 
can contribute to elevated 
insulin. Too much fructan 
generally results in laminitis 
caused by endotoxins in the 
bloodstream.
      ethanol-soluble carbo-
hydrates (eSC)—a subset of 
WSC that gives you a better 
idea of the simple sugar 
level. WSC minus eSC pro-
vides a fair measurement 
of fructan levels.

     Starch—normally 

digested in the foregut 
down to individual glucose 
(blood sugar) molecules; 
therefore, it has a strong 
elevating effect on blood 
insulin levels.

      Minerals—Keep in mind 
that minerals interact with 
one another, interfering 
with absorption. There-
fore be conservative when 
supplementing minerals if 
your hay is close to these 
ideal ratios.

• Calcium to phosphorus 
ratio—There needs to be 
more calcium than phos-
phorus in hay. Most hay 
(except orchardgrass) will 
have this balance. The ideal 
ratio is 2:1, but the level of 
calcium can be even higher 
and still be considered safe. 
Phosphorus concentration 
must never be higher than 
calcium levels.

     As hay prices soar, 
new mobile apps de-
veloped at University 
of Minnesota Exten-
sion can help horse 
owners more precisely 
determine how much 
hay to purchase and 
feed their animals.
     “Horses have 
evolved from work 
animals to recre-
ational animals, with 
many leading leisurely 
lifestyles of limited 
exercise and access to 
lush pasture and grain. 
The recent shortage 
of hay, and the spike 
in prices, have forced 
many horse owners to 
re-evaluate their feed-
ing strategies,” said 
Krishona Martinson, u 
of M extension equine 
specialist. Adding to 
the complexities of 
horse feeding is the 
fact that most owners’ 
horses have differing 
dietary needs, she 
noted.
     Extension’s horse 
team worked with 
researchers across the 
University and country 
to find solutions. Two 
mobile apps for use 
with iPhones and iPads 
have been developed 
for the horse indus-
try by a group led by 
Martinson. Android 
versions are in devel-
opment.

PurChasing hay
“Horse owners are one 
of the few groups of 
livestock owners that 
buy hay by the bale. 
Buying by the bale 
can make it difficult 
to compare prices be-
tween and within bale 
types,” Martinson said. 
“A $4 small-square 
bale that weighs 35 
pounds actually costs 
more per ton than a 
$5 bale that weighs 50 
pounds, for example.”
With the “Hay Price 
Calculator” app, horse 
owners enter bale 
weight and price to 
calculate price per 
ton. Calculations for 
small square-bales, 
large square-bales 
and round-bales can 

Apps help horse owners 
manage hay cost, 

horse body weight 
be made, allowing the 
buyer to purchase the 
most economical hay. 
Farmers have said the 
app will also be useful 
to determine the price 
per ton of corn stalks, 
straw and other feed 
stuffs.
     Hay buyers must 
know the bale weight, 
and the app does not 
take nutritive value 
into account. “ideally, 
the app will be used 
to compare prices of 
hay with similar forage 
nutritive values,” said 
Martinson. extension 
provides horse nutri-
tion information at 
www.extension.umn.
edu/horse. 

Body weight
management

     Veterinarians and 
professionals have long 
expressed concern 
over increasing rates 
of equine obesity. The 
“Healthy Horse” app 
helps horse owners 
and professionals 
estimate their horse’s 
body weight. The 
results can help own-
ers, veterinarians and 
other equine profes-
sionals make decisions 
if a horse is identified 
as being ideal, over- or 
under-weight.  Re-
searchers collected 
data on nearly 700 
horses to develop the 
app.
     “Determining a 
horse’s body weight is 
critical for weight and 
feeding 
manage-
ment, and 
for admin-
istering 
medica-
tion,” said 
Molly 
McCue, 
University 
of Min-
nesota 
Associate 
Profes-
sor in the 
College of 
Veterinary 
Medicine, 
one of the 
app devel-
opers. The 
Healthy 
Horse app 
allows 
horse 
own-
ers and 
profes-
sionals to 

estimate the body 
weight of various adult 
horses –Arabians, 
ponies, stock, saddle 
and miniature – by 
entering height, body 
length, neck and girth 
circumference. Ideal 
body weight and a 
body weight score 
are also calculated for 
Arabians, ponies and 
stock horses. 
     The hay Price 
Calculator app retails 
for $0.99 and can be 
found at http://z.umn.
edu/itunesHorseHay. 
The Healthy Horse 
apps retails for $1.99 
and can be found at 
http://z.umn.edu/
itunesHealthyHorse.

Source: Krishona Mar-
tinson, equine Exten-
sion specialist with Uni-
versity of Minnesota 
Extension.
Media Contact: Allison 
Sandve, U of M Exten-
sion, (612) 626-4077, 
ajsandve@umn.edu
    Copyright 2013, Re-
gents of the University 
of Minnesota. All rights 
reserved. University of 
Minnesota Extension 
is an equal oppor-
tunity educator and 
employer. 
Connect with Exten-
sion:
Like UofMNExt on 
Facebook.  
Follow UMNExt on 
Twitter.  
Subscribe to UofMNExt 
on YouTube

See the entire Valley Equestrian Newspaper at: 
www.theveonline.com

   Check out our Facebook page for news during the month!

J & S Farmer’s Mill
104 5th Avenue SE

Barnesville, MN 56514
218.354.2247

Toll Free: 1.877.521.0150
Home: 218.493.4574

Jim & Sue Heng, Owners

See Jim for all your 
horse feed!

Quality Feed
Pays Off!

• Calcium to magnesium 
ratio—ideally, calcium con-
tent should not be more 
than twice that of mag-
nesium. Most hays have 
a magnesium level that is 
lower than what horses 
ideally require. Further-
more, magnesium is not 
well absorbed, so supple-
menting may be suggested.
Copper:Zinc:Manganese 
•  Selenium—This is worth 
analyzing, since selenium 
has a narrow range of 

safety (1 to 5 
mg per day). 
Too little can 
be just as 
damaging as 
too much, 
so know 
your hay's 
selenium 
level be-
fore you 
supple-
ment.
Feeding 

your horse like a horse—
the way nature intend-
ed—means feeding the 
most nutritious diet 
possible, including giving 
him hay free choice to 
mimic his natural grazing 
pattern. You’ll be more 
confident in feeding this 
way when you get to 
know your foundation 
element—the hay—
through a laboratory 
analysis. 
 
Juliet M. Getty, Ph.D. 
is an internation-
ally respected equine 
nutritionist available for 
private consultations 
and speaking engage-
ments. Dr. Getty is the 
Contributing Nutrition 
Editor for the Horse 
Journal and she will be 
speaking at Equine Af-
faire in Massachusetts, 
November 7-10, 2013. Her 
comprehensive reference 

book, Feed Your Horse Like 
a Horse as well as all the 
books in her “Spotlight on 
Equine Nutrition Series” 
are offered for purchase 
through her website and 
at Amazon.com. In fact, 
there’s a lot going on at 
www.gettyequinenutrition.
com: sign up for Dr. Getty’s 
informative—and free—
monthly newsletter, Forage 
for Thought; read articles 
and search her nutrition 
forum; and purchase previ-
ously recorded teleseminars 
in audio format or, in print 
through the Spotlight series. 
Contact Dr. Getty directly 
at gettyequinenutrition@
gmail.com.

For more information, visit 
unwantedhorsecoalition.org

Responsibly
Own 
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News Briefs! News Briefs! News Briefs! News Briefs! News Briefs!
     Actor/activist Robert 
Redford and New Mexico’s 
former governor Bill 
Richardson announced the 
formation of an animal pro-
tection foundation that will 
join forces with the HSUS 
(Humane Society of the 
United States) and other 
groups in a lawsuit to stop 
the slaughter of horses 
planned to begin Aug. 5 in 
New Mexico at Valley Meat 
Co., and another plant in 
Iowa.
     Fox News reported that 
the New Mexico Environ-
ment Department noti-

fied Valley Meats Co. that 
their wastewater discharge 
permit, which had been al-
lowed to lapse, will not be 
renewed without a public 
hearing. Unless that hap-
pens quickly, Valley Meats 
will be unable to open Aug. 
5. 

     U.S. District Judge 
Christina Armijo issued 
a restraining order Aug. 
2 which prohibits Valley 
Meats Company in Roswell, 
NM. from proceeding with 
the opening of the horse 
slaughter operation which 

was scheduled to begin 
Aug. 5. 
     A lawsuit brought forth 
by the Humane Society of 
the united States, Front 
Range equine Rescue, the 
new foundation started by 
Robert Redford and former 
Gov. Bill Richardson, (NM), 
and others, stated that the 
Department of Agriculture 
failed to provide the ap-
propriate environmental 
studies before issuance of 
permits that would allow 
Valley Meats Company LLC 
and another company in 
Iowa to harvest horses. 

This ruling is one in a series 
of litigations intended to 
stop the slaughter of horses 
in the U.S.
 
Nine-year-old Grade 1 
race horse, Monzante, 
a  winner earning more 
than $583,000, during his 
career,  broke down and 
was euthanized during a 
claiming race Saturday, July 
20 at Evangeline Downs 
during the 43rd start of 
his career.  Media stories 
prompted fans to start 
a Twitter account called 
Project Monzante with the 

description, “Because there 
should be no more Mon-
zantes:  A fan effort to track 
the old warriors, to change 
racing culture, and to get 
involved in Thoroughbred 
retirement.”
     A petition at Change.org 
is calling on the NTRA (Na-
tional Thoroughbred Racing 
Association) to investigate 
the death. 
The Louisi-
ana Racing 
Commis-
sion has 
also been 

compelled to investigate 
the death of Monzante.  
NTRA president, Alex Wal-
drop, is urging racetracks 
to apply for accreditation 
by the Safety and Integrity 
Alliance which established 
strict standards and more 
transparency for racetracks.  
Evangeline Downs is not an 
accredited track. 
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Selling 200 Quality
Horses Each Sale

•Nationally Advertised
•Top Sales Personnel

•Paid Day of Sale

For consignment blanks and catalogs, write:

TWIN CITIES 
HORSE SALES

30477 Oxford Mill Road
Cannon Falls, MN 55009

Jim Simon and Ryon Simon, 
Owner/Managers

Office (507) 263-4200

FAX (507) 263-4202

www.simonhorsecompany.com

Sale Located Two Miles North of 
Cannon Falls, Minnesota 

on Highway 52

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND, 
CONSIGN AND BUY AT THE . . .

September 28, 2013
10 a.m.

Appaloosa Horse Sale

October 27, 2013
10 a.m.

Paint Horse Sale

September 28, 2013
and

October 26, 2013
10 a.m.

Quarter Horse Sale

“Big or small ... we feed ‘em all.”

Serving Canterbury Park Horses for Over 25 Years.
Tack • Gifts • Specialized Feeds • Delivery

www.palmafeed.com

Roasted to PerfectionAvailable Here

The Cowboy Laboratory--
"it ain't fancy, but it works!"

Put your horse in the Pink with
 Roasted To Perfection horse feed.

Works for all ages and disciplines.
Go to www.RoastedToPerfection.com for dealer info.

      Callie is six years old and has been riding Mac since she 
was four.  When she was five, she wanted to compete by 
herself.  Mac walked and trotted the pattern and took excel-
lent care of Callie.  I was very sad, because his health was 
declining--fast!!  He has very few teeth left and chewing had 
become an issue.  My sister suggested Roasted to Perfection.  
We started feeding it to Mac in February, 2010, and within a 
couple of weeks he was gaining weight and the sparkle in his 
eyes started to come back.  We have been able to keep Mac at a 
healthy weight for Callie to gain confidence in riding.

     This year she joined the Oklahoma Junior Rodeo As-
sociation and started competing in four events, barrels, 
poles, stake race and goat tying.  We ALWAYS bring 
Roasted to Perfection with for Mac to have lunch and 
dinner at the rodeo.  I feel this feed has extended the 
quality of Mac’s life  and allowed us to keep Callie on 
a safe horse.  Another impressive quality of this feed is 
that it does NOT make Mac hot or crazy.  He eats four 

coffee cans a day and an extra can for lunch on rodeo days.  Our vet estimates Mac’s 
age at 30-plus years old.  [Update:  Mac won three jackets, three buckles, a saddle 
and numerous other awards in one rodeo season.  He’s been retired, and deserves it!]

Thank you for such an incredible product!!!
Linda and Callie Sondrol, Oklahoma

Senior Horses Thrive on RTP!

Jeff Springer
Feed Manager

Farmers 
Elevator

225 E. Hampden Ave. 
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

(218) 736-3301

‘Roasted to Perfection’ available here

Jeff Springer
Feed Manager

Farmers Elevator
225 E. Hampden Ave. Fergus Falls, MN 56537

(218) 736-3301
‘Roasted To 
Perfection’
Available 

Here

www.adventurervsales.com/
701-277-1165

2013 
Bison 
8310 

Stratus 
Express:

$48,642.00

2013 
Bison 
8010 

Stratus 
Express:

2013 
Bison 
Stratus 
8412

Express:

$48,620.00

$48,620.00

2013 
Horse 
Trailer
7380
Bison 

Stratus LT 
Express: $32,987.00

Exit 343 on I-94
Horse Trailers
Priced to Sell!

RVs, too!

September 28, 11 am
Wishek Livestock Sales, Wishek North Dakota

for more information on horses contact:
Marylu Weber, marylu.weber@gmail.com or

Deb Fjetland, dlfwelch@msn.com

Theodore Roosevelt National Park Wild Horse Sale

http://www.wisheklivestock.com
For photos and descriptions see www.trnphorses.phanfare.com

DIY Fly/Dust Nose Bag
-By Dale Simanton

 
Nose flies have your horse sling-
ing his head in disgust?  Dust on 
the trail or in the dry lot making 
him snort?  The Cowboy Labora-
tory has an answer. 

 Grab an old cavesson (prefer-
ably something with just the 
noseband and head strap) and an 
old burlap bag (old denim jeans 
work good too).  Cut your burlap 
or denim into approximately 2 
inch by 6 inch strips and cut a 
small hole at one of the short 
ends.  Then attach the short end 

with the hole to the noseband of 
the cavesson with leather strings.  
Easy as pie...now the dust and 
nose flies will have a much harder 
time making your horse "bug out" 
this summer.
 
-Dale Simanton is 
the head trainer 
and partner in 
the Gate to Great 
Program at Horse 
Creek Thor-
oughbreds near 
Newell, South 
Dakota.  A lifelong 
horseman, he 
has spent many 
years finding 
creative ways to 
make things work 
on the ranch....
ideas that he now 
shares through 
"The Cowboy 
Laboratory". At 
his ranch near the 
Black Hills, Dale 
takes off-track 
Thoroughbreds 
and retrains them 
as outstanding 
ranch horses.  
From there, 
they go on 
to excel as 
eventers, 
hunter/
jumpers, 

polo ponies, barrel racers and 
of course, great ranch horses.  
You can find out more at 
www.gatetogreat.com. 

Ginger Kathrens Lends 
Help and Support to 

the North Dakota 
Wild Horses To Be 
Auctioned Sept. 28

to be at the sale ring that night by myself, 
my husband had not gotten there yet, and 
the truck came in to haul away the slaugh-
ter horses,” Weber said.  “Those horses 
screamed to one another, they were calling 
to one another, it wasn’t just a whinny, it 
was a scream. That still haunts me. These 
were young, trainable horses. We don’t 
want that to happen. There was nothing 
wrong with them. They could have been 
gentled and trained. We did not have con-
nections at that time and most of us did not 
have a facility to bring home the horses. We 
did the best we could out of 77 horses.  In 
the past, two-thirds of the horses have gone 
to slaughter. This year, we don’t want to 
see any horse go to slaughter.  There will be 
a plan put in place to outbid him. He can’t 
bid over the per pound price the slaughter-
house will pay.”
      The Legacy Mustang Preservation is set-
ting up a PayPal account to raise money for 
the purchase of horses that would other-
wise go to slaughter. 
       Plan now to attend the sale Sept. 28 at 
11 a.m. in Wishek, N.D.  Read more about 
the North Dakota Badlands Horses in the 
September issue of the Valley equestrian 
Newspaper. Previous articles about the wild 

Continued from page 6

horses may be found online at http://
www.theveonline.com/pdf/archive/2009/
Oct_VE_full.pdf

I have seen things so 
beautiful they have 

brought tears to my eyes. 
Yet none of them can 

match the gracefulness 
and beauty of a horse 

running free.

Author Unknown    
in riding a horse, 

we borrow 
freedom.

Helen 
Thompson

At Right: 
Gate to 
Great's 
RRTP Thor-
oughbred 
Makeover 
horse, 
Drake's 
Dancer, 
sporting 
a fly nose 
bag.  More 
at www.ga-
tetogreat.
com
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reminds you to protect your horse, dog, cat and 
small children who travel with you this summer:

     •  Park in the shade.
    •   Be sure to keep trailers, trucks and cars well    
          ventilated--open those windows. The best 
          option:  Leave them at home.  Don’t let 
          sentiment override safety.  Vehicle interiors 
          can become dangerously hot in minutes, 
          resulting in the death of your pet.
    •   Take pets along only when going to the vet, or
          a known destination where they can exit the 
          vehicle.  They don’t need to go shopping with 
          you!
    •    Err on the side of caution.  Live to enjoy 
           another day!

 
The Valley Equestrian News wishes you a 

safe and fun summer with your animals!

Heat Alert!

Stallion syndications have 
been a popular vehicle 
for people engaged in 
breeding activities for 
over 40 years.  Stallion 
syndications are a form 
of co-ownership in which 
each investor acquires 
a fractional interest in 
the promoter’s stallion, 
with breeding rights.  The 
arrangement provides 
for lower costs to the 
participants, spreading 
risks of loss, and sharing 
of maintenance costs.  
each participant is entitled 
to annual breedings to the 
stallion.  Syndicates were 
initially popularized in 
the Thoroughbred racing 
industry.
 
There are tax benefits for 
all members of a stallion 
syndicate.  Each investor 

emerging Viability of Stallion Syndications
By John Alan Cohan, Attorney at Law

is entitled to depreciate 
the cost of the fractional 
interest, and to deduct 
maintenance costs from 
one’s income tax.  In addi-
tion, investors may decide 
to lease a broodmare, and 
those costs are tax deduct-
ible.  of course, this is 
with the caveat that the 
taxpayer has the intention 
to be engaged in an activity 
for profit.
 
Sometimes a syndicate is 
formed in order to pool 
resources to purchase a 
top quality stallion.
 
Generally, the Securities 
and exchange Commission 
regards stallion syndica-
tions as “non-securities,” 
which means that the 
promoter can freely adver-
tise and solicit the general 

public to buy stallion shares 
as long as the agreement 
is in correct legal form.  
Each investor becomes a 
co-owner of a fractional 
interest in the stallion. 
    
Drafting a Syndicate Agree-
ment is crucial to any horse 
syndication because there 
are important legal consid-
erations, not to mention 
the importance of making 
the agreement compatible 
with Federal tax law consid-
erations. 
 
The stallion stands at the 
syndicate manager’s farm 
with the manager, who has 
day-to-day charge of the 
animal.  Also, the syndicate 
manager is responsible for 
keeping accurate books and 
records of the syndicate to 
show all income and dis-

bursements involved, and 
other information pertinent 
to the syndicate, including 
veterinary reports, breed-
ing schedules, the pedi-
gree information of mares 
nominated to the stallion, 
and other details.  each co-
owner, in turn, must keep 
separate business records 
in accordance with IRS 
regulations applicable to 
horse activities.
 
A good Syndicate Agree-
ment will specify the duties 
of the manager, what sort 
of voting rights are con-
ferred on the co-owners, 
and what sort of market-
ing plan or strategy will be 
implemented to promote 
the foals of the stallion pro-
duced under the Syndicate.
    

Mortality insurance on the 
horse is factored into the 
annual maintenance fee.
 
Syndicates may be re-
garded as a partnership for 
federal income tax purpos-
es, in which each co-owner 
is allocated a portion of 
the income, expense and 
depreciation for their own 
income tax returns.
 
In order to market a syndi-
cation, the promoter needs 
to own or plan on acquire 
a well-established stallion 
that has popular appeal 
and an outstanding record.  
Only then can purchasers 
be persuaded to enter into 
the deal.  Also, it is helpful 
to have a formal appraisal 
of the animal.

 
Stallion syndications today 
are still a viable means to 
cut down on costs, and can 
be a prudent economic 
alternative to outright own-
ership of high quality stal-
lions.  Legal counsel should 
be consulted to properly 
draft Syndicate Agreements 
and to insure that applica-
ble tax and securities laws 
are taken into account.
 
 
 
[John Alan Cohan is a 
lawyer who has served 
the horse, livestock and 
farming industries since 
l98l.  He can be reached at: 
(3l0) 278-0203, by e-mail at 
johnalancohan@aol.com, 
or you can see more at his 
website: www.johnalanco-
han.com.]
 

MANKATo, Minn. 
(7/16/2013) – As a result 
of recent Congressional 
and Minnesota legislative 
action, there have been 
substantial tax changes 
that directly affect Min-
nesota farm families. 
Many of the tax changes 
affect the farm business 
but several have impact on 
personal issues for farm 
families such as estate and 
gift tax issues. 

of huge benefit to farm-
ers are the changes in 
the federal depreciation 
rules. Many of the former 
rules were extended al-
lowing farmers greater 
depreciation amounts. 
Personal income tax rates 
for high income taxpay-

ers were increased both 
at the federal and Min-
nesota state level. Federal 
capital gains tax rates were 
modified keeping the 5% 
and 15% levels but adding 
a 20% level for taxpayers 
in the 39.6% income tax 
bracket. Federal estate and 
gift tax exclusions amounts 
were increased. The estate 
exclusion amount will be 
$5,250,000 for 2013 and in-
dexed for inflation. The an-
nual gift exclusion amount 
will be $14,000 per person 
in 2013. The lifetime gift 
exclusion amount will be 
$5,250,000. in Minnesota, 
the state legislature clari-
fied several points of the 
Qualified Small Business 
Property & Qualified Farm 
Property Exclusion mak-

ing it much easier for farm 
families to qualify. Min-
nesota also initiated a new 
state gift tax with an annual 
exclusion of $14,000 per 
person and a lifetime exclu-
sion of $1,000,000. These 
are only a few examples of 
the many changes for 2013 
and beyond.

The many changes can be 
very confusing but are very 
crucial for tax and financial 
planning for farm families. 
Gary Hachfeld, university 
of Minnesota Extension 
educator in ag business 
management states “Get-
ting good tax and financial 
assistance when navigating 
all these laws is critical. 
Seek competent help from 
your accountant and attor-

Tax Changes Affect Farm Families

Reach Your 
Target Market

For Reasonable and Competitive Rates 
Contact:

Kari Hagstrom @ (320) 766-2620
Kari.venews@hotmail.com

Ley Bouchard @ (701) 361-8648
leybou@gmail.com

Advertise  Your Products 
and Services in the
Valley Equestrian 

Newspaper 
and

ney for information about 
these issues specific to your 
situation. one mistake can 
be costly”.

To aid in the process of un-
derstanding these changes 
and how they affect you, 
there is 
available an 
information-
al document 
compiled by 
University 
of Minne-
sota Exten-
sion. The 
document 
outlines 
many of the 
changes 
mentioned 
previously. 
The direct 
link to the 
document 
is:  http://
www.cffm.
umn.edu/
Publica-
tions/pubs/
FarmMgt-
Topics/Ag-
TaxUpdate.
pdf. This 
document 
will be 
updated 
as future 
changes 
occur in 
federal and 
state tax 
law.

Gary A. Hachfeld is an 
agricultural business 
management educator with 
University of Minnesota 
Extension.

The University of Minne-
sota, including University of 
Minnesota Extension,
 is an equal opportunity 
educator and employer.

"Horses and art have 
filled my life growing up in 
Minnesota. Since mak-
ing my home in Montana 
along the eastern front of 
the Rockies in 1986, i am 
absorbed by wonderful 
landscapes and life in Mon-
tana. Studying all aspects 

of horses since childhood 
has helped developed my 
artistic and riding skills.  
Mastering horses, as with 
painting; is an elusive chal-
lenge," says Diane Haus-
man, owner of Hasemann 
Studio--Fine equine and 
Western  Art.  "My goal is 
to capture the expression, 

spark and motion 
of the subject in 
my painting or 
sculpture.  How 
horses interact with 
each other or with 
people is the basis 
of my work.   I’m 
constantly work-
ing to improve my 
riding and grow-
ing as an artist 
through personal 
study, dedication 
and an occasional 
workshop.  These 
subjects parallel 
each other in that 
“pursuit of knowl-
edge”. 

~ Signature mem-
ber – international 
equine Artists 
~ Signature mem-
ber and past Presi-

dent - Montana Watercolor 
Society 
~ Founding member and 
past president - Front 
Range Art Association
~ Coach – Montana Artre-
preneur Program
 

The VEN Fine Art Feature:
Showcasing the work of Diane Hausman

Bay Jake Rs by 
Diane Hausman

     Magnesium. You hear 
about it a lot these days, 
particularly when it comes 
to treating obese horses, 
especially those with the 
telltale sign of insulin 
resistance: stubborn fat de-
posits along the crest of the 
neck and back, and behind 
the shoulders. And since 
magnesium is also involved 
with maintaining normal 
neuromuscular activity, 
supplementing it can have a 
dramatic impact on calming 

behavior, easing sensitivity, 
and improving muscle func-
tion and endurance.

How much?
     The insulin resistant ani-
mal responds well to large 
amounts of supplemental 
magnesiumi. However, 
magnesium needs to be 
balanced with calcium 
because calcium competes 
with it for absorption; 
therefore the magnesium 
content should be at 
least half that of calcium. 
Forages grown in areas 
of acidic or clay soils are 
typically low in magnesium. 
Compound this with low 
bioavailability, and your 
equine friend may be get-
ting just enough to prevent 
a deficiency but not quite 
enough to maintain normal 
hormonal and nervous 
system functioning.

     To help with regional 
fat deposits, i recommend 
supplementing magnesium 
to bring it in line with cal-
cium. A 2:1 ratio of Ca:Mg 
is appropriate and can be 
as high as 1:1. Consider this 
example: Your hay contains 
.25% magnesium and .60% 
calcium. Twenty pounds 
provides 22.7 grams of 
magnesium (20 lb X 454 g/
lb X .0025) and 54.5 grams 
of calcium (20 lbs X 454 g/
lb X .0060). Assume that 

only 50% of the magnesium 
from your hay is absorbed; 
therefore, only 11.35 grams 
of magnesium is provided 
by this hay. Supplement 
additional magnesium to 
bring the Ca:Mg ratio to 
2:1ii. So in this example, 
you should supplement 
an additional 16 grams of 
magnesium to bring the 
Ca:Mg ratio into balance.

      Obviously it is best 
to test your hay before 

supplementing magnesium. 
if this is not feasible, offer 
your 1000 lb horse a more 
conservative amount -- say 
10 grams per day. Continue 
supplementing until you 
see the fat pads start to 
diminish (can take several 
months); then reduce the 
amount of magnesium by 
half.

     To help with behav-
ior or muscular issues, 
experiment by adding 3 to 
10 grams of magnesium to 
the diet. Results should be 
seen within a week; if not, 
magnesium is not the issue.

Inorganic sources 
and absorption
     Magnesium found in for-
ages and feedstuffs is not 
well absorbed – only 40 to 
60 percent. This has a lot to 
do with competition from 
calcium. Consequently, 
inorganic sources such as 
magnesium oxide, citrate, 
and sulfate have a higher 
absorption rate (70%) than 
magnesium found in natu-
ral sourcesiii. Comparisons 
between three inorganic 
sources are shown in the 
table above:
 

Whole foods
     The magnesium found in 
natural sources is chelated 

(bound) to another mole-
cule, such as an amino acid, 
to facilitate absorption. 
While the absorption rate 
is slightly diminished by 
calcium, whole foods boost 
your horse’s overall diet by 
adding additional minerals, 
as well as vitamins, fats, 
and protein.
      
     Whole food sources 
of magnesium are not 
nearly as concentrated as 
a magnesium supplement. 

But they can aid in reducing 
insulin resistance as well as 
protect your horse’s ner-
vous system and muscles. 
These foods are especially 
high in magnesium, and 
are listed from high to low 
levels (found in one cup): 
• Pumpkin seeds (shelled): 
1200 mg
• Flax or Chia seeds: 660 
mg (high in omega 3s)
• Sesame seeds: 500 mg
• Almonds: 400 mg
• Quinoa: 340 mg (high in 
starch)
• Wheat germ: 275 mg 
(high in omega 6s)
• Split peas: 230 mg

Can you give a 
horse too much 
magnesium?
      Not likely. According 
to the National Research 
Councilv, the maximum 
tolerable concentration is 
0.8 percent. Twenty pounds 
of hay testing at this level 
would provide a whopping 
72.64 grams (72,640 mg) of 
magnesium. The gastroin-
testinal tract only absorbs 
what the body needs and 
the rest is excreted in the 
manure. However, since 
the kidneys are responsible 
for excreting magnesium, 

Sources of Magnesium -- 
Including Whole Foods

by Juliet M. Getty, Ph.D.

Commonly Supplemented inorganic Magnesium 
Sources and Concentrations

Source Percent 
Mg

Amount needed to 
provide 5g of Mgiv Comments

Magnesium 
oxide

56.2% 8.9 g Readily absorbed 
and most concen-
trated.

Magnesium 
citrate

11.0% 45.5 g Most easily ab-
sorbed but low 
concentration, ne-
cessitating larger 
amounts.

Magnesium 
sulfate

9.8% 51.0 g Epsom salt. Poorly ab-
sorbed and has a high 
laxative effect.

Continued on page 18
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ST. PAuL (July  18, 2013)—This year, 76 
families from throughout Minnesota will 
be honored as a 2013 Farm Family of the 
Year by the University of Minnesota.

The families will be recognized in ceremo-
nies set for 1:30 to 3 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 
8 at the annual Minnesota Farmfest near 
Redwood Falls. 

Local extension committees chose the 
families for demonstrating commitment to 
enhancing and supporting agriculture. The 
families represent each county participat-
ing in the program.

"Farm families and agri-
culture are a major driver 
of Minnesota's economy 
and the vitality of Minne-
sota's rural communities," 
said Bev Durgan, dean of 
University of Minnesota 
Extension. "The University 
of Minnesota is proud to 
recognize these outstand-
ing families for their con-
tributions to agriculture 
and their communities."

A sampling of families and the breadth of 
their contributions to agriculture follows, 
as does a complete list. More on Farm-
fest is available at www.ideaggroup.com/
farmfest.

The background on all the farm families is 
at http://mnfarmfamilies.cfans.umn.edu/
families-by-year/2013-farm-families/.

Paul and Deb Rentschler and family, Jack-
son County
     A fourth generation farming family, the 
Rentschlers operate a wean-to-finish hog 
operation, as well as growing corn and 
soybeans. The family is from Lakefield and 
is active in 4-H, including the state swine 
committee, and FFA, as well as the Minne-
sota Pork Chop open and Jackson County 
Jackpot Hog Show.

Chad and Cameo Zehnder and family, 
isanti County 
     Farming in Stanchfield since 2002, the 
Zehnders grow alfalfa and grass hay and 
raise purebred Red Angus and Charolais 
beef cattle that are sold throughout the 
united States. They are involved in 4-H, 
National Cattleman’s Beef Association, 
Minnesota Cattleman’s Association and 
the executive committee of the Minnesota 
Beef expo; they also are Farm Bureau 
members.

Benike Farms, inc., Koochiching County
     in 1993, Brent, Ross and Kent Benike 
formed Benike Farms from the operation 
begun by their parents. Today, Benike 
Farms consists of 700 acres of diversified 
crops including wheat, perennial ryegrass, 
soybean, canola and you-pick corn. The 
farm is a member of the Minnesota Crop 
improvement Association and the Minne-
sota Soybean Growers; all three brothers 
volunteer with area civic programs. 

Donny and Holly Thompson and family, 
olmsted County
     using high-technology advances 
including daily milk weights and activity 
monitoring, the Thompsons house nearly 
200 head of registered and grade Hol-
steins. They also raise crops on more than 
700 acres, with more acres devoted to 

university recognizes Farm Families of the Year for 2013
pasture, woods and waterways.  The family 
is involved in 4-H, FFA and the Minnesota 
Dairy Herd improvement Association.

Tim Page and Cherry Flowers, Ramsey 
County
     operating as Page & Flowers, Tim and 
Cherry grow a range of vegetables at their 
home in St. Paul and certified organic prop-
erty in North Branch.  They take part in a 
wide range of activities, including the Sus-
tainable Agriculture Conference, MoSeS, 
Black Farmers, immigrant and Minority 
Farmers Conference and the High Tunnel 
Conference.    

     The other honorees, by county, are:
Aitkin:   Paulson Farm
Anoka:  Larry and Sandi Golyer
Becker:   John and Linda Schouviller Family
Beltrami: John Jr. and Shelly Gilbertson
Big Stone: Mark and Amy Blackwelder
Blue Earth: Doug and Lori Meixell
Brown: Pace Farms
Carlton: Jon and Ann Finifrock Family
Carver:  Jopp Century Farm
Cass: The Martins
Chippewa: Marc and Jan Stevens        

Chisago: Al and Judy olson, Wild Mountain 
Vineyard and Winery
Clay: Brian and Barb Kimm
Clearwater: Tom and Corrinne Anderson
Cottonwood: Troy and Lisa erickson
Dakota: Donald and Lisa Kamen Family
Dodge: Toquam Family Farm
Douglas: Larry and Mary Kay Lund
Faribault: Cartwright Farm
Fillmore: Heusinkveld Farms
Freeborn: Miller Family
Goodhue: Rae and Leo Rusnak
Grant: Michael and Denise Hanson
Hennepin: Patnode Farms
Houston: Carrie and Wesley Lapham Family 

isanti:  Chad and Cameo 
Zehnder and Family
itasca:   oliver and Gertie 
Juntunen
Jackson:  Paul and Deb 
Rentschler
Kanabec: Faye, Rick, and 
Dennis of River Mist 
Farms
Kandiyohi: Terry and 
Carol Schaefer Family
Kittson: Roger and Ber-
nice Anderson
Koochiching:  Benike 

Farms, inc.
Lac qui Parle: Mulder Dairy
Lake: Lise and David Abazs
Lake of the Woods: Darrell and Doris 
Nelson
Le Sueur: Kienlen Family
Lincoln: Kirk Family
Lyon: LeClaire’s Fresh Veggies
Martin: Cory and Layne ebeling
McLeod County: Dahlke Family
Meeker: Vir Kar J Swiss Farm, Virgil and 
Karen Ackerman Family

MANKATo, Minn. (7/10/2013) - As part of 
the 2013 Minnesota legislative session, 
several changes were made in the Quali-
fied Small Business Property & Qualified 
Farm Property Exclusion. This $4 million 
dollar Minnesota estate tax exclusion for 
qualified small business and qualified 
farm property was signed into law July 
2011 for decedents dying after June 30, 
2011. However, the law excluded several 
points making it difficult for farm families 
to qualify. 

For farm land, the estate tax exclusion 
rules were modified substantially making 
it much easier [for] farm families. Quali-
fied heirs or family members no longer 
need to use the farm property in the trade 
or business for three years following the 
decedent’s death. in addition, the heirs 
do not have to homestead the property. 
However, they are required to maintain 
a farm property classification of 2a, farm 
land, for three years following the dece-
dent’s death. 

A second major change in the law now 
allows for property held in a general 
partnership, limited partnerships, single 
member LLCs, S & C corporations and 
trusts to qualify. Gary Hachfeld, university 
of Minnesota Extension Educator in Agri-
cultural Business Management states that 
“These business and estate planning enti-
ties are commonly used by farm families 
in their strategic business planning. Being 
previously excluded created difficulties for 
farm families planning for the future of 
their business and personal estate.”

if the qualified heir disposes of any inter-
est in the property other than to another 
qualified heir or does not maintain the 
2a classification on the farm property 
for three years following the decedent’s 
death, they will be subject to a 16% recap-
ture tax. The amont will be calculated on 
the entire value of the exclusion and the 
tax is due and payable to the Minnesota 
Department of Revenue within six months 
after the disqualifying disposition.

One new provision was added to the law 
requiring the need to report whether or 
not any recapture tax is due if the estate 
elected the qualified property exclusion. 
The process includes filing two informa-
tion returns to confirm no recapture tax is 
due. The first return is due 24 - 26 months 
after the decedent’s death and the second 
is due 36 - 39 months after the decedent’s 
death. This requirement is effective for re-
turns due after Dec. 31, 2013 which applies 
to estates of those who have died after 
Dec. 31, 2011.

Hachfeld states “These exclusion rules can 
be complex. Check with your tax preparer 
and attorney for information specific to 
your situation. one mistake can be costly 
when dealing with the amount of assets 
involved in a farm operation today.” 

Gary A. Hachfeld is an agricultural business 
management educator with University of 
Minnesota Extension.
      The University of Minnesota, including 
University of Minnesota Extension,
 is an equal opportunity educator and 
employer.

Key Changes in MN $4 Million estate exclusion

Mille Lacs: Richard and Sandy Bronson
Morrison: Jeff and Leah Schilling, Ripley 
Esker Farms
Mower: Neuvirth Family
Murray: Kluis Farms
Nicollet: David and Ann Wendinger
Nobles: Marlyn and Jalene Nystrom
Norman: Loren and Deb Eken Farm
Olmsted:  Donny and Holly Thompson 
Family
otter Tail: Leaderbrand Brothers
Pine: Mark & Anna Watrin
Pipestone: Mike and Carrie Caskey
Polk: Neal and Jolene Anderson
Pope: Klimek Family Farms
Ramsey:  Page & Flowers
Red Lake: David and Peggy Miller
Redwood: Brian and Michelle Hicks Family
Renville: John and Sheila Robinson Family
Rice: Bauers – Mark, Sue, Skyler & Brandi
Rock: Sandbulte Family
Roseau: Ray and Lillian Christianson
Scott: Les and Sue Quatmann
Sibley: Dale and Julie Schwartz Family
Stearns: Borgerding Dairy Farm
Steele: Balzer Family Dairy          
Stevens: Dick and Suzanne Smith
Swift: Holtkamp Farms
Todd: Michael and Eloise Thorson
Traverse: Joe and Katie Murphy Family
Wabasha: Sapa Ska Farm, David and Den-
nis Pierson
Wadena: Tim and Rita Nolte Family
Waseca: Brad and Beth Krause and Family 
– Jacob, Caleb, Tatiana & Tanyce
Washington: Byron and Helen Anderson 
Family
Watonwan: Brown Family Farm
Winona: earth-Be-Glad Farm, Mike and 
Jennifer Rupprecht
Wright: Randy and Barbara Abel
Yellow Medicine: The Charles and Lorie 
Hoffman Family
     For more news from U of M Extension, 
visit www.extension.umn.edu/news or 
contact Extension Communications at ext-
news@umn.edu. University of Minnesota 
Extension is an equal opportunity educator 
and employer.
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     For years, equine vet-
erinarians have treated 
horses at farms, train-
ing facilities, shows and 
racetracks because that 
is where the horses are. 
in many cases, it is not 
possible for owners to 
bring their horses to a 
clinic or hospital. Vet-
erinarians have carried 
needed medications with 
them and secured them 
in their vehicles. How-
ever, their ability to do 
this and provide care to a 
horse in the field is now 
in jeopardy.
      The Drug Enforce-
ment Administration 
(DEA) has suggested 
that the Controlled 
Substances Act (CSA) 
prohibits veterinarians 
from transporting and 
using controlled sub-
stances to treat their 
animal patients other 
than locations where the 
drugs are registered with 
the DeA. This means, for 
example, veterinarians 
who treat horses and 
other livestock in rural 
areas could be barred 
from bringing key medi-
cations to the animals. 
in addition, the DeA has 
said that veterinarians 
who operate ambulatory 
practices and cross state 
lines to provide care, but 
do not have a principal 
place of business regis-
tered within that state, 
are working beyond the 
confines of the CSA.
“It is unfortunate our 
veterinarians are being 

subjected to this issue to 
provide even the most 
basic of care to animals,” 
said R.J. Layher, Director 
of Health & Regulatory 
Affairs for the American 
Horse Council (AHC).      
“The Veterinary Medi-
cine Mobility Act is a 
legislative fix to the CSA 
to assure that vets are 
able to treat horses in a 
timely and professional 
manner.”
     The Veterinary 
Medicine Mobility Act 
of 2013, was introduced 
my Representative Kurt 
Schrader (D-oR) in the 
House (H.R. 1528) and 
Senators Jerry Moran 
(R-KS) and Angus King 
(i-Me) in the Senate 
(S.1171).
     The bills would amend 
the CSA to prohibit a 
veterinarian from be-
ing required to have a 
separate registration in 
order to transport and 
dispense controlled 
substances in the usual 
course of veterinary 
practice at a site other 
than the veterinar-
ians principal place of 
practice, as long as the 
dispensing site is located 
in a state where the 
veterinarian is licensed 
to practice.
       H.R.1528 has been 
referred to House Com-
mittee on Judiciary and 
the energy and Com-
merce Committee. S. 
1171 has been referred 
to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee.

AHC Supports Veterinary 
Medicine Mobility Act

CRooKSToN, Minn. – The 
University of Minnesota 
Crookston and athletic di-
rector Stephanie Helgeson 
have announced the hiring 
of former uMC western 
equestrian team member 
Kayla Krueger as assistant 
women’s equestrian coach. 
Krueger was a member of 
the Golden eagle eques-
trian team from 2009-12. 
“i feel very confident that 
Kayla will be a wonderful 
asset to the uMC eques-
trian team,” said uMC head 
equestrian coach Brooke 
Leininger. “Kayla competed 
for three years for the uMC 
equestrian team and was 
team captain during her 
last season. She under-
stands the student-athlete 
experience, 
as well as 
the vision 
and future 
of the team, 
and I am 
very excited 
to bring her 
on board.”
Krueger 
was an ac-
complished 
rider for 
the western 
team during 
her three 
years with 
the Golden 
Eagles. She 
advanced to 
the Intercollegiate Horse 
Show Association (iHSA) 
Western Semifinals in Find-
lay, ohio as a junior where 
she placed sixth in the 
Advanced Horsemanship 

division. Krueger helped 
the Golden Eagles take 
fifth place overall as a 
team at the IHSA West-
ern Semifinals in 2011.
Krueger has worked 
with horses in different 
capacities. During the 
summer of 2011 she 
worked at Briggs Show 
Horses in Pilot Point, 
Texas. At uMC, Krueger 
worked as a stable hand 

for the uMC equine facility. 
She also worked as a horse 
riding instructor for five 
years at Camp Birchwood in 
Laporte, Minn. and worked 
as a stable hand at Rocky 
Meadow Farm for seven 
years in Guthrie, Minn. 
This past year she has been 
working as a trainer in 
Montana.
Krueger, originally from 
Walker, Minn., graduated 
in the spring of 2012 with 
a bachelor of science in 
equine science with an 
emphasis in agricultural 
business. Krueger will begin 
her position as assistant 
equestrian coach in August. 
She replaces Nicky Over-
gaard who will remain at 
the University of Minnesota 

Crook-
ston as an 
instruc-
tor in the 
Agriculture 
and Natural 
Resources 
Depart-
ment. 
For more 
informa-
tion, visit 
the Golden 
Eagle Athlet-
ics Web site 
at www.
goldenea-
glesports.
com.

Follow the Golden Eagles 
on Facebook at Golden 
eagle Sports and on Twitter 
at @uMCAthletics.

The University of Minne-
sota Crookston is an NCAA 
Division ii institution and 
a member of the Northern 
Sun intercollegiate Confer-
ence (NSiC). The Golden 
eagle equestrian team is a 
member of the Intercolle-
giate Horse Show Associa-
tion (iHSA).

Former Golden Eagle Krueger 
Returns as equestrian Asst. Coach

Groft 
Horseshoeing

Koby Groft

218.849.5356
I also trim goats!

Call Any Time!

By Bev Durgan, Dean, 
University of Minnesota 
Extension 

ST. PAuL, Minn. 
(7/24/2013) —Agriculture 
keeps advancing, adapting 
new technology to meet 
the needs of an increas-
ingly global economy. Chal-
lenges have intensified as 
well—a lengthy drought, 
heavy 
precipita-
tion and 
uncertain 
farm 
policies, 
to men-
tion a 
few. 

The Uni-
versity of 
Min-
nesota 
started 
the Farm 
Family of 
the Year program 33 years 
ago to recognize success-
ful farm families for their 
impact on our economy 
and rural communities. 
This year, families from 76 
Minnesota counties will be 
recognized for their con-
tributions to agriculture, 
the economy and rural 
communities at an Aug. 
8 ceremony at Farmfest, 
the state’s largest farm 
gathering. 

I salute those selected 
as 2013 University of 
Minnesota farm families 
because they represent 
the ideals shared by all 
farm families. Minne-
sota farm families not only 
persist and endure, but 
they continually improve 
the way they manage the 
land and produce food for 
the world. Farm families 
keep pace with change and 
innovate, while juggling 
busy lives and unexpected 
challenges. 

unquestionably, farm fami-
lies care about the land. 
As stewards of the land, 
they know they need to 
maintain it for future gen-
erations, just as they know 

that their land produces 
food and energy that must 
serve a doubling popula-
tion by 2050. 

Farmers contribute in ways 
that matter to the entire 
state, providing more than 
340,000 jobs and $75 bil-
lion in economic activity. 
They also contribute their 

time and skills to solve 
community problems, 
and keep their schools, 
businesses and youth 
organizations strong. Many 
volunteer for 4-H and other 
groups, and donate gener-
ously to these efforts.

each year, university of 
Minnesota Extension works 
directly with farm families 
to understand and address 
the challenges of farming. 
I would like to thank all 
the families who welcome 
University faculty onto 
their farms and share their 
knowledge and experi-
ence with us. Farm families 
make incalculable contribu-
tions to the science of ag-
riculture. We are honored 
to know them, and to work 
together to improve our 
food and energy system.

Bev Durgan is the dean of 
University of Minnesota 
Extension.

Connect with Extension:
Like UofMNExt on Face-
book.  
Follow UMNExt on Twitter.  
Subscribe to UofMNExt on 
YouTube. 

Farm families impact Minnesota’s 
economy and rural communities

D-I-TDo-It-Together: for Fun, Fitness, Build Relationships, Mentor, Grow, & more!
Send us your D-I-Ts and receive credit 
in print and a 3-month subscription to 

The Valley Equestrian News!
How do you D-I-T?

Email to:
thevenews@gmail.com
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From the Horse's Mouth: Industry News

SANTA Fe, NM- Former 
Governor Bill Richardson 
and legendary actor, direc-
tor, and conservationist 
Robert Redford today 
announced they are join-
ing the fight to stop horse 
slaughterhouses from 
reopening in the United 
States. The action is the 
first of a new founda-
tion the two have formed 
to protect animals and 
wildlife. 
The Foundation to Protect 
New Mexico Wildlife has 
filed in federal court to join 

Former Governor Bill Richardson and Robert Redford Join Fight to Stop 
Horse Slaughterhouses: Announce Formation of Foundation Focused 

on Protecting Animals and Wildlife
as a plaintiff in a lawsuit 
filed by animal protection 
organizations, including 
the Humane Society of the 
United States and Front 
Range equine Rescue, to 
block the revival of Ameri-
can horse slaughter. The 
lawsuit claims the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
violated federal law by 
failing to conduct required 
reviews of the known 
environmental dangers 
caused by horse slaugh-
terhouses, including one 
trying to open in Roswell, 

New Mexico. The 
Foundation and other 
plaintiffs are seeking 
an emergency injunc-
tion. 
     “As a lifelong horse 
lover, i am commit-
ted to doing what-
ever it takes to stop 
the return of horse 
slaughterhouses in 
this country and, in 
particular, my own 
state,” Governor 
Richardson said. 
“Congress was right 
to ban the inhumane 
practice years ago, 
and it is unfathom-
able that the federal 
government is now 

      Winston Churchill said 
“there is something about 
the outside of a horse that 
is good for the inside of a 
man.”  Horse people have 
known that for a long time.  
if Representatives Michael 
Burgess (R-TX) and Tom 
Cotton (R-AR) have their 
way, TRiCARe, the health 
care program serving uni-
formed active duty service 
members, veterans and 
their families, will under-
stand that too.
     Over the last decade 
as many forms of therapy 
have failed, more and more 
military personnel and 
family members who suffer 
from wounds and debilitat-
ing diseases have sought 
treatment through thera-
peutic riding programs or 
hippotherapy. Unfortu-
nately, TRiCARe, does not 
cover therapeutic riding 
because it considers such 
therapy as experimental 
and unproven.
     This issue has been high-
lighted by the plight of Kait-
lyn Samules, a member of a 
military family who suffers 
from scoliosis and epilepsy. 
Her condition was severe 
enough for her doctors to 
prescribe therapeutic rid-
ing as her physical therapy. 

While TRiCARe will cover 
any physical therapy that 
is medically necessary or 
proven to work, it denied 
coverage for Kaitlyn’s care.  
even after a court battle 
won by the Samuels, TRi-
CARe and the Department 
of Defense still continue to 
deny coverage to Kaitlyn.
      That’s when Congress-
men Burgess and Cotton 
stepped in, introducing the 
Rehabilitative Therapy Par-
ity for Military Beneficiaries 
Act of 2013 (H.R 1705). This 
legislation would amend 
Federal law to include 
“therapies provided on a 
horse” to treatments cov-
ered by TRiCARe.
     “The American Horse 
Council fully supports this 
legislation and encourages 
its members to reach out to 
their Representatives in the 
House of Representatives 
and ask for their support,” 
said R.J. Layher, Director of 
Health & Regulatory Affairs 
for the AHC.  “This is good 
for our servicemen and 
women, veterans and their 
families and it is good for 
our riding rehabilitation 
programs and horses.”
    Currently, the bill has 
nine co-sponsors and has 
been referred to the House. 

Federal Bill Would Make 
equine Therapy eligible for 

Military Insurance

From the Horse's Mouth: Horse Council News

     The Prevent All Soring 
Tactics Act of 2013, the bill 
introduced last April by 
Congressmen ed Whitfield 
(R-KY) to strengthen the 
Horse Protection Act (HPA), 
was a main topic of discus-
sion at the AHC annual 
meeting in mid-June.  it 
was discussed at two com-
mittee meetings and both 
recommended that the 
AHC and other organiza-
tions continue to support 
the bill. 
     The following organi-
zations now support the 
soring bill:  the American 
Horse Council, the Ameri-
can Association of equine 
Practitioners, the American 
Morgan Horse Association, 
the American Paint Horse 
Association, the American 
Quarter Horse Association, 
the Appaloosa Horse Club, 
the Arabian Horse Asso-
ciation, the Pinto Horse 
Association of America, the 
Maryland Horse Council, 
the American Veterinary 
Medical Association and 
other groups. 
      The HPA was enacted in 
1970 to prohibit the show-

ing, transporting or sale 
at auction of a horse that 
has been sored.  The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(uSDA), which enforces 
the HPA, deems soring to 
involve the use of action 
devices, chemicals, pads, 
wedges or practices that 
cause pain in the horse’s 
forelegs to produce an 
accentuated show gait for 
competition.  According to 
the uSDA, soring has been 
primarily used with Tennes-
see Walking Horses, Rack-
ing Horses, and Spotted 
Saddle Horses and contin-
ues despite the existence of 
a federal ban for over forty 
years.
     “The bill would amend 
the HPA to prohibit a Ten-
nessee Walking Horse, a 
Racking Horse, or a Spotted 
Saddle Horse from be-
ing shown, exhibited, or 
auctioned with an action 
device, or a weighted shoe, 
pad, wedge, hoof band 
or other device or mate-
rial if it is constructed to 
artificially alter the gait of 
the horse and is not strictly 
protective or therapeu-

tic, said Jay Hickey, AHC 
president.  “These new 
prohibitions would not 
apply to other breeds and 
would not prohibit the use 
of therapeutic pads, or 
bell boots or quarter boots 
that are used as protective 
devices.” 
     The legislation would 
also increase fines and 
penalties for violations 
and create a new licens-
ing process for horse show 
inspectors, eliminating the 
current program that uses 
industry-affiliated desig-
nated qualified persons 
(DQPs).  The existing DQP 
program has received 
criticism because DQPs 
are often not independent 
of the industry they are 
inspecting.  under the new 
legislation, uSDA would be 
required to train, license 
and appoint independent 
inspectors.  Licensed or 
accredited veterinarians 
would be given preference 
for these positions.  The de-
cision to hire an inspector, 

Federal Soring Bill Gains More Support 
     Congressman Peter 
King (R-NY) has introduced 
the latest in a long line 
of bills intended to roll 
back current prohibitions 
on interstate Internet 
gambling.  Mr. King’s bill 
would legalize all forms of 
wagering on the internet, 
except sports betting.  The 
Internet Gambling Regula-
tion, enforcement, and 
Consumer Protection Act 
of 2013 (H. R. 2282) sets 
up a federal structure to 
license and regulate enti-
ties, including race tracks, 
that might offer all forms 
of gambling online, except 
sports betting. 
     The bill includes several 
provisions beneficial to 
horse racing that do not 
involve Internet wagering.
Congressman King’s bill 
does not repeal the Un-
lawful Internet Gambling 
enforcement Act (uiGeA), 
which was enacted in 2006 
to stop Internet wager-
ing.  Rather it creates a 
new federal regulatory 
and enforcement frame-
work under which Internet 
gambling operators could 
obtain licenses from the 
Department of Treasury or 
state or tribal authorities 
authorizing them to accept 
wagers over the Internet.
Individual states and Indian 

tribes would be able to 
“opt-out” and prohibit or 
limit Internet gambling 
within their borders by 
notifying the Secretary of 
Treasury that they have 
done so.  Bets could not be 
taken from those states or 
tribal lands.
     The bill would create an 
office of internet Gambling 
Oversight in the Depart-
ment of Treasury with au-
thority to oversee state and 
tribal agencies licensing 
operators.  Any state and 
tribal agency could qualify 
as a qualified governing 
body if it met federal stan-
dards of suitability. 
Applicants for licenses 
could apply to either the 
Treasury office directly or 
to a state or tribal agency 
designated by Treasury.
      The bill is intended to 
treat casinos, indian tribes, 
lotteries, race tracks, and 
other operators of Inter-
net gambling equally.  No 
one entity or group would 
receive preference in 
licensing.  Unlike previous 
legislation, there are no re-
quirements that an opera-
tor have been in existence 
for a minimum length of 
time or be of a certain size.  
But they must show they 
are suitable and capable of 
operating online gaming. 

The bill would not apply 
to current interstate bets 
on horse racing “permis-
sible under the Interstate 
Horseracing Act of 1978,” 
whether made by “tele-
phone, internet, satellite, 
or other wire or wireless 
communication facility, ser-
vice, or medium.”  A track 
or operator would not need 
a federal license under this 
bill to offer interstate off-
track wagers under the IHA.  
Should a racing operator 
wish to offer other forms 
of internet wagering, the 
requirements of the bill 
would apply. 
     The bill includes sev-
eral important benefits 
for horseracing.  It would 
clarify that the federal 
Wire Act does not prohibit 
activities allowed under the 
IHA.  It would also exempt 
wagers under the IHA or 
international wagers on 
horseracing that are lawful 
in the state and foreign 
jurisdiction involved from 
UIGEA. 
     The bill was referred 
to three committees: the 
House Committee on 
Financial Services, on which 
Mr. King sits, the House 
Committee on Judiciary; 
and the House Committee 
on energy and Commerce.

     on June 27, the Senate 
passed the Border Securi-
ty, economic opportunity, 
and immigration Mod-
ernization Act of 2013 (S. 
744) on a 68 to 32 vote. 
The bill is a comprehen-
sive immigration package 
that increases border 
security, provides a path 
to legalization for undocu-
mented immigrants, and 
makes major changes to 
all aspects of the immigra-
tion system.   
     “The AHC supports this 
bill because it would fix 
many of the immigra-
tion issues facing the 
horse industry, said AHC 
president Jay Hickey. 
“We believe bipartisan 
passage of this bill is 
an important step to 
finally fixing the immi-
gration problem.”
The bill would substan-
tially increase border 
security and imple-
ment an employment 
verification system.  
Most importantly for the 
horse industry, it would 
allow undocumented 
workers to legalize their 
status and replace the 
broken H-2A program with 
a new agricultural worker 
program administered by 

U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. It would also make 
improvements to the H-2B 
program and create a new 
W-visa low skilled program 
that would allow employ-
ers to hire foreign workers 
when no Americans can be 
found. 
Comprehensive immigra-
tion reform has been a pri-
ority of the AHC for many 
years. The difficulty horse 
farms, horse shows, train-
ers and others have had re-

cruiting American workers 
has forced many to rely 
on foreign workers and 
utilize both the H-2B and 
H-2A temporary foreign 
worker programs to meet 
their labor needs. However, 
the current system is not 
reliable and is extremely 
burdensome to use.
     “The ball is now in the 
court of the House of 
Representatives, which can 
take action on this bill or 
write their own version of 
an immigration bill. until a 
final bill is passed, it is im-
portant that individuals in 
the horse industry contact 
their Members of Congress 
and tell them immigration 
reform is vital to the indus-
try,” said Hickey.  

Senate Passes 
immigration Reform Bill

internet Gambling Legislation 
Introduced in House

Looking for 
a career?

Want to 
work from 
horseback?
Needed:

• easy talker?
• desire to help? 

• computer?
•phone?

Contact:
Ley Bouchard
701.361.8648

leybou@gmail.com

Senator Tom udall (D-NM) 
and Representatives Joe 
Pitts (R-PA), ed Whitfield 
(R-KY), Jan Schakowsky 
(D-iL), and Anna eshoo 
(D-CA) have introduced 
the Horseracing Integrity 
and Safety Act of 2013 to 
regulate/prohibit sub-
stances.  The legislation 
is not the same as the bill 
they introduced in the last 
Congress.
     The bill calls for a new 
“independent anti-doping 
organization” to be re-
sponsible for “ensuring the 
integrity of horseraces that 
are the subject of inter-
state off-track wagers and 
the safety of persons in-
volved in such horseraces.”  
The legislation specifically 
designates the u.S. Anti-
Doping Agency (uSADA), a 
private, non-governmental 
agency, as that organiza-
tion.  uSADA is the official 
anti-doping agency for the 
U.S. Olympics.  The bill 
gives USADA authority to 
permit/prohibit the drugs 
and medications that may 
be administered to a horse 
in a race subject to an 
interstate off-track wager 
and set the withdrawal pe-
riod for its administration.
     The legislation prohibits 

any horse from receiving 
any drug within 24 hours of 
a race.  There is a two-year 
exception for Furosemide 
(Lasix) used for three-year 
olds  under the current 
Association of Racing Com-
missioners international 
rules and administered by a 
veterinarian with a client-
patient relationship.
     The bill does not amend 
the Interstate Horserac-
ing Act; rather it prohibits 
interstate wagering under 
the IHA without the 
“consent” of uSADA.  
To offer interstate 
off-track wagers, the 
race track putting on 
the race, and the off-
track system accept-
ing the wager, must 
have the consent of 
uSADA, in addition 
to the other consents 
presently required by 
the IHA.  As part of 
granting this consent, 
the race track must 
have an agreement 
with USADA that in-
cludes the terms and 
conditions regard-
ing compliance with 
the new rules and 
specifies payments 
to USADA to fund the 
costs of regulation 

Federal Legislation Banning 
Medication 

and enforcement.  USADA 
is charged with ensuring 
that all costs incurred in 
carrying out its duties and 
responsibilities under the 
new law are paid by the 
industry.
     The House bill (H.R. 
2012) was referred to 
the House Committee on 
energy and Commerce, 
on which Representatives 
Pitts, Whitfield, Schakowsky 
and Eshoo sit.

WASHiNGToN, DC – July 
11, 2013 - The unwanted 
Horse Coalition’s (uHC) 
operation Gelding pro-
gram continues to help 
castrate stallions across 
the country. Over 750 stal-
lions have been castrated, 
in over 60 clinics, in 26 
different states since the 
program’s inception in 
August 2010.
      operation Gelding is 
able to continue thanks 
to the support and seed 
money provided by the 
American Association 
of equine Practitioners 
Foundation, Zoetis, and 
the uHC. Proceeds from 
the sale of Dr. Jennifer Wil-
liams’ book How to Start 
and Run a Rescue also help 
fund the operation Geld-
ing program. Books can 
be purchased on the uHC 
website: www.unwanted-
horsecoalition.org.  
      operation Gelding 
offers funding assistance 
to organizations, associa-
tions, and events that wish 
to conduct a public gelding 
clinic under the name and 

guidelines of operation 
Gelding. An organization 
that has completed an Op-
eration Gelding clinic will 
receive funding of $50 per 
horse, $1,000 maximum, to 
aid in the costs associated 
with the clinic. 
      Dr. Julie Settlage from 
VA-MD Regional College 
of Veterinary Medicine 
held their first operation 
Gelding clinic on April 13 
in Blacksburg, VA and was 
able to provide hands-on 
experience for 82 vet-
erinary students and 14 
faculty members, while 
castrating 15 stallions.    
     “This service-learning 
event not only helps the 
horse owner and horses, 
but also helps build tech-
nical skills in veterinary 
students and opens their 
eyes to the real world,” said 
Settlage. 
      Santa Rosa County 
Horse Assistance Council 
(SRCHAC) is a seasoned 
castration clinic host. under 
the guidance of Jennifer 
Boone, the organization 
hosted their third Opera-

Over 750 Stallions Gelded with Unwanted 
Horse Coalition’s operation Gelding

tion Gelding clinic. “Year 
after year, we can always 
count on the support of the 
unwanted Horse Coalition! 
Thank you, as always, for 
your support,” said Boone. 
Throughout the year, 
SRCHAC offers low cost 
gelding, vaccination, and 
Coggins services to horse 
owners in the northwest 
Florida area.
      The Minnesota Horse 
Council, a uHC member, 
is also a seasoned veteran 
when it comes to hosting 
castration clinics. With the 
help and skills of Dr. Tracy 
Turner, the Minnesota 
Horse Council’s gelding 
clinic castrated 22 horses 
in one day. The Minne-
sota Horse Council helped 
launch The Gelding Project, 
which is a grant program 
in Minnesota that offers 
vouchers to horse owners 
who cannot afford to geld 
their stallions.
     Upcoming clinics will be 
held in IA and NM.
 

Continued on page 18

poised to let it resume. As a 
country whose rich history 
is so closely tied to horses, 
we should instead be 

focused on exploring new 
horse rescue and retire-
ment solutions.” 
    “Horses have played 
an important part of my 
life, and i strongly believe 
they need our protection,” 
Mr. Redford said. “Horse 
slaughter has no place 
in our culture. it is cruel, 
inhumane, and perpetuates 
abuse and neglect of these 
beloved animals. We must 

oppose it with all of our 
might. We need to ensure 
horses have safe and kind 
treatment during their lives 

and are afforded 
the peaceful and 
dignified end they 
deserve.” 
      in addition to 
its opposition to 
horse slaughter, 
The Foundation to 
Protect New Mexico 
Wildlife will focus 
on the preserva-
tion and protection 
of the state’s wild 
mustang and burro 
population including 
seeking out ap-
propriate alterna-
tive habitats for 
the animals. Other 
efforts will focus on 
the Mexican gray 

wolf, bison and the rein-
troduction of native fish 
and mammal species. The 
foundation will also work to 
support New Mexico’s ani-
mal shelters and to prevent 
animal cruelty. 

     The Foundation to Pro-
tect New Mexico Wildlife is 
a natural extension of both 
former Governor Richard-
son’s and Mr. Redford’s de-
cades of animal advocacy 
and conservation work. 
As governor, Richardson 
spearheaded legislation 
and enacted polices aimed 
at preserving and protect-
ing New Mexico’s wildlife 
and domesticated animals. 
He fought to ban cockfight-
ing, increased funding for 
animal shelters, and en-
acted more humane eutha-
nasia practices in shelters. 
He made natural habitat 
and restoration a priority 
and supported the reintro-
duction of native species, 
including the Mexican gray 
wolf. Most recently, he was 
instrumental in convinc-
ing the National institutes 
of Health to halt medical 
testing on chimpanzees, 
many of which are housed 
in Southern New Mexico at 
the Alamogordo Primate 
Facility. 

      Mr. Redford, a part-time 
New Mexico resident, is 
a world renowned con-
servationist and animal 
advocate. For decades he 
has fought to protect our 
country’s greatest national 
resources. He is tireless 
in his efforts to bring 
attention to the issues 
that threaten our natural 
habitats and the wildlife 
that call them home. He 
is a trustee of the Natural 
Resources Defense Council 
and has received countless 
accolades for his efforts, 
including by the National 
Wildlife Federation. 
By entering the lawsuit 
against the uSDA, Former 
Governor Richardson and 
Mr. Redford are also stand-
ing with Native American 
leaders who have asserted 
that federal approval of 
horse slaughter constitutes 
a violation of tribal cultural 
values and is an insult to 
their age-old connection 
with America’s horses.

“Horses have played an 
important part of my life, 

and I strongly 
believe they need our 

protection. Horse slaughter 
has no place in our culture. 

It is cruel, inhumane, 
and perpetuates abuse and 

neglect of these 
beloved animals. We must 

oppose it with 
all of our might."

Robert Redford

7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 23, 2013
Leatherdale Equine Center, St. Paul, Mn.

A benefit for:
Horses Helping Humans

Tickets: $15. in advance, $20. at door, >12yo free
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$30 
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 To place a classified ad call:
701.361.8648
or send a check to:

PO Box 64,Sabin, MN 56580
along with your ad copy. 
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 (Reno, NV) The Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) 
released a removal sched-
ule slated to take 1300 wild 
horses and burros from 
the range in the next eight 
weeks. 
 
 “Drought” has been the 
panic button in the Bureau 
of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) wild 
horse and burro 
program for the 
last two years. It is 
ironic that the BLM 
handbook does dot 
consider drought an 
emergency situa-
tion because issues 
involving drought 
do not arise in an 
immediate fashion 
but develop over 
time. Yet in the wild 
horse and burro 
program drought 
issues are left unad-
dressed until “drought” can 
cause the same emotional 
response as the word “fire.”
 
“Knowing the past history 
of the BLM, the agencies 
continued ability to omit 
the truth, twist and bend 
the rules, and fail to act 
proactively to address any-
thing,” stated Laura Leigh, 
President of Wild Horse 
education  “the very real 
possibility exists that BLM 
will again  include unjusti-
fied actions within their 
plans.”  

As we saw last year at Jack-
son Mountain, BLM used 
the “drought” as an oppor-
tunity to broaden the scope 
of removal to include an en-
tire HMA (without any sci-
entific justification for the 
expanded scope). Yet even 
when court actions taken 
by Wild Horse education 
stopped BLM from mov-
ing forward with roundups 

during foaling season in an 
unjustified removal,  did 
we see BLM stop and think 
about the long term, big 
picture? Not for a second. 
Removals resumed as soon 
as BLM could undertake 
them, moving animals into 
an already over crowded 
system. These unjustified 

removals then inhibit other 
BLM Districts’ ability to 
be able to move forward 
in areas where removals 
to decrease pressure on 
ranges actually are required 
due to impaired range.
The recent National Acade-
my of Science (NAS) report 
which evaluated BLM wild 
horse and burro opera-
tions, highlights many areas 
where insufficient data, 
lack of foresight, and an 
absence of common sense 
have driven the BLM wild 
herd program into disaster. 
Yet no changes in manage-
ment practices have been 
created.

This type of lack of fore-
sight that has driven the 
wild herd holding facility 
crisis, led to genetically 
bankrupt populations, de-
creased wild horse areas 
by millions of acres, and 
forced many areas on 
the range into a real cri-

Drought Panic Button Hit 
as BLM Plans 

Wild Horse Removals
sis where horses may die 
in mass on the range. 

“It is appalling that BLM 
still sits at the helm of 
the largest land man-
agement agency in the 
world,” stated Leigh, “it 
is an American tragedy.”

Several of the areas 
listed on BLMs new 
schedule still include 
livestock grazing.
~~~
WildHorseeducation.
org is a Nevada non-
profit carrying three 
active federal cases 
against the BLM.
 
Links of interest:
 
Wild Horse education 
Website: http://wild-
horseeducation.org

 
Alert on Conditions 
in May at the facility: 
http://wildhorseeduca-
tion.org/2013/05/15/
plea-for-treatment-of-
wild-horses-in-holding-
join-us/
 
Litigation updates - 
http://wildhorseeduca-
tion.org/2013/05/29/
triple-b-and-jackson-
mountain-litigation-
update/
 

Web: www.wildricepeacemakers.com
 FB: Wild Rice Peacemakers 

or Vanessa Pikop at (701)388-4865

List of events:
August 24 & 25 
Twin Valley, MN

November 16 & 17
Crookston, MN

Twin Valley Riders Club

Our Fun Days are the 3rd Sunday of May, June, July, and August check out the details at 

www.TwinValleyRidersClub.com

3825 County Highway 29
Twin Valley, Minn. 56584

Find us on Facebook!

supplements should never 
be given to a horse with im-
paired kidney function; this 
would result in high blood 
magnesium levels, leading 
to neuromuscular symp-
toms such as depressed 
behavior and ataxia.

Bottom line
     Many horses experience 
a borderline deficiency of 
magnesium because of its 
poor absorption rate from 
forages. Regional fat de-
posits, indicative of insulin 
resistance, can be reduced 
through magnesium sup-
plementation (in combina-
tion with low starch/sugar 
diets and exercise), offering 
some protection against 
laminitis. Neuromuscular 
and behavioral sensitivities 
can also be alleviated with 
added magnesium.
 
Juliet M. Getty, Ph.D. is an 
internationally respected 
equine nutritionist available 
for private consultations 
and speaking engagements. 
Dr. Getty is the Contribut-
ing Nutrition Editor for 
the Horse-Journal and she 
will be speaking at Equine 
Affaire in Massachusetts, 
November 7-10, 2013. Her 
comprehensive reference 
book, Feed Your Horse Like 
a Horse as well as books 
in her “Spotlight on Equine 
Nutrition Series” are offered 
for purchase through her 
website and at Amazon.
com. In fact, there’s a lot 
going on at www.gettye-
quinenutrition.com: sign up 
for Dr. Getty’s informative—
and free—monthly news-
letter, Forage for Thought; 
read articles and search her 
nutrition forum; and pur-

chase previously recorded 
teleseminars in audio 
format or, in some cases, 
in print. Contact Dr. Getty 
directly at gettyequinenutri-
tion@gmail.com. Permis-
sion to reprint this article is 
granted providing that: full 
credit is given to Dr. Getty; 
and publisher informs Dr. 
Getty about the use of the 
article. 
 

iDryden, DVM, Vern. 2013. 
Managing equine metabolic 
syndrome: Medicine meets 
farriery. Rood and Riddle 
Equine Hospital. Lexington, 
KY.

iiTo prevent enteroliths 
(intestinal stones), magne-
sium (as well as phospho-
rus) should never exceed 
calcium.
iiiHarrington, D.D., and 
J.J. Walsh. 1980. Equine 
magnesium supplements: 
evaluation of magnesium 
sulphate and magnesium 
carbonate in foals fed puri-
fied diets. Equine Veterinary 
Journal, 12, 32-33.
ivDivide amount of magne-
sium needed (in this case, 5 
grams) by the percent mag-
nesium in the source to get 
the amount of compound 
needed. Example, magne-
sium oxide (MgO) contains 
56.2% magnesium. To 
obtain 5 grams of magne-
sium, divide 5 by .562 to get 
number of grams of MgO to 
measure.
vNational Research Council. 
2007. Minerals. Nutrient 
Requirements of Horses, 
Sixth Revised Edition. Wash-
ington, D.C.: The National 
Academies Press. Pages 
79-80.
 

Source of Magnesium
 (Continued from page 13)

however, would still be up 
to the show, sale or auc-
tion.  it would not be made 
mandatory. 
“The bill focuses on the 
problem it is intended to 
solve and does not adverse-
ly affect other segments 
of the show industry that 
have no history of soring 

Soring
Continued from page 17

horses’” said Hickey.  “The 
AHC supports the changes 
but will be involved in the 
Congressional process and 
ready to oppose any efforts 
to broaden the Act or its 
enforcement that would 
unnecessarily affect any 
breeds or disciplines that 
have no history of soring.”

on him. They became a pair 
just two months ago.
     “We purchased him 
when he was five and i 
rode him then. I always 
loved him because he's got 
the best personality. I've 
been trying to convince her 
for quite a few years, prob-
ably eight years now, to let 
me compete him,” Strasser 
Shostak said with a smile. 

“She said when her other 
horse is ready for Grand 
Prix, she would let me ride 
Action Tyme. She held up 
her end of the deal, so i 
couldn't be happier right 
now.”
    Strasser Shostak took a 
Freestyle test from another 
horse and then realized 
it “suited him quite well,” 
so they adjusted it to fit 

Action Tyme. This week, 
Strasser Shostak was fifth 
in the Individual class and 
fourth with her team. “I 
definitely had high expecta-
tions, maybe not with the 
horse, but with myself,” she 
said. “As the days went on, 
I really wanted it more be-
cause I was always so close. 
i tried to go for the scores, 
and it paid off.”

NAJYR Championships
Continued from page 3

Stories From YOUR Valley!
4H, WSCA, IHSA, Collegiate, Saddle Clubs, Breed Organizations, and more ... 

send us your NEWS!

thevenews@gmail.com

Aug 14, 6-9 pm: Discovery 
Horse Women's Connec-
tion Drop-in Group.  Come 
when the Spirit moves you, 
offered 2 Wednesdays per 
month.  No horse experi-
ence necessary, all activities 
are on the ground.  Held 
at Spirit Horse Center, 
Brainerd, MN.  $18 pre-
registered online:  www.
discoveryhorse.com, $20 at 
the door.

Aug. 14:  3 Barrels 2 Hearts 
Barrel Series at 7 p.m. at 
the St. Croix County Fair-
grounds in Gleenwood City, 
Wi; contact 715.691.9235 

August 9-11:  August 
extravaganza Show at the 
Minnesota equestrian Cen-
ter in Winona, Minn.

Aug. 10:  Houck Summer 
Barrel Racing Series $700 
added at 10:30 a.m. at 
Houck Horse Company in 
North Branch, Minn. www.
houckhorsecompany.com

Aug. 11:  Western Wishes 
Dash for Dreams barrel 
race at 10 a.m. at Houck 
Horse Company in North 
Branch, Minn. www.
houckhorsecompany.com

Aug 11: NWeC pleasure 
show. Contact Todd Tylee 
or Northwest Wisc. equine 
Club on Facebook

Aug. 11:  Fun show at 10 
a.m. at the Houck Arena 
in North Branch, MN. 
Contact 651.277.1095 for 
more info.

Aug 13-18: Head of the 
Lakes Fair, Superior, Wi – 
Check website for tentative 
driving classes: http://hol-
fair.com/

for more info.

Aug. 15: The 4th Annual 
University of Minnesota 
Horse Forage Field Day will 
be from 6:00 to 8:00 pm  
(doors open at 5:30 pm) 
at the Leatherdale equine 
Center and Animal Science 
Research Pastures.  Partici-
pants will rotate through 
four stations (25 minutes 
each) featuring hands-on 

activi-
ties and 
on-going 
research 
aimed at 
improving 
utilization 
of pasture 
and hay.  
Sta-
tions will 
include 
rotational 
grazing: 
how to get 
started, 
extending 
the grazing 

season with annual grasses, 
reducing waste while 
feeding small-square bales 
outdoors, and how to take 
and interpret an equine hay 
analysis.  The cost is $10 
per person and registra-
tions must be received by 
August 13th.  Online regis-
tration is available at www.
regonline.com/HorseField-
Day2013.

Aug. 15:  Horse Show at 5 
p.m. at Hi Circle Vee Ranch 
in isanti, Minn. contact 
612.803.5950 for more 
info.

Aug. 16-17:  Cowboy up 
Ride Against Cancer at 10 
a.m. in McLeod, ND. For 
more information go to: 
http://cowboyupride.com/

Aug 16, 8 am-noon: Discov-
ery Horse Youth Summer 
Workshop Series:  5th-8th 
grade.  Discovery Horse 
equine Gestalt Coaching 
Method workshop, NoT a 
riding program.  No horse 
experience necessary, 
all activities are on the 
ground.  Work with equine 
partners to build self-
confidence, deepen respect 
for self and others, develop 
personal responsibility, set 
healthy boundaries, de-
velop empathy, strengthen 
communication and listen-
ing skills.  Held at Spirit 
Horse Center, Brainerd, 
MN.  $40.  Register online:  
www.discoveryhorse.com.

Aug 17:  Sabin Daze Wagon 
Rides, Sabin MN

Aug. 17:  Challenge of the 

Unwanted Horse at 9:30 
a.m. at the Leatherdale 
equine Center in St. Paul, 
MN. Go to http://www.mn-
hoovedanimalrescue.org/ 
for more information. 

Aug: 17:  Prairie Winds Vet 
Center is conducting cog-
gins, vaccines and wellness 
checks or horses. Discount-
ed vaccines and wellness 
checks for cats and dogs, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Tractor Supply Company in 
Moorhead, Minn.

Aug 18, 12-4 pm: Dis-
covery Horse Women's 
empowerment Workshop-
-A workshop for women.  
equine Gestalt Coaching 
Method workshop.  No 
horse experience neces-
sary, all activities are on 
the ground.  Held at Spirit 
Horse Center, Brainerd, 
MN.  $55.  Register online:  
www.discoveryhorse.com.

August 24-25 Bits Summer 
Carriage Classic: Webster 
City, iA. www.bitsiowa.org. 
Katy Rhinehart, H: 641-478-
3285,
C: 641-485-782

Aug. 16:  Pioneer Days at 
Bonanzaville in West Fargo 
with wagon rides by the 
Red River Harness and 
Saddle Club.

Aug. 17:  Sabin, Minn. Days, 
see event details at:  http://
www.sabinharvestdays.com 
with free wagon rides by 
the Red River Harness and 
Saddle Club.

Aug. 23-25: Potato Days 
with Wagon Rides by the 
Red River Harness and 
Saddle Club in Barnesville, 
Minn.  Check it out at: 
www.potatodays.com

August 24-25: Northern 
Prairie Shootout: Twin 
Valley Riders Arena, Twin 
Valley, MN; contact www.
wildricepeacemakers.com, 
gmlund@arvig.net or  218-
584-8685. 

Aug 28, 6-9 pm: Discovery 
Horse Women's Connec-
tion Drop-in Group.  Come 
when the Spirit moves you, 
offered 2 Wednesdays per 
month.  No horse experi-
ence necessary, all ac-
tivities are on the ground.  
Held at Spirit Horse Center, 
Brainerd, MN.  $18 pre-
registered online:  www.
discoveryhorse.com, $20 at 
the door.

Aug 31 – Sept 7 Deadwood 
Trail Ride – Buffalo, SD to 
Medora, ND.

Sept 6-8 ViLLA LouiS CAR-
RiAGe CLASSiC: 
Villa Louis His-
toric Site, Prairie 
du Chien, Wi. 
www.carriage-
classic.com. Mike 
Rider, W: 608-
326-4436, info@
carriageclassic.
com.

See the full 
listing of events 
on the scrolling 
events calendar 

online at: 
www.

theveonline.
com



2005 Cherokee Super Chief 5H
GN w/8’ Solid Oak LQ, 8’x28’x7’, Owen Generator, Sofa, TV, Stereo 

AM-FM-CD, 3.5 cu Refg., Microwv, Shower w/Glass Door, Sep. Stool, 
Lg Hanging Closet, Elect. Jack, Awning, New 235R16 10 Ply Tires, 

Escape Door, Drop Dwn Feed Doors w/Fold Dwn Bars, 4 Mangers w/4 
Manger Doors, Padded Dividers, Rear Tack w/4 Tier Saddle Rach, 

Bridle Hooks, Brush Tray, 3 Load Lights.  
Sale Price: $35,900.00

2005 Sundowner GN 6’9”x21’x7’ Tall Sunlite 727 3H,
w/6’6” tp 10’6” Full Wkender LQ, AC, Ducted Furnace, Microwv, 3 cu 
Refg, Lg Hanging Clst, Bench Seat, 20’ Awning, Dual LP, Single Bat.
Full Shwr w/Curtain, Sep. Stool, Escape Dr, Drop Dwn Feed Drs w/
Fold Dwn Bars, Dble Rear Doors w/Windows, Collaps. Rear Tack w/ 
Swing Out 3 Tier Saddle Rack, Bridle Hooks, Brush Tray, Blanet Bar, 

Stud Divider 1st Stall, Padded Diviers.  This Trailer is in Excellent 
Condition.  Always Stored Inside with Very Little Use.  

Sale Price:  $21,500.00

2003 Kiefer Genesis X3 3 Horse GN 7’6”x18’x7’2”,
w/4’ to 8’ Weekender, Solid Knotty Pine, Bn Seat, AC, TV, AM-FM-CD 

Player w/Int. & Ext. Speakers, Lg Hanging Clst, Refg, Dual Bat., 
Western Hd, Walk-Thru Dr, Esc. Dr, Camper Dr w/Screen, Awning, 

Drop Dwn Feed Drs w/Fold Dwn Bars, Coll. Rr Tack w/40/60 Load Drs 
w/Wndws, Ld Light, Spare Tire. Super Clean Trailer. Well Card For. 

Sale Price: $20,500.00

2006 Cherokee GN 80”x22’x7’ Tomahawk 3H, 
w/8’ Solid Oak LQ, Sofa-Slpr, Small Refg, Microwv, Flat Scrn TV w/
DVD Player, Shwr, Sep. Stool, AC, Owen Generator, Walk-Thru Dr, 
Escape Dr w/Drp Dwn Fd Doors w/Fold Dwn Bars, Stud Divider 1st 

Stall, Padded Dividers, Collap. Rear Tack w/3 Post Saddle Rack, Bridle 
Hooks & Bush Tray, Blanket Bar, 3 Roof Vents. 

 Sale Price $26,500.00

2001 Trail-et Conquest GN 7’6”x28’x7’6” 4H,
 w/10’ LQ, Sofa, AC, 2 Burner Stv, Microwv, AM-FM-CD Player, Cnter 

w/2 Bar Stls, Shwr-Stl-Bath Comb., New Awning, Goodyear 235/85R16 
14 Ply Radials, Escape Dr, Drop Dwn Fd Drs w/Fold Dwn Bars, Pad.  

Dividiers, Insul & Rubber Lined Walls Horse Area, Fd Bags, Collaps. Rr 
Tack w/4 Tier Saddle Rk, Bridle Hks, Dble Cham Lock, 40/60 Rear Drs, 

Fd Bags. This Trailer is in Excel. Cond., Very Afford.  
Sale Price:  $18,500.00

2010 Cherokee 3H GN 6’8”x18’8”x7’ Dlx Tomahawk
 4’8” to 9’2” Dress Rm, Camper Dr w/Scrn, Camper Step, Carpet GN-
Drop & Flr, Crank Out GN Wndws, Saddle Rk Set, Escape Dr w/Drop 
Dwn Feed Dr & Low Mount Latches & Fold Dwn Bars, Alumn. Padded 

Dividers, Rubber Lined Walls Horse Area, Rf Vents, Lg Rump Wall 
Wndws, Padded Breast & Butt Bar, 2 Ld Lights, Collaps, Rr Tack, 3 

Post Saddle Rack-Moveable to Dress Rm, Alumn. Bridle Hks & Brush 
Tray, 235R16 10 Ply Rd Tires. Blk Skin. 

 Sale Price: $16, 900.00

2002 Trails West 4 Horse GN 
7’6”x24’x7’, w/6’ Finished Dress Rm, 7’6”x24’x7’, AC, Boot Box, Side 
Tack w/4 Swing out Saddle Rack, 8 Blanket Bar, Bridle Hooks, Brush 
Trays, 4 Manger w/ 4 Manger Doors, Drop Dwn Feed Doors w/Fold 

Dwn Bars, Dble Rear Doors w/Windows, Slam Latch Dividers. Trailer 
Used 2 Seasons. Like New. Excellent Condition.  

Sale Price $15,500.00

2006 Elite GN 7’x18’x7’ Mustang 3H,
4’ to 8’ Dress Rm Carpet GN-Drp & Flr, 5’ Cloth Rod, Lg GN Wndws, HD 
Dr w/Wndw, Saddle Rack Setting, Blnket Bar, Bridle Hks, Escape Dr w/
HD Fd Drs & Fold Dwn Brs, Insualted & Lined Sidewalls w/Rubber 54” 
High On Rump Wall & 48” high On Head, Padded Dvdrs, 3 Rf Vents, 
Lg Wndws Rump Wall, Collaps, Rr Tck, 3 post Moveable Saddle Rck, 

Bridle Hds, Dble Rr Drs w/Wndws, New Brakes & Bearings 
Sale Price: $15,900.00

2004 Titan Avalanche, 
2 Horse Bumper Pull Drop Feed Doors, Dble Rear Doors, 

Swing out Saddle Rack.  Trailer in Excellent Condition.  
Nice Clean Trailer.  

Sale Price:  $5,900.00


